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IF  the  author  of  the  Complete  Hiilory  of 
England  may  be  allowed  to  judge  from 
the  extraordinary  demand  for  his  work, 
and  the  fentiments  of  many  perfons,  for  whofe 
opinions  he  has  the  utmoft  deference,  this 
addition  will  be  fa,vourably  received,  and  in- 
deed required  by  his  readers,  as  a  completion 
of  the  original  plan. 

In  this  talli  he  has  engaged  with  the  greater 
alacrity,  as  the  fubjedl  teems  with  incidents 
and  events  which  the  hiftorian  can  record 
with  pleafure,  and  the  reader  perufe  with  pe- 
culiar fatisfadtion. 

The  latter  part  of  v/hat  has  been  offered  to 
the  public  exhibits  an  unplealingtiffue  of  mif- 
condudt  and  mifcarriage  5  at  home,  an  ad- 
miniftration  without  vigour;  abroad,  a  war 
without  fuccefs  :  in  a  word,  a  people  groan- 
ing under  the  double  prefiure  of  internal  dif- 
content  and  external  diflionour.  In  the  period 
that  remains  to  be  difcuifed,  the  fcene  is 
agreeably  changed,  and  prefents  fuch  a  for- 
tunate aifemblage  of  objects  as  never  occur- 
red in  any  other  asra  of  Engiiili  liiftory. 

The  views  of  the  crown  are  at  length  re- 
conciled to   the  defires  of  the  people,     V/e 
A  2  fee^ 
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fee,  for  the  firil  time,  a  minifter  in  full  pof- 
feiiion  of  popular!  ty,  requiring  infinitely  greater 
fubiidies  than  ever  were  exacted  under  any 
former  reign,  fince  the  beginning  of  the  mo- 
narchy ^  and  the  fubjed's  paying  them  with 
chearfulnefs,  becaufe  they  confide  in  the  inte- 
grity of  the  adminiiiration,  and  know  thole 
liberal  aids  will  be  expended  for  the  h-onour 
and  advantage  of  the  commonwealth.  We 
have  alfo  hved  to  fee  the  fallacy  of  a  perni- 
cious and  fpurious  maxim,  adopted  by  fome 
late  minifters,  that  the  machine  of  govern- 
ment could  not  be  properly  moved,  unlefs  the 
wheels  were  fmeared  with  corruption. 

Our  military  operations  are  now  planned 
with  fo  much  wifdom  and  fagacity,  and  exe- 
cuted with  fuch  fpirit,  as  revive  the  luflre  of 
pafc  ages  j  and  the  glory  of  our  late  conquefls 
-  even  rivals  the  renown  of  thofe  heroic  at- 
chievements  which  dignify  and  adorn  the  an-? 
cient  arinals  of-  Great  Britain.  We  behold 
valour  tutored  by  condud:,  fentiment  united 
with  courage,  and  the  godlike  virtues  of  hu- 
manity fhining  in  the  midfl:  of  flaughter  and 
defolation.  What  is  flill  more  extraordinary, 
and  above  all  other  circumflances  redounds  to 
the  honour  of  our  national  councils,  we  feel 
none  of  thofe  rude  tempefls  that  are  raifed 
by  the  furious  breath  of  war.  Notwithfland- 
ing  all  the  hoftile  efforts  of  the  moil  formi- 
dable   tnQvnjj    which    Difcord   could   have 
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arlned  againfl  thi«  ifland,  we  enjoy  tliQ  bleiT- 
Ings  of  fecurity  and  repofe,  as  if  we  were 
hedged  around  by  fome  Divinity ;  and  our 
commerce  flouriflies  undiiliirbed  as  in  the 
bofom  of  peace. 

Themes  Hke  thefe  cannot  fail  to  wann  the 
heartj  and  animate  the  pen  of  the  hiilorianj 
who  glows  with  the  love  of  his  countiy.  Yet 
he  will  carefully  avoid  the  imputation  of  en- 
thuiiafm.  In  the  midfl;  of  his  tranfports  he 
hopes  to  remember  his  duty,  arid  check  the 
exuberance  of  zeal  with  the  rigid  feverity  of 
hiflorical  truth. 

This  is  the  guiding  flar  hj  which  he  hath 
hitherto  fteered  his  dangerous  courfe  j  the  ilar 
whofe  chearing  radiance  has  conducfled  him 
fafe  through  the  rocks  of  prejudice  and  the 
tides  of  fad:ion.  Guiltlefs  of  all  connexions 
that  might  befuppofed  to  aited:  hiscandoufy^ 
and  endanger  his  integrity,  he  is  determined 
to  proceed  with  that  fearlefs  fpirit  of  inde- 
pendence, by  which  he  flatters  himfelf  the 
former  part  of  the  work  hath  been  remark- 
ably difdnguidied.  Equally  incapable  of  fer- 
vile  complaifance  to  power,  and  implicit  at- 
tachment to  particular  fyftems,  he  will  praife 
without  referve,  and  blame  v/ithout  apDre- 
henfion,  as  often  as  virtue  merits  his  applaufe 
or  vice  provokes  his  cenfure  j  and  the  reader 
ihall  have  no  iuil:  caufe  to  tax  him  with 
having  concealed  ^any  important  blemifh  or 
A  3  defeat' 
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defed:  even  in  the  moll  fliining  character,   ib 
far  as  it  falls  within  the  province  of  hiftory. 
He  takes  this  opportunity  of  expreffing  his 
warmeft  acknowledgments   to  thofe   gentle- 
men who  have  contributed   their  advice  and 
affiflance  towards  the  execution    of  this  de- 
lign  ;    and  as  he   is    provided  with  authentic 
materials  for  that  purpofe,  he  doubts  not  but 
that   he  fhall  be  able  to  preferve  the  favour 
of  the  public,  which  he  fhall  alv^ays  affidu- 
oufly  cultivate,    in    prefenting  it   with    the 
fequel  of  a  work,   v/hich    hath   furmounted 
every  fpecies    of    oppofition,    and    acquired 
fome  degree  of  credit,  though  unowned  by 
patronage,  and  unfuflained  by  party.. 

N.  B.  As  many  anonymous  writers  have  been  hired  to 
abufe  this  work  in  printed  papers  and  pamphlets,  the 
author  takes  this  opportunity  of  declaring,  that  if  any 
perfon  of  charadler  in  the  Republic  of  Letters  Ihatl 
think  proper  to  cenfure  this  hillory  in  print,  and  fet 
his  name  to  his  animadverfions,  he  (the  author)  will 
anfwer  them  tc  the  belt  of  his  power;  but  it  cannot  be 
expedled  that  he  fliould  employ  his  time  in  difputing 
with  obfcure;  mercenary,  and  defperate  fcribblers,  who  en- 
lift  themfeives  under  the  banners  of  malicious  interefted 
calumny,  and  may  be  faid  to  fubfift  upon  the  wages  of 
afralTination. 
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"^  H  E  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapellej  however  ^"^'g^^^* 
nnitable  or  inglorious  it  might  appear  to  tions  on 
thofe  few  who  underftood  the  interefts,  and  thepeace; 
felt  for  the  honour  of  their  country,  was  neverthelefs 
not  unwelcome  to  the  nation  in  general.  The  Bri- 
tifh  miniftry  will  always  find  it  more  diiEcult  to 
fatisfy  the  people  at  the  end  of  a  fuccefsfui  cam- 
paign, than  at  the  conclufion  of  an  unfortunate 
war.  The  EngliOi  are  impatient  of  mifcarriage 
and  difappointment,  and  too  apt  to  be  intoxicated 
with  vidory.  At  this  period  they  were  tired  of  the 
burthens,  and  fick  of  the  difgraces,  to  v/hich  they 
had  been  expofed  in  the  courfe  of  feven  tedious 
campaigns.  They  had  fuffered  confiderable  loiTes 
and  interruption  in  the  article  of  commerce,  v^^hich 
was  the  fource  of  their  national  opulence  and  power : 
they  knew  it  would  of  neceffity    be   clogged  with 
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An.  1748.  additional  duties,  for  the  maintenance  of  a  con- 
tinental war,  and  the  fupport  of  foreign  fubridia- 
riesj  and  they  drew  very  faint  prefages  of  future 
fuccefs  either  from  the  condu£t  of  their  allies,  or 
the  capacity  of  their  commanders. 

To  a  people  influenced  by  thcfe  confiderations, 
the  refioration  of  a  free  trade,  the  refpite  from  that 
anxiety  and  fufpence  which  the  profecution  of  a  war 
never  fails  to  engender,  and  the  profpeft  of  fpeedy 
deliverance  from  difcouraging  reftraint  and  op- 
preffive  impofitions,  were  advantages  that  fwcet- 
ened  the  bitter  draught  of  a  diflionourable  treaty, 
and  induced  the  majority  of  the  nation  to  acquiefce 
in  the  peace,  not  barely  without  murmuring,  but 
even  with  fome degree  of  fatisfaftion  andapplaufe. 

Immediately  after  the  exchange  of  ratifications 
/  "^  ?  ' c  at  Aix-la-Chapelle  the  armies  v/ere  broke  up  :  the 

ijvrcnts  or  '  . 

the  prince   a,ilies  in  the  Netherlands  withdrew  their  feveral  pro- 

oi^'Wales     portions  of  troops  ;   the  French  began  to  evacuate 

join  the      Flanders  :  and  the  Englifn  forces  were  reimbarked 

^rJ'  ':       for  their  own  country.     His  Britannic  m^iefty  re- 
Tjtionin  .  ■^  _  . 

pavlia-  turned  from  his  German  dominions  in  November, 
inent.  having  landed  near  Margate  in  Kent,  after  a  danger- 
ous palTage;  and  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  the  fame 
month  he  opened  the  feiTion  of  parliament.  By 
this  time  the  m.ifunderllanding  between  the  two 
firff  perfonages  of  the  royal  family  had  been  en- 
creafed  by  a  frefli  acceffion  of  matter.  The  prince 
of  V/ales  h^d  held  a  court  of  ftannery,  or  v/hat  is 
called  a  parliament,  in  quality  of  duke  of  Cornwall  J 
and  revived  fome  claims  attached  to  that  dignity, 
♦  v/hich,  had  they  been  adniicted,  would  have  greatly 
augmented  his  influence  among  the  Cornifn  bo- 
roughs. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  efforts  aroufed  thejealoufy  of  the  admi-  An.  1748, 
niftration,  which  had  always  confidered  rhrn  as  an 
intereft  wholly  depending  upon  •  the  crown  ;  and 
therefore  the  pretenfions  of  his  royal  highhefs  v/ere 
oppofed  by  the  whole  v/eight  of  the  iPiiniilry.  His 
adherents  refenting  thefe  hoftilities  as  an  injury  to 
their  royal  mafl:er,  immediately  joined  tliQ  r^rnnznt 
of  the  former  oppofition  in  parliament,  rmd  re- 
folved  to  ccuncerafl:  alithe  minilleriaimeafures  that 
fhould  fall  under  their  cognizance  j  at  lertft,  they- 
determined  to  feize  every  opportunity  of  ^thwart- 
ing  the  fervants  of  the  crown,  in  cYerj  fcheme  or 
propofal  that  had  not  an  evident  tendency  to  ths 
advantage  of  the  nation. 

This  band  of  auxiliaries  was  headed  by  the  earl 
of  E— t,  Dr.  Lee,  and  iMr.  N— t.  The  firft  pof- 
feiTed  a  fpecies  of  eloquence  rather  plaufible  than 
powerful :  he  fpoke  with  fluency  and  B.re  :  his  fpiric 
w&s  bold  and  enterprifing,  his  apprehenfion  quici<, 
and  his  repartee  fevere.  Dr.  Lee  was  a  man.  of 
extenfive  erudition  and  irreproachable  morals,  pairt- 
cularly  verfed  in  the  civil  law,  which  he  profcHed,, 
and  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  conftitutiom 
cf  his  country.  Mr.  N — t  was  an  orator  of  mid- 
dling abilities,  who  harangued  upon  all  fiibjeds  ia- 
difcriminately,  and  fupplied  with  confidence  what 
he  wanted  in  capacity:  he  had  been  at  Tome  pains 
to  ftudy-the  buiinefs  of  the  houfe,  as  well  as  to 
iinderftand  the  machine  of  government;  and  was 
tolerably  well  heard,  as  he  generally  fpoke  with  an 
appearance  of  good  humour,  and  hazarded  every 
whimfical  idea  as  it  rofe  in  his  imagination.  But 
Lord  Bolingbroke  is  faid  to  have  been  the  chief 
fpring  v/hich,  in  fecret,  actuated  the  delibera- 
tions 
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An.  1 748.  tions  of  the  prince's  court.  That  nobleman,- 
feemingly  f^quellered  from  the  tumults  of  a  pub- 
lic life,  refided  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London^ 
at  Batterfea,  where  he  was  vifited  like  a  fainted 
flirine  by  all  the  diftinguifhed  votaries  of  wit,  elo- 
quence, and  political  ambition.  There  he  was  cul- 
tivated and  admired  for  the  elegance  of  his  man-* 
ners,  and  the  charms  of  his  converfation.  The 
prince's  curiofity  was  firft  captivated  by  his  cha- 
rader,  and  his  efleem  was  afterwards  fecured  by 
the  irrefiftible  addrefs  of  that  extraordinary  per- 
fonage,  who  continued  in  a  regular  progreffion  to 
infinuate  himfelf  ftill  farther  and  farther  into  the 
good  graces  of  his  royal  patron.  How  far  the 
condud  of  his  royal  highnefs  was  influenced  by 
the  private  advice  of  this  noblepian,  we  fhall  noE 
pretend  to  determine  :  but,  certain  it  is,  the  friends 
of  the  minillry  propagated  a  report,  that  he  was 
the  didator  of  thofe  meafures  which  the  prince 
adopted  ;  and  that,  under  the  fpecious  pretext  of 
attachment  to  the  heir-apparent  of  the  crown,  he 
concealed  his  real  aim,  which  was  to  perpetuate 
the  breach  in  the  royal  family.  Whatever  his  kn- 
timents  and  motives  might  have  been,  this  was  no 
other  than  a  revival  of  the  old  minifterial  clamour, 
importing,  that  a  man  cannot  be  well  affeded  to 
the  king,  if  he  pretends  to  cenfure  any  meafnre  of 
the  adminiftration. 
Charaifler  The  weight  which  the  oppofition  derived  from 
of  the  mi-  thefe  new  confederates  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
Kiftry.  ^^g  ^;jj  greatly  overballanced  by  the  power,  in- 
fluence, and  ability,  that  fuftained  every  minifterial 
projed.  Mr.  Pelham,  who  chiefly  managed  the 
helm  of  afi^airs,  was  generally  efteemed  as  a  man  of 

hone  ft  V 


GEORGE    IL  If 

honefly  and  candour,  aftuatedby  a  fincere  love  for    An.J74?, 
his  country,  though  he   had  been  educated   in  er- 
roneous  principles  of   government,   and  in  fome 
meafure  obliged  to  proiecute  a  fatal  fyftem,  which 
defcended  to  him  by  inheritance. 

At  this  time  he  numbered  Mr.  Pitt  among  his 
fellovv-minifters,  and  was  moreover  fupported  by 
many  other  individuals  of  diftinguifhed  abilities; 
among  whom  the  firil  place,  in  point  of  genius, 
was  due  to  Mr.  M — ,  who  executed  the  office  of 
follicitor-general.  This  gentleman,  the  fon  of  a 
noble  fam  iy  in  North  Britain,  had  raifed  himfelf 
to  great:  eminence  at  the  bar,  by  the  moft  keen 
intuiuve  fpirit  of  apprehen(ion,  thatfeemed  tofeize 
every  objedt  at  firft  glance,  an  innate  fagacity 
that  faved  the  trouble  of  intenfe  application,  and 
an  irrefiftiblellreamof  eloquence,  that  flowed  pure 
and  claffical,  ftrong  and  copious,  refle6ling,  in  the 
mod  confpicuous  point  of  view,  the  fubjeds  over 
which  it  rolled,  and  fweeping  before  it  all  the  (lime 
of  formal  hefitation,  and  all  the  intangling  weeds 
of  chicanery. 

Yet  the  fervants  of  the  crown  were  not  fo  im-' 
plicitly  attached  to  the  firfl  minifter  as  to  acquiefce 
in  all  his  plans,  and  dedicate  their  time  and  talents 
to  the  fupport  of  every  court-meafure  indifcrimi- 
nately.  This  was  one  material  point  in  which  Mr. 
Pelham  deviated  from  the  maxims  of  his  prede- 
ceffor,  who  admitted  of  no  contradidtion  from  any 
of  his  adherents  or  fellow-fervants,  but  iniifted 
upon  their  facrificing  their  whole  perception  and 
faculties  to-his  conduft  and  dilpofal.  That  fordid 
deference  to  a  minifter  no  longer  charafterifed 
the  fubordinate  inftruments  of  the  adminiftration.  ; 

It 
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An.i74§,  ^^  ^^^  "°^  unufaal  to  fee  the  great  officers  of  thd 
government  divided  in  a  parliamentary  debate, 
and  to  hear  the  fecretary  at  war  oppofing  with  great 
vehemence  a  claufe  fuggefted  by  the  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer. 

After  all,  if  we  coolly  confider  thofe  arguments 
which  have  been  bandied  about,  and  retorted  with 
fuch  eagernefs  and  acrimony  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, and  diveil  them  of  thofe  paflionate  tropes 
and  declamatory  metaphors  which  the  fpirit  of  op- 
poiition  alone  had  produced,  we  {hall  find  very 
little  left  for  the  fubjeft  of  dilpute,  and  fometimes 
be  puzzled  to  difcover  any  material  iburce  of  dif- 
agreement. 
Seffion  ^"  ^^^  month  of  November  his  majedy  opened 

opened,  the  feffion  of  parliament  with  a  fpeech,  importing. 
That  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  vv^as  at  length 
figned  by  all  the  parties  concerned  •,  That  he  had 
made  the  mod  effeftual  provifion  for  fecuring  the 
rights  and  inrerefts  of  his  own  fubjefts-,  and  pro- 
cured for  his  allies  the  beft  conditions,  which,  in 
the  prefentfituati'on  of  affairs,  could  be  obtained. 
He  faid,  he  had  found  a  general  good  difpofition 
in  all  parties  to  bring  the  negotiation  to  a  happy 
conclufion  ;  and  obferved,  that  we  might  promife 
ourfelves  a  long  enjoyment  of  the  bleffings  of 
peace.  Finally,  after  having  remarked  that  times 
of  tranquillity  v/ere  the  proper  feafons  for  Itffcn- 
ing  the  national  debt,  and  ftrengthening  the  king- 
dom againft  future  events,  he  recommended  to  the 
commons  the  improvement  of  the  public  reve- 
nue, the  maintenance  of  a  confiderable  naval  force, 
the  advancement  of  commerce,  and  the  cultivation 
cf  the  arts  of  peace. 

This 
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This  fpeech,  as  ufual,  was  ecchoed  back  by  an  An.  1748, 
addrefs  to  the  throne  from  both  houfes,  contain- 
ing general  expreflions  of' the  warmeft  loyalty  and 
gratitude^  to  his  majeily,  and  implying  the  moft 
perfcA  fatisfadion  and  acquiefcence  in  the  articles 
of  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapeile. 

The  members  in  the  oppofiLion,   according  to   Debate 
cuflom,    cavilled   at  the    nature  of   this  addrefs.    on  the 
They  obferved,  that  the  late  pacification  was  the  *■ 

woriL  and  moft  inglorious  of  all  the  bad  treaties  to 
which  the  Engliih  nation  had  ever  fubfcribed  :  that 
it  was  eqtialiy  difgraceful,  indefinite,  and  abfurd  : 
They  faid  the  Bricifh  navy  had  gained  fuch  an 
afcendency  over  the  French  at  fea,  that  the  fources 
of  their  wealth  were  already  choaked  up  ;  that  the 
liege  of  Maeitricht  would  have  employed  their 
arms  in  the  Low  Countries  till  the  arrival  of  the 
Ruffians  ;  and  that  the  accefilon  of  thefe  auxilia- 
ries would  have  thrown  the  fuperiority  into  the 
fcale  of  the  allies.  They  did  not  fail  to  take  no- 
tice, that  the  moft  important  and  original  objedl  of 
the  war  v^as  left  v/holly  undecided  ;  and  they  de- 
mondrated  the  abfurdity  of  their  promifing,  in  the 
addrefs,  to  make  good  fuch  engagements  as  his 
majefty  had  entered  into  with  his  allies,  before 
they  knew  vvhac  thofe  engagements  were.  ^ 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  objeftions  the  minifters  re- 
plied, That  the  peace  was  in  itfelf  rather  better 
than  could  be  expe6ted  •,  and  that  the  fmalleft  delay 
might  have  proved  fatal  to  the  liberties  of  Europe. 
They  affirmed,  that  the  Dutch  v;ere  upon  the 
point  of  concluding  a  neutrality,  in  confequence 
of  v/hich  their  troops  would  have  been  withdrawn 
from  the  allied  army ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  even  the 
7  addi- 
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An.1748.  addition  of  the  Ruffian  auxiliaries  would  not  have 
rendered  it  a  match  for  the  enemy.  They  aflerted. 
That  if  the  war  had  been  prolonged  another  year, 
the  national  credit  of  Great  Britain  muft  have  been 
intirely  ruined,  inafmuch  as  many  of  the  public 
funds  had  in  the  preceding  fealbn  funk  below  par, 
fo  that  the  miniftry  had  begun  to  defpair  of  feeing 
the.  money  paid  in  on  the  new  fubfcriprion. 

With  refped  to  the  reiloration  of  Cape  Breton, 
the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  right  of  navi- 
gating without  fearch  in  the  American  feas,  which 
right  had  been  left  uneftablifhed  in  the  treaty ; 
they  declared.  That  the  firft  was  an  unneceflary 
expence,  of  no  confequence  to  Great  Britain  -,  and 
that  the  other  two  were  points  in  difpute,  to  be 
amicably  fetded  in  private  conferences  by  commif- 
faries  duly  authorifed  ;  but  by  no  means  articles  to 
be  edabhihed  by  a  general  treaty. 

The  Britifn  miniltry,  in  the  courfe  of  their  par- 
liamentary contefts,  have  generally  injured  their 
own  proje6ts,  by  attempting  to  prove  pohtions  in- 
difcreetly  urged  in  the  face  of  common  fenfe  and 
underllanding.  Had  they-  refted  their  defence  of 
the  treaty  upon  the  imminent  danger  to  which  the 
States  of  the  United  Provinces  were  expofed,  and 
the  certain  profpeft  of  their  being  obliged  to 
withdraw  their  forces  from  the  general  confederacy, 
the  plea  would  have  been  perhaps  univerfally  ad- 
mitted ',  or,  at  leaft,  it  would  have  ferved  as  a 
plaufible  excufe  for  clofing  with  certain  propofals, 
which,  in  other  circumftances,  ought  to  have  been 
rejected  with  difdain.  But,  in  prefuming  to  offer 
fuch  an  outrage  to  the  underftanding  of  the  people, 
as  that  of  declaring,  that  the  difputes  which  pro- 
duced 
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duced  the  war  were  not  the  objeds  to  be  dif-  An.  1748. 
cuffed  in  the  treaty  of  peace  •,  and  that  the  national 
credit  of  Great  Britain  would  not  probably  fuf- 
lice  to  animate  the  operations  of  another  cam- 
paign ;  they  expofed  themfelves  to  the  cenfure  and 
the  ridicule  of  all  the  v/orld,  and  even  invalidated 
the  credit  which  their  other  allegations  had  a  right 
to  acquire. 

If  the  public  credit  had  run  any  rifque,  or  un- 
dergone the  fm-alleft  fhock,  this  misfortune  was  not 
owing  to  the  war,  but  to  the  fhameful  pradices  of 
the  minifters  themfelves,  who  endeavoured  to  make 
a  job  of  the  fubfcription,    for  the  benefit  of  their 
favourites  and  underflrappers.     As  in  every  former 
expedient  of  this  kind  the  fubfcription  had  fold  for 
a  confiderable  premium,  they  concluded  that  this 
would  meet  with  the  fame  eager  reception  ;  and  in 
this  hope  parcelled  out  the  greater  part  of  it  among 
their  friends  and  adherent^,   though  few  of  them 
had  credit  fufficient  to  borrow  money  for  the  firft 
payment  of  the  large  fums  for  which  they  were 
allowed  to  fubfcribe  :  a  circumftance  of  which  thofe 
who  were  really  moneyed  men  took  the  advantage. 
They  were  determined  againfl:  fubmitting  to  the 
tyranny  of  this  minifterial  job  ;  and  they  reftrained 
their  impatience   to  purchafe,    well  knowing   that 
the  fubfcription  would  fall  to  a  confiderable  difcount. 
The  difficulty,    therefore,  that  threatened  to  clog 
the  operations  of  government,  was  owing  to  a  fcan- 
dalous  fpirit  of  monopoly  and   opprefHon    in  the 
members  of  the  adminiftration,  not  to  the  diftreffes 
of  the  public,  which  we  have  lived  to  fee  in  a  flou- 
rifhing  condition,   under  the  load  of  much  greater 
incumbrances. 

a  '  What 
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An. 1748.        V/hat  the  oppofidon  wanted  in  ftrength,  it  en- 
Supp.ies     deavoured  to  make  up  with  fpirit  and  perfeverance. 

granted.      r-  •    -n      •  i  •  1  r 

'-'  Every   miniiienai  motion   and   mealure  was  can- 

valTed,  fifted,  and  impugned  with  uncommon  art 
and  vivacity  :  but  all  this  little  availed  againll 
the  fingle  article  of  fuperior  number  •,  and  accord=^ 
ingly  this  was  the  fource  of  certain  triumph  in  all 
debates,  in  which  the  fervants  of  the  crown  were 
united.  The  nation  had  realon  to  expedl  an  im- 
mediate mitigation  in  the  article  of  annual  expence, 
coniidering  the  number  cf  troops  and  fhipsofwar 
which  had  been  reduced  at  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  :  but  they  Y/ere  difagrteably  undeceived  in 
.  finding  themfelves  again  loaded  widi  very  extraor- 
dinary impofitions,  for  the  payment  of  a  vaft  debt 
which  the  government  had  contradcd  in  the  courfe 
of  the  war,  notwithftanding  the  incredible  aids 
granted  in  parliament. 

Four  points  of  confideration  did  the  committee 
of  fupply  eftiblifn,  in  their  dehberanons  concern- 
ing the  fums  necelTary  to  be  raifed  ;  namely,  for 
fulfilling  the  engagements  which  the  parliament 
had  entered  into  with  his  majeOy,  and  the  fervices 
undertaken  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  war ;  for  dif- 
charging  debts  contra6ted  by  the  government ; 
for  making  good  deficiencies ;  and  for  defraying 
the  current  expence  of  the  year. 

It  appeared,  that  the  nation  owed  four  and  forty 
thoufand  pounds  to  the  eledor  of  Bavaria  ;  above 
thirty  thoufand  to  the  duki^  of  Brunfwic  •,  the  like 
fum  to  the  landgrave  cf  HeiTe  Caffel  -,  and  near 
nine  thoufand  pounds  to  the  ele6tor  of  Mentz.  The 
queen  of  Hungary  claimed  an  arrear  of  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds.     The  city  of  Glafgow,  in 

North 
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North  Britain,   prefented  a  petition,  praying  to  be   An.1748, 
reimburfed  in  the  fum  of  ten  thoufand  pounds,  ex- 
torted from  that  corporation  by  the  fon  of  the  Pre- 
tender, during  the  rebellion.     One  hundred   and 
twelve  thoufand  pounds   were  owing  to  the  forces 
in  North   America  and   the  Eaft  Indies  •,    befides 
near  half  a  million   due  on  extraordinary  expence 
incurred  by  the  land  forces  in  America,  Flanders^ 
arid    North   Britain,    the  office  of  ordnance,    and 
other  fervices  of  the  laft  year,    to  which   the  par- 
liamentary   provifion    did   not  extend.     The   re- 
maining debt  of  the  ordnance  amounted  to  above 
two  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds :    but  the 
navy  bills  could  not  be  difcharged  for  lefs  than  four 
millions.     The  addition  of  two  millions  three  hun- 
dred and  feventy  four  thoufand  three  hundred  thir- 
ty-three  pounds   fifeen  (liillings  and  two  pence, 
were  required  for  the  current  fervice  of  the    year. 
In  a  word,  the  whole  annual  fupply  exceeded  eight 
millions  flerling  -,    a  fum  at  which  the  whole  nation 
expreifed  equal  aftoniiliment   and   difguft.     It  was 
charged  upon  the   duties  on    malt,  mum,    cyder, 
and  perry,  the  land-tax   at  four   fhillings    in    the 
pound,  annuities  on  the  finking  fund,  an  applica- 
tion of  one  million   from  that  depofir,  and  a  loan 
of  the  like  fum  to  be  charged  on  the  firft  aids  of 
ncxtfeffion.     The  number  of  feamen  was  reduced 
to  feventeen  thoufand,  and  that  of  the  land  forces 
to  eighteen    thoufand    eight    hundred  and  fifty- 
feven,  including  guards  and  garrifons. 

Every  article  of  expence,  however,  was  warmly   oppod- 
difputed  by  the  anti- courtiers  ;   efpecially    the  de-   tion  to  a 
rnand  of  the  queen  of  Hungary,  which  was  deemed    demand 
unreafonably  exorbitant  and  rapacious,  confidering  gfj^pi-efs. 
Numb.   I.  B  the    queea. 
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An. 174$.  the  Teas  of  blood  which  we  had  flied,  and  the  im- 
menfityof  treafure  we  had  exhaiifted  for  her  be- 
nefit:  and  furely  the  fubjefts  of  this  nation  had 
feme  reafon  to  confiplain  of  an  indulgence  of  this 
nature,  granted  to  a  power  which  they  had  literally 
fnatched  from  the  brink  of  ruin  •,  a  power  whofe 
quarrel  they  had  efpoufed  with  a  degree  of  enthu- 
fiafm,  that  did  much  more  honour  to  their  gallantry 
than  to  their  difcretlon  :  a  power  that  kept  aloof, 
with  a  flatelinefs  of  pride  peculiar  to  herfelf  and 
family,  and  beheld  her  Britifh  auxiliaries  fighting 
her  battles  at  their  own  expence  ;  while  (he  fquan^ 
dered  away,  in  the  idle  pageantry  of  barbarous 
magnificence,  thofe  ample  fubfidies  which  they  ad- 
vanced in  order  to  maintain  her  armies,  and  furni(h 
out  her  proportion  of  the  war.  The  leaders  of  the 
oppofition  negleded  no  opportunity  of  embittering 
the  triumphs  of  their  adverfaries  :  they  inveighed 
againil  the  extravagance  of  granting  fixteen  thou- 
fand  pounds  for  the  pay  of  general  and  ftaff  of- 
ficers during  a  peace  that  required  no  fuch  efta- 
blilliment,  cfpecially  at  a  junflure  when  the  na- 
tional incumbrances  rendered  it  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  praflife  every  expedient  of  oeconomy.  They 
even  combated  the  requeft  of  the  city  of  Glafgow 
to  be  mdemnined  for  the  extraordinary  exaftion  it 
imderwent  from  the  rebels  •,  .although  it  appeared, 
from  unqueflionable  ^v'idence,  that  this  extraordi- 
nary contribution  v/as  exafted  on  account  of  that 
city's  peculiar  attachment  to  the  reigning  family  ^ 
that  it  had  always  invariably  adhered  to  revolution - 
principles  •,  and,  v/ith  an  unequalled  fpirit  of  loyal- 
ty and  zeal  for  the  proteilant  fucceiTion,  diftinguifli- 
ed-itfelf  both  in  the  laft  and  preceding  rebellion. 

But 


G  E  O  R  G  E    IL  19 

.  But  the  moft  violent  conteft  arofe  upon  certain   An.r;4g. 
regulations  which  the  miniilry  v/anted  to  eftablifh   Progrefs 
in  two  bills,  relatine  to   the  Tea  and  land  fervice.    °^/^f  ^*^^ 
The  firft,    under  the  title  of  a  bill  for  amending,    ^^  ^-^^^ 
explaining,  and  reducing   into  one   a6l  of  parha-    men, 
ment  the  laws  relating  to  the  navy,   was  calculated 
IbJeiy  with  a  viev/  of  fubjeding  half-pay  officers  to 
martial  law  :   a  defign  which  not  only  furnifhed  the 
oppofition  with  a  plaufible  handle  for  accufmg  the 
minifters,  as  intending  to  encroach  upon  the  con- 
ilitution,  in  order  to  extend  the  influence   of  the 
crown  i    but  alfo  alarmed  the  fea-officers  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  they  affembled  to  a  conliderable  num- 
ber,  with  a  view  to  deliberate  upon   the   proper  ~ 
means  for  defending  their  privileges  and  liberties 
from  invafion. 

The  refult  of  their  confultations  was  a  petition 
to  the  houfe  of  commons,  fubfcribed  by  three  ad- 
mirals and  forty-feven  captains,  not  membs'rs  of 
parliament,  importing,  That  the  bill  in  agitation 
contained  feveral  claufes  tending  to  the  injury  and 
diihonour  of  all  naval  officers,  as  well  as  to  the 
detriment  of  his  majefty's  fervice  j  and  that  the  laws 
already  in  force  had  been  always  found  efTe<fluai 
for  fecuring  the  fervice  of  officers  on  half-pay,  upon  i 

the  moil  preffing  occafions  :  they  therefore  hoped,  '• 

that  they  fhould  not  be  fubjedled  to  nev/  hardfhips  ; 

and  difcouragements ;  and  begged  to  be  heard  by  ' 

their  counfel,  before  the  committee  of  ^he  whole 
houfe,  touching  fuch  parts  of  the  bill  as  they  ap- 
prehended would  be  injurious  to  themfelves  and 
the  other  officers  of  his  majtdy's  navy.  This 
petition  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  by  Sir  John  Nor- 
risj  and  the  motion  for  its  being  read  was  fecond- 

B  2  ed 


20  HISTOl^Y    OF    ENGLAND. 

An.  1 748.   ed  by  Sir  Peter  Warren,  whofe  charafter  was  tini- 
verfally  efteemed  and  beloved  in  the  nation. 

•  This  meafure  had  like  to  have  produced  very 
ferious  confequences.  Many  commanders  and  fub- 
alcerns  had  repaired  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  and 
threatened,  in  plain  terms,  to  throw  up  their  com- 
miflions,  in  cafe  the  bill  fhould  pafs  into  a  law ; 
and  a  general  fermenf  was  begun  among  all  the 
fubordinate  members  of  the  navy.  Amotion  was 
made,  That  the  petitioners,  according  to  their  re- 
queft,  ihould  be  heard  by  their  counfel;  and  this 
propofal  was  ftrongly  urged  by  the  firft  orators  of 
the  antiminifterial  afTociation  :  but  the  minifler, 
confiding  in  his  own  ftrength,  .reinforced  by  the 
abilities  of  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Lyttleton,  and  Mr.  Fox 
the  fecretary  at  war,  firenuoufly  oppofed  the  mo- 
tion, which,  upon  a  divifion,  was  thrown  out  by  a 
great  majoriLy. 

The  feveral  articles  of  the  bill  were  afterwards 
feparately  debated  with  great  warmth ;  and  al- 
though Mr.  Pelham  had,  with  the  moil  difinterefted 
air  of  candour,  repeatedly  declared  that  he  required 
no  fiipport,  even  from  his  own  adherents,  but  that 
which  m'ght  arife  from  reafon  unreftrained,  and 
full  convidion,  he,  on  this  occafion,  reaped  all  the 
fruit  of  their  zeal  and  attachment  which  could 
be  expeded  from  the  moft  implicit  complaifance. 
Some  piaufible  amendments  of  the  moft  exception- 
able claufes  were  oiffered,  particularly  of  that  which 
impoled  an  oath  upon  the  members  of  every  court- 
martial,  iiiiporting,  that  they  (liould  not,  on  any  ac- 
count, difciofe  the  opinionsortranfadions  of  any  fuch 
tribunal.  This  was  confidered  as  a  fanflion  under 
which  any  court-martial  might  commit  the  moft  fla- 

granl 
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grant  a6ls  of  injuftice  and  oppreffion,  which  even  An. 1748. 
the  parliament  itfelt  could  not  redrefs,  becaufe  it 
would  be  impoffible  to  afcercain  the  truth,  eternally 
fealed  up  by  this  abfurd  obligation.  The  amendment 
propofed  was,  that  the  member  of  a  court-martial 
might  reveal  the  tranfaftions  and  opinions  of  it, 
in  all  cafes  wherein  the  courts  of  juftice,  as  the  lav/ 
now  ftands,  have  a  right  to  interfere,  if  required 
thereto  by  cither  houie  of  parliament :  a  very  rea- 
fonable  mitigation,  which  however  was  rejected  by 
the  majority.'  Neverthelefs,  the  fufpicion  of  an  in- 
tended encroachment  had  raifed  fuch  a  clamour 
without  doors,  and  diffiii'ed  the  odium  of  this  mea- 
fure  fo  generally,  that  the  minifter  thought  proper 
to  drop  the  proje<5led  article  of  war,  fubjeifling  the 
reformed  officers  of  the  navy  to  the  jurifdid:ion  of 
courts  martial  i  and  the  bill  being  alfo  foftened  in 
other  particulars,  during  its  paffage  through  the 
upper  houfe,  at  length  received  the  royal  aflent. 

The  flame  which  this  ad  had  kindled,  was  rather  Objefli- 
encreafed  than  abated  at  ihe  appearance  of  a   new  onstothe 
mutiny- bill,  replete  with  divers  innovations,  tend-  f!"  '"^" 
ing  to  augment  the  influence  of  the  crown,  as  v/ell 
as  the  authority  and  power   of  a  miiiiary  juiifdic- 
tion.     All  the  articles  of  war  efi:ablifl:ied  fmce  the 
reign  of  the  fecond  Charles,  were  fubmitied  to  the 
infpeclion  of  the  commons  ;  and  in  thcfe  appeared 
a  gradual  fpirit   of  encroachment,  almoft  imper- 
ceptibly deviating  from  the  civil   inftitutes  of  the 
Engliih  conftitution,  towards    the  eftablifhment  of 
a  military  dominion.     By  this  new  bill  a  power  was 
veiled  in  any  commander  in  chief  to  revile  and  cor- 
real any  legal  fentence  of  a  court-martia),  by  which 
the   members  of  fuch  a  court,  correfponding  with 

B  ^  the 


22  HISTORY    OF     ENGLAND. 

An.] 748.   the  nature  of  a  civil  jury,  were  rendered  abfolutely 
nfelefs,  and  the  commander  in  a  great  meafure  ab- 
folute-,  for  he  had  not  only  the  power  offummoning 
fuch  officers  as  he  might  choofe  to  fit  on  any  trial, 
a  prerogative  unknown  to  any  civil  court  of  judica- 
ture :   but  he  was  alfo  at  liberty  to  review  and  alter 
the  fentence  -,  fo  that  a  man    was   fubjeit   to  two 
trials  for  the  fame  offence,  and  the  commander  in 
chief  was  judge  both  of  the  guilt  and  the  punifli- 
ment.     By  the  final  claufe  of  this  bill,  the  martial 
law  was  extended  to  all  officers  on  half- pay;   and 
the  fame  argument,  which  had  been  urged  againft 
this  article  in  the  navy-bill,  v/ere  now  repeated  and 
reinforced  v/ith  redoubled  fervour.     Many  reafons 
were  offered  to  prove  that  the  half-pay  was  allotted 
as  a  recompence  for  paftfervice  i  and  the  opponents 
of  the   bill  affirmed,  that  fuch  an  article,  by  aug- 
menting the  dependents  of  the  crown,  might  be 
very  dangerous  to  the  conftiturion.     On  the  other 
hand,  the  partifans  of  the  miniftry  aflerced  that  the 
half-pay  was  granted  as  a  retaining  fee  ;   and  that 
originally  all  thofe  v/ho  enjoyed   this   indulgence, 
were  deemed  to  be  in  aclual  fervice,    confequently 

fubjeft  to  martial  law.     Mr.  P ,   who    at  this 

time  exercifed  the  office  of  paymafter  general  with 
a  rigvour  of  integrity  unknown  to  the  moft  diiinte-^ 
reded  of  all  his  predeceflors  in  that  department  ef- 
j^oufed  the  claufe  in  diipute,  as  a  neceffary  exten- 
fio|i  of  military  dif.ipline  which  could  never  be  at- 
tended with  any  bad  confequence  to  the  liberty  of 
the  nation.  The  remarks  Vv'hich  he  made  on  this 
occ'afion  implied  an  opinion  that  our  liberties  wholly 
exifted  in  dependence  upon  the  diredion  of  the  fo- 
vereign,  and  the  virtue  of  the  army.     "  To  that 

virtues 
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virtue,  fald  he,  we  truft  even  at  this  hour,  fmall  An.i74S 
as  our  army  is — to  that  virtue  we  mud  have  trufted 
had  this  bill  been  modelled  as  its  warmeil  oppofers 
could  have  wiHied;  and  without  this  virtue,  fhould 
the  lords,  the  commons,  and  the  people  of  Eng- 
land intrench  themfelves  behind  parchment  up  to 
the  teeth,  the  fword  will  find  a  pafiage  to  the  vitals 
of  the  conftitution."  This_^being  the  cafe,  vain, 
fruitlefs,  and  unnecefiary,  muft  thofe  precautions 
be,  which  are  fo  carefully  tranfmitted  from  one 
feflion  to  another,  in  order  to  reftrain  the  military 
power  within  the  conftitutional  pale  of  parliament. 
At  any  rate,  it  cannot  furely  be  advifable  to  efta- 
blifhfuch  new  regulations  as  may  poffibly  be  produc- 
tive of  prejudice  to  national  liberty,  unlefs  the  want 
of  them  had  been  proved  detrimental  to  the  fcr- 
vice  of  the  public. 

All  the  difputed  articles  of  the  bill  being  fuf- 
tained  on  the  ihoulders  of  a  great  majority,  it  was 
conveyed  to  the  upper  houfe,  where  it  excited  an- 
other vrolent  ccnteft.     Upon  the  queftion  whether 
officers  on  half-pay  had  not  been  fubjecl  to  martial 
law,  the  judges  were  confuked  and  divided  in  their 
fentiments.     The  earl  of  Bath  declared  his  opinion, 
that  the  martial-law  did  not  extend  to  reformed  of- 
ficers; and  opened  all  the  iluices  of  his  antient  elo- 
quence.    He  .admitted  a  cafe  which  was  urged  of 
ieven  officers  on  half  pay,  who,  being  taken  in  ac- 
tual rebellion  at  Prefton,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fifteen,   had    been  executecl  4^:Fr.  ""'v' ■.. . 
.the  fpot    by   martial   law,   in   confequence   of  the 
king's  exprefs  order.     He  candidly  owned,  that   he 
himfelf  was  fecretary  at  war  at  that   period  :    tha': 
he  had  approved   of   this   order,   and    even   tranf- 
ipitted  it  to  general  Carpenter,  who  commanded  at 

B  ^  P-i-ef- 
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An.)i748.   Prefton  ;  but  now  his  opinion  was  entirely  changed. 
He  obferved  that  when   the   forementioned   rebel- 
lion firft  broke  out,   the  houfe  prefented  an  addrefs 
to  the  king,  defiring  his  majefty   would  be  pleafed 
to  eniploy   ail  half-pay    officers,  and  gratify  them 
with  whole  pay-,  and  indeed   all   fuch  officers  were 
voted  on  whole  pay,   by  the  houfe    of  commons. 
They  were  afterwards  appnfcd  of  this  vote,  by  an 
advertifement  in  the,  Gazette,  and  ordered   to  hold 
themfelves  in  readinefs  for  repairing  to  fuch  places 
as  fhould  be  appointed  ;  and  finally  commanded  to 
repair  by  fuch  a  day  to  thofe  places,  on  pain  of  be- 
ing (truck  off  the  lift  of  half-pay.     Thefe  precau^ 
tions  would  have  been  unneceffary  had  they  been 
deemed   fubjed  to  martial   law  i   and   the  penalty 
for  non -obedience  would  not  have  been  merely  a 
privation  of  their   penfions,   but  they  would  have 
fallen  under  the  puniihment  of  death  as  deferters 
from  the  fervice.     His  lordfliip  diftinguiffied,  with 
great  propriety  and  precifion,  between  a  ftep  which 
had  been  precipitately  taken  in  a  violent  crifis,  when 
the  public  was  heated  with  apprehenfion  and  refent- 
ment,  and  a  folemn  law  concerted  at  leifure,  during 
the  m.oft  profound  tranquillity.     Notwithflanding 
the  fpirited  oppofition  of  this  nobleman,  and  fome 
attempts  to  infert  additional  claufes,  the  bill  having 
undergone  a  fewinconfiderable  amendments,  pafied 
by  virtue  of  a  very  confiderable  majority. 

Immediately  after  the  mutiny  bill  had  paffed  the 
f...  lower  houfe,  another  fruitlefs  effort  was  made  by 
thetprin  tue  oppofition.  The  danger  of  a  ffcanding  army, 
pfafol-  on  whofe  virtue  the  conftitution  of  Great  Briiain 
diers  fer-  f^emed  to  depend,  did  not  fail  to  alarm  the  minds 
of  many  who  were  zealoufly  attached  to  the  liber- 
ties of  their  country,  and  gave  birth   to  a  fcherne, 

whichj 
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which,  if  executed,  would  have  enabled  the  legi-    ^n.i-^g. 
flature  to  eftablifh  a   militia  that    mud  have  an- 
Iwered  many  national  purpofes,  and  afted  as  a  coii- 
ftitutional  bulwark  againft  the  exceffes  and  ambi- 
tion of  a  military  Handing  force,  under  the  imme- 
diate influence  of  the  government.     The  fcheme 
which  patriotifm  conceived,  was,  in  all  probability, 
adopted  by  party.     A  motion  was  made,  and  a  bill 
brought   in,  limiting  the  time  beyond  which  no 
foidier,    or   non  commiffioned    officer   fhould    be 
compelled   to  continue  in  the  fcrvice.     Had  this 
limitation  taken  place,   fuch  a  rotation  of  foldiers 
would  have  enlued  among  the  common  people, 
that  in  a   few  years  every  peafant,  labourer,   and 
inferior    tradefman  in   the  kingdom,  would    have 
underftood  the  exercife  of  arms  ;  and  perhaps  the 
people  in  general  would  have  concluded,    that   a 
(landing  army  ¥/as  altogether  unneceffary.    A  pro- 
ject: of  this  nature  could  not,  for  obvious  reafons, 
be  agreeable  to   the  adminifiration,   and   therefore 
the  bill  was  rendered  abortive  •,   for,  after  having 
been  twice  read,  it  was  poftponed  from  time  to  time 
nntil  the  parliament  v/as  prorogued,  and  nevtr  ap- 
peared in  the  fequel. 

Such  were  the  chief  fubjefls  of  debate  between 
the  miniftry  and  the  oppofition,  compofcd,  as  wc 
have  already  obferved,  of  the  prince's  fervants  and 
the  remains  of  the  country  party,  this  lad  being 
headed  by  lord  Strange,  fon  of  the  earl  of  Derby, 
and  Sir  Francis  Dalhwood  ;  the  former  a  noble- 
man of  diftinguiflied  abilities,  keen,  penetrating, 
eloquent,  and  fagacious  j  the  other  frank,  fpirited, 
and  fenfible. 

It  muft  be  owned,  however,  for  the  honour  of 
the  miniftry,  that,  if  they  carried  a  few  unpopular 

mea- 
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An.i748-  meafures  with  a  high  hand,  they  feemed  earneftiy 
defjrousof  making  amends  to  the  nation,  by  pro- 
moting divers  regulations  for  the  benefit  and  im- 
provement of  commerce,  which  adlually  took  place 
in  the  enfuing  fcffion  of  parliament.     One  of  the 
Meafures    principal  objeds    of  this  nature,    which  fell  under 
taken         [j^gjj.  cognizance,  was  the  trade    to  the   coaft  of 
fbea  to"     Guinea  ;   a  very  important  branch  of  traffic,  whe- 
the  Afri-     ther  confidered  as  a  market  for  Britilh  manufac- 
C2a  trade,   tures,  or  as  the  fource  that  fupplied   the  Engliih 
plantations  with  negroes.    This  was  originally  mo- 
nopolized  by  a  joint-flock   company,   which   had 
from  time  to  time  derived  confiderable  fums  from 
the  legiflature,  for  enabling  them  the  better   to 
fupport  certain  forts  orcaftles  on  the  coaft  of  Afri- 
ca, to  facilitate  the  commerce  and  protedt  the  mer- 
chants.    In  the  fequel,  however,  the  exclufive  pri- 
vilege having   been  judged  prejudicial    to   the  na- 
tional trade,  the  coaft  was  laid  open  to  all  Britilli 
fiibjeds  indifcriminately,  upon  condition  that  they 
fliould  pay  a  certain  duty  towards  defraying  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  forts  and  faftories. 

This  expedient  did  not  anfwer  the  purpofes  foir 
which  it  had  been  contrived.  The  feparate  traders, 
inftead  of  receiving  anybenefit  from  the  protedion 
of  the  company,  induftrioully  avoided  their  caftles, 
as  the  receptacles  of  tyranny  and  oppredion.  The 
company,  whether  from  the  mifcondu-fl  or  knavery 
of  their  diredlors,  contrafted  fuch  a  load  of  debts 
as  their  ftock  was  unable  to  difcharge.  They 
feemed  to  negled  the  traffic,  and  allowed  the  caf- 
tles to  decay.  In  a  word,  their  credit  being  ex- 
haufted,  and  their  creditors  growing  clamorous, 
they  prefented  z  petirion  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
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difclofing  their  diilrefles,   and   imploring  fuch  af-    An.!748. 
fiftance  as  fhouid   enable   them  not  only  to  pay 
their  debts,  but  alfo  to  maintain  the  forts  in  a  de- 
fen  fible  condition.     This  petition,    recommended 
to  the  houfe  in  a  mefiage  from  his  majefty,  was  cor- 
roborated by  another  in  behalf  of  the  company's 
creditors.    Divers  merchants  of  London,  interefted 
in  the   trade  of  Africa,  and  the  Britifii  plantations 
of  America,  petitioned  the  houfe,  that  as  the  Afri- 
can trade  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  na- 
tion, and  could  not  be  fupported  without  forts  and 
fettlements,   fome  effedual  means  fhouid  be  fpee^ 
dily  taken  for  proteding  and  extending  this  va- 
luable branch  of  commerce.     A  fourth  was  of- 
fered by  the  merchants  of  Liverpool,  reprefenting, 
that  the  fecurity  and  protection   of  the  trade  to 
Africa  muft  always  principally  depend  upon  his 
majefty's  fhips  of  war,  properly  ftationed  •)n   that 
coaft,  and  feafonably  relieved  ;  and  that  fuch  forts 
and  fettlements  as  might  be  judged   necelTary  for 
marks  of  fovereignty  and  poiTeffion,  would  prove 
a  nuifance  and  a  burthen  to  the  trade,  lliould  they    . 
remain  in  the  hands  of  any  joint-ftock  company, 
whofe  private  intereft  always  had  been,   and  ever 
would  be,  found  incompatible  with  the  intereft  of 
the  feparate  and   open    trader.     They    therefore 
prayed,  that  the  faid  forts  might  either  be  taken 
into  his  majefty's  immediate  poiTeffion,  and  fup- 
ported by  the  public,    or  committed  to  the   mer- 
chants trading  on   that  coad,  in   fuch  a  manner  as 
the  houfe  fiiould  judge  expedient,  v/ithout  veiling 
3n  them  any  other  advantage  or  right  to  the  com- 
merce, but  what  iliould  be  common  to  all  his  ma- 
jefty's fubj."fts, 

This 
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An.  1 748.  This  remonftrance  was  fucceeded  by  another,  to 
the  fame  effed,  from  the  mafter,  wardens,  affift- 
ants,  and  commonalty  of  the  fociety  of  merchant- 
adventurers  within  the  city  of  Briftol. 

All  thefe  petitions  were  referred  to  a  committee 
appointed  to  deliberate  on  this  fubjeft  -,  and  they 
agreed  to  certain  refolutions,  importing,  That  the 
trade  to  Africa  Ihould  be  free  and  open  -,  That  the 
Britifh  forts  and  fettlements  on  that  coaft  ought  to 
be  maintained  and  put  under  proper  diredlion  ; 
and,  That,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  African  trade 
in  the  mod  beneficial  manner  to  thefe  kingdoms, 
ail  the  Britifh  fubjetls  trading  to  Africa  fhould  be 
united  in  one  open  company,  without  any  joint- 
ftock,  or  power  to  trade  as  a  corporation.  A  bill 
was  immediately  founded  on  thefe  refolutions, 
•which  alarmed  the  company  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
they  had  recourfe  to  another  petition,  demon- 
ftrating  their  right  to  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  ex- 
preffing  their  reliance  on  the  juflice  of  the  houfe, 
that  they  fhould  not  be  deprived  of  their  property 
without  an  adequate  confideration.  In  a  few  days 
a  fecond  addrefs  was  offered  by  their  creditors, 
complaining  of  the  company's  mifmanagemenr, 
promifing  to  furrender  their  right,  as  the  wifdom 
of  parliament  fhould  prefcribe  ;  praying,  that  their 
debts  might  be  inquired  into  ;  and  that  the  equi- 
valent, to  be  granted  for  the  company's  poffeffions, 
might  be  fecured  and  applied,  in  the  firfl  place, 
for  their  benefit.  The  commons,  in  confequence 
of  this  petition,  ordered  the  company  to  produce 
a  lift  of  their  debts,  together  with  a  copy  of  their 
charter,  and  two  remonftrances  which  their  credi- 
tors had  prefentcd  to  them  before  this  application 

to 
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to  parliament.  A  committee  of  the  whole  houfe.  An. 1748* 
having  deliberated  on  thefe  papers  and  petitions, 
and  heard  the  company  by  their  counfel,  refolved 
to  give  them  a  reafonable  compenfation  for  their 
charter,  lands,  forts,  fettlements,  (laves,  and  ef* 
fe6ls,  to  be,  in  the  firft  place,  applied  towards  the 
payment  of  their  creditors.  A  bill  being  formed 
accordingly,  palled  through  the  commbns,  and  was 
conveyed  to  the  upper  houfe,  where  a  great  many 
objedions  were  ftarted ;  and  for  the  prefent  it  was 
dropped,  until  a  plan  more  exceptionable  fhould 
be  concerted.  In  the  mean  time  their  lordfhips 
addreffed  his  majedy.  That  the  lords  commiiTioners 
for  trade  and  plantations  might  be  diredled  to  pre- 
pare a  fcheme  on  this  fubjecltobe  laid  before  both 
houfes  of  parliament  at  the  beginning  of  next  (€(•■ 
fion  •,  That  initant  orders  fhould  be  given  for  pre- 
ferving  and  fecuring  the  forts  and  fettlements  on 
the  coaft  of  Guinea  belonging  to  Great  Britain  j 
and.  That  proper  perfons  fhould  be  appointed  to 
examine  into  the  condition  of  thofe  forts,  as  well  as 
of  the  military  ftores,  flaves,  and  velTels  belonging 
to  the  African  company,  fo  as  to  make  a  faithful 
report  of  thefe  particulars,  v/ith  all  pofTible  expe- 
dition. 

The  miniftry  having   profeffed   an  inclination,    Scheme 
and  indeed  fhewn  a  difpofition,  to  promote  and  ex-     ^  ^-^^'^ 
tend  the  commerce  of  the  kingdom,  the  commons   theBridfh 
refolved  to  take  fome  fleps    for  encouraging  the  fifliery. 
white  fifhery  along  the  northern  coafl  of  theiQand, 
which  is  an  inexhauftible  fource  of  wealth  to  our 
induftrious  neighbours   the  Dutch,  who  employ 
annually  a  great  number  of  hands   and  vefTels  in 
this  branch  of  commerce.     The  fenfible  part  of 

the 
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An.  1 748.  the  Britifh  people,  refleding  on  this  fubjed,  plairt- 
Jy  forefaw  that  a  fifhery,  under  due  regulations^ 
undertaken  with  the  proteftion  and  encourage- 
ment of  the  legiflature,  would  not  only  prove  a 
fund  of  national  riches,  and  a  nurfery  of  Teamen  5 
but  likev/ife,  in  a  great  meafure,  prevent  any  future 
infurreftions  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  by  dif* 
fuling  a  fprrit  of  induilry  among  the  natives  of 
that  country,  who,  finding  it  in  their  power  to  he- 
come  independent,  on  the  fruits  of  their  own  la- 
bour, would  foon  enfranchife  themfelves  from  that 
ilavifh  attachment  by  which  they  had  beeen  fo  long 
€0nne6led  with  their  landlords  and  chieftains. 
Accordingly  a  committee  v/as  appointed  to  deli- 
berate on  the  ftate  of  the  Britifh  fiPnery  j  and  upon 
their  report,  a  bill  was  founded  for  encouraging  the 
whale  fifhery  on  the  coafbof  Spitzbergen,  by  a  boun- 
ty of  forty  fnillings  per  ton  of  every  fhip  equipped 
for  that  undertaking. 

The  bill  having  made  its  way  through  both 
houfes,  and  obtained  the  royal  affent,  the  merchants 
in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  particularly  in 
North  Britain,  began  to  build  and  fit  out  fhips  of 
great  burthen,  and  peculiar  ftruclure,  for  the  pur- 
pofes  of  that  fifnery,  which  ever  fince  hath  been 
-     carried  on  with  equal  vigour  and  fuccefs. 

Divers  merchants  and  traders  of  London  having 
prefented  to  the  houfe  of  commons  a  petition,  re- 
prefenting  the  benefits  that  would  accrue  to  the 
community  from  a  herring  and  cod  fifhery,  efla- 
blilhed  on  proper  principles,  and  carried  on  with 
fkill  and  integrity,  this  remonftrance  was  referred 
to  the  committee,  upon  whofe  refoiutions  a  bill  was 
formed ;    but  before  this  could  -be  difcuffed  in 

the 
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the  houfe,  the  parliament  was  prorogued,  and  of  An.  1748* 
conftquence  thii  meafure  proved  abortive. 

The  next    propofed    regulation,  in   favour  of  Attempt 
trade,  was  that  of  laying  open  the  commerce  of  ^^  '^P-" 
Hudfon's  bay,  in  the  moft  northern  parts  of  Ame-      ^  ^°'^- 

•^ '  f^  rnerce  to 

rica,  where  a  fmall  monopoly  maintained  a  few  Hndfoa's 
forts  and  fettlements,  and  profecuted  a  very  ad-  bay. 
vantageous  fur- trade  wiih  the  Indians  of  that  con- 
tinent. It  was  ftiggefted,  that  the  company  had 
long  ago  enriched  themfeives  by  their  exclufive 
privilege  j  that  they  employed  no  more  than  four 
annual  fhips  •,  that,  contrary  to  an  exprefs  injunc- 
tion in  their  charter,  they  difcouraged  all  attempts 
to  difcovcr  a  north  wefl  paffage  to  the  Eaft-Indiesj 
that  they  dealt  cruelly  and  periidioufly  with  the 
poor  Indians,  vv'ho  never  traded  with  them,  except 
when  compelled  by  neceOlty,  fo  that  the  bcft  pare 
of  the  fur- trade  had  devolved  to  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain  ;  and  that  their  exclufive  patent  re- 
llrided  to  very  narrow  limits  a  branch  of  com-  ^ 
merce,  which  might  be  cultivated  to  a  prodigious 
extent,  as  well  as  to  ihe  infinite  advantage  of  Great: 
Britain. 

Petitions,  that  the  trade  of  Hudfon's  bay  might 
be  laid  open,  were  p'rcfcnted  to  the  houfe  by  mer- 
chants of  London,  Great  Yarmouth,  and  Wolver- 
hampton •,  and  a  committee  v/as  appointed  to  delibe- 
rate upon  the  fubjed.  On  the  other  hand,  the  com- 
pany exerted  themfeives  in  petitions,  and  private 
applications  for  their  own  prefervation.  The  com- 
mittee examined  papers  and  records  -,  and  the  re- 
porL  was- taken  into  confideration  by  the  whole 
houfe.  Many  evidences  were  interrogated,  and 
€laboratefpeeches  made,  on  both  fides  of  the  quef- 
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An.i74?.  tion.     At  length  the    majoriry   Teemed   facisfied, 
that  the  traffic  on    the   coaft   of  Hudfon's   bay 
could  not  be  preferved  without   forts   and   fettle- 
ments,  which  muft  be  maintained  either  by  an  ex- 
clufive  company,  or  at  the  public  expence  -,  and 
as  this  was  not  judged  a  proper  jundure  to  encum- 
ber the  nation  with  any  charge  of  that  kind,  the 
defign  of  diflblving  the  company  was  laid  afide 
to  a  more  favourable  opportunity.  This,  however, 
was  but  an  indifferent  excufe,  provided  the  trade 
was  really  capable  of  confiderable  extenfion  :  for 
the  company,  having  already  enriched  themfeives 
by  their  charter,   had    no   right  to  demand  an  in- 
demnification ;  and  the  expence  of  maintaining  the 
forts,  being  trifling  in  itfelF,  would  have  been  am- 
ply   refunded  by    the   augmentation   of    the  na- 
tional commerce. 
Minilte-  j-i^^  government   had  during   the   war,  fouiid 

f^rmann-  g^^^'^  difficulty  in  prefiing  men  for  the  fervice  of 
ing  the  the  navy  :  a  praflice,  which,  however  fandioned 
navy.  by  neceffity,  is  nevertheL-fs  a  flagrant  incroach- 
ment  on  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft,  and  a  violent 
-  outrage  againfl  the  confticution  of  Great  Britain. 
The  miniftry,  therefore,  had  employed  fpme  of 
their  agents  to  form  a  fcheme  for  retaining  in  time 
of  peace,  by  means  of  a  certain  allowance,  a  num- 
ber of  feamen,  who  fhould  be  regilfered  for  the 
purpofc,  and  be  ready  to  man  a  fquadron  upon 
any  emergency.  Such  a  plan,  properly  regulated, 
would  have  been  a  great  advantage  to  commerce, 
which  is  always  diftreffed  by  the  expedient  of  prefT- 
ing  feam.en  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  a  great  fecu- 
rity  to  the  kingdom  in  dangerous  conjunctures, 
when    it  may  be  necefiary  to  equip  an  armament 
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at  a  minute's  warning.  The  houfe  of  commons  An.  1748. 
being  moved  upon  this  fubjed,  agreed  to  divers 
refolutions,  as  a  foundation  for  the  bill  :  but  the 
members  in  the  oppofition  affeding  to  reprefent 
this  meafure  in  an  odious  light,  being  an  imitation 
of  the  French  method  of  regiftring  feamen  without 
their  own  confent,  Mr.  Pelham  dropped  it,  as  an 
unpopular  projedt. 

Information  having  been    received,    that    the  Fruitlers 
French  intended  to  fettle  the  neutral  iflands  of  St.   motions 
Lucia,  Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  and  Tobago,  in  the  ^        ^ 
Weft  Indies,  the  nation  had  taken  the  alarm  in  the   bers  in 
beginning  of  the  year  ;  and  a  motion  v/as  made  in  the  oppo^ 
the  houfe  of  commons  to  addrefs  his  majefty,  that  "'^°"* 
he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give  directions 
for  laying  before  the  houfe  copies  of  the  inftruc- 
tions  given  to  the  governors  of  Barbadoes  for  tea 
years  laft  pall,    fo  far  as  they  related  to  thefe  neu- 
tral  iflands  :    but  whether  the  miniiler  was   con- 
fcious  of  a  negleft  in   this  particular,   or  thought 
fuch  inquiries  trenched  upon  the  prerogative,   he 
oppofed  the  motion  with  all  his  might ;  and,  after 
feme  debate,  the  previous  queition  pafTed   in  the 
negative. 

This  was  alfo  the  fate  of  another  motion  made 
by  the  earl  of  E— t  for  an  addrefs,  intreating  his 
majefty  would  fubmit  to  the  infpedion  of  the  houfe 
ail  the  propofals  of  peace  that  had  been  made  by 
the  French  king,  fince  the  year  which  preceded  the 
?aft  rebellion,  to  that  in  which  the  definitive  treaty 
was  concluded  at  Aix-la  Chapelle.  This  they  pro- 
pofed  as  a  previous  ftep  to  the  parliament's  forna- 
ing  any  opinion  concerning  the  utility  or  neceftity 
of  the  peace  which  had  been  eftablifhed.     Violent 

Numb.  I.  C  debates 
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An.1748.   debates   enfued,    in'  which  the  oppofition  was  ^■ 
much  excelled    in  oratory  as    out-numbered   iri 
votes. 

Such  were  the  material  tranfadions  of  this  id- 
fion,  which  in  the  month  of  June  was  ciofed    as 
iifual  v/ich  a  fpeech  from  the  throne  j  in  which  his 
majefty  fignified  his  hope,  that  the   parliament,  at 
their  next  meeting,  would  be  able  to  perieft  what 
they  had  now  begun  for  advancing  the  trade  and 
navigation  of  the  kingdom.   He  likewiie  expreffed 
his  fatisfadion  in  feeing  public  credit  flourilh   at 
the  end  of  an  expenfive  war  •,   and   recommended 
unanimity,    as   the  fureft  bulwark  of  national  fe- 
curity. 
Severities        While  the  minii^ry,  on  fome  occafions,  exhibited 
fixercifed     ^jj  ^^i^  external  figns  of  moderation  and  good   hu- 
iiudents      "^our;   they,  on  Others,  manuetted  a  fpirit  or  jea- 
atOxford.  loufy  and  refentment,  which  feems  to  have  been 
childilh  and  ilhberal.     Two  cr  three  young  riotous 
fludents  at  Oxford,  trained  up  in  prejudice,  and 
heated  with  intemperance,  uttered  fome  expreffions 
over  their  cups,  importing  their  attachment  to  the 
family  of  the  Pretender.     The  report  of  this  indif- 
cretion    was    induftrioufly    circulated    by  certain 
worthlefs  individuals,  who,  having  no  reliance  on 
their   own    incrinfic   merit,    hoped  to  diftinguiili 
thcnifelves  as  the  tools  of  party,  and  to  obtain  fa- 
vour with  .the   miniilry  by  a6ling  as  volunteers  in 
,  the  infamous  pradice  of  information.  Though  nei- 
ther, the  age,  rank,   nor  conne6lions  of  the  delin- 
quents, were  fuch  as  ought  to  have  attracted  the  no- 
tice of  the  public,  the  vice-chancellor,  heads    of 
houfes,  and  prodors  of  the  univerHty,  knowing  the 
invidious  fcrutlny  to  which  their  conduct  was  fub-' 
3,  jeaed^ 
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j^6ted,  thought  proper  to  publilh  a  declaration,  An.i;.4S. 
fignifying  their  abhorrence  of  all  feditious  prac- 
tices ;  importing  their  determined  refolution  to 
punifli  all  offenders  to  the  utmoft  feverity  and  ri- 
gour of  the  flatutes  -,  and  containing  peremptory 
orders  for  the  regulation  of  the  univcriity.  Not- 
withftanding  thefe  wife  and  falutary  precautions, 
the  three  boys,  whO,  in  the  heat  of  their  intoxica- 
tion, had  drank  to  the  Pretender's  health,  were 
taken  into  cuftody  by  a  mefTcnger  of  ilate.  Two 
of  them  being  tried  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench, 
and  found  guilty,  were  fentenCed  to  walk  through 
the  courts  of  Weftminfter,  with  an  account  of  their 
crime  fixed  to  their  foreheads ;  to  pay  a  fine  of  five 
nobles  each  ;  to  be  imprifoned  for  two  years,  and 
find  fecurity  for  their  good  behaviour  for  the  term 
of  feven  years  after  their  enlargement.  Many 
people  thought  they  faw  the  proceedings  of  the 
ftar-chamber  revived  in  the  fev^erity  of  this  puniHi- 
nienr. 

The  adminiftration,  not  yet  fatisfied  with  the 
vengeance  which  had  been  taken  on  thefe  three 
ftriplings,  feemed  determined  to  ftigmatize  the 
univerfity  to  which  they  belonged.  The  cry  of 
Jacobitifm  was  loudly  trumpeted  againil  the  whole 
community.  The  addrefs  of  the  univerfity,  con- 
gratulating his  majefly  on  the  eflablifhment  of  the 
peace,  was  rejefted  Vv'ith  difdain  :  an  attempt  was 
tnadc  to  fubjeft  their  ilatutes  to  the  infpedion  of 
the  king's  council;  but  this  rule  being  argued  in 
the  court  of  King's  Bench,  was  difmiiTed,  in  coa- 
fequence  of  the  opinions  given  by  the  judges. 
Finally,  the  fame  tribunal  granted  an  information 
zgriViCx  Dr.  Purnel,  the  vicc-chan cello.'-,  for  hh 
C  2  beha- 
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All. J 748.   behaviouf  "m    the  cafe  of  the  rioters  abovemen- 
tioned  :  but  this  was  countermanded  in  the  fequel, 
his  condu6l  having  appeared  unexceptionable  upon 
a  more  cool  and  impartial  inquiry. 
The  duke       In  proportion  as  Oxford  declined,  her  fifter  uni- 
°^j^'"'~     verfuy  rofe   in  the  favour  of  the  adminiftration, 
chofen        which  fhe  at  this  period  cultivated  by  an  extraor- 
chancel-     dinary  mark  of  complaifance  and  attachment.  The 
lor  of  the   (jig^jfy  Q-f  chancellor  in   that  univerfity  being  va- 
ofCam-     cared  by  the  death  of  the  duke  of  Somerfet,   the 
biidge,       nation  in  general  Teemed   to  think  it  would  natu- 
rally devolve  upon  the  prince  of  Wales,  as  a  com- 
pliment at  all  times  due  to  that  rank-,  but  more 
efpecially   to  the   prefent  heir   aparcnt,  who  had 
■  eminently  dillinguifhed  himfeif  by  the  virtues  of  a 
patriot  and  a  prince.     He  had  even  pleafed  him- 
feif with  the  hope  of  receiving  this  mark  of  at- 
tachment  from  a  feminary,  for  which  he  enter- 
rained  a  particular  regard.     But  the  ruhng  mem- 
bers, feeing  no  immediate  profpecl  of  advantage 
in  glorifying  even  a  prince,  who  was  at  variance 
with  the  minifl:ry,  wilely  turned    their   eyes  upon 
the  illuftrious  charader  of  the  duke  of  Newcaftle, 
whom  they  elecled  without  oppofition,  and  inftal- 
led  with  great  magnificence;  learning,  poetry,  and 
eloquence,  joining  their  efforts   in  celebrating  the 
fnining  virtues  and  extraordinary  talents  of  *their 
new  patron. 
Tumults         Although  oppofnion  lay  gafping  at  the  feet  of 
in  diffe-      power,  in  the   houfe  of  commons,  the  people   of 
rent  parts   j^^^]^,^^  (Jj-j  not  yet  implicitly  approve  all  the  mea- 
kingdom.    ^^I'^s  of  the  adminlftration  •,  and  the  dregs  of /ac- 
tion, flill  agitated  by  an  internal  ferment,   threw 
up  fome  ineifeftual  bubbles  in  different  parts  of 

the 
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the  kingdom.  Some  of  thofe  who  made  no  fecret  hx\.\-]\%, 
of  their  difaffeftion  to  the  reigning  family,  deter- 
mined to  manifeft  their  refencment  and  contempt 
of  certain  noblemen,  and  others,  who  were  faid  to 
have  abandoned  their  ancient  principles,  and  facri- 
ficed  their  confciences  to  their  intereft.  Many  in- 
dividuals, animated  by  the  fumes  of  inebriation, 
now  loudly  extolled  that  caufe  which  they  duril 
not  avow  when  it  required  their  open  approbation 
and  affiftance  ^  and,  though  they  induftrioufly 
avoided  expoling  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  the 
chance  of  war,  in  promoting  their  favourite  inte- 
reii  when  there  was  a  poffibility  of  fuccefs,  they 
betrayed  no  apprehenfion  in  celebrating  the  me- 
mory of  its  lall  effort,  amidll  the  tumult  of  a  riot  ^ 
and  the  clamours  of  intemperance. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Lichfield  the  fportfmen 
of  the  party  appeared  in  the  Highland  tafte  of 
variegated  drapery ;  and  their  zeal  defcending  to  a 
very  extraordinary  exhibition  of  pradical  ridicule, 
they  hunted  with  hounds,  cloathed  in  plaid,  a  fox 
dreffed  in  a  red  uniform. 

Even  the  females  at  their  affembly,  and  the 
gentlemen  at  the  races,  affedled  to  wear  the  che- 
quered fluff,  by  which  the  prince  pretender  and  his 
followers  had  been  diftinguifhed.  Divers  noble- 
men on  the  courfe  were  inlulted  as  apoftates;  and 
one  perfonage,  of  high  rank,  is  faid  to  have  under- 
gone a  very  difagreeable  flagellation. 

As  the  public  generally  fuffers  at  the  end  of  a 
v/ar,  by  the  fudden  dlimiiTion  of  a  great  number  of 
foldiers  and  feamen,  who,  having  contra6ted  a 
habit  of  idlentfs,  and  finding  themfelves  without 
employment  and  the  means  of  fubfifrence,  engage 

C  3  in 
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An.i7-^§.   in  deiperate  courfes,   and   prey  upon  the  commu^ 
nity  •,  it  was  judged  expedient  to  provide  an  open- 
ing   through  which   thefe   unquiet  fpirits    might 
exhale  without  damage  to  the  commonwealth.  The 
moft  natural  was  that  of  encouraging  them  to  be- 
Scheme      come  members  of  a  new  colony  in  North  America, 
*j^' ^     ■     which,   by  being   properly   regulated,    fupported, 
jn  Nova     ^"^^  improved,  might  be  the  fource  of  great  advan- 
5:otia.        tage  to  its  mother  country. 

Many  difputes  h:id  arifen  between  the  fubje6ls 
of  England  and  the  French,  concerning  the  limits 
of  Nova  Scotia,'  which  no  treaty  had  as  yet  pro- 
perly afcertained.  A  fort  had  been  raifed,  and  a 
fmiall  garrifon  maintained,  by  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  at  apart  of  this  very  country,  called  Anna- 
polis Royal,  to  overavve  the  French  neutrals  fettled 
in  the  neighbourhood :  but  this  did  not  anfwer  the 
purpofe  for  which  it  was  intended.  Upon  every 
rupture  or  difpute  between  the  two  crowns,  thefe 
planters,  forgetting  their  neutrality,  intrigued  with 
the  Indians,  communicated  intelligence  to  their 
own  countrymen  fettled  at  St.  John's  and  Cape 
Breton,  and  did  all  the  ill  offices  their  hatred  could 
fuggeft  againft  the  colonies  and  fubje6ts  of  Great 
Britain. 

A  fcheme  was  now  formed  for  making  a  new 
eftablifhment  on  the  fame  peninfula,  which  fhould 
further  confirm  and  extend  the  property  and  do- 
rninion  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  in  that  large 
traft  of  country,  clear  the  uncultivated  grounds, 
confticute  communities,  diffufe  the  benefits  of  po- 
pulation and  agriculture,  and' improve  the  fifhery 
bf  that  coaft,  which  might  be  rendered  a  new 
fource  of  wealth  and  commerce  to  Old  England. 

The 
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The  particulars  of  the   plan,   being  duly  confi-    An,i74§< 

dered,  was  laid  before  his   majefty,   who  approved 

of  the  defign,  and  referred    the  execution  of  in  to 

the  board  of  trade  and  plantations,  over  which  the 

earl  of  Hallifax  prefided.    This  nobleman,  endued 

by  nature  v;ith  an  excellent  capacity,  -which   had 

been  diligently  and  judicioufly  cultivated,  animated 

with  liberal  fentiments,   and  fired  with   an  eager 

fpirit  of  patriotifm,  adopted  the  plan  with  the  mofl 

generous  ardour,  and  cherifhed  the  infant  colony 

with  paternal  affeftion. 

The  commiffioners  for  trade  and  plantations 
immediately  advertifed,  under  the  fandion  of  his 
majefty's  authority.  That  proper  encouragement 
would  be  given  to  Rich  of  the  officers  and  private 
men,  lately  difmifled  from  the  land  and  fea-fervice, 
as  were  willing  to  fetde  with  or  without  families 
in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  :  That  the  fee- 
fimple,  or  perpetual  property,  of  fifty  acres  of  land 
fliould  be  granted  to  every  private  foldier  or  fea- 
man,  free  from  the  payment  of  any  quit-rents  or 
taxes  for  the  terra  of  ten  years  ;  at  the  expiration 
of  which  no  perfon  fhould  pay  more  than  one  Hiil- 
ling  per  annum  for  every  fifty  acres  fo  granted  : 
That,  over  and  above  thefe  fifty,  each  perfon 
fhould  receive  a  grant  of  ten  acres  for  every  indivi- 
dual, including  women  and  children,  of  which  his 
family  ihould  confiil;  and  further  grants  fhould  be 
made  to  them  as  the  number  fhould  increafe,  and 
in  proportion  as  they  fhould  manifefl  their  abilities 
in  agriculture :  That  every  officer,  under  the  rank 
of  enfign  in  the  land-fervice,  or  lieutenant  in  the 
navy,  Ihould  be  gratified  with  fourfcore  acres  on 
the  fame  conditions:  That  two  hundred  acres 
C  4  llipul4 
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An.  1 748.  fhouid  be  beftowed  upon  enfigns,  three  hundred 
upon  lieutenants,  four  hundred  upon  captains,  and 
fix  hundred  on  every  ofEcer  above  that  degree, 
with  proportionable  confiderations  for  the  number 
and  increafe   of  every  family  :  •  That   the  lands 
Ihould  be  parcelled   out   as   foon  as  poflible  after 
the  arrival  of  the  colonifts,  and  a  civil  government 
ellabliflied  ;  in   confequence  of  which  they  fhouid 
enjoy  all  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  Britifh  fub- 
je6ts  with  proper  fecurity  and  prote6lion :    That 
the  fettlers,  with  their  families,    Ihould  be  con- 
veyed to  Nova  Scotia,  and  maintained  for  twelve 
months  after   their  arrival  at  the  expence  of  the 
government  j  which  would  alfo  fupply   them  with 
arms  and  ammunition,  as  far  as  Ihould  be  judged 
necelTary  for  their  defence,  with  proper  materials 
and  utenfils  for  clearing  and  cultivating  their  lands, 
eredling   habitations,  exercifing  the  lifhery,    and 
fuch    other  purpofes   as    Ihould  be  judged    ne- 
cefiary  for  their  fupport. 

Sxecuticn       Yh€  fcheme  was  lb  feafible,  and  the  encourage- 

^v,=  ^  ment  fo  inviting,  that  in  a  little  time  about  four 
jcneme  o' 

forfound-  thoufand  adventurers,  with  their  families,  were  f  n- 
ing  the  tered,  according  to  the  direftions  of  the  board  of 
j^^"^"  trade.    In  the  beginning  of  May  they  fet  fail  from 

England,  under  the  command  of  colonel  Corn- 
walhs,  whom  the  king  had  appointed  their  go- 
vernor.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  June  they  ar- 
rived  at  the  place  of  their  deftination,  which  was 
the  harbour  of  Chebu61ou,  on  the.fea-coaft  of  the 
peninfula,  about  midway  between  Cape  Can^eau 
and  Cape  Sab!e,  It  is  one  of  the  moft  fecure  and 
commodious  havens  in  the  whole  world,  and  well 
fiCuated  for  the  fifbery  :  buc  the  climate .  is   cold^. 
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the  foil  barren,  and  the  whole  country  covered  with   An.1748, 
woods  of  birch,  fir,  pine,  and  fome  oak,  unfit  for 
the  purpofes  of  timber  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  remove  and  extirpate. 

Governor  Cornwallis  no  fooner  arrived  in  this 
harbour,  than  he  was  joined  by  two  regiments  of 
infantry  from  Cape  Breton,  and  a  company  of 
rangers  from  Annapolis.  Then  he  pitched  upon  a 
fpot  for  the  fettlement,  and  employed  his  people 
in  clearing  the  ground  for  laying  the  foundations 
of  a  town  ;  but  fome  inconveniencies  being  difco- 
vered  in  this  fituation,  he  chofe  another  to  the 
northward,  hard  by  the  harbour,  on  an  eafy  afcent 
that  commands  a  profpecSt  of  the  whole  peninfula, 
and  is  well  fupplied  with  rivulets  of  frefh  and  whoi- 
fome  water.  Here,  on  a  regular  plan,  he  began 
to  build  a  town,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
Hailifax,  in  honour  of  the  nobleman  who  had  the 
greateft  fhare  in  founding  the  colony ;  and  before 
the  approach  of  winter  abave  three  hundred  com- 
fortable wooden  houfes  were  built,  the  whole  being 
furrounded  by  a  ftrong  pallifade. 

This  cobny,  however,  has  by  no  means  an- 
Iwered  the  fanguine  expedations  of  the  projectors; 
for,  notwithflanding  the  ardour  with  which  the  in- 
terefts  of  it  were  promoted  by  its  noble  patron, 
and  the  repeated  indulgence  it  has  reaped  from  the 
bounty  of  the  legiflature,  the  inhabitants  have 
made  little  or  no  progrefs  in  agriculture :  the 
fifhery  is  altogether  neglected,  and  the  fettlement 
entirely  fubfifts  on  the  fums  expended  by  the  indi- 
viduals of  the  army  and  navy,  whofe  duty  obliges 
ihem  to  refi.de  in  this  pare  of  North- America. 

The 
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An. 1748.       The  eftabiifliment  of  fuch  a  powerful  colony  iff 
rpj^g  Nova  Scotia  could  not  fail  of  giving  umbrage  to 

Frenchat-  the  French  in  that  neighbourhood,  who,  though 
tempt  to  they  did  not  think  proper  to  promulgate  their  jea- 
"(1  d  ^f  ^°^^y  '^"^  difgull,  neverthelefs  employed  their  emil- 
Tobago,  faries  clandeftinely  in  flimulating  and  exciting  the 
Indians  to  harrafs  the  coloniils  with  hoftilities,  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  fhould  effeiflually  hinder  them 
from  extending  their  plantations,  and  perhaps  in- 
duce them  to  abandon  the  fettlement.  Nor  was 
this  the  only  part  of  America  in  which  the  French 
court  countenanced  fuch  perfidious  praftices.  More 
than  ever  convinced  of  the  importance  of  a  conft- 
derable  navy,  and  an  exrenfive  plantation-trade, 
they  not  only  exerted  uncommon  induftry  in  re- 
eftabiifliing  their  marine,  which  had  fuffered  fo  fe- 
verely  during  the  v/ar -,  but  they  refolved,  if  poffible, 
to  extend  their  plantations  in  the  Weft-Indies,  by 
fettling  the  neutral  iflands,  which  we  have  already 
mentioned. 

in  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  governor  of 
BarbEdoes,  having  received  intelligence  that  the 
French  had  begun  to  fettle  the  ifland  of  Tobago, 
fent  thither  captain  Tyrrel  in  a  frigate  to  learn  the 
particulars  ;  and  that  officer  found  above  three  hun- 
dred men  already  landed,  fecured  by  two  batteries 
and  two  fhips  of  war,  and  in  daily  expeftation  of  a 
further  reinforcement  from  the  marquis  de  Caylus, 
governor  of  Martinique  ;  who  had  publifhed  an 
-  ordonnance,  authorizing  the  fubjedls  of  the  French 
king  to  fettle  the  ifland  of  Tobago,  and  promifing 
to  defend  them  from  the  attempts  of  all  their  ene- 
mies. This  affurance  was  in  anfwer  to  a  procla- 
Hiation  iflued  by  Mr.  Greenvillej  governor  of  Bar- 

badoes^ 
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badoes,  andftuck  up  in  different  parts  of  the  iiland.   An.  1748. 
commanding  all  the  inhabitants  to  remove  in  thirty- 
days,  on  pain  of  undergoing  military  execution. 

Captain  Tyrrel,  with  a  fpirit  that  became  a  com- 
mander in  the  Britifh  navy,  gave  the  Frencjb  offi- 
cers to  underftand,  that  his  moft  chriflian  majefty 
had  no  right  to  fettle  the  ifland,  v^hich  was  declared 
neutral  by  treaties;  and  thar,  if  they  would  not 
defift,  he  (hould  be  obliged  to  employ  force  in 
driving  them  from  their  new  fettlement.  Night 
coming  on,  and  Mr.  Tyrrel's  (hip  falling  to  lee- 
ward, the  two  French  captains  feized  that  opportu- 
nity of  failing  to  Martinique  ;  and  the  next  day  the 
Engiifh  commander  returned  to  Barbadoes,  having 
no  power  to  commit  ho'Pdiities. 

Thefe  tidings,  v^ith  a  copy  of  the  French  gover- 
nor's  ordonnance,  were  no  fooner  tranfmitted  to 
the  miniilry  than  they  difpatched  a  courier  to  the 
Englidi  envoy  at  Paris,    with  directions   to   make 
reprefentations  to  the  court  of  Verfailies  on  this  fub- 
je6t.     The  miniftry  of  France,  knowing  they  were 
in  no  condition  to  fupport  the  confequences  of  an 
immediate  rupture,   and  underftanding  how  much 
the  merchatits  and  people   of  Great-Britain  were 
alarmed  and  incenfed  at  their  attempts  to  poflefs 
thefe  iflands,  thought  proper  to  difown  the. pro- 
ceedings of  the  marquis  de  Caylus,  and  to  grant 
the  fatisfaflion  that  was  demanded,  by  fending  him 
orders  to  difcontinue  the  fettlement,  and  evacuate 
the  ifland  of  Tobago.     At  the  fame  time,  how- 
ever, that  the  court  of  Verfailies   made   this  facri- 
fice  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  England,  the  marquis  de 
Puyfieux,  the   French   minifter,    obferved  to  the 
Engiifh  refident,  that  France  was  undoubtedly   in 
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An.i74g.  poffefiion  of  that  ifland  towards  the  middle  of  the 
laft  century.  He  ought  in  candour  to  have  added. 
That  although  Louis  XIV.  made  a  conqueft  of 
this  ifland  from  the  Hollanders,  during  his  war 
with  that  republic,  it  was  reftored  to  them  by  the 
treaty  of  Nimeguen ;  and  fmce  that  time  France 
could  not  have  the  lead  fhadow  of  a  claim  to 
number  it  among  her  fettlements. 

It  was  before  this  anfwer  could  be  obtained  from 
the  court  of  Verfailles,  that  the  motion,  of  which 
we  have  already  taken  notice,  was  made  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  relating  to  the  fubjedl  of  the 
neutral  iflands;  a  motion  difcouraged  by  the  court, 
and  defeated  by  the  majority. 
Rejoic-  The  peace   of  Aix-la-Chapelle   was   celebrated 

*"fL°i  by  fire- works,  illuminations,  and  rejoicings,  in 
which  the  Englifh,  French,  and  Dutch,  feemed  to 
difplay  a  fpirit  of  emulation,  in  point  of  tafle  and 
magnificence  j  and,  in  all  probability,  thefe  three 
powers  were  fincerely  pleafed  at  the  cefTation  of 
the  war.  England  enjoyed  a  refpite  from  into- 
lerable fupplies,  exorbitant  infurance,  and  inter- 
rupted commerce :  Holland  was  delivered  from 
the  brink  of  a  French  invafion  ;  and  France  had 
obtained  a  breathing  time  for  re-eftablifhing  her 
naval  power,  exerting  that  fpirit  of  intrigue  by 
dint  of  which  fhe  hath  often  embroiled  her  neigh- 
bours, and  executing  plans, of  infenfible  encroach- 
ment,  which  might  prove  more  advantageous  than 
the  progrefs  of  open  hoftilities. 

In  the  alfair  of  Tobago  the  French  king  had 
manifefted  his  inclination  to  avoid  immediate  dif- 
putes  with  England-,  and  he  exhibited  another 
proof  of  the  fame  difpofition  in  his  behaviour  to 

the 
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the  prince  pretender,  who  had  excited  fuch  a  dan-  An.  174s, 
serous  rebellion  in  the  ifland  of  Great-Britain. 

o 

Among  thofe  princes  and  powers  who  excepted  The  pre- 
againft  different  articles  of  the  treaty  at  Aix-la-  tender's 
Chapelle,  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  forefeeing  ^'^^^^Q" 
that  none  or  the  plenipotentiaries  would  receive  at  Paris,' 
his  proteft,  employed  his  agents  to  fix  it  up  in  the 
public  places  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  ;  a  precaution  of 
very  little  fervice  to  his  caufe,  which  all  the  ftates 
of  Chriftendom  feemed  now  to  have  abandoned. 
So  little  was  the  intereft  of  his  family  coniidered 
in  this  negotiation,  that  the  contrading  powers 
agreed,  without  referve,  to  a  literal  infertion  of  the 
fifth  article  of  the  quadruple  alliance ;  by  which  It 
v/as  ftipulated,  That  neither  the  pretender  nor  any 
of  his  defcendants  fhould  be  allowed  to  refide 
within  the  territories  belonging  to  any  of  the  fub- 
fcribing  parties.  At  the  fame  time  the  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  France  promifed  to  thofe  of  Great 
Britain,  that  prince  Edward  fhould  be  imiuediatelv 
obliged  to  quit  the  dominions  of  his  moii  chriftiao 
majefty.  Notice  of  this  agreement  was  accord- 
ingly given  by  the  court  of  Verfaiiles  to  the  young 
adventurer  •,  and  as  he  had  declared  he  would 
never  return  to  Italy,  Monf.  de  Courteiile,  the 
French  envoy  to  the  cantons  j)f  Switzerland,  was 
direded  by  his  fovereign  to  demand  an  afylum  for 
prince  Edward  in  the  city  of  Fribourg.  The  re- 
gency having  complied  in  this  particular  with  the 
earneft  requeft  of  his  moft  chriftian  majefty,  Mr, 
Burnaby,  the  Britifh  miniiler  to  the  Helvetic  Body^ 
took  the  alarm,  and  prefented  the  magiflracy  of 
Fribourg  with  a  remonflrance,  couched  in  fuc^i 
terms  as  gave  offence  to  that  regency,  and  drew 
z,  upon 
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An. 1748.  upon  him  a  fevere  anfwer.  In  vain  had  the 
French  king  exerted  his  influence  in  procuring 
this  retreat  for  the  young  pretender,  who,  being 
prefled  with  repeated  melTages  to  withdraw,  per- 
fifted  in  refufing  to  quit  the  place,  to  which  he 
had  been  fo  cordially  invited  by  his  coufin  the  king 
of  France  ;  and  where  (he  faid)  that  monarch  had 
folemnly  promifed,  on  the  word  of  a  king,  that  he 
would  never  forfake  him  in  his  difcrefs,  nor  aban- 
don the  interefts  of  his  family. 

Louis  was  not  a  little  perplexed  at  this  obftinacy 
of  prince  Edward,  which  was  the  more  vexatious 
as  that  youth  appeared  to  be  the  darling  of  the 
Parifians ;  who  not  only  admired  him  for  his  ae- 
compliihments,  and  pitied  him  for  his  fuffcrings, 
but  alfo  revered  him  as  a  young  hero  lineally  de- 
fcended  from  their  renowned  fourth  Henry. 

At  length  the  two  Engliili  noblemen  arriving 
at  Paris,  as  hoftages  for  perform.ance  of  the  treaty, 
and  feeing  him  appear  at  all  public  fpeftacles, 
complained  of  this  circumftance  as  an  infult  offered 
to  their  fovereign,  and  even  as  an  infringement 
of  the  treaty  fo  lately  concluded.  The  French 
king,  after  fome  hefitation  between  pundilio  and 
convenience,  refolved  to  employ  violence  upon  the 
perfcn  of  this  trouj^lefome  ftranger,  fince  milder 
remonftrances  had  not  been  able  to  influence  his 
conduct  :  but  this  refolution  was  not  taken  till  the 
return  of  a  courier  whom  he  difpatched  to  the 
Chevalier  de  St.  George  -,  who,  being  thus  in- 
formed of  his  fon's  deportment,  wrote  a  letter  to 
him,  laying  flrong  injunctions  upon  him  to  yield 
to  the  neceffity  of  the  tim.es,  L,nd  aequiefce  with  a 
good  grace  in  th,e  ftipulations  which  his  coufm   of 

Francs 
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France  Had  found  it  neceflary  to  fubfcribe,  for  the   An.T748, 
intereft  of  his  realm. 

Edward,  far  from  complying    with  this  advice 
and  injunction,  fignified    his  refolution    to  remain 
in  Paris  •,  and  even  declared,  that  he  would  piftol 
any  man  who  Ihould  prefume  to  lay   violent  hands 
on  his  perfon.     In  confequence  of  this  bold  decla- 
ration, an  extraordinary  council  was  held   at  Ver- 
failles,  where  it  was  determined  to  arreft  him  with- 
out further  delay,  and  the  whole  plan   of  this  en- 
terprize  was  finally  adjufted.     The  fame  evening, 
the  prince  entering  the  narrow  lane  that  leads  to 
the  opera,  the  barrier   was   immediately  fhut,  and 
the  ferjeant  of  the  guard  called  "  To  arms."  Then 
monfieur   de  Vaudreuil,   exempt   of  the  French 
guards,   advancing  to  Edward,  "  Prince,  (faid  he) 
I  arreft:  you  in  xhe  king's  name,  by  virtue  of  this 
order."     At  that    inflant   he   was  furrounded  by 
four  grenadiers,  in  order  to  prevent  any  mifchief 
he  might  have  done  with  a  cafe  of  pocket-piftols 
which  he  always  carried   about  with   him  ;   and  a 
guard  was  placed  on  all  the  avenues  and  doors  of 
the  opera-houfe,  left  any  tumult  Hiould  have  enfued, 
among  the  populace.  Thefe  precautions  being  taken, 
Vaudreuil,  with  an  efcorte,  conducted  the  prifoner 
through  the  garden  of  the  Ba^ais  Royal  to  a  houfe 
where  the  duke  de  Biron  v/aited,   with  a  coach  and 
fix,  to  convey  him  to  the  caftle  of  Vincennes,  whi- 
ther he  v/as  immediately  accompanied  by  a  detach- 
"  mentfrom  the  regiment  of  French  guards,  under 
the  comimand  of  that  nobleman.     He  had  not  re- 
mained above  three  days  in  this  confinement  when 
he  gave  the  French  minifiry  to  underiland,   that 
he  would  conform  himfelf  to  the  king's  intentions ; 

and 
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An.1748.  and  was  immediately  enlarged,  upon  giving  his 
word  and  honour  that  he  would,  without  delay,  re- 
tire from  the  dominions  of  France.  Accordingly 
he  fet  out  in  four  days  from  Fountainbleau,  at- 
tended by  three  ofEcers,  who  conduced  him  as 
far  as  Pont-Beauvoifm  on  the  frontiers,  where  they 
took  their  leave  of  him,  and  returned  to  Verfailles. 
He  proceeded  forfome  time  in  the  road  to  Cham- 
berri ;  but  foon  returned  into  the  French  domi- 
nions, and,  paffing  through  Dauphine,  repaired  to 
Avignon,  where  he  was  received  with  extraordi- 
nary honours  by  the  pope's  legate. 

In  the  mean  time  his  arreft  excited  great  mur- 
murings  at  Paris  j  the  inhabitants  of  which  blamed, 
without  fcruple,  their  king's  condud  in  this  in- 
ftance,  as  a  fcandalous  breach  of  hofpitality,  as  well 
as  a  mean  proof  of  condefcenfion  to  the  king  of 
England;  and  many  fevere  pafquinades,  relating 
to  this  tranfadion,  were  fixed  up  in  the  mofl:  pub- 
lic places  of  that  metropolis. 

Although  peace  was  now  re-eflabliflied  among 
the  principal  powers  of  the  continent,  yet  another 
ilorm  feemed  ready  to  burft  upon  the  northern 
parts  of  Europe,  in  a  frelh  rupture  between  Ruffia 
and  Sweden,  Whether  the  Czarina  had  aftually 
obtained  information -.that  the  French  fadion  me- 
ditated fome  revolution  of  government  at  Stock- 
holm, or  fhe  wanted  a  pretence  for  annexing  Fin- 
land to  her  empire,  certain  it  is,  fhe  affeded  to 
apprehend  that  the  prince-fuccefTor  of  SwedcR 
waited  only  for  the  deceafe  of  the  reigning  king, 
who  was  very  old  and  infirm,  to  change  the  form 
of  government,  and  re  fume  that  abfolute  authority 
which  fome  of  the  monarchs  his  predecefibrs  had 

enjoyed. 
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ehjoyed.  Shefeemed  to  think,  that  a  prince  thus  An.  174^4 
vefted  with  arbitrary  power,  and  guided  by  the 
counfels  of  France  and  Pruffia,  with  which  Sweden 
had  lately  engaged  in  clofe  alliance,  might  become 
a  very  troublefome  and  dangerous  neighbour  to 
her  in  the  Baltic  :  fhe  therefore  recruited  her  ar- 
mies, repaired  her  fortifications,  filled  her  maga- 
zines, ordered  a  ftrong  body  of  troops  to  advance 
towards  the  frontiers  of  Finland,  and  declared,  ia 
plain  terms  to  the  court  of  Stoclcholm,  That  if 
any  ftep  fhould  be  taken  to  alter  the  government, 
which  (he  had  bound  herfelf  by  treaty  to  maintain, 
her  troops  (hould  enter  the  territory  of  Sweden, 
and  fhe  would  a6t  up  to  the  ipirit  of  her  engage- 
ments. The  Swediili  miniftry,  alarmed  at  thefe 
peremptory  proceedings,  had  recourfe  to  their  al- 
lies ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  made  repeated  decla- 
rations to  the  court  of  PeterllDurg,  That  there  was 
no  defign  to  make  the  leaft  innovation  in  the  na- 
ture of  their  eftablifhed  government :  but  little  or  - 
no  regard  being  paid  to  thefe  reprefentationsa 
they  began  to  put  the  kingdom  in  a  pofture  of  de- 
fence ;  and  the  old  king  gave  the  Czarina  to  un- 
deriland.  That  if,  notwithftanding  the  fatisfaflion 
he  had  offered,  her  forces  ihould  pafs  the  frontiers  }< 
of  Finland,  he  would  confidcr  their  march  as  an 
hoftile  inva(ion,  and  employ  the  means  which  God 
had  put  in  his  power  for  the  defence  of  his  domi- 
nions. 

This  declaration,  in  all  probability,  did  not  pro-   rnterpofl- 
duce  fuch  effedl  as  did  the  interpofition  of  his  Prof-    ^'^^  ^^^'^ 
fian  majeay,  the  mod   enterprifmg  prince  of  his    Jaje-C 
time,  at  the  head  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand  of  the  bed  troops  that  Germany  ever  trained. 

Numb.  II.  '         D  Per- 
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l:. !  .1.8.  Perhaps  he  was  not  forry  that  the  emprefs  of  MuP 
covy  furnifhed  him  with  a  plaufible  pretence  for 
maintaining  fuch  a  formidable  army,  after  the 
peace  of  Europe  had  been  afcertained  by  a  formal 
treaty,  and  all  the  fnrrounding  ftates  had  dimi- 
~  iiifhed  the  number  of  their  forces.  He  now  wrote 
a  letter  to  his  uncle  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
complaitiing  of  the  infults  and  menaces  which  had 
been  offered  by  the  Czarina  to  S\^eden  ;  declaring, 
that  he  v/as  bound  by  a  defenfive  alliance,  ro  which 
France  had  acceded,  to  defend  the  government  at 
prefent  eftabiilhed  in  Sweden  •,  and  that  he  would 
not  fit  ftill  and  tamely  fee  that  kingdom  attacked 
by  any  power  v/hatfoever,  without  afting  up  to  his 
eno-agen^ents :  finally,  he  inireated  his  Britannic 
majefty  to  inter pofe  his  good  offices,  in  conjunflion 
with  France  and  him j  to  compromife  the  difputes 
which  threatened  to  embroil  the  northern  parts  of 
Europe. 

By  this  tirne  the  Ruffian  army  had  approached 
the  frontiers  of  Finland  :  the  Swedes  had  affembled 
their  troops,  replenifhed  their  magazines,  and  re- 
paired their  marine  5  and  the  king  of  Denmark, 
jealous  of  the  Czarina's  defigns,  with  regard  to  the 
dutchy  of  Slefwic,  w^ich  was  contefted  with  him 
by  the  prince  fucceiTor  of  Ruffia,  kept  his  army 
and  navy  on  the  moft  refpeftabie  footing. 

At  this  critical  junfture  the  courts  of  Lt)ndon,' 
Verfailies^  and  Berlin,  co-operated  fo  effectually  by 
remonftrances  and  declarations  at  Peterfburg  and 
Stockholm,  that  the  emprefs  of  RufTia  thought 
proper  to  ov/n  herfelf  fatisfied,  and  all  thofe  clouds 
of  trouble  were  immediately  difperied.  Yet,  in  al! 
probability,  her  real  aim  was  difappointed  j  and, 
2  how- 


G   E  O   R  G   E    If:  |t 

however  llie  might  diiTemble  her  fentiments,  fiie  An.1741 
hever  heartily  forgave  the  king  of  PrufTia  for  the 
ihare  he  had  in  this  tranlaflion.  That  monarch,- 
without  relaxing  in  his  attention  to  the  fupport  of 
a  very  formidable  military  power,  exerted  very 
extraordinary  endeavours  in  cultivating  the  civil 
interefts  of  his  country.  He  reformed  the  laws 
of  Brandenburg,  and  refcued  the  adminiftrationi 
of  juftice  from  the  frauds  of  chicanery.  He  en= 
couraged  the  arts  of  agriculture  and  manufadure  5 
and  even  laid  the  foundation  of  naval  commerce, 
by  eftablifliing  an  Eaft  India  corrspany  in  the  port 
of  Embden. 

Nor  did  the  French  miniftry  rieglecl  any  mea-   iniethii' 
fure  that  might  contribute  to   repair  the  damage   meafured 
which  the  kingdom  had  fuftained  in  the  courfe  of  t^l^^^^ 
the  war.     One  half  of  the  army  was  difbarided  :    p'^g^cli 
the  fevere  impofition  of  the  tenth  penny  was  fuf-   iiiinitlry." 
pended  by  the  king's  edi<5t ;  a  fcheme  of  csconomy 
propofed,  with  reipe6t  to  the  finances  ■,  and  the  ut- 
moft  diligence  ufed  in  procuring  materials,  as  well 
as  workmen,  for  fhip  building,   that   the  navy  of 
France  might  fpeedily  retrieve   its  former  impor- 
tance. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  truly  patriotic  fchemes,  thd 
court  of  Verfaiiles  betrayed  a  iittleneis  of  genius^ 
and  a  fpirit  of  tyranny,  joined  to  fanaticifm,  in  quar-^ 
relhng  v/ith  the  parliament  about  funerftitious  forms 
of  religion.  The  facraments  had  been  denied  to  a 
certain  Derfon  on  his  death- bed,  becaufe  he  refufed 
to  fubfcribe  the  bull  Unigenitus,  The  nephew  of 
the  defunct  preferred  a  complaint  to  the  parlia- 
ment, whofe  province  it  vv'as  to  take  cognizance  of 
the  affair:  a  deputation  of  that  body  attended  the 
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An. 1 748.  king  with  the  report  of  their  refolutions  -,  and  his 
majefty  commanded  them  to  fufpend  all  proceed- 
ings relating  to  a  matter  of  fuch  confequence,  con- 
cerning which  he  would  take  an  opportunity  of 
fignifying  his  royal  pleafurci  This  interpofition 
was  the  fource  of  difputes  between  the  crown  and 
parliament,  which  had  like  to  have  filled  the  whole 
kingdom  with  inreftine  troubles, 
Conduft  At  Vienna  the  Emprefs  queen  was  not  more 
ofdivers  follicitous  in  promoting  the  trade  arid  internal 
European  j^^nufadures  of  her  dominions,  by  fumptuary  re^ 
gulations,  neceflary  reftridions  on  foreign  fuper- 
fiuities,  and  proper  encouragements  of  commercci 
by  opening  her  ports  in  the  Adriatic,  than  (lie  was 
careful  and  provident  in  reforming  the  osconomy 
of  her  finances,  maintaining  a  refpeftabls  body  of 
forces,  and  guarding,  by  defenfive alliances,  againft 
the  enterprizes  of  his  Pruffian  majefiy,  on  whofe 
military  power  (he  looked  with  jealoufy  and  dif- 
truft. 

in  Holland  all  the  authority  and  influence  of 
the  Stadtholder  were  fcarce  fufficient  to  allay  the 
ferments  excited  among  the  people,  by  the  provi- 
fional  taxation  which  had  fucceeded  the  abolition 
of  the  pachters,  and  was  indeed  very  grievous  to 
the  fubjed:.  As  this  was  no  more  than  a  tempo- 
rary expedient,  the  prince  of  Orange  propofed  a 
more  equitable  plan,  v.'hich  was  approved  by  the 
States,  and  eftablifhed  wiih  great  difficulty. 

In  Italy  the  fyftem  of  politics  feemed  to  change 
its  complexion.  The  king  of  Sardinia  effeded  a 
match  between  one  of  the  infantas  of  Spain  and 
the  prince  of  Piedmont ;  and  whether  initated  by 
the  condud  of  the  Aullrians  in  the  lafl:  war,  or 

appre- 
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apprehen.fu^e  of  fuch  a  powerful  neighbour  in  the    An..  1748. 
M'lanefe,  he  engaged  with    the   kings   of  France 
and  Spain  in  a  defenfive  alliance,  comprehending 
the  king  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  the  republic  of  Ge- 
noa, and  the  dukes  of  Modena  and  Parma. 

His  moft  Catholic  Majefty,  fincerely  difpofed  to 
cultivate  the  arts  of  peace,  and  encourage  every 
meafure  that  could  contribute  to  the  advantage  of 
his  country,  was  no  fooner  releafed  from  the  em- 
barralTmenrs  of  war,  than  he  began  to  execute  plans 
of  internal  ceconomy  •,  to  reduce  unnecefTary  pen- 
lions,  difcharge  the  debts  contraded  in  the  war, 
replenilh  his  arfenals,  augment  his  navy,  promote 
manufaftures,  and  encourage  an  adive  commerce 
by  fea,  the  benefits  of  which  the  kingdom  of  Spain 
had  not  known  fmce  the  firft  difcovery  and  cori- 
queft  of  the  Weft  Indies. 

The  preparations  for  refitting  and  increafing  the   infolence 
navy  of  Spain  were  carried  on  with   fuch  extraor-   of  the 
dinary  vigour,  that  other  nations   believed  an  ex-   ^^'"'^^'"y 
pedition  was  intended  againft  the  corfairs  ofAl-   ^°'^  ^"^■ 
giers,  who  had  for  fome  time  grievoufly  infefled  the 
trade  and  coafts  of  the  Mediterranean.     The  exift- 
ence  of  this  and  other  predatory  republics,  which 
intirely  fubfift  upon  piracy  and  rapine,  petty  flates 
of  barbarous  ruffians,  maintained,  as  it  were,  in  the 
midit  of  powerful  nations,  which   they  infuit  with 
impunity,  and  of  which  they  even  exaft  an  annual 
contribution,  is  a  flagrant  reproach  upon  Chriften- 
dom  ;  a  reproach  the  greater,  as  it  is  founded  upon 
a  low,  felfiih,  illiberal  maxim  of  policv. 

All  the  powei-s  that  border  on  the  Mediterra- 
nean, except  France  and  Tufcany,  are  at  perpetual 
war  with  the  Moors  of  Barbary,  and^  for  that  rea^ 
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4n.i748.  fon-,  obliged  to  employ  foreign  fiiips  for  the  traaf- 
portation  of  their  merchandize.  This  employ- 
pient  naturally  devolves  to  thofe  nations  whole  vef- 
fels  are  in  no  danger  from  the  depredations  of  the 
Barbarians  j  namely,  the  fubje<5ls  of  the  Maritime 
Powers,  who,  for  this  puny  advantage,  not  only 
tolerate  the  piratical  flates  of  Barbary,  but  even 
fupply  them  with  arms  and  ammunition,  follicii; 
liheir  pafies,  and  purchafe  their  forbearance  with 
annual  prefents,  which  are,'  in  effeft,  equivalent  to 
a  tribute  :  whereas,  by  one  vigorous  exertion  of 
their  piov/er,  they  might  deftroy  all  thtir  fhip?,  lay 
their  towns  in  allies,  and  totally  extirpate  thofe 
pernicious  broods  of  defperate  banditti.  Even  ail 
the  condefcenfion  of  thofe  who  difgrace  themfelves 
ivith  the  title  of  allies  to  thefe  mifcreants,,  is  not  al- 
ways furficient  to  reftrain  them  from  ads  of  cru- 
elty and  rapine. 

At  this  very  period  four  cruifers  from  Algiers 
made  a  capture  of  an  Englifh  packet-boat,  in  her 
voyage  from  Lifbon,  and  conveyed  her  to  their 
city,  where  (he  was  plundered  of  money  and  effcdis 
to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
and  afterwards  difmifTed.  In  confequence  of  this 
outrage,  commodore  Keppel  was  fent  with  fevert 
fnips  of  war  to  demand  fatisfadion,  as  well  ^as  to 
compromife  certain'  differences  which  had  arifen  on 
account  of  arrears  claimed  of  the  EngliQi  by  the 
dey  of  Algiers.  The  Muffelman  frankly  owned, 
that  the  money,  having  been]  divided  among  the 
captors,  could  not  poffibly  be' refunded.  The  com- 
ITiodore  returned  to  Gibraltar;  and,  in  the  fequel, 
an  Algerine  ambalTador  arrived  at  London,  with 
fome  prefents  of  wild  beafts  for  his  Britannick  ma- 
"■        ■     ■•    ■■         --    ^    ■    '   '    - jelly. 


G  E  O   R   G   E    II.  55 

jefty.  This  tranfaaion  was  fucceeded  by  another  An. 1748^ 
'injurious  afFront,  offered  by  the  governor  or  al- 
cayde  of  Tetuan  to  Mr.  Latton,  an  Engiifli  am- 
baffador,  fent  thither  to  redeem  the  Britifb  fub- 
je6ts,  who  had  been  inany  years  enflaved  in  the  do- 
minions of  the  king  of  Morocco. 

A  revolution  having  lately  happened  in  this  em- 
pire, Muley    Abdallah,   the    reigning,  ruffian,   in- 
filled upon  the  ambaffador's  paying  a  pretended 
ballance  for  the  ranfom  of  the  captives,  as  v/ell  as 
depofiting  a  confiderable   (urn,  which  had  already- 
been  paid   to  a  deceafed  bafhaw  ;    a'lledging,  that 
as  he  (the  emperor)  received  no  part  of  itj  the  pay- 
ment v/as  illegal.     Mr.  Latton  refufipg  to  comply 
witii   this  arbitrary  demand,   his   houfs  was  fur- 
rounded  by  a  detachment  of  foidiers,  who  violently 
dragged  his  fecretary  from  his  prefence,  and  threw 
him  into  a  difrnal  fubterranean  dungeon,  where  he 
continued  twenty   days.     The  Englifli  Oaves,  to. 
the  number  of  twenty-feven,  were  condemned  to 
the   fame  fate :    the  ambaffador  himf^lf  was    de- 
graded from  his  charafter,  deprived  of  his  allow- 
ance,    and  fequeftered   from   all  comm.unicarion. 
All  the  letters  directed  to  him  were  intercepted- 
and  interpreted  to  the  alcayde :    two  negro-porters 
were  intrufted  with  the  keys  of  all  his  apartments, 
and  a  couple  of  foidiers  pofted   at  his  chamber- 
door  :    nay,  this  MooriOi   governor    threatened  to 
load  him   with  irons,   and  violently  feized  part  of 
the  prefents  defigned  by  his  Britannic  majeity  for 
the  emperor.     Finally,  finding   that  neither  Mr- 
Latton  nor  the  governor  of  Gibraltar,  to  whom  ne 
had  written,   would  depofit  the  money,   without: 
^r^fh  i.nftru«51:ions  from  the  court  of  London,  the 
D  4  Bar-' 
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^n.J748.  Barbarian  thought  proper  to  relax  his  feverity  i 
the  prifoners  were  enlarged,  the  reftriflions  re- 
moved from  the  perfon  of  the  ambafiador,  and, 
after  all  thefe  indignities  offered  to  the  honour  of 
the  Britifh  nation,  the  baliance  was  paid,  and  the 
affair  quietly  adjuiled. 

Britain,  mean  while,  was  altogether  barren  of 
events  which  might  deferve  a  place  in  a  general 
hillory.  Commerce  and  manufafture  flourifhed 
again,  to  fuch  a  degree  of  encreafe  as  had  never 
been  known  in  the  ifland  ;   but  this  advantage  was 

Diftur-  attended  v^ith  an  irrefiftible  tide  of  luxury  and  ex- 
cefs,  which  flowed  through  all  degrees  of  the 
people,  breaking  down  all  the  mounds  of  civil  po- 
lity, and  opening  a  way  for  licence  and  immorality. 
The  highways  were  infefted  with  rapine  and  affaffi- 
nation  j  the  cities  teemed  with  the  brutal  votaries 
of  lewdnefs,  intemperance,  and  profligacy  -,  and 
the  whole  land  was  overfpread  with  a  fucceffion  of 
tumult,  riot,  and  infurredion,  excited  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom  by  the  eredion  of  new  turn- 
pikes, which  the  legiflature  judged  necelTary  for 
the  convenience  of  inland  carriage.  In  order  to 
quell  thefe  diiturbances,  rcourfe  was  had  to  the 
military  power:  feveral  individuals  were  (lain,  and 
Ibme  were  executed  as  examples.  This  was,  at 
bed,  but  a  violent  remedy,  which  ought  never  to 
be  applied  among  a  free  people,  except  in  cafes  of 
the  utmoft  emergency  ;  and  thefe  can  hardly  ever 
happen  in  a  country  governed  by  good  laws,  punc- 
tually adminiftred  :  for  there  muft  be  fome  funda- 
mental flaw  in  that  conftitution,  which  the  power 
of  civil  magiftracy  cannot  preferve  from  anarchy 
and  internal  diffolution. 

In 
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Ih  the  month  of  November  the  feflion  of  parila-  An.  1748. 
ment  was  opened,  with  a  fpeech  from  the  throne  -,  ^^^^^^  ^f. 
in  which  his  majefty  expreffed  a  particular  pieafure  parlia- 
in  meeting  them  at  a  time,  when  the  perfed:  re-  ^^^^ 
eflabhfhment  of  a  general  peace  had  reitored  to  °?^"^ 
his  people  the  bklTings  of  quiet  and  tranquillity. 
He  faid,  the  good  efFe-fts  of  thefe  already  appeared 
in  the  flourilhing  condition  of  national  commerce, 
and  in  the  rife  of  public  credit,  which  were  the 
foundations  of  llrength  and  profperity  to  thefe  king- 
doms. He  declared,  That,  during  the  fummer, 
he  had  ufed  every  opportunity  of  cementing  and 
fecuring  the  peace  -,  That  it  was  his  firm  refolu- 
tion  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  it,  and  religioufly  adhere  to  the  engage- 
ments into  which  he  had  entered.  Finally,  he 
took  notice  of  the  good  difpofition  he  had  found 
in  the  other  contradting  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Aix- 
la-Chapelle,  to  cherifh  the  public  tranquillity  of 
Europe :  and  he  earneftly  recommended  to  the 
two  houfes  the  maintenance  of  a  ftrong  naval 
power,  as  the  bulwark  of  national  fecurity.  When 
the  motion  was  made  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  the  firft  paragraph  of  his 
majefty's  fpeech  furnifhed  the  oppofition  with  a 
handle  to  declaim  againft  the  late  treaty.  Sir  John 
Hynd  Cotton  obferved,  That  the  peace  could  not 
be  properly  ftiled  compleat,  as  nothing  had  been 
ftipulared  with  refpe(5t  to  the  article  of  *'  no 
fcarch  ,"  alluding  to  the  interruption  our  commerce 
had  fuilained  from  the  Spaniards  in  the  Wefl-In- 
dies :  a  ftipulation,  without  which  both  houfes  of 
parliament  had  formerly  voted  that  there  fhould 
be  no  peace  v/ith  that  kingdom. 

In 
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An,  1749.  In  the  prefenc  conjundlure  of  affairs,  fuch  an  ob- 
jedion  favoured  rather  of  party  than  of  patriotifm  §, 
and  indeed  Sir  John  declared,  that  the  remarks  he 
made  upon  this  occafion  were  rather  in  difcharge  of 
■<■  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  country,  than  in  hope  of 
feeing  his  fentiments  efpoufed  by  the  majority. 

Some  fnarp  altercation  was  ufed  in  the  debate 
which  arofe  on  this  fubjed: ;  and  many  fevere  in- 
vedlives  v/ere  levelled  at  thofc  who  negotiated,  as 
well  as  thofe  who  approved  and  confirmed  the 
treaty.  Bin  Mr.  Pelham,  who  fuftained  the  whole 
weight  of  the  debate  on  the  fide  of  the  adminiftra-. 
tion,  anfwered  every  objeftion  with  equal  candour 
and  ability :  and  if  he  failed  in  proving  that  the 
terms  of  peace  were  as  favourable  as  could  be  ex- 
pefted,  confidering  the  unfortunate  events  of  the 
war,  and  the  fituation  of  the  cantending  powers, 
he  at  leaft  demonftrated,  that  it  would  be  the  in- 
terefl;  of  the  kingdom  to  acquiefce  for  the  prefenc 
in  the  treaty  which  had  been  concluded,  and  en- 
deavour to  remedy  its  imperfections  by  fubfequent 
conventions,  amicably  opened  among  thofe  powers 
between  whom  any  cauie  of  difpute  remained. 
With  refped  to  the  vote  of  both  houfes,  men- 
tioned by  Sir  John  Hynd  Cotton,  he  declared  that 
he  had  never  approved  of  that  ftep,  when  it  was 
lirft  taken;  or  if  he  had,  times  and  circumftances, 
which  could  not  be  forefeen,  would  have  juftified 
his  deviating  from  it  in  the  re-eftablilhment  of 
peace.  He  reminded  them,  that  a  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  had  once  voted  "  no  peace,  while 
any  part  of  the  Weft  Indies  (liould  remain  in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  Spanifh  king,"  yet  a  train  of  inci- 
dentSj  which  they  could  not  poffibly  forefee,  after- 
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wards  rendered  it  expedient  to  adopt  a  peace,  with-   An,  1749. 
out  infilling  upon  the  accomphiliment  of  that  con- 
dition. 

In  a  word,  we  muft  own,  that,  in  the  majority  of  Subjefts  ' 
debates  excited  in  the  courfe  of  this  feffion,  the  ofdebate,. 
miniftry  derived  their  triumphs  from  the  force  of 
l"eafon,  as  well  as  from  the  weight  of  influence. 
We  fhall  always,  however,  except  the  efforts  that 
were  made  for  reducing  the  number  of  land-forcea 
to  fifteen  thoufand,  and  maintaining  a  greater 
number  of  feamen  than  the  miniftry  propofed.  On 
thefe  conftitutional  points  the  earl  of  Egmonr,  and 
the  other  chiefs  of  the  oppofition,  expatiated  with 
all  the  energy  of  eloquence ;  which,  however,  was 
fruflrated  by  the-  power  of  fuperior  number.  Tea 
thoufand  feamen  were  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the 
enfuing  year,  notwithftanding  his  majefty's  injunc- 
tion  to  maintain  a  confiderable  navy  ;  and  the 
number  of  land-forces  continued  at  eighteen  thou- 
fand eight  hundred  and  fifty-feven.  The  fums 
granted  for  making  good  his  majefty's  engage- 
meats  with  the  eleftors  of  Bavaria  and  Mentz,  and 
the  duke  of  Brunfwic- Wolfenbutde^  amounted  to 
fifty- three  thoufand  two  hundred  and  twenty  five 
pounds  flerling.  The  fervices  done  by  the  colo- 
nies in  North  America,  during  the  war,  were  gra- 
tified with  the  fum  of  one  hundred  twenty-two 
thoufand  two  hundred  forty- fix  pounds.  The  ex- 
pence  incurred  by  the  new  colony  of  Nova  Scotia 
exceeded  feventy-fix  thoufand  pounds.  A  fmall 
fum  was  voted  for  the  improvemont  of  Georgia  j 
and  ten  thoufand  pounds  were  granted  towards 
the  fupport  of  the  Britifh  forts  and  fettlements  on 
the  coaft  of  Africa. 

The 
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Au.1749.  xhe  fum  total  granted  in  this  feffion  arofe  to 
four  millions  one  hundred  forty-one  thoufand  fix- 
hundred  fixty-one  pounds  nine  iliillings  and  eleven- 
pence halfpenny,  to  be  raifed  by  the  land  tax,  at 
three  fhillings  in  the  pound  •,  the  malt,  and  other 
duties,  the  furplus  of  divers  impofitions  remaining 
in  the  Bank  and  Exchequer  -,  one  million  by  annui- 
ties, at  three  per  cent,  charged  on  the  finking  fund, 
until  redeemed  by  parliament ;  and  nine  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  put  of  the  excefs  or  overplus  of 

^  ,  monies  denominated  the  finking  fund. 

Scheme  -n  1  •  • 

for  re-  ^^^^  ^he   capital  mtafure,    which  diUmguidied 

ducing       this  felTion  of  parliament,   was  the  reduftion  of  the 
^  ^  '"^f     interefl  on  the  public  funds :  a  fcheme  which  was 

reft  of  the  ^  ..^ 

national     planned  and  executed  by  the  mmifter,  witnout  any 
debt.  national  difturbance  or  difquiet,  to  the  adonifhmenc 

of  all  Europe  j  the  different  nations  of  which  could 
not  comprehend  how  it  would  be  poffible  for  the 
government,  at  the  clofe  of  a  long  expenfive  war, 
which  had  fo  confiderably  drained  the  country,  and 
augmented  the  enormous  burthen  of  a  national  debt, 
to  find  money  for  paying  off  fuch  of  the  public 
creditors  as  might  choofe  to  receive  their  principal, 
rather  than  fubmit  to  a  redudion  of  the  intereft. 
It  was  not  very  much  for  the  honour  of  the  oppo- 
fition,  that  fome  of  its  leading  members  endea- 
voured to  impede  this  great  machine  of  civil  oeco- 
nomy,  by  taking  opportunities  of  affirming  in  par- 
liam.enr,  in  oppofition  to  his  majefty's  fpeech,  that 
^he  nation,  far  from  being  in  a  flouriihing  condi- 
tion, was  almofl:  intirely  exhaufted  -,  that  com- 
merce drooped  and  declined  ;  that  public  credit 
ftood  tottering  on  the  brink  of  ruin  -,  and  that  all 
^he.  treaties  lately  concluded  among  the  different 
'  powers 
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powers  of  Europe,  were,  in  effed,  difadvantageoos  An,iy^^o 
and  prejudicial  to  the  Interefts  of  Great  Britain<, 
In  anfwer  to  thele  affertions,  Mr.  Pelham  under- 
took to  prove,  from  the  regifter  of  exports  and  im- 
ports, that  the  commerce  of  the  kingdom  was 
more  extenfive  at  this  than  at  any  former  period  ; 
and  that  the  public  credit  was  ftrong  enough  tO 
admit  of  an  experiment,  which  he  would  not  pre- 
furre  to  hazard,  except  upon  a  moral  certainty  of 
its  being  firmly  rooted,  beyond  the  power  of  acci- 
dent and  fadion  to  Ihake  or  overturn.  He  de- 
clared, that  his  defign  of  reducing  the  intereft 
upon  the  funds,  was  the  refult  of  the  love  he  bore 
his  country,  and  an  opinion  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  fervants  of  the  crown  to  eafe  the  burthens  of 
the  people;  He  faid,  he  had  conferred  on  this 
fubjed  with  perfons  of  the  moll  approved  know- 
ledge, and  undoubted  experience  ;  and  chofe  to 
promulgate  the  method  propofed  for  alleviating 
the  load  of  the  national  debt,  that  the  public,  in 
knowing  the  particulars  of  the  fcheme,  might  have 
time  to  confider  them  at  leifure,  and  ilart  luch  ob- 
jections as  lliould  occur  to  their  refledion,  before 
it  might  be  too  late  to  adopt  amendments.  He 
obferved,  that  nothing  could  more  clearly  demon- 
ilrate  the  vigour  of  public  credit,  and  the  aug- 
mentation of  national  commerce,  than  the  price 
of  flock,  which  had  within  three  years  rifen  to  a 
very  confiderable  increafe  ;  and  the  duties  on  im- 
ports, which  in  nine  months  had  added  one  million 
to  the  fmking  fond,  notwithftanding  a  very  extra- 
orilinary  fum  which  had  been  payed  as  bounties  for 
exported  corn.  He  expreifed  great  tendcrnefs  and 
regard  for  the  interefts  of  thofe  who  had  advanced 

thtlr 
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Ari.i750.   their  money  for  the  fervice  of  the  government; 
declaring  that  his   aim  was  to  contrive  a  fair,  ho- 
neft,  and  equitable  method  for  leffening  the  na- 
tional incumbrances,  by  l0\vering  the  intereft,  con- 
formable to  parliamentary  faith,  and  agreeable  to 
the  rules  of  eternal  juftice.     His  plan  was  accord- 
ingly communicated,  canvafled,  and  approved  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  and  an  aft  paffed  for  re- 
ducing the  intereft  of  the  fuhd^  which  conftitiite 
the  intereft  of  the  national  debt. 
The  bill         The  refolutions  of  the  commons  on   this  head 
paffes         vfeve  printed  by  authority  in  the  London  Gazette, 
through     jj^porting.  That  thofe   who  were,  or  iliould  be, 
Wiifes.       proprietors  of  any  part  of  the  public  debt,  re- 
deemable by  lawj  incurred  before  Michaelmas,  in 
the  year  one   thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty- 
nine,  carrying  an  intereft  of  four  per  centum  per 
annum,  who   ihould,  on   or  before  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  February  in  that  year,  fubfcribe  their 
names,  fignifying  their  confent  to  accept  of  an  in- 
tereft of  three  pounds  per  centum,  to  commence 
from  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  December  in  the  year 
bne  thouland  feven  hundred  and  fifty-feven,  fnbjeft 
to  the  fame  provifions,  notices  and  claufes,  of  re- 
demption, to  which  their  rerpe<5live  fuitis,   at  four 
per  centum,  were  then  liable  •,   fhould,  in  heu  of 
their  prelent  intereft,  be  intitled  to  four  per  cen- 
tum, till  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  December  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  ;    and 
after  that  day,  to  thref;  pounds  ten  fhillings   per 
centum  per  annum,  till  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  De- 
cember one  thoufand   feven    hundred  and   fifty- 
feven  •,  and  no  part  of  that  debt,  except  what  was 
du^o  the  Eaft  India  company,  fnould  be  redeem- 
able 
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able  to  this  period  :  That  if  any  part  of  the  iii=  An.17500 
tional  debt,  incurred  before  lail  Michaelmas,  re- 
deemable by  law,  and  carrying  an  intereft  of  four 
per  centurn,  fhould  remain  unfubfcribed  on  or  be- 
fore the  thirtieth  day  of  iVIay,  the  government 
fhould  pay  off  the  principal.  For  this  purpofe  his 
majefty  was  enabled  to  borrow  of  any  perfon  or 
perfons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  any  fum  or 
fums  of  money,  not  exceeding  that  part  of  the  na- 
tional debt  which  might  remain  unfubfcribed,  to  be 
charged  orl  the  finking  fund,  upon  any  terms  noc 
exceeding  the  rate  of  intereft  in  the  aforegoing 
propofal. 

All  the  duties  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
the  intereft  were  ftill  continued,  and  the  furplus 
of  thefe  incorporated  with  the  finking  fund  for  ths 
difcharge  of  the  principal.  Books  were  opened 
for  the  fubfcripticn  at  the  Exchequer,  the  bank  of 
England,  and  the  South-fea  houfe  ;  and  copies  of 
thefe  refolutions  tranfmitted  to  the  direftors  of  all 
the  monied  corporations. 

In  purfuance  of  this  aft,  for  the  redudion  oi 
the  intereft,  the  greater  part  of  the  creditors  com- 
plied "With  the  terms  propofed,  and  fubfcribed  their 
refpedtive  annuities  before  the  end  of  February ; 
but  the  three  great  companies  at  firft  kept  aloof, 
and  refufed  to  fubfcribe  any  part  of  their  capital. 

About  the  middle  of  March  the  commons  or- 
dered the  proper  officers  to  lay  before  them  an  ac- 
count of  the  fums  which  had  been  fubfcribed, 
and  thefe  were  taken  into  coniideration  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfe.  It  was  then  that  Mr. 
Pelham,  as  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  obferveda 
That  befides  the  debts  due  to  the  three  great  com- 
panies 
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An.  1 750.  panies  in  their  corporate  capacity,  all  the  reft  carry- 
ing four  per  centum  intereft,  had  been  fubfcribed, 
except  about  eight  or  nine  millions,  the  proprietors 
of  which  had  forfeitd  the  favour  defigned  them 
by  parliament :  but  as  many  of  thefe  had  been 
mifled  by  evil  counfellors,  who  perhaps  were  more 
intent  on  diftrefJing  the  governmeni:,  than  foUici- 
tous  to  ferve  their  friends  ;  and  as  many  were  fo- 
reigners refiding  beyond  fea,  who  had  not  time  to 
take  proper  advice,  and  give  the  neceffary  inftruc- 
tions ;  and  as  thefe  could  not  be  pofTibly  diftin- 
guifhed  from  fuch  as  refufed  to  fubfcribe  from 
meer  obftinacy  or  diffaffeflion,  it  might  be  thought 
cruel  to  take  the  moft  rigorous  advantage  of  the 
forfeiture  they  had  incurred.  With  refpeft  to  the 
proprietors  of  the  ftock  or  capital  belonging  to 
the  three  great  companies,  he  afferted,  that  many 
of  them  would  willingly  have  fubfcribed  their  pro- 
perties within  the  time  limited  ;  buc  were  neceffa- 
rily  excluded  by  the  majority  on  the  ballot ;  and  as 
it  was  equally  impoffible  to  know  thofe  who  were 
againft  the  queftion  on  the  ballot,  he  thought  that 
fome  tendernefs  was  due  even  to  the  proprietors  of 
thofe  three  companies :  his  opinion  therefore  was, 
that  they  and  the  complying  annuitants  lliould 
be  indulged  with  further  time  to  compleat  their 
fubfcription  ;  but,  in  order  to  preferve  the  autho- 
rity of  parliament,  and  the  refped  due  to  that  au- 
guft  affembly,  they  ought  not  to  be  gratified  with 
fuch  advantageous  terms  as  v/ere  allowed  to  the 
annuitants,  who  at  firft  chearfully  complied  with 
the  propofals  offered  by  the  legiflature.  For  thefe 
reafons  he  propofed.  That  although  the  term  of 
fubfcribing  fhould  be  protraded  till  the  thirtieth 

day 


d  E  6  R  G  E    Ih  &3 

day  bf  May,  the  encouragement  cf  three  pounds   An.xysSi 
ten  {hillings  per  centum  per  annitm  Ihould  not  be 
continued  to  the  lecond  lubfCribers  longer  than  till 
the  lifth  day  of  December,   in  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  fifcy-five.     The  propofal 
being  approved^   a  bill  was  framed  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  as  well  as  for  redeeming  fuch  annuities   as 
fhould  riot  be  fubfcribed.     It  paffcd  through  both 
houfes,   and  was  enafled  into  a  lavv,    after  having 
received  an  additional  claufe,  impowering  the  Eaft 
India  companyj  in  cafe  they  fhould  fubfcribe  all 
their  flock  bearing  an  in te reft  of  four   per  cen- 
tum, to  borrow,   with  the  confent  of  the  board  of 
treafury,  any  fums  not  exceeding  four  millions  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,   after  the  federal  rates 
of  intereft  before  propofed  to  be  paid  by  the  pub- 
lic, and  one  million  more  at  three  per  centum  per 
annum.     They  were  alfo  veiled  with  a  power  to 
raife  money  by  bonds,   as  formerly  ;  yet  fo  as  the 
whole^  including  the  annuities,  fhould  not  exceed 
what  they  were  by  former  ads  impowered  to  bor- 
row-i 

The  obje£lioris  to  the  execution  of  this  pfojeiflj; 
which  by  many  were  deemed  infurmountable,  in  = 
tirely  vaniilied  before  the  fortitude,  perfeverance^- 
and  caution  of  the  minifler  •,  who  had  fecuredy 
among  the  moneyed  men  of  the  nation^  the  pro- 
mife  of  fuch  fums  as  would  have  been  fufficient  ta 
pay  off  the  capital  belonging  to  thofe  creditors 
who  might  refufe  to  accept  the  intereft  thus  re- 
duced. 

The  fecond  fubfcription  had  the  defired  effeft. 
The  three  great  companies  acquiefced,    and  their 
example  was  followed  by  the  other  fcrupulous  an-    , 
'Numb,  2,  E  iiuitants  5 


66  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  OF  E  N  G  L  A  N  D. 

An, 1 750.   nuitants  :    the  national  burthen  was  comfortably 

lightened,   and  the  finking  fund  confiderably  in- 

creafed,  without  producing  the  leaft  perplexity  or 

difturbance  in  the  commonwealth  ;  a  circumflance 

that  could  not  fail  to  excite  the  admiration  and  en- 

^^  vy  of  allChriftendom. 

New  mu-      '' 

tiny-bilh         ^^-^  mutiny-biU  for  tne  eniuing  year  was  miti- 
gated with  an  effential   alteration,    relating  to  the 
oath  of  fecrecy  impofed    upon  the   members  of 
every  court-martial,  who  were  now  releafed  from 
this  referve^  if  required  to  give  evidence,    by  due 
courfe  of  law,   in  any   court  of  judicature;    and 
whereas,  by  the  former  mutiny- bill,   a  general  was 
impowered  to  order  the  revifal  of  any  fentence  by 
a  court-martial  as  often  as  he  pleafed,  and,  on  that, 
pretence,   to  keep  in  confinement  a  man  who  had 
been  acquitted  upon  a  fair  trial  -,   it  was  now  en- 
aded.  That  no  fentence  pronounced  by  any  court- 
martial,    and   figned  by  the  prefident,  fnould  be 
more  than  once  liable  to  revifal.     Colonel  George 
Townfnend,  fon  of  the  lord  vifcount  Townfhend, 
who  had  equally  diiiinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  civil 
and   military  accomplilhments,   propofed  another 
claufe    for  preventing  any  non-commiffioned  offi- 
cer's being  broke,   or  reduced  into  the  ranks  ;  or 
any  foldier's  being  punjihed,   but  by  the  fentence 
of  a  court  martial.     He  gave  the  houfe  to  under- 
fland,  that   certain  perfons  attended  at  the  door, 
who,  from  the  ftation  of  non-commiffioned  officers, 
had  been  broke,  and  reduced  into  the  ranks,  v/ith- 
out  trial  or  any  caufe  aiiigned  -,   and  he  expatiated 
not  only  upon   the  iniquity  of  fuch  proceedings, 
■  but  alfo  upon  the  danger  of  leaving  fuch  arbitrary 
pov/er  in  the  hands  of  any  individual  officer.     A 

warm 
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%varm  debate  was  the  confequence  of  this  motion.    An.  1750. 
which  however  was  over-ruled  by  the  majority. 

Among  other  regulations  made  m  the  courie  oj   ^^^^^^_ 
this  feffion,    for  the  encouragement  of  the  Bricilli   ragingthe 
manufaaures,  a  large  duty  was  laid  upon  Irifh  fail-   J^^J^P^"  ""^ 
cloth,  which,   being  fold  at    an  under-price,    was    f,otn 
found  to  interfere  with  the  fame  fpecies  of  commo-    America.- 
dity  fabricated  in  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain  -,   and, 
for  the  further  benefit  of  this  lail,  the  bounty  upon 
the   exportation   of  if,  which  had  been  dedufted 
from  a  defedive  fund,   was  now  made  payalife  out 
of  the  cuftoms.     This  meafure,  however,  was  not 
of  fuch  importance  to  the  nation  as  the  ad  which 
they  pafTed  for  encouraging  the  importation  of  pig 
and  bar  iron  from  the  EriLiHi  colonies  in  North 
America. 

Every  well-wiflier  to  his  country  reflected  v/ith 
concern  on  the  nature  of  the  Bricifh  trade  with 
Sweden,  from  which  kingdom  the  fubjecls  of  his 
Britannic  majefty  imported  more  iron  and  fteei 
than  it  fupplied  for  all  the  other  countries  in  Eu- 
rope. For  this  article  they  payed  a  very  great  bal- 
lance  in  ready  money,  which  the  Swedes  again  ex- 
pended in  purchafing  from  the  French,  and  other* 
mercantile  powers,  thofe  neceifaries  and  fuoerflui- 
ties  with  which  they  might  have  been  as  cheaply 
furnifhed  by  Great  Britain.  In  the  mean  rime, 
the  Engliin  colonies  in  America  were  refl-ricled  by 
fevere  dunes  from  masking  advantage  of  their  own 
produce,  in  exchanging  their  iron  for  fuch  com- 
modides  as  they  were  under  the  necciTity  of  pro- 
curing from  their  mother-country.  Such  reitric- 
tion  was  not  only  a  cruel  grievance  upon  our  owrj 
fcttlementSj  but  alfo  attended  with  nianifcfc  prtiu- 

'E  2  -  di.:^ 
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All.  1 750.  dice  to  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain,  annualJy 
drained  of  great  fums,  in  favour  of  an  ungrateful 
nation  from  whicii  no  part  of  them  returned  ; 
•whereas  the  iron  imported  from  America  muft  of 
neceflity  come  in  exchange  for  our  own  manufac- 
tures. 

The  commons  having  appointed  a  day  for  taking 
this  affair  into  confideration,  carefully  examined 
into  the  (late  of  the  Britifn  commerce  carried  on 
with  Sweden,  as  well  as  into  the  accounts  of  iron 
impofted  from  the  plantations  in  America;  and  the 
committee  of  the  v/hole  houfe  having  refolved. 
That  the  duties  on  American  pig  and  bar  iron 
'  Ihould  be  removed,  a  bill  v/as  brought  in  for  that 
purpofe,  containing  a  claufe,  however,  to  prevent 
his  majeily's  fubjeclsfrom  making  ilcel,  and  efta- 
blifning  mills  for  flirting  and  rolling  iron  within 
the  Britifh  colonies  of  America  ^  this  precaution 
being  taken,  that  the  cclonifts  mjght  not  interfere 
with  the  manufaftures  of  their  mother-country. 

The  moll  remarkable  circumllance  attending 
the  progrefs  of  this  bill,  which  made  its  way  thro' 
both  houfes,  and  obtained  the  royal  afient,  was  the 
PAimber  of  contradiftory  petitions  in  favour  and  in 
prejudice  of  it,  while  it  rem.ained  under  confidera- 
tion. The  tanners  of  leather,  in  and  about  the 
town  of  Sheffield  in  Yorklhire,  reprefented,  That 
if  the  bill  fhould  pafs,  the  Englifn  iron  would  be 
underfold  •,  confequently  a  great  number  of  fur- 
naces and  forges  would  be  difcontinued  :  in  that 
cafe  the  woods,  ufed  for  fuel,  would  ftand  uncut, 
and  the  tanners  be  deprived  cf  oak-bark  fufficient 
for  the  continuance  and  fupport  of  their  occupa- 
tion. They  nevertheiefs  ownedj  that  fhould  the 
2  diJty 
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duty  be  removed  from  pig  iron  only,   no  fuch  con-  An.  17 50. 
fequence  could  be  apprehended ;   becaufe,  fliould 
theni  mber  of  furnaces  be  lefTened,  that  of  forges 
would    be   increafed.     This  was  likewife  the  plea 
urired  in  divers   rernonilrances  by  mailers  of  iron- 
works,  gentlemen,  and  freeholders,  who  had  trails 
of  woodland  in  their  poffeffion.     The  owners,  pro- 
prietors, and  farmers  of  furnaces  and  iron-forges, 
belonging  to  Sheffield  and  its  neighbourhood,   en- 
larged upon  the  great  expence  they  had  incurred 
in  erecting  and  fupporting  iron-works,  by  means 
of  which  great  numbers  of  his  majefty's  fubjeds 
were  comfortably  fupported.  They  expreffed  their 
apprehenQon,    that  fhould  the  bill  pafs  into  a  law, 
it  could  not  in  any  degree  lefTt^n  the  confumptlon 
of  Swedifli  iron,    which   was   ufed   for    purpofcs 
which  neither  the  American  nor  Britifii  iron  would 
anfwer  :    but  that   the  propofed  encouragement, 
confidering  the  plenty  and   cheapnefs  of  wood  in 
America,   would  enable  the  colonies  to  underfell 
the  Britifh   iron-,    a  branch  of  traffic  which  would 
be  totally  deftroyed,  to  the  ruin  of  many  thouland 
labourers,  who  v/ould.  be  compelled  to  leek  their 
livelihood    in    foreign    countries.     They  iikewife 
fuggefted,    that  if  all  the  iron  manufadurers  of 
Great  Britain  fhould  be  obliged  to  depend  upon  a 
fupply  of  iron  from  the  plantations,   which  muft 
ever  be   rendered  precarious  by  the  hazard  of  the 
feas  and  the  enemy,  the  manufa6bures  would  pro- 
bably decay  for  want  of  materials,  and  many  thou- 
fand  families  be  reduced  to  want  and  mifery.     On 
the  other  hand,  the  ironmongers  and  fmiths   be-- 
longing  to  the  flourifhing  town  of  Birmingham  in 
Warwicklhire,  prefented  a  petitionj  declaring,  that 
E  3  th® 
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An.1750.  t'^e  bill  would  be  of  great  benefit  to.  the  trade  of 
the  nation,  as  it  would  enable  the  colonifls  to 
make  larger  returns  of  their  own  produce,  and 
encourage  them  to  take  a  greater  quantity  of  the 
Brinib  manufactures.  They  affirmed,  that  all  the 
iron-works  in  the,  iiland  of  Great  Britain  did  not 
fupply  half  the  quantity  of  that  metal  fufficient  to 
carry  on  the  manufadure  i  that  if  this  deficiency 
could  be  fupplied  from  the  colonies  in  Americaj 
the  importation  would  ceafe,  and  confiderable  fums 
of  tnoney  be  faved  to  the  nation.  They  obferved, 
that  the  importation  of  iron  from  America  could 
FiO  ip.ore  aue<?c  the  iron-v/orks  and  freeholders  of 
the  kingdom,  than  the  like  quantity  imported  from 
any  other  country  :  but  they  prayed,  that  the 
people  of  America  might  be  reftrained  from  ere^*^- 
ing  flirting  or  rolling  mill?,  or  forges  for  pladng 
iron,  as  they  would  interfere  with  the  manufac- 
tures of  Great  Britain. 

Many   remonftrances   to  the  fame  effrct  were 

prefented  from   different  parts  of  the  kingdom  ^ 

and  it  appeared,    upon  the  moil  exad;  inquiry,  that 

the  encouragement  of  American  iron  would  prove 

extremely  beneficial  to  the  kingdom,   as   it    had 

been  found,    upon  trial,   applicable  to  all  the  ufes 

of  Swediih  iron,  and  as  good  in  every  refoeft  as  the 

produce  of  that  country. 

v^    rx-  „  The  next   commercial  improvement,   of  which 

of  the        we  feall  take  notice,    vv/as  the  hill  for  the  encou- 

BriiHh       ragement   of    the  BritiHi   white- herring  and^  cod 

Sn""'"^-     fifneries.     This  was  likewife  the  refult  of  mature 

nmery. 

deliberation,  importing,  That  a  bounty  of  thirty 
fniilings  per  ton  fhould  be  granted,  and  payed  out 
of  the  cuftomsj  to  all  new  vefiels  from  twenty  to 

fQur« 
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fourfcore  tons  burthen,  which  fliould  be  built  for  An.  1750. 
that  purpofe,  and  aftually  employed  in  the  fifliery  : 
That  a  fociety  fhould  be  incorporated,  under  the: 
name  of  the  free  Britiili  fifliery,  by  a  charter,  no£ 
exclufive,  with  power  to  raife  a  capital  not  exceed- 
ing five  hundred  thoufand  pounds ;  and  that  three  ' 
pounds  ten  fhillings  per  centum  per  annum  Ihould 
be  granted  and  payed  out  of  the  cuftoms  to  the 
proprietors  for  fourteen  years,  for  fo  much  of  the 
capital  as  fhould  be  adualiy  employed  in  the  faid 
fiflieries.  Correfponding  chambers  were  propofed; 
to  be  erciSted  in  remote  parts  of  North  Britain,  for 
taking  in  fubfcriptions,  and  profecuting  the  trade, 
under  the  diredions  of  the  company  at  London  ; 
and  the  nation  in  general  Teemed  eager  to  difpute 
this  branch  of  commerce  with  the  fubjefts  of  Hol- 
land,^  whom  they  confidered  as  ungrateful  inter- 
lopers. In  the  houfe  of  peers,  however,  the  bill 
met  v/ith  a  formidable  oppofition  from  the  earl  of 
Winchelfea  and  lord  Sandys,  who  juilly  obferved. 
That  it  v/as  a  crude  indigefisd  fcheme,  which,  in- 
the  executio'n,  would  never  aniwer  the  expedlations- 
of  the  people:  That  in  contending,  with  the  Dutch, 
v/ho  are  the  patterns  of  unwearied  induftry,  and 
the  moil  rigid  oeconomy,  nothing  could  be  more 
abfurd  than  a  joint-ftock  company,  which  is  al- 
ways clogged  with  extraordinary  expence  ^  and  the 
refolution  of  fitting  out  vefTels  at  the  port  of  Lon- 
don, where  all  forts  of  materials,  labour,  and  fea- 
men,  are  fo  much  dearer  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  united  kingdom,  exclulive  of  the  great 
dillance  and  dangerous  voyage  between  the  me- 
tropolis and  the  Sound  of  Braffa  in  Shetland,  the 
rendezvous  at  which  all  the  herrin2;-biiires  v/era 
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to  afTerpble  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifhing  feafon, 
They  likev/ife  took  notice  of  the  heavy  duty  on 
fair,  yfed  in  curing  the  fifh  for  (ale,  and  the  beef 
for  provifion  to  the  mariners  ;  a  circumftance  of 
itfelf  fufficient  to  difeourage  adventurers  from  em«? 
barking  in  a  commerce  which,  at  beft,  yields  but 
very  Hinder  profits  to  the  trader  in  particular,  how 
important  foever  it  might  prove  to  the  community 
In  general.  Thefe  obje6lions  were  anfwer-ed  by 
the  duke  of  Argyle  and  the  earl  of  Granville,  who 
feemed  to  think  that  this  branch  of  trade  could  not 
be  fairly  fet  on  foot,  without  fuch  a  confiderable 
fum  of  money  as  no  fingle  individual  would  care 
to  advance  5  that  a  joint- ftock  company  would  be 
able  to  profecuie  the  filhery  at  a  fmaller  expence 
Xh2.n  that  which  particular  traders  mufi:  neceflarily 
incur:  that  the  prefent  fpirit  of  the  nation,  which 
■was  eagerly  bent  upon  trying  the  experiment, 
ought  not  to  be  baulked  by  delay,  left  it  fliould 
evaporate  j  and  that  though  the  plan  was  not  ur^ 
exceptionable,  the  defeats  of  it  might  in  the  fequel  - 
be  remedied  by  the  legiflature.  In  a  word,  the 
^ill  was  adopted  by  the  majority,  with  a  fmali 
amendment  in  the  title,  which  produced  fome  dif- 
guiets  in  the  lower  houfe  :  but  this  difpute  was 
(pompromifed,  and  it  was  enacted  into  a  law  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  feiTion. 

Nothing  could  be  more  agreeable  to  the  public 
than  the  landion  of  the  legiflature  to  this  favou,* 
^ite  plan,  which  was  ardently  promoted  and  pa- 
tronized by  men  of  the  greateft  eminence  for 
wealth  and  popularity.  The  company  chofe  foi; 
their  governor  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of 
Wales,  who  received  this  proof  of  their  attach- 
ment- 
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mcnt  and  refpeft  with  particular  marks  of  fatisfac-  An.  1750, 
tion  :  the  prefident  and  vice-prefident  were  both 
aldermen  of  London  •,  and  the  council  was  com- 
pofed  of  thirty  gentlemen,  the  majority  of  whom 
were  members  of  parliamenr.  Great  pains  were 
taken,  and  fome  artifice  was  ufed,  to  learn  the 
Dutch  method  of  curing  the  fi(h.  People  crowded 
with  their  fubfcriptions ;  a  number  of  hands  were 
employed  in  building  and  equipping  the  buffes  or 
veffels  ufed  in  the  fiQiery,  and  the  moft  favour- 
able confequences  were  expeded  from  the  general 
vigour  and  alacrity  v/hich  animated  thefe  prepa^ 
rations.  But  the  fuccefs  did  not  gratify  the  fan- 
guine  hope  of  the  proje6lors  and  adventurers. 
The  objeftions  made  in  the  houfe  of  lords  foon 
appeared  to  have  been  well  founded  :  thefe  co- 
operating-with  mifmanagement  in  the  diredlors, 
the  fpirit  of  the  company  began  to  flag-,  the  na=p 
tural  confequence  of  commercial  difappointment; 
and  now  the  Britifli  EQiery  feems  to  languifh  un- 
der the  negleft  of  the  legiflature. 

Touching  the  trade  to  the  coafc  of  Africa,  peti-   NewAfri- 
tions  were  renewed  by  the  company  and  its  ere-    cancom- 
ditors,  the  merchants  of  BriftoJ,  Liverpool,  and   ^^"'^' 
Lancafter  ;  and  a  remonftrance  was  prefented    by 
the  planters  and  merchants  interefled  in  the  Britifli 
fugar-fettlements  in  America  :    but  the   com.mons 
^adhered  to  their  former  refolutions  of  laying  open 
the  trade,  maintaining  the   forts  at  the  public  ex- 
pence,   and   regulating  the  commerce  by  a  com- 
mittee of  merchants,  reprefenting  the  chief  trading 
towns  in  the  kingdom,  to  be  fuperintgnded  by  the 
board  of  trade  and  plantations.     The  bill  was. ac- 
cordingly framed  and  prefented,  and,  having  pro- 
ceeded 
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An.j750o   ceeded  through    both  houfes  without  oppofition^ 
obtained  the  royal  affent. 

Over  and  abov®  thefe  wife,  falutary,  and  patrio- 
tical  meafures  for  the  improvement  of  commerce, 
they  encouraged  the  importation  of  raw  filk  by  aa 
acl  reducing  the  duties  formerly  payable  on  that 
which  was  the  growth  of  China,  to  the  fame  that  is 
raifed  on  the  raw  filk  from  Italy,  and  allowing 
the  fame  drav/back  upon  the  exportation  of  the  one 
which  had  bsen  ufually  granted  on  the  other,  A 
fecond  bill  was  brought  in  for  the  encouragement 
of  the  growth  and  culture  of  filk  in  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  where  it  had  been  ktely  produced  with 
extraordinary  fuccefs,  by  freeing  from  all  duties 
that  v^'hich  fhould  be  imported  from  his  majefty's 
dominions  in  America:  and  a  third  was  framed, 
permitting  raw  fflk  of  the  growth  or  produce  of 
Perfia,  purchafed  in  RuiTia,  to  be  imported  into^ 
Great  Britain,  from  any  port  or  place  belonging  to. 
the  empire  of  RuiTia. 

Divers  efforts  were  made,  by  different  members 
in  the  oppafition,  to  redlify  certain  abufes  in  the 
army  and  adminiftration  :  fome  bills  they  brought 
in,  and  feveral  petitions  were  left  on  the  table  •,  but 
all  of  them  proved  abortive,  from  the  power  and 
-influence  of  the  minifcer,  who  feemed  refolved 
that  no  benefit  Hiould  flow  upon  the  nation  thro' 
any  channel  but  his  own.  Neverthelefs,  it  muft' 
be  acknowledged,  for  the  honour  of  his  memory, 
that  there  is  no  feiTion  on  record  fo  productive 
as  this  was  of  msafures  advantageous  to  the" 
tommunity» 

The  people,  however,  were   not  intirely  fatisfied 
wJ^h  the  condiift  ofthe  adminiftration,  if  we  may- 
judge 
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judge  from  the  ferment  and  commotions  raifed  An.  1750, 
during  the  progrefs  of  an  eledlion  for  a  citizen  to  Account 
reprefent  in  parliament  the  city  of  Weftminfler.  ^J^^. 
The  feat  which  had  been  filled  by  lord  Trentham,  ^^j.  ^^^^J 
eldefl  fon  of  earl  Gower,  having  become  vacant,  tion, 
in  confequence  of  that  nobleman's  accepting  a  place 
at  the  board  of  admiralty,  he  again  declared  him- 
felf  a  candidate,  and  met  with  a  violent  oppofition. 
Thofe  whoftiled  themfelves  the  independent  elec^ 
tors  of  Weftminfter,  being  now  incenfed  to  an  un- 
common degree  of  turbulence  by  the  interpofition 
of  miniflerial  influence,  determined  to  ufe  their 
utmoft  endeavours  for  baffling  the  defigns  of  the 
court,  and  at  the  fame  time  take  vengeance  on  the 
family  of  earl  G — r,  who  had  entirely  abandoned 
the  oppoiiiion,  of  which  he  was  formerly  one  of 
the  moft  refpefted  leaders.  With  this  view  they 
held  confukations,  agreed  to  refolutions,  and  fet 
up  a  private  gentleman,  named  Sir  George  Vande- 
put,  as  the  competitor  of  lord  Trentham,  declaring 
that  they  would  fupport  his  pretenfions  at  their 
ov/n  expence,  being  the  more  encouraged  to  this 
enterprize  by  the  countenance  and  affiftance  of  the 
prince  of  Wales  and  his  adherents.  They  accord- 
ingly opened  houfes  of  entertainment,for  their  par- 
tifans,  follicired  votes,  circulated  remonftrances, 
and  propagated  abufe  :  in  a  word,  they  canvaffed^ 
with  furprifing  fpirit  and  perfeverance,  againfl  the 
whole  intereft  of  St,  James's.  Mobs  were  hired 
and  proceffions  made  on  both  fides,  and  the, city  of 
Weflminiler  was  fill-^d  with  tumult  and  uproar. 
The  mutual  ariimofity  of  the  parties  feemed  every 
day  to  increafe  during  the  eieflion,  and  a  great 
number  of  unqualiiied  votes  were   on  both  fides 
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An. 1 750.  prefented  :  all  the  powers  of  in  finuation,  obloquy, 
and  ridicule  were  employed  to  vilify  and  depreciate 
both  candidates.  At  length  the  poll  being  clofed, 
a  majority  of  votes  appeared  in  behalf  of  lord 
Trentham  :  but  a  fcrutiny  being  demanded  by  the 
other  fide,  the  returning  officer  complied  with  their 
requeft. 

The  fpeakcr  of  the  lower  houfe  had  iiTued  his 
warrant  for  a  new  writ  ofeleflion  about  the  mid- 
dle of  November  -,  and  towards  the  end  of  Fe- 
bruary Mr,  Fox,  fecretary  at  war,  Handing  up, 
and  obferving  that  no  return  had  yet  been  made, 
thought  proper  to  move,  That  the  clerk  of  the 
'  crown,  the  mefienger  extraordinary  attending  the 
oreat  feal,  the  under-flieriff  of  Middlefex,  and  the 
hio-h-bailiff  of  Weftminfter,  (hould  attend  next 
morning,  and  give  an  account  of  their  iiTuing, 
delivering,  and  executing  the  writ  of  eleftion. 
Thefe  being  examined,  and  the  high-bailiff  de- 
claring that  he  would  proceed  with  all  pofTible  dif- 
patch  in  the  fcrutiny  which  had  been  demanded 
and  was  begun,  JVIr.  Speaker  explained  to  him 
fome  particulars  of  his  duty  \  in  the  difcharge  of 
which,  he  was  given  to  underftand,  he  might  de- 
pend upon  the  proteftion  of  the  houfe,  fiiould  he 
meet  with  any  obftrudion  which  he  could  not  other- 
wife  furmount. 

By  the  violence  and  caprice  with  which  a  greae 
number  of  votes  were  on  both  fides  contelled,  the 
fcrutiny  was  a  long  time  prorrafled,  and  the  return 
attended  v/ith  fome  extraordinary  confequences, 
which  {hall  be  particularifed  among  the  tranfadions 
qf  the  next  year. 

In 
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In  tlie  mean  time,  the  prefent  fefiion  of*  parlia- 
ment was  clofed  on  the  twelfth  day  of  April,  with 
a  fpeech  from  the  throne,  commending  the  com- 
mons for  having  feized  the  very  firft  opportunity 
of  reducing  the  interefl  of  the  national  debt,  with- 
out the  leaft  infringement  upon  the  faith  of  parlia- 
ment ;  and  congratulating  them  on  the  flouriftiing 
ftate  of  the  public  credit,  which  could  not  fail  to 
add  ftrength  and  reputation  to  the  government 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  Immediately  after  the 
rifmg  of  the  parliament,  his  majefty  appointed  a 
regency  to  govern  the  kingdom  in  his  abfence,  and 
embarked  for  the  continent,  in  order  to  viiit  his 
German  dominions. 

The  month  of  January  and  the  beginning  of 
February  were  diftinguifhed,  the  firft  by  a  very 
remarkable  Aurora  Borealis,  appearing  at  night  to 
the  north  eaft,  of  a  deep  and  duUcy  red  colour,  like 
the  refiedion  of  fome  great  fire,  for  which  it  was 
by  many  people  miilaken  -,  and  the  corrufcationSj 
unlike  thofe  that  are  generally  obferved,  did  not 
meet  in  the  zenith,  but  in  a  point  fome  degress  to 
the  fouthward.  February  was  ufliered  in  by  terri- 
ble peals  of  thunder,  flaihes  of  lightning,  and  fuch 
a  tempeft  of  wind,  hail,  and  rain,  as  overwhelmed 
with  fear  and  confternation  the  inhabitants  of 
Briftol,  where  it  chiefly  raged. 

On  the  eighth  day  of  the  fame  month,  between  ^  fuccef- 
the  hours  of  twelve  and  one  in  the  afternoon,  the  fion  of 
people  of  London  were  flill  more  dreadfully  alarm-  J^°  ^^°" 
cd  by  the  fhock  of  an  earthquake,  which   fnook   quakes  in 
all  the  houfes   with  fuch  violence,   that  the  furni-   London, 
ture  rocked  on  the  floors,  the  pewter  and  porce- 
lain rattled  on  the  IhslveSj  the  chamber-bells  rung, 

and 
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and  the  whole  of  this  commotion  was  attended  with 
a  clap  or  noife  refembling  that  produced  by  the  fall 
of  a  heavy  bureau.  The  fhock  extended  through 
the  cities  of  London  and  Weflminfter,  and  was  felt 
on  both  fides  of  the  river  Thames,  from  Green* 
wich  to  the  V/eftward  of  London  ;  but  not  percep- 
tible at  any  confiderable  diftance. 

On  the  very  fame  day  of  the  next  month,  be-^ 
tween  five  and  fix  o'clock  ia  the  morning,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  metropolis  were  again  affrighted 
by  a  fecond  fhock  more  violent  than  the  firfl,  and 
abundantly  more  alarming,  as  it  waked  the  greater 
part  of  the  people  from  their  repofe.  It  was  pre- 
ceded by  a  fuccefTion  of  thick  low  flafhes  of  light- 
ning, and  a  rumbling  noife,  like  that  of  a  heavy 
carriage  rolling  over  a  hollow  pavement.  The 
ihock  itfelf  confifted  of  repeated  vibrations,  which 
lafted  fome  feconds,  and  violently  fhook  every 
houfe  from  top  to  bottom.  Again  the  chairs 
rocked,  the  fhelves  clattered,  the  fmall  bells  rung, 
and  in  fome  places  public  clocks  were- heard  to 
itrike.  Many  perfons  roufed  by  this  terrible  vifita- 
tion,  ftarted  naked  from  their  beds,  and  ran  to 
their  doors  and  windows  in  diftraftion  :  yet  no  hfe 
was  lofl,  and  no  houfe  overthrown  by  this  concuf- 
iion,  though  it  was  fo  dreadful  as  to  threaten  an 
immediate  diffolution  of  the  globe.  The  circum- 
Itance,  however,  did  not  fail  to  make  a  deep  im- 
prefTion  upon  ignorant,  weak,  and  fuperfcitious 
minds,  which  v/ere  tl;e  more  afrefted  by  the  confi- 
deration  that  the  two  Ihocks  were  periodical;  that 
the  fecond,  which  happened  exaftly  one  month  af- 
ter the  firfl",  had  been  the  more  violent  •,  and  that 
she  next,  increafmg  in  proportion,  might  be  at- 
tended 
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tended  with  the  moll  dreadful  confequences.  This  An.175,0, 
general  notion  was  confirmed,  and  indeed  propa- 
gated among  all  ranks  of  people,  by  the  admoni- 
tions of  a  fanatic  foldier,  who  publickly  preached 
up  repentance,  and  boldly  prophefi-d  that  the  next 
fhock  would  happen  on  the  fame  day  of  April,  and 
totally  deftroy  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftmin- 
fter.  Confidering  the  infeftious  nature  of  fear  and 
fuperftition,  and  the  emphatic  mannei-  in  -vhrch 
the  imagination  had  been  prepared  and  prepof- 
feffed,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  effuiions  of  this  illi- 
terate enthufiaft  fliould  have  contributed  in  agreac 
meafure  to  augment  the  general  terror.  The 
churches  were  crowded  v/ith  penitent  fmners :  the 
fons  of  riot  and  profligacy  were  overawed  into  fo- 
briety  and  decorum.  The  ilreets  no  longer  re- 
founded  with  execrations,  or  the  noife  of  brutal  li- 
centioufnefs;  and  the  hand  of  charity  was  liberally 
opened.  Thofe  whom  fortune  had  enabled  to  re- 
tire from  the  devoted  city,  fied  to  the  country  with 
hurry  and  precipitation,  infomuch  that  the  high- 
ways were  encumbered  with  horfes  and  carriages. 
Many  who  had,  in  the  beginning,  combated  thefe 
groundlefs  fears  with  the  weapons  of  reafon  an;d  ri- 
dicule, began  infenfibly  to  imbibe  the  contac^ion, 
and  felt  their  hearts  fail,  in  proportion  as  the  hour 
of  probation  approached  :  even  fcience  and  philo- 
fophy  were  not  proof  againft  the  unaccountable^ 
effeds  of  this  communication.  In  after-ages  it  will 
hardly  be  believed,  that  on  the  evening  of  the 
eighth  day  of  April,  the  open  fields,  that  ikirt  t!ie 
metropolis,  were  filled  with  an  incredible  num- 
ber of  people,  afTemblsd  in  chairs,  in  chaifes, 
and  coaches,   as  ^ydl  on  foot,  who  waited  in  the 
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An.  1 750.  niofl;  fearful  fufpence,  until  morning  and  the  returii 
of  day  difproved  the  truth  of  the  dreaded  pro- 
phecy. Then  their  fears  vaniilied :  they  returned 
to  their  refpedive  habitations  in  a  tranfport  of  joy : 
they  were  loon  reconciled  to  their  abandoned  vices, 
which  they  feemed  to  refume  with  redoubled  af- 
fedion,  and  once  more  bad  defiance  to  the  ven- 
-    geance  of  heaven. 

Peftilen-         ^Y.  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^"^^  §^°^^  '^"  England  Were  filled 
t'lal  fever    with    the  refufe   of  the  army   and  navy,   which 
from  con-   having  been  difmiffed  at  the   peace,    and  either 
the  k{-      ^verfe  to  labour,  or  excluded  from  employment, 
fions  of     had  naturally   preyed  upon   the  commonwealtho 
the  Old      Great  numbers  of  thofe  wretches,  who,  by  proper 
^^  ^^*       regulations,  might  have  been  rendered  ferviceable 
to  the  community,  were  executed   as  examples ; 
and  the  rtll  perifhed  miferably  amidft  rhe  flench 
and  horrors  of   noifome  dungeons.       Even   the 
prifon  o£  Newgate  was  rendered  fo  infe6lious  by 
the  uncommon  crowds  of  confined  felons,  ftewed 
together  in  clofe  apartments,  that  the  very  air  they 
breathed  acquired  a  peftilential  degree  of  putre- 
fa6lion.    It  was  this  putrefied  air^  which,  adhering 
to  the  cloaths  of  the   malefa6lors  brought  to  trial 
at  the  bar  of  the  Old  Bailey  in  May,  produced 
among  the  audience  a  peftilential  fever,  which  in- 
feded  and  proved  fatal  to  the  lord-mayor  of  Lon- 
don^  one  alderman,  two  of  the  judges,  divers  law- 
yers who  attended  the  fcfTion,  the  greateil  part  of 
the  jury,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  the  fpe6ia-> 
tors.     In  order  to  prevent  fuch  difafters  for  the 
future,   the  gaols   were  cleanfed,   and  accommo- 
dated with  ventilators,  which  exhauft  the  foul  and 
'     fupply  a  circulation  of  frefh  air  3   and  other  hu- 
mane 
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fnane  precautions  were  taken  for  the  benefit  of  the  An.  1750.- 
prifoners. 

The  affairs  of  the  continent  underwent  ho  re-  ^o^'J^eof 

markable  alteration.     An  ambafTador  extraordinary  ^^^^  ^^^'^_ 

being  fent  to  Peterfburg  from   the  court  of  Lon-  tinent. 

don,  declared  to  the  Czarina's  minifler,  that  in  cafe   ^.. 

Diipurcs 
of  a   rupture  between  RufTia  and  Sweden,  occa-   between 

fioned  by  the  hoftilities   committed   by  the  former   Rnffiaand 
power,  his  Britannic  majefty  would  confider  Ruilia 
as  the  aggrefibr  -,  and  the  Czarina  could  not  expe6l 
that  he  would  fupply  her  with  the  fuccours  which 
he  was  engaged  by  treaty  to  furnifli   for   her  de- 
fence,  in  cafe  fhe  fliould  be  attacked.     A  declara^ 
tion  of  the  fame  nature  was  made  by  the  ambafTa- 
dor of  her  imperial  majefty  the  queen  of  Hungary  ; 
while  the  minifters  of  France  and  Pruffia,  v/ho  were 
in  ftridt  alliance  with  Sweden,  gave  her  to  under- 
(land,   that  they  would  pun6tually  fulfil  their  en- 
gagements with  the  court  of  Stockholm,   fhould 
fhe  aiftualiy  invade   the  Swedifh  territories  of  Fio^ 
land.     The  fpirit   with  which  the  king  of  Pru/Tia 
exerted  himfelf  on  this  occafion^    gave  infinite  um- 
brage to  the  Czarina,  who,   indeed,  expreffed  her 
refentment   by  treating  the   minifterof  Branden^ 
burg  with  contemptuous  negled:,  and  even  refufed 
to  favour  him  with  an  audience,  until  he  iliould  bs 
veiled  with  the  charader  of  ambaflador.     Thus 
were  fown  the  feeds  of  mifunderflanding   between 
thofe  two  powers,  which,  in  the  fequel,  grew  up  to 
the  mod  bitter  animofity,  and  ferved   to  inflame 
thofe  diffenfions  which  have  defolated   the  fairefl: 
provinces  of  Germany.     The  remonftrance  of  his 
PrufTian   majefly,    wiih  refpecTt  to  the  troubles  of 
the  North,  was  couched  in  fuch  terms  as  gave  dif- 
Numb.  2.  F  fatisfaaioa 
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fatisfa6lion  to  the  court  of  Peterfburg.  The  Ruf- 
fian minifter  retired  from  Berlin  without  the  cere- 
mony of  taking  leave,  and  the  Pruffian  ambaffador 
Warendorf  was  recalled  from  the  court  of  the 
Czarina. 

The  attention  of  his  Britannic  majefty  w^s  not 
wholly  engrolTed  by  the  difputes  between  RufTia 
and  Sweden.  He  had  another  object  in  view, 
which  more  nearly  concerned  the  intereft  of  his 
German  dominions ;  and  had  fet  on  foot  two  ne- 
gotiations of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  com- 
merce and  advantage  of  Great  Britain.  His  firft 
and  principal  aim  v/as,  in  conjun6lion  with  the 
court  of  Vienna,  to  take  fuch  meafures  as  would 
fecure  the  fuccefTion  of  the  imperial  dignity  to  the 
archduke  Jofeph,  eldell  Ton  and  heir  of  the  reign: 
ing  emperor.  As  the  previous  flep  to  that  eleva- 
tion, it  was  propofed  to  eled  this  young  prince 
king  of  the  Romans ;  and  for  this  purpofe  it  was 
neceffary  to  procure  a  majority  not  only  of  the 
eledors,  but  alfo  in  the  diet  of  the  empire,  through 
which  the  propofal  mud  have  palled.  No  ftone 
was  left  unturned  to  reconcile  this  expedient  to  the 
German  princes,  Subfidies  were  offered  by  the 
maritime  powers  of  England  and  the  States  Ge- 
neral to  the  electors  of  Mentz  and  Cologne  ;  and 
a  treaty  of  the  fame  nature  was  concluded  with  the 
eledtor  of  Bavaria,  who,  in  confideration  of  an  an- 
nual fubfidy,  amounting  to  forty  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  two  thirds  of  which  to  be  payed  by  Bri- 
tain, and  the  reft  by  the  States  General,  engaged 
to  keep  in  readinefs  a  body  of  fix  thoufand  in- 
fantry, as  auxiliaries  to  the  Maritime  Powers,  tho'* 
not  to  ad  againft  the  emperor  or  empire  5  and  to 
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join  the  intereilof  his  Britannic  majefly  in  the  diet  Ai^  1750, 
as  well  as  in  the  electoral  college. 

In  order  to  render  the  king  of  Poland,  eledor 
of  Saxony,  propitious  to  this  defign,  he  was  ac- 
commodaced  with  the  loan  of  a  verv  coniiderable 
fum,  upon  the  mortgage  of  certain  bailiwicks  and 
lordfhips  belonging  to  the  Saxon  dominions. 

Thus  a  majority  of  the  eledors  were  fecured 
and  fuch  foundations  laid  for  the  fuccefs  of  this 
projea:,  that  it  was  generally  believed  it  would  be 
accompUaied  in  his  Britannic  majeily's  next  vifit  to 
his  German  dominions.  Hopes  (it  was  faid)  were 
given  to  the  king  of  Sweden,  that  his  concurrence 
would  be  gratified  by  erefting  the  houfe  of  HeiTe 
Cafiel,  of  which  he  was  head^  into  a  tenth  eleao- 
rate.  Arguments  of  an  interefting  nature  were 
ufed  with  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  the  eledor  Pala^ 
tine,  that,  if  polTibie,  the  diet  might  unanimoufly 
approve  of  this  meafure,  fo  necefTary  for  eftablifh- 
ing  the  peace  of  the  empire,  and  preventing  fuch 
troubles  as  arofe  from  a  difputed  fucceffion  at  the 
death  of  the  fixth  Charles.  Thefe  endeavours 
however,  did  not  fucceed  in  their  full  extent. 

The  king  of  Pruffia,  as  elec%r  of  Brandenburg    ^Pof'ed 
oppofed  theeledion  as  unnecelTary  and  improper     l^'^l 
on  account  of  the  health  and  vigour  of  the  reic^n-   vllmi 
mg  emperor,  and  the  tender  years  of  the  archduke 
This  monarch  had  kt  himfelf  up  as  a  ballance  to 
the  power  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  which  had  lonc^ 
afpired  to  abfolute  dominion  over  its  -co  elbtes"^ 
and  endeavoured  to  eflabliih  an  hereditary  ri^ht  of 
Wffion  to  the  empire:    he  therefore  employed 
aiUismfluence  to  frufcrate  the  meafure  prono4d 
eicner  aftuated  by  a  fpirit  of  pure  patriorifm;  o? 

^2  in^: 
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An.  1750.  infpired  with  defigns  which  he  has  not  yet  thought 
proper  to  declare.  The  oppofition  was  joined  by 
the  eledlor  Palatine,  and  countenanced  by  the 
French  king  ;  vv'ho  protefted,  that,  for  the  fake  of 
peace,  he  would  not  oppofe  this  eleftioii,  though 
contrary  to  the  Golden  Bull,  provided  it  fhould  be 
confirmed  by  the  unanimous  confent  of  the  eleflo^ 
ral  college  :  but  (liould  any  one  member  fignify  his 
difTent,  and  he  or  any  ftate  of  the  empire  claim  the 
protedlion  and  affiftance  of  his  moft  Chriitian  ma- 
jefty,  he  could  not  difpenfe  with  granting  both,  in 
confequence  of  his  being  guarantee  of  the  treaty 
of  Weitphalia :  an  engagement  by  Vv'hich  he  was 
obliged  to  fuccour  thofe  princes  and  dates  of  the 
empire  who  might  have  recourfe  to  him,  in  cafe'cf 
any  grievance  they  fuffered,  contrary  to  what  was 
Itipulated  in  that  conflitution.  This  declaration 
co-operating  with  the  known  charkcler  of  his  Pruf- 
fiaa  majeily,  whofe  great  army  overawed  Hanover 
and  Bohemia,  in  all  probability  damped  that  vi~ 
gour  with  which  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Heren- 
haufen  had  hitherto  profecuted  this  important  ne- 


gotiation. 


Nova 
Scotia. 


Difputes         The  fecond  objed  that  employed  the  attention 

^^^'^  ^,  ^     of  the  Britifh  miniftry,    was  the  eftablifnment  of 
French  ...         ,  . 

about  the  the  precife  limits  of  Acadia,  or  Nova  Scotia,  where 
imits  of  the  new  colony  had  fuiTered  great  mifchief  and  in- 
terruption from  the  incurfions  of  the  Indians,  ex- 
cited to  thefe  outrages  by  the  fubjetls  and  emilTa- 
ries  of  France.  CommiiTaries  were  appointed  by 
both  crowns  to  meet  at  Paris,  and  compromife 
thefe  difputes  :  but  the  conferences  were  rendered 
abortive  by  every  art  of  cavilling,  chicanery,  and 
procraftinatlon,    which  the  French  coii^imiffioners 
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cppofed  to  the  juftice  and  perfpicuity  of  the  Eng-  An. 1750. 
li-fli  claims.  They  not  only  mifinterpreted  treaties, 
though  expreffed  with  the  iitmoil  precifion,  aad 
perplexed  the  conferences  with  difficulties  and  mat- 
ter foreign  to  the  fubjed,  but  they  carried  the 
Unei^t  of  per^dy  fo  far  as  to  produce  falfe  charts 
p.nd  maps  of  the  country,  in  which  the  rivers  and 
boundaries  were  mifplaced  and  mifreprefented.  At 
this  time  alfo  the  inlincerity  of  the  French  court 
appeared  in  aifefted  delays  and  artful  objed'ions, 
with  rcfpect  to  the  evacuation  of  the  neutral  iflands 
m  the  Weft  Indies  •,  and  the  governors  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  plantations,  in  different  parts  of  Nonh  Ame- 
rica, tranfmitted  intelligence,  importing,  that  the 
French  had  begun  to  make  encroachments  on  the 
back  of  the  Englifn  colonies. 

Perhaps  the  precarious  footing  on  which  the  Treaty 
peace  ftood  between  Great  Britain  and  France  at 
this  jund:ure,  and  the  critical  fituation  of  affairs  in 
Germany,  determined  the  mjniftry  of  England  to 
compromife  all  differences  with  Spain,  upon  Rich 
terms  as  at  any  ether  tinne  they  would  hardlv  have 
em.braced.  In  order  ro  difcufs  thofe  points  between 
the  two  nations,  which  had  not  been  fettled  by  the 
treaty  of  Aix-laChap::lle,  conferences  were  alfo 
begun  at  Madrid,  nnd  carried  on  by  Mr.  Keene, 
plenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  and  Don 
Jofeph  de  Carvajal  and  Lancaftro,  the  Spaniih 
king's  minifter.  At  length  a  treaty  was  concluded 
on  thefe  conditions :  The  king  of  Spain  engaged 
to  pay,  in  three  months,  to  the  South-fea  company 
of  England  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
as  an  indemnification  for  all  claims  upon  his  crown, 
by  virtue  of  the  Affiento,     In  other  refpeds,  the 
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An,i75o.  trade  and  navigation  of  theEngliln  to  the  ports  of 
Spain  were  regulated  by  former  treaties.  It  was 
flipulated,  That  they  ihould  pay  no  other  duties 
than  thofe  that  were  exadled  of  ihenn  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  11.  of  Spain  :  That  they  fhould  be 
treated  on  the  footing  of  the  moft  favoured  na- 
tions, and  continue  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of  taking 
fait  at  the  ifland  of  Tortuga,  But  there  was  no 
article  reftrifling  the  Spanifli  guarda-coftas  from 
fearching  the  Britifli  veflels  on  the  high  feas;  al- 
though, as  we  have  already  obferved,  this  infolent 
prerogative,  afiumed  without  right,  and  exercifed 
v/ithout  humanity,  was,  in  effecl,  the  original  and 
fole  caufe  of  the  lad  rupture,  which  had  been  at- 
tended with  fuch  enormous  expence  to  the  nation. 
It  mud  be  owned,  hov/ever,  that  his  Catholic  ma- 
jefty  was  at  this  period  extremely  well  difpofed  to 
live  upon  good  terms  with  Great  Britain.  Pie  was 
refclved  to  indulge  his  people  with  the  blsffings  of 
peace,  to  propagate  a  fpirit  cf  induflry  throughout 
his  dominions,  and  in  particular  to  encourage  com» 
merce,  which  he  forefaw  would  prove  a  much  more 
certain  and  inexhauftible  fource  of  wealth,  power, 
and  influence,  than  all  the  treafures  he  could  drain 
from  the  mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru.  His  refolu- 
tions  on  this  interefting  fubjeft  were  chiefly  di- 
rected by  Don  Ricardo  Wall,  who  now  a<5led  as 
his  minifter  at  London  ;  a  gentleman  who  had  dif- 
tinguiflied  himlelf  in  the  field  as  well  as  in  the 
cabinet,  and  poiiefled  the  joint  qualifications  of  a 
general  and  a  ftatefman.  He  had,  by  virtue  of  a 
paiTport,  come  over  privately  to  England  before 
the  peace,  in  order  to  pave  the  way  for  the  trtzty^ 
by  a  fecret  negotiation  with  the  EngUfii  minifters  i 
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but  immediately  after  the  peace  was  proclaimed,  An.  1750. 
he  appeared  in  the  charader  of  ambaiTador.  He 
was  poffeiled  of  the  mod  infmuating  addrefs, 
ihrewd,  penetrating,  and  inquifitive.  While  he 
refided  in  London,  he  fpared  no  pains  in  learning 
the  nature  of  thofe  manufadures,  and  that  com- 
merce, by  which  Great  Britain  had  been  fo  re- 
markably aggrandized  ;  and  on  his  return  to  Spain, 
where  in  a  little  time  he  was  placed  at  the  helm  of 
affairs,  he  turned  the  knowledge  he  had  thus  ac- 
quired to  the  advantage  of  his  country.  He  not 
only  promoted  the  ufeful  arts  within  the  kingdom 
of  Spain,  but  demonflrated  the  infinite  advantage 
that  would  accrue  from  an  a6live  trade,  which  the 
Spaniards  had  for  many  ages  neglefled ;  and  in  a 
few  years  their  (liips  were  feen  to  fwarm  in  all  the 
commercial  ports  of  Europe. 

Of  other  foreign  events,  v/hich  diftinguiihed  this 
fumm.er,  the  moil  remarkable  was  the  death  of 
John  king" of  Portugal,  who  perfedlly  underftood 
and  fieadily  purfued  the  true  intereft  of  his  coun- 
try, and  in  whom  many  princely  qualities  v/ere 
debafed  by  a  cruel  fpirit  of  bigotry  and  fuperfti- 
tion.  He  was  fucceeded  by  his  eldeil  fon  Jofeph, 
who,  if  he  has  fallen  fhort  of  his  father  in  fome  re- 
fpects,  cannot  be  juftly  charged  with  having  inhe- 
rited this  paternal  weaknefs. 

The  king  of  Great  Britain,  having  returned  to  Seffion  of 
Englandj  opened  the  feffion  of  parliament  in  Ja-  pariia- 
nuary  with  a  fpeech,  importing,  That  he  had  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  the  king  of  Spain,  and  ami- 
cably adjufted  fuch  differences  as  could  not  be  fo 
properly  compromifed  in  a  general  treaty  :  That 
the   conjmexce  of  this  nation  with  that  country 
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An.  1750.  was  re-eftablifhed  upon  the  moft  advantageous  and 
lure  foundations ;  and  that  there,  was  the  greateft 
realon  to  hope  the  antient  fricndfhip  between  Great 
Britain  and  Spain  would,  frooi  mutual  inclination 
as  well  as  intereft,  be  nov/ efiedually  reflored.  He 
told  them.  That,  in  conjundlion  with  the  Emprefs- 
queen  and  the  States  General,  he  had  concluded  a 
treaty  with  the  eledor  of  Bavaria ;  and  was  em- 
ployed in  taking  fuch  further  meafures  as  might 
befl  tend  to  ftrengthen  and  fecure  the  tranquillity 
of  the  empire,  fupporc  its  fyftem,  and  timely  anti- 
cipate fuch  events  as  had  been  found  by  experience 
to  endanger  the  common  caufe,  involve  Europe  ini 
the  calamities  of  v^ar,  and  occafion  the  lofs  of  much 
blood  and  treafure  to  thefe  kingdoms.  He  pro- 
mifed,  That  both  thefe  treaties  (liould  be  fubjeded 
to  ttieir  perufal :  he  gave  them  to  underftand,  That 
he  had  received  from  all  the  other  contradling 
povvrers  in  the  definitive  treaty  of  Aix-la-Chapel!e, 
the  mod  full  and  clear  declarations  of  their  refolu-^ 
lion  to  preferve  the  general  peace  •,  and  that  he 
had  taken  care  to  confolidate  the  ties  of  union  and 
friendfhip  between  him  and  his  allies,  the  better  to 
iecure  their  mutual  interefts,  maintain  the  peace 
already  fubliiting,  and  prevent  the  occafion  of  any 
future  rupture.  Finally,  he  recommended  unani- 
mity, the  improvement  of  commerce,  and  the  ef- 
fedlual  fupprelTion  of  fuch  outrages  and  violences 
^s  are  inconfiftent  with  good  order  and  govern- 
ment, and  endanger  the  lives  and  properties  of  the 
fubjecl,  w^hofehappinefs  an4  flouriihing  condition 
he  had  intirely  at  heart. 
Dtbat?  When  the  motion  was  made  for  an  addrefs  of 

en  ihe       thanksj  couched  in  terms  that  favoured  of  the  moft 
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implicit  complaifance,  approbation,  and  acquief-  An.1750. 
cence  in  the  meafures  which  the  crown  had  taken, 
the  earl  of  Eg— t,  and  fome  other  anti- courtiers, 
affirmed,  that  llich  an  addrefs  would  be  equally 
fervile  and  abfurd.  They  obferved,  That  nothing 
could  be  more  prepofterous  than  a  blind  approba- 
tion of  meafures  which  they  did  not  know  :  That 
nothing  could  be  more  ridiculous  than  their  con- 
gratulacions  on  the  prefect  happy  tranquillity, 
when  almofi:  every  day's  news-papers  informed 
them  of  fome  Britifh  (hip's  being  feized  by  the 
Spaniards,  or  fome  new  attack  made  by  the  French 
on  our  infant  colony  in  Nova  Scotia.  With  refpeft 
to  the  continent  of  Europe,  they  affirmed.  That 
the  tranquillity  of  Germany  would  have  been  upon 
a  much  miOre  folid  foundation,  had  England  never 
interpofed  in  the  affairs  of  the  Empire  :  in  that  cafe 
the  princes  would  of  themfelves  have  fupported 
the  conftitution  of  their  own  coun[ry  :  That  the 
eletftion  of  an  infant  for  king  of  the  Romans,  was 
much  more  likely  to  difturb  than  eftablifli  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe ;  becaufe  it  would  help  to 
overcurn  the  conftitution  of  the  Empire,  by  ren- 
dering the  imperial  dignity  hereditary  in  one  houfe, 
inftead  of  being  the  refult  of  a  free  eleftion.  They 
took  notice,  that  the  conftitution  had  provided 
vicars  to  govern  the  Empire  during  the  vacancy 
of  the  imperial  throne  •,  but  had  made  no  provi- 
fion  of  regents,  prote6lors,  or  guardians  for  a  mi- 
nor emperor,  becaufe  it  never  was  fuppofed  that  a 
minor  would  be  chofen.  They  inveighed  againft 
the  laie  treaty  with  Spain-,  in  which,  they  faid,  the 
miniftry,  for  the  paultry  fum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  had  given  up  the  claims  of  the  South- 
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4iJ.s75c.  fea  company,  and  other  Britifli  merchants,  who 
had  fufFered  froni  depredations  to  the  amount  of 
one  million  three  hundred  thoiifand  pounds ;  and 
bartered  away  the  freedom  of  our  trade  and  navi- 
gation, by  leaving  untouched  that  prerogative 
which  the  Spaniards  have  afiumed  of  fearching  the 
Britifh  Ihips  in  the  open  feas,  and  confifcating 
ihem,  il;iculd  they  find  on  board  the  lead  particle 
of  what  they  call  contraband  merchandize.  They 
produced  an  inftance  of  an  Englifh  fhip,  lately 
driven  by  ftrefs  of  weather  into  one  of  the  ports  of 
the  Spanifli  Weft  Indies,  where  fhe  v/as  fearched, 
feized,  and  condemned  under  this  pretence.  They 
recapitulated  the  conduct  of  the  French,  who,  in 
the  midd  of  their  declarations  of  peace  and  mode- 
ration, were  iVill  employed  in  fortifying  their  fettle- 
'iiients  on  the  neurrai  idands,  as-well  as  m  harraffing 
and  incroaching  upon  our  plantations  in  North 
America,  Th-y  exclaimed  againft  the  treaty  of 
fubfidy  with  the  eleftor  of  Bavaria,  or  any  other 
prince,  in  time  of  peace  y  obferving,  that  for  fome 
years  the  nation  had  payed  fuch  penfions  to  the 
Danes  and  the  Heffians ;  but,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
jate  war,  the  former  abandoned  our  interefls,  and 
the  latter  adually  took  arms  againft  Great  Britain. 
Finally,  they  affirmed,  that  the  fubfidy  was  greater 
than  the  nation  could  fpare  ;  for,  unlefs  the  land- 
tax  ihould  be  continued  at  four  iliillings  in  the 
pound,  they  could  not  afford  a  fliiiiing  to  any 
prince  in  Germany,  without  encroaching  upon  the 
fmking  fund.     "  At  fuch  a  jundure  (faid  a  certain 

-.  member)  will  any  gentleman  prefume   to  propofe 

the  continuation  of  fuch  an  impofitlon  on  the  land- 
bolder,  for  the  fake  of  bribing  the  princes  of  Ger- 
many 
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many  to  do  \yhat  ?--to  preferve  the  freedom  an4  An.  1756* 
independency  of  their  native  country.  I  fay, 
princes  of  Germany,  becaufe  this  fubfidy^  to  Bava- 
ria will  fignify  nothing,  unlefs  we  take  half  a  fcorc 
more  of  them  into  our  pay  •,  and  when  we  have 
thusMndulged  them  for  feven  years  of  peace,  they 
may  give  us  the  flip  as  others  have  done,  when- 
ever another  war  fliali  be  declared." 

Againft  thefe  objeftions  the  motion  v/as  fop- 
ported  by  Mr.  William  Pitt,  at  this  time  an  advo- 
cate for  the  miniftry.  He  obferved,  That  the  ad- 
drefs  v/as  no  more  than  the  ufual  compliment  to 
the  throne,  which  did  not  imply  an  obligation  on 
|he  parliament  to  approve  of  .meafures  which  they 
m'ght  find  caufe  to  cenfure  upon  further  inquiry. 
He  faid,  the  trivial  difoutes  ftiil  fubfiftino:  between 
this  nation  and  the  Spaniards,  or  French,  would 
foon  be  terminated  amicably,  and  cculd  never  af- 
fed  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe,  which  was 
to  be  eftablillied  upon  a  firm  alliance  between  his  , 

majelly  and  lucha  confederacy  upon  the  continent, 
as  would  be  an  over- match  for  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
bon. He  expatiated  upon  his  majefty's  wifdom  in 
taking  off  from  the  French  intereli  fuch  a  power- 
ful prince  as  the  eleftor  of  Bavaria,  and  concert- 
ing other  falutary  meafures  for  preferving  the  bal- 
ance of  power  on  the  continent.  He  defended  the 
articles  cf  the  late  treaty  with  Spain  ;  obferving,  ' 

that  what  remained  of  the  Affiento-contraft  was  a 
matter  of  very  little  confequence  to  the  South-fea 
conipany  ;  that  the  demands  of  this  company,  and 
other  Bridfh  merchants,  were  all  cancelled  by  the 
rupture  with  Spain,  and  more  than  recompenfcd 
to  the  nation  by  a  great  bailance  of  captures  during 
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An.1750.  the  v/ar,  as  well  as  by  the  great  traffick  carried  on 
with  the  Spanifh  fetdcments  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
after  it  had  been  laid  open  by  the  demolition  of 
their  fortrefTes.  He  afferted,  that  by  this  treaty 
the  court  of  Spain  had  made  many  imporiant  con- 
ceffions :  they  had  condefcended  to  pay  a  great 
fum  to  the  South-fea  company:  they  had  con- 
fenced  to  the  re  eilabliihrnenc  of  the  Britifh  trade 
in  Spain,  upon  a  very  advantageous  and  folid  foot- 
ing, by  agreeing  that  the  fubjefts  of  Great  Britain 
Ihould  pay  no  other  duties  on  merchandize  than 
thofe  exacted  of  his  catholic  majeity's  own  fub- 
je6i:5,aiiJ  to  aboliOi  all  the  innovations  that  had  been 
introduced  into  the  commerce.  He  affirmed,  thac 
the  article  of  No  Search  was  a  ftipulation  which  it 
v/ould  Have  been  ridiculous  to  infift  upon  •,  and 
thought  prop.:;r  to  obviate  a  reproach  which  he 
loreiav/    the    oppofiiion   would  throw   upon   him, 

,  from  the  circumllance  of  h-is  having,  upon  a  former 

bccafion,  heartily  concurred  in  a  motion  for  an  ad- 
drefs,  That  no  treaty  of  peace  with  Spain  fhould 
be  admitted,  unlels  fuch  a  ftipulation  ihould  be 
firil  obtained  as  a  preliminary.  He  owned  he  had 
ilrenucufly  contended  for  fuch  a  motion,  becaufe 
at  that  time,  being  very  young  and  fanguine,  he 
thought  it  rip-ht  and  reafonable  :  but  he  was  now 
ten  years  older,  had  confidered  m.atters  more  coolly, 
and  was  convinced  that  the  privilege  of  No  Search, 
with  refped  to  Britifli  vefTcls  failing  near  the  Ame- 
rican (hore,  would  never  be  obtained,  unlefs  Spain 
ihould  be  brought  ib  low  as  to  acquieice  in  any 
terms  we  as  viclors  might  propofe.  He  likewife 
fi.fynified  his  convi^ion,  that  all  addreffes  from  the 
houfe  of  ccmmoris,  during  the  courfe  of  a  war;,  for 

pre- 
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prefcribing  terms  of  peace,  were  in  themfeWes  ridi-    An. 1750- 
culous ;  and  that  every  fuch  addrefs  was  an  en- 
croachment on  the  king's  prerogative,   which  had 
always  been  attended  with  unlucky  confequences. 

How  far  theCe  arguments  are  fatisfadory,  con- 
elufive,  and  confiftent,  we  fhail  leave  to  the  rea- 
der's dettfrmination.  Certain  it  is,  they  were 
adopted  by  the  majority,  and  the  addrels  was  pre- 
fented  without  further  oppofition. 

The  two  grand  committees  which  are  appointed    SuppUes 
to  difcufs  the  fupplies  for  the  enfuino;  year,  and  the   S""^"!^ 

.     '■  .  tor  the 

funds  upon  which  they  are  to  be  raifed,  proceeded  enfuing 
as  ufual  under  the  diredlion  of  the  miniilry  -,  yet  year, 
not  without  (cmt  vehement  oppofition,  in  which 
certain  fervants  of  the  crown  exprefied  the  moft 
hearty  concurrence.  When  a  motion  was  made 
for  reducing  the  number  of  feamen  to  eight  thou- 
fand,  Mr.W.  Pitt,  Mr.Lyttkton,and  Mr.  G. Green- 
ville, oppofed  it  with  all  their  might  of  argument 
and  elocution  ;  but  they  were  over-ruled.  An- 
nual debates  were  aifo  revived,  with  the  fame 
fuccefs,  upon  the  number  of  the  troops  confti- 
tuting  the  llanding  army  ;  but  the  other  refolu- 
tions  of  the  grand  committees  met  with  little  or 
no  oppofition.  ■ 

The  number  of  feamen  for  the  enfumg  year  was 
limited  to  eight  thoufand  ;  and  that  of  the  ftafld- 
ing  forces  continued  at  eighteen  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  feven  effe6live  men,  including 
one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen  invalids. 

The  cammons   granted  a   connderable  fum  of 
money  f c  r  payingofF  the  principal  of  fuch  redeem- 
able flocks  as  had    not  been    fubfcribed,    in   pur-  - 
fuance  of  two  a£ts  pafTed  in  the  lad  feffion  for  re- 
I  ducing 
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Aft.1750-  ducing  the  intereft  of  annuities.  Thirty  thoufand 
pounds  were  given  for  fuiniling  the  king's  engage- 
ment with  the  eledor  of  Bavaria :  large  grants 
were  nnade  for  fupplying  deficiencies,  and  replac- 
ing fums  borrowed  from  the  finking  fund. 

The  expence  incurred  by  the  new  colony  in  No- 
va Scotia,  not  provided  for  by  parliament,  exceed- 
ed fifty 'ieven  thoufand  pounds ;  and  the  mainte- 
nance of  it  for  the  enfuing  year  was  fixed  at  fifty- 
three  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty- feven 
pounds  fourteen  (hillings  and  four-pence.  An 
enormous  charge  !  if  we  confider  to  how  little  pur- 
pofe  all  this  bounty  hath  been  beftowed. 

A  fund  was  eftablilhed,  under  the  fanflion  of 
parliament,  for  the  relief  and  maintenance  of  the 
widows  of  fea  officers,  by  allowing,  upon  the  books 
of  every  fiiip  of  war  in  fea-pay,  the  wages  and  vic= 
tuals  of  one  man  for  every  hundred  of  which  the 
complement  fhould  confifi,  for  fuch  time  only  as 
the  number  of  men  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the 
royal  navy  iliould  not  exceed  twenty  thoufand. 
This  was  an  additional  indulgence,  over  and  above 
the  allowance  of  one  man  granted  by  a  former  aft 
of  parliament. 

On  the  whole,  the  provifions  of  this  year  s- 
mounted  to  five  millions  one  hundred  twenty- five 
thoufand  twenty- three  pounds  eleven  fhiilings 
and  feven-pence,  to  be  raifed  by  the  ufual  duties  : 
the  fum  of  one  million  twenty-fix  thoufand  four 
hundred  feventy-nx  pounds  four  fliillings  and  fix- 
pence,  advanced  by  the  company  of  the  bank  of 
England,  to  pay  oii  their  ov/n  unfubfcribed  annui- 
ties, for  which  they  accepted  exchequer- bills  at 
three  pounds  per  centum  intereft  j  by  the  land- tax 
6  at 
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at  three  fhillings  in  the  pound  j  a  lottery  and  an-   An.1750. 
nuities,  at  the  rate  of  three  per  centum  per  annum, 
to  be  charged  on  the  finking  fund,  redeemable  by- 
parliament. 

The  annual  meafure,  called  the  mutiny  bill, 
was  not  paiTed  without  difpute  and  altercation : 
fome  alterations  were  propofed,  but  not  adopted ; 
and  the  fcntences  of  court-martials  ftill  fubje<5led 
to  one  revifion. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  deliberations  tlie  kingdom  Deathand 
was  alarmed  with  an  event  Vv'hich  overwhelmed  the  cbarader 
people  with  grief  and  confternation.  His  royal  prince  of 
h'ghnefs  the  prince  of  Wales,  in  confeque'nce  of  a  V/ales,  ^ 
cold  caught  in  his  garden  at  Kew,  was  feized  with 
a  pleuretic  diforder ;  and,  after  a  ihort  illnefs,  ex- 
pired on  the  twentieth  day  of  IVTarch,  to  the  un- 
fpeakable  affli(5lion  of  his  royal  confort,  and  the 
unfeigned  forrow  of  all  who  wifhed  well  to  their 
country.  This  excellent  prince,  who  now  died  ia 
the  forty-fifth  year  of  his  age,  was  poflefied  of  every 
amiable  quality  which  could  engage  the  affedlion 
of  the  people:  a  tender  and  obliging  huiband,  a 
fond  parent,  a  kind  mafter,  liberal,  generous,  can- 
did, and  humane  ;  a  munificent  patron  of  the  arts^ 
an  unwearied  friend  to  merit ;  v^^ell  difpofed  to  af- 
fert  the  rights  of  mankind  in  general,  and  Vk^armly 
attached  to  the  iiitereft  of  Great  Britain.  The  na- 
tion could  not  but  be  afflided  at  feeing  a  prince 
of  fuch  expedlations  ravifhed  from  their  hopes  ; 
and  their  grief  was  the  better  founded,  as  the  king 
had  already  attained  to  an  advanced  age,  and  the 
heir-apparent  George,  now  prince  of  Wales,  was 
a  minor. 


His 
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An. 1 751.        His  majefty,  forefeeing  all  the   inconveniences 
Settle-        which  might  arife   from  a  minority,    deliberated 
ment  of  a    ^j^j^  j^j^  council  on  this  fubjed,  and  refolved  to  ch- 
in cafe  of    ^^^^   ^  parliamentary   fandion    for  the   meafures 
a  minor     judged   neccdary   to  fecure  the  fuccefllon.     With 
fovereign.   jj^jg  ^j^,^  j^g  f^^^  ^   mefifage  to  both  houfes  on  the 
twenty- fixth  day  of  April,  importing,That  nothing 
could  conduce  fo  much  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
proteftant  fuccellion  in  his  royal  family,  as  proper 
provifions  for  the  tuition  of  the  perfon  of  his  fuc- 
ceflbr,  and  for  the  regular  adminift ration  of  the 
government,  in  cafe  the  fucceffor  fiiould  be  of  ten- 
der years :   his  majefty  therefore  earneftly  recom- 
mended this  weighty  affair  to  the  deliberation  of 
parliament  -,   and  propofed,  that  when  the  imperial 
crown  of  thefe  realms  Ihould  dtfcend  to  any  of  the 
late  prince's  fons,  being  under  the  age  of  eighteen 
,  years,  his  mother,   the  princefs  dowager  of  Wales, 
fhould  be  guardian  of  his  perfon,  and  regent  of 
thefe  kingdoms,  until  he  fhould  attain  the  age  of 
majority,    with  fuch   powers   and    limitations   as 
Ihould   appear  neceffary  and  expedient   for  thefe 
purpofes.     This  meflage   produced  a  very  affec- 
tionate addrefs,  promifmg  to  take  the  affair  into 
their  ferious  confideration  -,  and  in  the  beginning 
of  May  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  prefented  to  the 
houfe  of  peers  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  admin iftra- 
tion  of  government,    in   cafe   the  crown  fhould 
defcend  to  a  minor.     The  bill  was  read  a  fecond 
time,  and  committed,  when  a  fecond  mefTage  ar- 
.  rived  from  his  majefty,  recommending  to   their 
confideration  the  fettlement  of  fuch  a  council  of 
regency  as  the  bill  propofed,  confifting  of  his  royal 
highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  who  at  that 

time 
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time  commanded  the  army,  the  archbifliop  of  Can-  ^n*'  ^75*' 
terbury,  the  lord  chancellor,  the  lord  high  trea- 
furer,  or  firft  lord  com.mifTioner  of  the  treafury, 
the  prefident  of  the  council,  the  lord  privy-feal, 
the  lord  high  admiral  of  Great  Britain,  or  firft  com- 
miflioner  of  the  admiralty,  the  two  principal  fecre- 
taries  of  ftate,  and  the  lord  chief  juftice  of  the 
King's  Bench,  all  thefe  great  officers  (except  his 
royal  highnefs  the  duke)  for  the  time  being. 

This  bill  did  not  pafs  through  the  lower  houfe 
without  violent  debate  and  bitter  farcafms.  The 
council  of  regency,  though  efpoufed  by  all  the 
miniftry,  including  the  paymafter  general,  met 
with  fierce  oppofition,  as  an  unnecefTary  and  fatal  re- 
ftriflion  that  would  impede  the  m.achine  of  govern- 
ment, and,  as  the  council  was  conftituted,  might 
be  productive  of  the  moft  pernicious  confequences. 
Some  of  the  members  ventured  even  to  infmuat-e 
the  danger  of  leaving  at  the  head  of  a  large  land- 
ing army  a  prince  of  the  blood,  vefted  with  a  fhare 
of  the  regency,  poHefTed  of  great  perfonal  in- 
fluence, the  darling  of  ihe  foldiery,  brave,  popular, 
and  enterprifing  ;  fuppofed  not  wholly  devoid  of* 
ambition,  and  not  at  all  remarkable  for  any  fymp- 
toms  of  extraordinary  affeftion  tov/ards  the  perfon 
of  the  heir-apparent.  The  hiftory  of  England  was 
ranfacked  for  invidious  inftances  of  royal  uncles 
and  regents,  who  had  injured  the  fovereigns,  and 
diflrefTed  the  government,  by  their  pride,  cruelty^ 
and  ambition.  The  charaders  of  John  Lackland, 
and  John  of  Ghent,  Humphrey  and  Richard  dukes 
of  Ghucefter,  were  called  in  review,  canvafTed, 
compared,  and  quoted  with  fome  odious  applica- 
tions :  but  the  majority,  being  convinced  of  the 

NyME.  III.      '      '        G  loyal- 
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An.  1751.  loyalty,  virtue,  integrity,  and  great  abilities  of  his 
royal  highnefs,  to  whom  the  nation  owed  obliga- 
tions of  the  moft  important  nature,  pafied  the  bill 
with  a  few  amendments,  in  which  the  lords  ac- 
quiefcedj  and  in  a  little  time  it  received  the  royal 
fan6tion. 
General  The  death  of  his  royal  highnefs  the  prince  of 

zation-       ^^^^^  ^as  fatal  to  a  bill  which  had  been  brought 
bill.  into  the  houfe  of  commons,  for  naturalizing  all  fo- 

reign proteilants  who  fhould  fettle  within  the  domi- 
nions of  Great  Britain.  Political  arithmeticians 
have  generally  taken  it  for  granted,  that,  to  every 
commercial  nation,  an  increafe  of  people  is  an  in- 
creafe  of  opulence ;  and  this  maxim  is  certainly 
true,  on  the  fuppofition  that  every  individual  is  in- 
duftrious,  and  that  there  is  a  fufficient  field  for  em- 
ployment ;  but  all  thefe  general  maxims  ought  to 
be  adopted  under  certain  qualifications.  When  all 
branches  of  manufaflure  are  overitocked,  an  ad- 
dition of  workmen  will  doubtlefs  be  an  additional 
incumbrance  on  the  community.  In  the  debates, 
which  this  bill  produced,  the  members  of  the  mi- 
niftry  were  divided  among  themfelves.  The  mea- 
fure  was  efpoufed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, Mr.  W.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Lyttleton  •,  and  in  op- 
pofmg  it  the  earl  of  Egmont  was  joined  by  Mr. 
P"ox,  fecretary  at  war. 

Petitions  and  counter -petitions  were  prefented 
by  the  merchants  of  London,  Briftol,  and  other 
trading  towns  of  the  kingdom.  All  merchants 
and  traders  of  foreign  extradlion  exerted  them- 
felves vigorouily  in  its  behalf,  and  it  was  without 
doubt  countenanced  by  the  adminiflration  j  but 
the  project  was  odious  to  the  people  in  general. 

The 
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The  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  Lon-   An.  1751. 
don,  in  common  council  affembled,   compofed  a 
remonftrance  to  the  lower  houfe,  fetting  forth  the 
danger  and  inutility  of  a  general  naturalization  of 
foreign  proteftants.     A  petition  of  the  merchants 
and  principal  inhabitants  of  Briflol,   reprefented, 
that  fuch  a  law  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  this  kingdom,   by  preventing 
many  induftrious  artificers  from  procuring  a  fuffi- 
cient  fupport  for  themfeives  and  their  families,  and 
of  confequence  increafing  the  rates  of  the  poor : 
that  the  introdudlion  of  fuch  a  number  of  fo- 
reigners, inflead  of  being  a  fupport  to  the  prefent 
happy  eftablifhment,   might   endanger    the   very 
bafis  of  our  conilitution :  that  it  would  greatly  tend 
to  the  diminution  of  our  manufaftures,    as  many 
ftrangers  would  doubtlefs  come  and  refide  in  Eng- 
land for  a  time,  in  order  to  learn  the  methods  and 
management  of  our  manufa6turers  and  artificers  ; 
and,  after  having  obtained  this  inflruclion,  return 
to  their  native  countries,  where  they  would  eflablilh 
and  carry  on  works  of  the  iame  nature. 

The  twentieth  day  of  March  being  appointed 
for  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  it  was  poilponed, 
in  confequence  of  the  unfortunate  death  of  the 
prince  of  V/ales ;  and  other  petitions  from  difiierent 
cities  of  the  kingdom  being  muftered  againil  it  in 
the  fequel,  the  miniftry  did  not  think  proper  to 
perfift  in  an  unpopular  meafure  at  fuch  a  dehcate 
conjuncture  J  fo  the  bill  was  no  more  brought  upon 
the  carpet. 

Divers  other  regulations,  relating  to  civil  policy 
as  well  as  to  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  v/ere 
propounded  in  the  houfe  of  commons  j   but  thele  ,^, 

2  pro-    ■'% 
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Ah.  175 1,  propofals  proved  abortive,  either  becaufe  they  ap- 
peared crude  and  indigefted  in  themfelves,  or  the 
honfe  could  not  obtain  proper  information  touch- 
ing the  allegations  they  contained. 
Ccnrurc  Other  traniadlions  in  this  felTion  there  were  none, 

a  paper  except  the  concurrence  of  both  houfes  in  ftigma- 
intituled  tizing  a  printed  paper,  intituled,  "  Conftitutional 
tlonal  '  Qi^^rics,  earneftly  recommended  to  the  ferioiis  con- 
Queries,  lideration  of  every  true  Briton  "  and  the  fteps 
taken  by  the  commons,  in  confequence  of  the  com- 
motions occafioned  by  the  Weftminfter  eleftion. 
The  abovementioned  paper,  which  had  been  con-, 
veyed  by  letter  to  the  majority  of  both  houfes,  was 
in  the  month  of  January  communicated  to  the  lords 
by  the  duke  of  Marlborough,  who  moved  for  re- 
folutions  againft  it  as  a  feditious  libel,  and  that  the 
concurrence  of  the  commons  might  be  defired.  A 
conference  accordingly  enfued,  and  both  houfes 
concurred  in  voting  the  paper  a  falfe,  malicious, 
fcandalous,  infamiOus,  and  feditious  libel,  contain- 
ing the  moft  falfe,  audacious,  and  abominable  ca-^ 
lumnies  and  indignities  upon  his  majefly,  and  the 
moft  prefumptuous  and  wicked  infmuations  that 
our  lav/s,  liberties,  and  properties,  and  the  excel- 
lent conftitution  of  this  kingdom,  were  in  danger 
under  his  majefty's  legal,  mild,  and  gracious  go- 
vernment, with  intent  to  inftil  groundlefs  fuipi- 
cions  and  jealoufies  into  the  minds  of  his  majefty's 
good  fubjedls,  and  to  alienate  their  affeftions  from 
his  ma;efty  and  his  royal  family.  It  was  therefore 
reiblved,  by  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
commons  in  parliament  affembied.  That,  in  ab- 
horrence and  deteftadon  of  fuch  abominable  and 
feditious  pradices,  the  paper  ftiould  be  burnt  by 

the 
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the  hands  of  the  common  hangman  in  the  new;A"-J7S^- 
Palace-yard  of  Weftminfter ;  and  this  fentence  was 
executed  accordingly.  Then  they  prefented  an 
addrefs  to  his  majefty,  defiring  that  the  moft  ef- 
fedltial  means  might  be  taken  for  difcovering  the 
author,  printer,  or  puWillier,  that  he  or  they  might 
be  brought  to  condign  punifhment.  Direftions 
were  given  for  this  purpofe ;  but  without  effed. 
Thofe  concerned  in  writing,  printing,  and  circu- 
lating the  paper,  had  aded  with  fuch  caution,  that 
not  one  of  them  was  ever  difcovered. 

The  proceedings  of  the  commons,  with  refped  Proceed- 
to  the  eledion  of  a  burgefs  for  Weftminfter,-  were  JJf'g]g"_ 
attended  with  fome  extraordinary  circumftances,  tionof  a 
which  we  ill  all  now  record,  for  the  edification  of  ^!.^,'^f"f°'' 
thofe  who  pique  themfelves  on  the  privileges  or  a   fter„ 
Britifh  fubjed.     We  have   already  obferved,   that 
a  majority  appearing  on  the  poll  for  lord  Trent- 
ham,  the  adherents  of  the  other  candidate,    Sir 
George  Vandeput,    demanded   a  fcrutiny,   which 
was  granted  by  the  high  bailiff  of  Weftminfter, 
the  returning  officer.     During  this  tedious  invefti- 
gation,  which  rolled  cliiefly  on  the  qualification  of 
voters,    he  aded  with  fuch  addrefs  and  teeming 
candour  as  gave  intire  fatisfadion  to  both  parties, 
until  at  length  he  determined  in  favour  of  his  lord- 
Ihip,  whom  he  returned  as  duly  eleded.     Thofe 
who  ftiled  themfelves  the  independent  eledors,  did 
not  acquiefce  in  this  determination  without  cla- 
mour, reproach,  mjcnaces,  and  riot.     They  taxed 
Mr.  Leigh  the  high  baihff  with  partiahty  and  in- 
juftice :  they  loudly  affirmed,   that  minifterial   in- 
fluence had  been  uled  in  the  moft  fcandalous  man- 
ner i  and,  finally,  joined  Sir  George  Vandeput  in  a 
G  3  peti- 
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An.  1 75 1,  petition  to  the  lower  houfe,  complaining  of  an 
undue  election  and  return  of  a  member  for  the 
city  of  Wellminfter.  The  commons,  inftead  of 
inquiring  into  the  merits  of  thefe  petitions,  ordered 
them  to  lie  upon  the  table  •,  and,  without  any  com- 
plaint from  any  perfon  Vv^hatever,  a  motion  was 
made,  that  Leigh  the  high  bailiff  fhould  attend  the 
houfe  immediately,  in  order  to  make  them  ac- 
quainted with  what  he  had  done  in  purfuance  to 
the  diredlions  he  had  formerly  received  from  that 
houfe,  touching  the  execution  of  the  writ  for  eledt- 
ing  a  new  member  to  reprefent  the  city  of  Wefl- 
minfter.  As  this  motion  had  been  preconcerted, 
Leigh  was  attending  in  the  lobby,  and  imme- 
diately called  into  the  houfe  to  be  examined  on  this 
fubjed:.  Having,  in  the  courfe  of  his  examina- 
tion, alledged,  that  the  eledion  had  been  pro- 
traded  by  affeded  delays,  he  was  afked  by  whom, 
and  by  what  m.eans ;  but,  before  he  could  anfwer, 
the  earl  of  Egmont,  interpofmg,  obj cited  to  the 
queftion  as  improper,  and  moved  for  the  order  of 
the  day.  A  debate  immediately  enfued,  in  which 
the  impropriety  of  the  queilion  was  demonftrated 
by  Mr.  Henley,  now  lord-keeper,  Dr.  Lee,  and  fomq 
others,  the  moft  fenfible  and  moderate  members  of 
the  houfe  :  but  they  were  oppofed  with  great  vio- 
lence by  the  lord  vifcount  Coke,  Henry  Fox,  Efq;  Sir 
\¥illiam  Yonge,  colonel  Lyttleton,  and  the  weight 
of  the  miniilry  ;  lb  that  the  motion  for  the  order  of 
the  day  Vv^as  carried  in  the  negative,  and  the  high 
bailiff  required  to  anfv/er  the  queftion.  Thus  inter- 
rogated, he  declared,  that  he  had  been  impeded  in  the 
fcrutiny,  and  mal-treated,  by  Mr.  Crowle,  who  h^d 
atted  as  counkl  for  Sir  George  Vaudeput,   by  the 

honour- 
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honourable  Alexander  Murray,  brother  to  lord  Eli-  An.  175 1. 
bank,  and  one  Gibfon,  an  upholfterer,  who  had 
been  very  aftive,  zealous,  and  turbulent  in  his  en- 
deavours to  promote  the  interefl  of  Sir  George 
Vandeput,  or  rather  to  thwart  the  pretenfions  of 
the  other  candidate,  who  was  fuppofed  to  be  coun- 
tenanced by  the  miniftry.  Thefe  three  perfons, 
thus  accufed,  were  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe, 
notwithflanding  the  ftrenuous  remonftrances  of  fe- 
veral  members,  who  oppofed  this  method  of  pro- 
ceeding as  a  fpecies  of  opprefllon  equally  arbitrary 
and  abfurd.  They  obferved,  that,  as  no  complaint 
had  been  preferred,  they  had  no  right  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  the  affiiir :  that  if  a^ny  undue  influence 
had  been  ufed,  it  v/ould  naturally  appear  when  the 
merits  of  the  eledion  fhould  fail  under  their  in- 
quiry :  that  a  complaint  having  been  lodged  al- 
ready againfl  the  returning  ofHcer,  it  was  their  duty 
to  inveftigate  his  conduct,  and  puniih  him,  if  he 
Ihould  be  found  dehnquent ;  but  that  nothing 
could  be  more  flagrantly  unjuft,  and  apparently 
partial,  than  their  negieding  the  petitions  of  the  - 
other  candidate  and  eleclors,  and  encouraging  the 
high  baihff,  who  llood  charged  with  iniquity,  to 
recriminate  upon  his  accufers,  that  they  might  be 
difabled  from  giving  evidence  on  the  inquiry  into 
the  merits  of  the  election.  What  difference  is  it  to 
the  fubjedt,  whether  he  is  oppreiTed  by  an  arbitrary 
prince,  or  by  the  defpotic  infolence  of  a  miniHerial 
majority  ? 

Mr.  Crowle  alledged,   in  his  own  vindication, 

that  he  had  been  employed  as  a  counfel  by  the 

eledors  of  Weftmiinfter,  and  attended  the  fcrutiny 

m  that  character ;  that  after  the  high  bailiff  had, 

G  4  in 
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An.  1751.  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  feffion,  received  the  order 
of  th.  houfe  to  exoedite  the  eleftion,  he  hurried  on 
the  fcrutiny  with  fuch  precipitation  as.  he  appre- 
hended, wasunjuft  and  prejudicial  to  his  clients  -,  that, 
in  this  apprehenlion,  he  (Mr.  Crowle)  infifted  upon 
the  high  bailiff's  proceeding  with  more  deliberation, 
and  in  fo  doing  he  thought  he  did  his  duty  to  his 
employers.  Some  evidences  being  examined  againft 
him,  declared  he  had  not  only  protrafted  the  fcru- 
tiny, but  alfo  fpoken  difrefpe(5lful  words  of  trie 
honourable  houfe  of  commons:  he  was  therefore 
reprimanded  on  his  knees  by  the  fpeaker,  and  dif- 
charged. 
Mr.Mur-  Mr,  Murray  being  charged  with  having  uttered 
ray  lent      fome  threatening  and  affrontive  expreiTionS,   the 

pfiloner  .  °  .  J^  ,  . 

to  New-     houfe  adjourned  the  confideration  of  this  affair  for 
gate.  fome  days,  at  the  expiration  of  which  Mr.  Murray 

was  to  be  heard  by  his  counfel:  but,  in  the  mean 
time,  th  y  ordered  him  to  be  taken  into  cuftody  by 
the  ferjeant  at  arms  attending  the  houfe.  This 
Hep,  however,  was  not  taken  without  a  warm  op- 
pofition  by  fome  of  the  moil  fedate  and  intelligent 
members  of  the  houfe,  who  confidered  it  as  a  cruel 
aft  of  oppreffion.  They  obferved,  that  in  cafes  of 
breach  of  privilege,  no  perfon  complained  of  was 
ever  taken  into  cuftody,  until  after  he  had  been 
fully  heard  in  his  defence :  that  this  was  jliterally 
prejudging  the  caufe  before  it  had  been  examined; 
and  the  oppreffion  was  the  greater  as  the  alledged 
.  offence  confifted  intirely  of  words,  of  which  no 
complaint  or  information  had  been  made  for  above 
eight  months  after  the  fuppofed  offence  had  been 
committed-,  and,  even  then,  not  till  an  accufation 
had  been  lodged  againft  the  informant,  upon  the 

trial 
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trial  of  which  accuiation  the  perfons  informed  An.  175 1. 
ao-ainft  might  very  probably  be  the  mofb  material 
witneiics.  They  obfcrved,  that  in  one  of  the  high- 
eft  oifences  which  can  be  commiaed  by  words, 
namely,  that  of  denying  the  king's  right  to  the 
crown,  r  renouncing  the  Trinity,  the  information 
muft  be  brought  in  three  or  four  days  after  the 
words  are  fpoken  •,  the  words  muft  be  provtd  to 
have  been  fpoken  malicioudy,  direftly,  and  ad- 
vifedly,  and  the  profecution  muft  commence  in 
three  months  after  the  information.  Thefc  fug- 
geftions  made  no  more  impreffion  than  if  they  had 
been  uttered  in  the  defert.  Thofe  who  were  fe- 
cure  in  their  number  aiferted,  that  the  houle  of 
commons  was  not  reftrifted  by  the  forms  of  pro- 
ceeding at  common  law  •,  and  that  it  was  neceifary 
to  vindicate  their  own  honour  and  dignity,  by 
making  examples  of  thofe  who  feemed  to  hold 
them  in  contempt.  Mr.  Murray  was  committed 
to  the  cuftody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms,  and  found 
bail ;  and  Gibfon  was  fent  prifoner  to  Newgate, 
from  whence  he  was  in  a  few  days  releafed,  upon 
prefenting  an  humble  petition,  profclTmg  his  for- 
row  for  having  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the 
houfe  ;  to  the  bar  of  which  he  was  brought,  and 
received  a  reprimand  on  his  knees  from  the 
fpeaker. 

In  the  mean  time,  divers  witneiTes  being  exa- 
mined before  the  houfe,  declared.  That  Mr.  Mur- 
ray had  been  feen,  about  the  time  of  the  return  of 
a  member  fur  Weftminiler,  heading  and  exciting 
a  tumult  to  ails  of  violence  ao-ainft  the  his:h  bai- 

O  O 

liff.     The  maj'jrity,    therefore,    after  a  long   and 
warm  debate,  agreed.  That  for  his  dangerous  and 
^  fedi-    ' 
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An.  1751.  feditious  pradices,  in  violation  and  contempt  of 
the  privileges  of  the  houfe,  and  of  the  freedom  of 
eledlions,  he  Ihould  be  committed  clofe  prifoner 
to  Newgate.  Then,  in  the  clofe  of  another  vio- 
lent debate,  they  refolvcd,  That  he  Ihould  be 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  to  receive  that  fen- 
tence  on  his  knees.  He  accordingly  appeared, 
and  being  direded  by  the  fpeaker  to  kneel,  refufed 
to. comply.  He  knew  that  he  could  not  be  dif- 
charged  from  Newgate  during  the  feflion,  without 
petitioning,  acknowledging  his  offence,  and  making 
fuch  conceffions  as  he  thought  would  imply  a  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  guilt :  he  confidered  this  whole  tranf- 
aftion  as  an  oppreflive  exertion  of  arbitrary  power, 
and,  being  apprized  of  the  extent  of  their  autho- 
rity, determined  to  bear  the  brunt  of  their  indigna- 
tion, rather  than  make  fubmifTions  which  he 
deemed  beneath  the  dignity  of  his  charader. 
When  he  refufed  to  humble  himfelf,  the  whole 
houfe  was  in  commotion :  he  was  no  fooner  re- 
moved from  the  bar  than  they  refolved.  That  his 
having,  in  a  moft  infolent  and  audacious  manner, 
refufed  to  be  on  his  knees  at  the  bar  of  that  houfe, 
in  confequence  of  their  former  refolution,  was  an 
high  and  moil  dangerous  contempt  of  the  autho- 
rity and  privilege  of  the  commons  :  it  wa^  therefore 
ordered,  that  he  fhould  be  committed  clofe  pri- 
foner to  Newgate,  debarred  the  ufe  of  pen,  ink, 
and  paper ;  and  that  no  perfon  fhould  have  accefs 
to  him,  without  the  leave  of  the  houfe.  Finally, 
a  committee  v/as  appointed  to  conlider  what  me- 
thods might  be  proper  to  be  taken  by  them,  in 
relation  to  this  infiance  of  contempt. 

Mean 
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Meanwhile,  the  petitioners  againft  the  return  An.  :75i. 
made  by  the  high  bailiff,  perceiving  the  temper  of 
the  houfe,  and  the  complexion  of  the  majority, 
withdrew  their  petition ;  anid  the  order,  which  had 
pafTed  for  hearing  the  merits  of  the  eledlion,  was 
difcharged. 

Mr.  Murray  being  taken  dangeroufly  ill  in  New- 
gate, application  v^as  made  to  the  commons,  by 
fome  of  his  relations,  that  he  might  be  removed  to  a 
more  convenient  fituation-,  and  his  phyfician,  being 
examined,  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  he  was  in- 
fedied  with  the  gaol  diftemper.  Upon  this  repre- 
fentation  the  houfe  agreed,  that  the  fpeaker  fhouid 
ifilie  a  warrant  for  removing  him  from  Newgate  to 
the  cuflody  of  the  ferjeant  at  arms  ;  but  this  favour 
he  refufed  to  accept,  and  expreffed  the  warmeft 
refentmenc  againft  thofe  relations  who  had  applied 
to  the  commons  in  his  behalf.  Thus  he  remained 
lequeftered,  even  from  his  own  brother  and  filter, 
under  the  difpleafure  of  the  commons  of  England, 
who  condefcended  fo  far  as  to  make  refolutions 
touching  the  phyfician,  apothecary,  and  nurfe  who 
attended  this  prifoner.  But  the  prorogation  of 
parliament  having  put  an  end  to  their  authority  for 
ihat  feffion,  Mr.  Murray  was  difcharged  of  courfe, 
and  condafted  by  the  ilieriffs  from  Newgate  to  his 
own  houfe  in  proceilion,  with  flags  and  ftreamers 
exhibiting  the  emblems  of  liberty. 

In  the  month  of  June  the  feffion  was  clofed  with 
a  fpeech  from  the  throne,  in  which  his  majefty 
thanked  both  houfes  for  the  zeal  and  affedion  they 
had  manifefled  towards  him  and  his  government; 
and  congratulated  the  commons  in  particular,  upon 
their  firmnefs  and  prudence  in  reducing  the  in- 

tereft 
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Enormous 
crimes 
prevail 
over  all 
England. 


An.  1751.  terefl  of  the  national  debt,  a  meafure  as  agreeable 
to  him  as  efTential  to  the  ftrength  and  welfare  of 
the  kingdom  *. 

The  interior  oeconomy  of  Great  Britain  pro- 
duced, within  the  circle  of  this  year,  nothing  elfe 
worthy  of  hiftorical  regard,  except  a  ferits  of  enor- 
mous crimes,  arifmg  from  the  profligacy  of  indivi- 
duals,  which  reflefted  difgrace  upon  the  morals 
and  the  poUty  of  the  nation.     Rapine  and  robbery 
had  domineered  without  intermiffion  ever  fmce  the 
return  of  peace,  which  was  attended  with  a  reduc- 
tion ef  the  army  and  navy ;  but  now  crimes  of  a 
deeper  dye  feemed  to  lift  up  their  heads,  in  con- 
tempt of  law  and  humanity.     An  indulgent  parent 
was  poifoned  by  his  only  daughter,   on  whom,  be- 
fides  other  marks  of  tendernefs  and  paternal  affec- 
tion, he  had  bellowed  a  liberal  education,  which 
greatly  aggravated  her  guilt  and  ingratitude.    An- 
other young  woman  was  concerned  in  the  aflaffina- 
tion  of  her  own  uncle,  who  had  been  her  conftant 
benefador  and  fole  guardian.     A  poor  old  woman, 


*  One  of  the  mod  remark- 
able ads  which  pafTed  in  the 
courfe  of  this  feflion,  was  that 
for  regulating  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year,  and  correct- 
ing the  calendar,  according  to 
the  Gregorian  computation, 
which  had  been  adopted  bv 
all  the  other  nations  in  Eu- 
rope. By  this  new  lav*'  it  was 
decreed,  that  the  new  year 
fhould  begin  on  the  firil  day 
of  Januiiry;  and  that  eleven 
intermediate  nominal  days,  be- 
tween the  fecond  and  four- 
teenth   days    of    September, 


1752,  Ihould  for  that  time  be 
omitted,  fo  that  the  day  fuc- 
ceeding  the  fecond  fhould  be 
denominated  the  fourteenth  of 
that  month.  By  this  eftabliflv 
ment  of  the  newlHie,  the  equi- 
noxes and  folftices  will  happen 
nearly  on  the  fame  nominal 
days  on  which  they  fell  in  the 
year  525,  at  the  council  of 
Nice  ;  and  the  correfpondence 
between  theEng]ifli  merchants 
and  thofe  of  foreign  countries 
will  be  greatly  facilitated,  wich 
refped  to  the  dates  of  letters 
and  accounts. 

havinj^. 


Louisa  Late  Qitee:n'  of  Dermark* 
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having,  from  the  ignorance  and  fuperflition  of  her  An.  1751. 
neighbours,  incurred  the  fufpicion  of  forcery  and 
witchcraft,  was  murdered  in  Hertfordfhire  by  the 
populace,  with  all  the  wantonnefs  of  barbarity. 
Rape  and  murder  were  perpetrated  upon  an  unfor- 
tunate woman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London, 
and  an  innocent  man  fuffered  death  for  this  com- 
plicated outrage,  while  the  real  criminals  affilled 
at  his  execution,  heard  him  appeal  to  heaven  for 
his  innocence,  and,  in  the  characfler  of  friends, 
embraced  him,  while  he  flood  on  the  brink  of  eter- 
nity. Every  day  almofl  produced  frefh  instances 
of  perjury,  forgery,  fraud,  and  circumvention  j 
and  the  kingdom  exhibited  a  mofl  amazing  jumble 
of  virtue  and  vice,  honour  and  infamy,  compaflion 
and  obduracy,  fentiment  and  brutality. 

The  royal  family  of  England  had  fuftained  three  Death  of 
fevere   Ihocks   in  the  compafs  of  a  few  months.  <^^^q^^^*' 

.  -  .of  Dcn- 

Befides  the  lofs  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  which  the  mark,  and 
nation  lamented  as  irreparable,   his   majefty  was  ^^.  ^^^   ,. 
deeply  afBifted  by  the  untimely  death  of  his  young-  Oranee. 
eft  daughter,  the  queen  of  Denmark,  who  died  at 
Copenhagen  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  December, 
in  the  prime  of  youth  and  zenith  of  reputation. 
She  was  one  of  the  moft  amiable  princefles  of  the 
age  in  which  fhe  lived,  whether  we  confider  the 
virtues  of  her  heart,  or  the  accomplifhments  of  her 
perfon ;  generous,   mild,  and  tender-hearted ;   be- 
loved, even  almoft  to  adoration,  by  her  royal  con- 
fort,   to  whom  CiiQ  had  borne  a  prince  and  two 
princeffes  •,  and  univerfally  admired  and  revered 
by  the  fubjeils  of  his  Danifh  majefty.     Her  death 
had   been  preceded  about  two  months  by  that  of 
her  brother-in-law  the  prince  of  Orange,   no  iefs 

re- 
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An.  1751.  regretted  by  the  natives  of  the  United  Provinces,, 
for  his  candour,  integrity,  and  hereditary  love  to 
his  country.  Though  he  had  not  diftinguifhed 
iiimfelf  by  the  luftre  of  a  fuperior  genius,  he  had 
been  at  great  pains  to  cultivate  his  underllanding, 
and  fiudy  the  true  interefl  of  that  community  of 
which  he  was  a  member.  He  had  always  approved 
himfelf  a  good  and  zealous  citizen,  and,  fince  his 
elevation  to  the  ftadtholderfnip,  taken  many  falu- 
tary  fteps  for  the  advantage  of  his  country^ 
Among  other  excellent  fchemes  which  he  fug- 
gefled,  he  left  a  noble  plan  v/ith  the  States  General 
for  reftoring  their  commerce  to  its  former  luftre, 
and  lived  long  enough  to  receive  their  warmeft 
acknowledgments  for  this  laft  proof  of  his  pru- 
dence and  patriotifm.  His  fon  and  daughter  being 
both  infants,  the  adminiftration  of  the  government 
devolved  upon  the  princefs,  as  governante,  during 
her  fon's  minority ;  and  as  fuch  Ihe  fucceeded  to  all 
the  povvTcr  which  her  hufband  had  enjoyed. 

With  refpeft  to  the  affairs  of  the  continent,  the 
peace  of  the  North  feemed  ftill  as  precarious  as 
ever :  for  though  the  difference  betv/een  RuiTia 
and  Sweden  had  been  compromifed,  the  mutual 


Mlfander- 
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difguft  between  the  Czarina  and  king  of  PrulTia 
had  gained  fuch  acceffion  from  reciprocal  infults, 
ill  offices,  and  inflammatory  declarations,  that  thefe 
two  powers  feemed  to  be  on  the  eve  of  a  rupture, 
and  each  was  employed  in  making  extraordinary 
preparations  for  war. 

The  courts  of  Vienna  and  Great  Britain,  fore- 
feeing  that  fuch  a  rupture  would  em.broil  the  Em- 
pire, and  raife  infurmountable  obftru6lions  to  their 
favourite  fcheme  of  eleding  the  archduke  Jofeph 
A  king 
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king  of  the  Romans,  refolvcd  to  employ  all  their   An.  175 1. 
influence  in  order  to  efFeft  a  reconciliation  between 
the  courts  of  Peterfburg  and  Berlin. 

His  Pruffian  majefty  had  fignified  to  the  king 
of  Great  Britain,  and  the  States  General,  the  fitua- 
tion  in  which  he  ftood  with  the  Czarina,  and  folli- 
cited  their  interpofition,  that  the  difference  might- 
be  amicably  accommodated.  At  the  fame  time 
he  fent  an  envoy  extraordinary  to  Verfailles,  to  ne- 
gotiate with  the  French  king  a  very  confiderable 
body  of  auxiharies,  in  cafe  he  fliould  be  attacked. 
Thefe  circumfiances  induced  the  Maritime  Powers 
and  the  court  of  Vienna  to  ufe  their  utmoft  endea- 
vours for  the  prevention  of  a  mpture  •,  and  accord- 
ingly they  made  remonftrances  on  this  fubjed:  by 
their  minifters  at  Peterfourg,  propofmg,  that  the 
quarrel  fhould  be  terminated  without  bloodfhed, 
and  all  caufe  of  animofity  be  buried  in  oblivion. 

In  the  mean  time  they  eagerly  profecuted  the  Profecu- 
defien  of  the  eledion ;  and  the  Imperial  minifter  *^^°'V 
at  Berlin  not  only  communicated  to  his  Prufiian   for  eka- 
maiefty  the  fentiments  of  the  kincr  of  En,f^land  on  ingakmg 

.  .  ...  of  the 

this  expedient,  but  even  foUicited  his  vote  for  the  Romans, 
archduke  Jofeph,  when  the  election  of  a  king  of 
the  Romans  fnould  be  propofed  in  the  eledoral 
college.  To  this  propofal  he  replied,  That  he  was 
extremely  well  difpofed  to  manifeft  his  regard  for 
their  Imperial  majefcies,  and  to  give  the  m.oil  ge- 
nuine proofs  of  it,  even  in  tlic  propofed  eledlion  of 
a  king  of  the  Romans,  confidering  the  great  me- 
rit of  the  prefent  candidate,  the  archduke  Jofeph  ; 
but  he  left  it  to  the  confideration  of  their  Imperial 
m.ajefties,  v/hether  the  election  vv'ould  not  be  a 
little  premature,  if  tranfaded  at  a  time  v/hen  his 

Ini- 
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An.  1 75 1.  Imperial  majefty  was  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  enjoy- 
ing perfe6l  health;  and  when  all  Europe,  particu- 
larly the  Empire,  was  huilied  within  the  bofom  of 
tranquillity,  fo  that  no  circumftance  feemed  to  prog- 
nofticate  the  neceflity  of  fuch  an  eleftion,  or  of  put- 
ting in  execution  the  motives  mentioned  in  the  ca- 
pitulation of  the  reigning  emperor's  ek6tion  ;  efpe- 
cialiy  as  the  examination  of  thefe  motives  belonged 
to  the  whole  Empire,  and  ought  to  precede  the 
eledlion,  by  virtue  of  the  eighth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Weftphalia.  Ele  oblerved,  that  in  cafe 
of  the  emperor's  death,  Germany  would  find  her- 
felf  in  a  very  difagreeable  fituation,  under  the  go- 
vernment of  a  minor.  For  thefe  reafons,  he  faid, 
he  could  not  help  advifmg  their  Imperial  majefties 
to  wait  until  the  archduke  fhould  be  of  age,  when 
his  election  might  be  carried  on  more  conrormable 
to  the  laws  and  conftitutions  of  the  Empire,  and 
more  fuitable  to  the  majefty  of  the  whole  Germanic 
body. 

This  reply  he  circulated  among  the  eleftors, 
and  in  particular  tranfmitted  it  to  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  defiring  they  would  deliberate  maturely  on 
this  fubjeft,  and  confer  together  in  a  body  as  well 
as  in  private,  that  they  might  proceed  according 
to  the  antient  cuftom  of  the  ele6toral  college,  and 
take  fuch  meafures  as  fliould  be  judged  expedient 
for  the  honour  and  advantage"  of  the  community. 
This  circular  letter  was  anfwered  both  by  the 
king  of  England  and  the  eledor  of  Bavaria,  who 
demonftrated,  that  it  was  ih"  privil  ge  of  the  elec- 
toral college  only,  without  any  participation  of  the 
other  princes  of  the  Empire,  to  eled:  a  king  of  the 
Romans  during  the  lile  of  the  emperor,  in  order 

-to 
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rcf  maintain  the  peace  and  preferve  the  liberties  of  A"-  '75  ^^ 
Germany;  and  that  the  negleft  of  this  wife  pre- 
caution hath  produced  bloody  wars,  and  many 
fatal  confequences  to  the  Empire.  They  obferved, 
that  nothing  could  more  contribute  to  the  eftablilh- 
ment  of  the  public  tranquillity  than  this  meafure, 
fo  ardently  defired  by  the  majority  of  the  German 
princes  •,  and  that,  althouga  the  archduke  Jolepli 
wanted  a  few  years  of  being  of  age,  and  it  might 
poffibly  happen  that  the  reigning  Emperor  ihould 
die  during. that  prince's  minority,  it  would  be  much 
lefs  prejudicial  to  the  Empire  to  have  a  minor 
-chief,  than  to  fee  the  fucceilion  altogether  un- 
fettled. 

To  the  fame  pUrpofe  his  Prufliaii  majefty  re- 
ceived a  declaration  from  the  elecilor  of  Mentz  $ 
and  under-ftanding  that  this  prince,  as  arch-chan- 
cellor of  the  Empire,  intended  to  convoke  an 
eleftoral  diet,  in  order  to  propofe  the  eleftion  of 
the  king  of  the  Romans,  he  wrote  an  elaborate 
letter  to  his  eleftoral  highnefs,  explaining,  at  more 
length,  his  reafons  for  poftponing  the  eie6lion; 
He  quoted  that  fentence  of  tlie  treaty  df  Weftpha- 
lia  which  exprefly  declares,  that  the  eleftion  of  a 
king  of  the  Romans  fhall  be  difcuffed  and  ordained 
by  the  common  confent  of  the  ftates  of  the  Em- 
pire i  ahd  therefore  he  could  not  conceive  what 
right  the  eleftoral  college  had  to  arrogate  this  pri- 
vilege to  themfelves,  excluding  the  other  ilates  of 
the  Empire.  He  obferved,  that  the  Imperial  capi^ 
tulations,  which  were  the  only  laws  of  the  Empire 
that  treated  of  this  fubjed:^  mentioned  only  three 
eafes  in  which  it  was  lawful  to  proceed  to  fuch  an 
eledlion  •,  namely,  the  Emperor's  leaving  and  long 

Numb.  ^,  H  ab- 
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An.  175 1,  abfence  from  Germany  •,  his  advanced  age,  of  an- 
indifpofition,  rendering  him  incapable  of  managing, 
the  reins  of  government  i  and  any  cafe  of  emer- 
gency in  which  the  prefervation  of  the  Empire's 
profperity  is  interefted.  tie  affirmed,  that  none  of 
thefe  motives  at  prefent  exifted:  that,  in  cafe  the 
Imperial  crown  fhould  devolve  to  a  minor,  many 
mifchiefs  and  diforders  miift  enfue,  as  the  conftitu- 
tions  of  the  Empire  have  eflablifhed  no  regula- 
tions nor  regency  in  that  event :  that  an  ekdtion  of 
this  nature,  carried  on  under  the  power,  influence, 
and  authority  of  the  head  of  the  Empire,  would 
llrike  at  the  fundamental  privileges  of  the  princes 
and  ftates  \  confequently  in  time  overturn  the  con- 
llitution  of  the  Empire,  which,  from  being  an 
eledlive  dignity,  conferred  by  the  free  and  inde- 
"  pendent  fufFrages  of  the  eledloral  college  and  dates 
of  Germany,  under,  certain  capitulations,  obliging 
the  prince  thus  chofen  to  govern  according  to  lawy 
would  become  an  hereditary  fucceffion,  perpe- 
tuated in  one  family,  v/hich,  of  courfe,  muft  be 
aggrandized  to  the  prejudice  of  its  co-eftates,  and 
the  ruin  of  the  Germanic  liberties. 

In  a  word,  ail  Germany  in  general,  andRatisbon 
in  particular,  was  filled  with  writings,  publifhed  on 
both  fides :  by  the  Em.peror,  and  his  adherents,  to 
demonllrate,  that  the  eiedion  of  a  king  of  the 
Romans,  during  the  life  of  the  Emperor,  hadoften-^ 
happened  \  and  at  this  prefent  time  was  necefiary, 
and  would  be  advantageous  to  the  Empire  :  while 
the  king  of  Pruflia,  and  his  friends,  laboured  to^ 
prove,  that  fuch  an  eledion,  at  the  prefent  junc- 
ture, would  be  iil  timed,  irregular,  and  of  danger- 
©'^is  confequence.  Perhaps,  if  the  truth  was  known^. 
^  thiS' 
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this.enterpriiing  prince  had  projeded  fome  great  An.  ly^ti 
Icheme,  with  the  execiTtion  of  which  this  propofed 
eftablifhment  would  have  interfered.  Certain  it 
is,  he  exerted  himfelf  v/ith  that  fpirit  and  perfe- 
verance  v/hich  are  peculiar  to  his  charadier,  to 
fruftrate  tlie  intention  of  tne  courts  of  Vienna  and 
London  in  this  particular,  and  was  affified  with  all 
the  intrigue  of  the  French  miniilry.  Their  joint 
endeavours  were  fo  effetfcual,  that  the  eledor  of 
Cologne  renounced  his  fubiidiary  treaty  with  the 
Maritime  Powers,  and  once  more  threw  himfelf 
into  the  arms  of  France.  The  eleftor  Palatinej 
being  folhcited  by  the  Emprefs-queen  and  his  Bri- 
tannic majefly  to  co-ope;ate  with  their  views,  in- 
filled, as  a  preliminary  article,  upon  being  indem- 
nihed  by  the  court  of  Vienna  for  the  ravages  com- 
mitted in  his  territories  by  the  Auftrian  troops, 
during  the  courfe  of  the  laft  war  :  the  kirg  of  Po- 
land, eleCtor  of  Saxony,  made  the  faire  demand  of 
the  like  indem.nification,  which  was  granted  by  the 
mediation  of  king  George  ;  and  then  he  fubfcribed 
to  a  fubfid'y-treaty,  obhging  himfelf  to  furrnih  a 
body  of  fix  thoufand  auxiliaries,  in  cafe  they  fiiould 
be  rcrquired  by  the  Pvlaritime  Powers  -,  and  to  aft, 
as  elector,  in  concert  v/ith  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  in 
every  thing  relating  to  the  welfare  of  his  country, 
that  iliould  fquare  with  the  fundamental  lav/s  of 
the  Empire. 

The  courts  of  London  and  Vienna  had  this 
eleftion  fo  much  at  heart,  that  they  founded  almoil 
all  the  powers  of  Europe,  to  know  how  they  ftood 
affected  towards  the  mealure  proDcfed.  The  kins: 
of  Spain  declined  intermeddling  m  a  clomeftic 
affair  of  the  Empire.  Th^  French  king  returned 
H  2  an 


ii6  HI  5  TO  RY    OF    EN  G  L  AND. 

An.  1751.  an  ambiguous  antwer ;  from  whence  it  was  cort-^ 
eluded,  that  nothing  but  oppofition  could  be  ex- 
pelled from  that  quarter.  The  Swedilli  monarch 
was  rendered  propitious  to  the  projeft  by  affu- 
rancesy  that  the  houfe  of  Heffe  Cafiel,  of  which  he 
was  the  head,  fnould  be  elevated  into  an  ele6lorate. 
They  even  endeavoured  ro  foften  his  Pruffian  ma- 
jeily,  by  confenting,  at  laft,  that  the  treaty  of  Dref- 
den,  confirming  to  him  the  poiTelTion  of  Silefia, 
fnould  be  guarantied  by  the  dyet  of  the  Empire  5 
a  fanclion  wliich  he  now  actually  obtained,  toge- 
ther with  the  ratification  of  his  Imperial  majefty. 
Notwithftanding  this  indulgence,  he  ftill  perfiited 
in  raifing  frelh  objedtions  to  the  favourite  project, 
en  pretence  of  concerting  meafures  for  preventing 
the  inconveniences  that  might  refult  from  a  mino* 
rity  ;  for  reguladng  the  capitulations  to  be  agreed 
on  with  the  kuig  of  the  Romans-,  fecuring  the 
freedom  of  future  eledions,  and  preferving  the 
prerogatives  and  privileges  of  the  Germanic  body 
in  all  ]ts  members. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  obftacles,  joined  to  the 
apoilacy  of  the  elector  of  Cologne,  the  obflinacy  of 
the  eleflor  Palatine,  and  the  approaching  dyet  of 
Hungary,  at  which  their  Imperial  majefties  were 
obliged  perfonally  to  prefide,  the  meafures  for  the 
eleftion  were  fufpended  till  next  fummer,  when 
his  Britannic  majcLty  was  expeded  at  Hanover,  to 
put  the  finiiliing  ftroke  to  this  great  event  in  fa- 
vour of  the  liouie  of  Auflria. 

Another  dilappointment,  with  refpedl  to  this 
eledion,  the  promoters  of  it  fuflained  in  the  death 
of  his  Swedilh  majefty,  who  expired  in  a  good  old 
age,   and   v/as  iuccceded  by  Adolphus  Frederic, _ 

dukf 
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duke  of  Holuein  Eutin,  bifhop  of  Lubeck,  upon  An.i7t;i. 
whom  the  ruccelTion  had  been  fettled  for  fome 
years  by  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  fiates 
of  the  kingdom.  This  prince  afcended  the  throne 
of  Sweden  without  the  leaft  diflurbance ;  and,  of 
his  own  accord,  took  an  oath  in  full  fenate,  that  he 
would  never  attempt  to  introduce  a  defpotic  au- 
thority ;  but  m,aintain  their  liberties  with  his  blood, 
and  govern  his  fubjefts  in  all  refpcfts  according  to 
the  laws  and  the  form  of  government  eftablifhed 
in  Sweden.     This  public  a6t,   which  was  commu-  ~  - 

nicated  to  all  the  foreign  minifters,  and  particu- 
larly to  the  envoy  from  Petersbourg,  met  with  fuch 
a  favourable  reception  from  the  Czarina,  that  fhe 
exprefled  her  fatisfadion  in  a  public  declaration  ; 
and  the  good  underftanding  between  the  two  courts 
was  perfeftlyreftored. 

When  the  parliament  of  England  was  opened,  Seffionof 
in  the  month  of  November,  the  king,  in  hislpcech  P^'^i^- 
from  the  throne,  gave  them  to  underftand,  That, 
for  the  fame  purpofes  which  fuggeiled  the  treaty 
with  the  eledor  of  Bavaria,  he  had  now,  in  con- 
junftion  with  the  Stares  General,  concluded  an- 
other with  the  king  of  Poland,  eleftor  of  Saxony. 
He  told  them,  that  the  unfortunate  death  of  the 
prince  of  Orange  had  made  no  alteration  in  the 
ilate  of  affairs  in  Holland  j  and  that  he  had  received 
the  ftrongeft  afTurances  from  the  States  of  their 
firm  refolution  to  maintain  the  intimate  union  and 
friendfhip  happily  fubfrfbing  between  his  majefty 
2Lnd  thofe  antient  and  natural  allies  of  his  crown. 
Finally,  he  exhorted  both  houfes  to  confider  feri- 
.cufly  ot  fome  effectual  provifions  to  fupprefs  thofe 
.audacious  crimes  of  robbery  and  violence,  grown 
H  3  (q 
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An.  1751.  fo  frequent  about  the  capital,  proceeding  in  a  great 
meafure  from  that  profligate  fpirit  of  irreligion, 
idienefs,  gaming,  and  extravagance,  which  had  of 
late  extended  iaelf  in  an  uncommon  degree,  to 
the  difhonour  of  the  Ocition,  and  the  great  offence 
and  prejudice  of  the  lober  and  induftrious  part  of 
the  people.  The  paragraphs  of  this  fpeech  were, 
as  ufual,  ecchoed  back  to  the  throne  in  addrefies, 
■replete  with  expreHions  of  loyalty,  affeclion,  and 
approbation,  Oppofition  was  by  this  time  almoft 
extinguifiied  ,  and  the  proceedings  of  both  houfes 
took  place  with  fuch  unanimity  as  was  hardly  ever 
known,  before  this  period,  in  a  Britifh  parliament. 
Animofi-  The  commons,  however,  feem  to  have  aiTembled 
tyof  the     with  fuch  Tentiments  as  did   no  great  honour   to 

commons     ,  1     •      ^  j  •      •  '  t  r         j 

towards  ^^^^^  temper  and  magnanimity.  In  a  rev/  days- 
Mr.  Mur-  after  the  fefTion  opened,  the  lord  vifcount  C — e,  a 
^^7'  young  nobleman,-  whofe  charafter  intitled  him  to 

very  iitde  regard  or  influence  among  men  of  ienih 
and  probity,  made  a  motion,  that  Mr.  Murray, 
who  had  been  fo  feverely  perfecuted  in  the  laft 
fefl3on  for  refuflng  to  humble  himfelf  on  his  knees 
before  them,  Ihould  be  again  committed  clofe  pri- 
fbner  to  Newgate  for  the  fame  offence. 

This  propofal,  which  fuppofed  a  power  that  the 
commjOns  had  never  before  exercifed,  was  iharply 
difputed  by  the  earl  of  Eg — t,  and  others,  who 
had  not  refigned  all  knfc  of  moderation  -,  but  the 
majority  adopted  the  meafure  v/ith  great  eagernefs, 
^nd  the  fpeaker  was  ordered  to  iflue  his  warrant 
accordingly.  Then  the  houfe  refolved.  That  the 
faid  Alexander  Murray  fliould  receive  the  fen- 
tence,  for  his  now  being  committed  clofe  prifoner 
to  his  majefly's  gaol  of  Newgate,  at  the  bar  of  the 

houfe 
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'houfc  upon  his  knees;  and  the  ferjeant  at  arms   An.  175^, 
was  commanded  to  take  him  into  cuftody  for  this 
purpofe. 

Their  indignation,  however,  was  eluded  by  the 
caution  of  the  delinquent,  who,  having  forefeen 
the  effefiis  of  their  refentment,  had  prudently  re- 
tired to  another  country.  They  determined,  never- 
thelefs,  to  proceed  againft  him  as  a  perfon  of  fome 
confequence  in  the  commonwealth  ;  for,  being  in- 
formed of  his  retreat,  they  condefcended  fo  far  as 
to  prefent  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  defiring  that 
his  royal  proclamation  might  be  ifiiied  for  appre- 
hending the  faid  Mr.  Murray,  promifmg  a  reward 
to  him  who  fhould  have  the  good  fortune  to  ap- 
prehend this  fugitive  :  a  requeft  with  which  his 
majefty  moft  graciouily  complied. 

Nor  was  this  the  only  addrefs  prefented  to  the   proceed- 
king  upon  fuch  an   important  fubjed.     A  pam-   ings  upoa 
phlet,  intituled,  "  The  Cafe  of  the  Hon.  Alexander  phfet^in- 
Murray,  Efquire,   in  an  Appeal  to  the  People  of  tituled. 
Great  Britain,"  was  firft  fligmatized  in  a  comiplaint     cl^  ^  ^ 
to  the  houfe,  and  afterwards  produced  and  read  at  Murray. 
the  table.     The  piece  was  written  with  great  acri- 
mony, and  abounded  with  fevere  animadverfions, 
not  only  upon  the  conduct  of  the  returning  ofEcer, 
but  alfo   on   the  proceedings    of   the  commons. 
The  violent  members   immediately  took  fire,  and 
the  flame  extended  itfelf  to  the  majority.     Nay, 
the  houfe  unanimoufly  refolved,  That  the  pam- 
phlet was  an  impudent,  malicious,  fcandalous,  and 
feditious  libel,  falfely  and  moft  injurioufly  refleft- 
ing  upon   and   afperfmg  the   proceedings  of  the 
houfe,  tending  to  create  mifapprehenfions  in  the. 
jiii'nds  of  the  people,  to  the  great  dilhonour  of  the 
H  4  faid 
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An.  1^51.  faid  houfe,  and  in  violation  of  the  privileges  there* 
of.  They  furthermore  prefented  an  addrefs  to  the 
king,  defiring  his  majeiry  v^^ould  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  give  diredions  to  his  attorney-general 
to  profecvite  the  authors  or  author,  the  printers  or 
printer,  and  the  publiihers  or  piibhflier  of  the  faid 
fcandalous  libel,  in  order  that  they  might  be  brought 
to  condign  puniilmient. 

Diredions  were  accordingly  given  fur  this  pur- 
pofe,  and  a  profecution  commenced  againft  the 
pubiifher,  v^ho  had  fome  reafon  to  be  difmayed, 
confidering  the  great  weight  of  infludnce  he  was 
doomed  to  encounter  -,  influence  ariling  from  a 
profecution  of  the  crown,  inftituced  at  the  recjueit 
and  founded  on  a  vote  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 
Neverthelefs,  when  the  caufe  was  heard  before  the 
lord  chief  juftice  of  England^  a  jury  of  free-born 
Englifhmen,  citizens  of  London,  afferted  their  pri- 
vilege of  judging  the  law  as  well  as  the  fad,  and 
acquitted  the  defendant  with  a  truly  admirable  fpi- 
rit  of 'independency.  They  confideied  the  pam- 
phlet as  an  appeal  againft  oppreffion  ;  and,  con- 
vinced that  the  contents  were  true,  they  could  not 
in  confcience  adjudge  it  a  falfe  libel,  even  though 
it  had  been  fo  declared  by  one  of  the  branches  of 
the  legiflature. 
Supplies  The  commons,  in  regulating  the  fupplies  of  the 
granted,  enfuing  year,  voted  the  continuation  of  eighteen 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- fcven  men  for  the 
landfervice,  though  not  without  iorne  oppofitiqn 
from  certain  patriots,  who,  rather  froai  a  fenfe  of 
duty  than  from  any  hope  of  influencing  the  majo- 
rity, aSrmed,  that  fixteen  thoufand  men,  in  time 
pf  peace,  would  anfwer  all  the  ends  propofed  by  a 

ftand- 
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Handing  army.  The  number  of  feamen  was  fixed  A"^*  '75 ^« 
at  ten  thoufand :  large  lums  were  granted  to  make 
up  deficiencies,  and  fulfil  the  engagements  of  the 
crown  with  the  eledlors  of  Bavaria  and  Saxony,  as 
well  as  for  the  maintenance  of  Nova  Scotia  and 
Georgia,  and  the  caftles  on  the  coall  of  Guinea  ; 
and  one  hundred  and  twelve  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  fifty-two  pounds  three  fliiliings  and  three-pence 
were  votec|,  as  a  full  compenfatlon  to  the  old  royai 
Afiican  company  for  their  exclufive  charter  and 
property,  to  be  applied  for  the  relief  of  their  cre- 
ditors. Thefe  expences  were  defrayed  by  a  conti- 
nuation of  the  duties  on  malt,  &c.  a  land-tax,  at 
three  fhillings  in  the  pound  -,  a  duty  on  licences, 
to  be  yearly  payed  by  pawnbrokers  and  dealers  in 
fecond  hand  goods,  within  the  bills  of  mortality  ; 
the  fum  of  one  million  four  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  advanced  by  the  bank,  according  to  a  pro- 
pofal  made  for  that  purpofe  •,  five  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  to  be  ifilied  from  the  finking  fund ; 
a  duty  laid  on  gum  fenega;  and  the  continuation 
pf  divers  other  occafional  impofitions.  The  grants 
for  the  year  amounted  to  fomething  lefs  than  four  . 
millions,  and  the  provifions  made  for  this  expence 
exceeded  it  in  the  fum  of  two  hundred  feventy-one 
thoufand  twenty-four  pounds  ten  ihiilings  and  fijc- 
pence  halfpenny. 

The   laws  enacfted  for   the   encouragem.ent   of  An.  i  —  z. 
traffic,  and  the  regulations  of  civil  poliLv,  confided 

.  r        J  •>  Civil  re- 

in an  act  for  licenfing  pawnbrokers,  and  for  the   guiations. 

more  effectual  preventing  the  receiving  of  ftolen 
goods  :  another  for  preventing  thefts  and  robbe- 
ries, by  which  places  of  entertainment,  dancing, 
^nd   raufic   in  London,  V/eilminfter,  and  within 

twentv 
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An.  1752.  twenty  miles  of  the  capital,  were  fuppreffed  an(| 
prohibited,  unlefs  the  proprietors  of  them  could 
obtain  the  fanftion  of  licences  fiom  thejuftices  of 
the  peace,  impowered  for  that  purpofe  :  a  third  for 
annexing  the  forfeited  eftates  in  Scotland  unaliena- 
bly  in  the  crown,  after  having  made  fatisfaclion  to 
the  lawful  creditors  •,  eftablifhing  a  method  of  leafing 
thefe  eftates,  and  applying  the  rents  and  profits  of 
them  for  the  better  civilizing  and  improving  the 
Highlands,  and  preventing  future  diforders  in  that 
part  of  the  united  kingdom.  Nothing  could  be 
more  falutary  than  the  purpofes  of  thefe  regulations. 
The  fuburbs  of  the  metropohs  abounded  with  an 
incredible  number  of  public  houfe.s,  that  continu- 
ally refounded  with  the  noife  of  riot  and  intempe- 
rance :  they  were  the  haunts  of  idlenefs,  fraud, 
and  rapine  -y  and  the  feminaries  of  drunkennefs, 
debauchery,  extravagance,  and  every  vice  incident 
to  human  nature  :  yet  the  fuppreffion  of  thefe  re- 
ceptacles of  infamy  was  attended  with  an  inconve- 
nience, which,  in  fome  cafes,  arofe  even  to  a  degree 
of  opprefTion.  Thejuftices  being  vefted,  by  the 
iegiflature,  with  the  power  of  granting  or  refufmg 
licences,  were  conftituted,  in  eiFed:,  the  arbiters  on 
whofe  decifion  the  fortunes  and  livelihood  of  many 
individuals  abfolutely  depended.  Many  of  thofe 
Vv'ho  exercifed  this  fpecies  of  magiftracy,  within  the 
bills  of  mortality,  were.^  to  the  reproach  of  govern- 
ment, men  of  proliigate  lives,  netdy,  mean,  igno- 
rant, and  rapacious,  and  often  a6f  ed  from  the  moft 
fcandalous  principles  of  le-ufli  avarice. 

The  law  relating  to  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
was  well  calculated  for  promoting,  among  the  in- 
habitants of  that  country,  fuch  a  ipirit  of  induflry 

as 
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as  might  detach  them  from  their  dangerous  con-   An.  1752. 
nexions,  and  gradually  fuperfede  that  military  ge-   Law  re- 
nius  which  had  been  fo  produ6live  of  danger  and  lacing  to 
alarm  to  the  fouthern  parts  of  Great  Britain.     The  feftg^"^* 
king,  by  this  aft,  was  impowered  to  appoint  com-   eilatesin 
mifiioners  for  managing  the  forfeited  eilates  :  thefe  S*°[^\ 
were  enabled  to  grant  ieafes  of  fmall  farms,  not 
above   twenty  pounds  a  year,  to  individuals,  who 
Ihould  take  the  oaths  to  the  government,  to  refide 
upon  and  cultivate  the  lands  thus  let.     It  was  alfo 
provided,  that  no   leafe   Ihould  be  granted  for  a 
.  longer  term  than  twenty-one  years  •,    and  that  the 
ieffees  fhould  not  pay  above  three-fourths  of  the 
annual  value. 

Although  thefe  forfeited  eilates  were  generally 
encumbered  with  claims  beyond  their  real  value, 
and  the  a6l  dire6led  that  they  lliould  be  difpofed 
of  by  public  fale  •,  yet,  as  they  lay  in  the  moil  dif- 
affefted  parts  of  the  Highlands,  it  was  thought  ne- 
ceflary  that  they  fhould  remain  in  the  poiTeffion  of 
the  crown,  becaufe,  in  cafe  of  their  being  publicly 
fold,  they  might  be  purchafed  in  truit  for  the  fami- 
lies of  the  perfons  by  whom  they  were  forfeited, 
and  thus  the  fpirit  of  difaffeftion  would  ftili  fur- 
vive.  A  valuation,  therefore,  was  made  by  the 
court  of  feilion  in  Scotland,  at  the  joint  fuit  of  the 
crown  and  the  creditors ;  and  the  value  being  af. 
certained,  the  juft  claimants  were,  to  that  amount, 
paid  out  of  the  next  aids  granted  by  parliament. 

The  bill  met  with  confiderable  oppofition  in  the 
houfe  of  peers  from  the  duke  of  Bedford  and  the 
earl  of  Bath,  who  probably  forefaw  that  the  good 
efFe6ls  of  this  fcheme,  fo  laudable  in  itlclf,  would 
be  frullrated  in  the  execution  j  and  that  the  ad:, 

in- 
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dead  of  anfwering  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was 
intended,  would  ferve  only  as  a  job  to  gratify  the 
rapacious  retainers  to  the  government,  and  their 
emilTaries  in  that  country.  After  a  warm  debate, 
however,  it  v/as  adopted  by  a  great  majority,  and 
obtained  the  royal  afTcnt. 

A  third  law  related  to  certain  articles  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  v/hich  were  now  converted  into  fcveral 
joint  jflocks  of  annuities,  transferable  at  the  bank 
of  England,  to  be  charged  on  the  linking  fund. 
A  great  number  of  different  funds  for  annuities, 
eilablifhed  at  different  times,  and  by  different  a6l:s, 
at  this  period  fubfifled  •,  fo  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
keep  many  different  accounts,  which  could  not  be 
regulated  v/ithout  confiderable  trouble  and  ex- 
pence,  for  the  removal  of  which  the  bill  was  cal- 
culated. 

In  confequence  of  petitions  from  the  woollen 
manufadlurers  of  Weftmoreland  and  Yorkfhire, 
tv/o  bills  were  brought  in,  and  paflbd  through  both 
houfes,  by  which  the  ports  of  Lancaiter  and  Great 
Yarmouth  were  opened  for  the  importation  of  wool 
and  woollefi  yarn  from  Ireland  ;  but  v/hy  this  pri- 
vilege was  not  extended  to  all  the  frequented  ports 
of  the  kingdom  it  is  not  ealy  to  conceive,  without 
fuppofing  a  little  national  jealoufy  on  one  hand, 
and  a  great  deal  of  grievous  reitraint  on  the  other. 

Over  and  above  thefe  new  laws,  fome  uniuccefs- 
ful  endeavours  were  ufcd  in  behalf  of  commerce 
and  police.  A  bill  v/as  orFered  for  laying  further 
reftriclions  on  pawnbrokers  and  brokers,  that  they 
might  no  longer  fuck  the  blood  of  the  poor,  and 
act  as  the  acceiTaries  of  theft  and  robbery.  It  was 
tenvaffed,  debated,  and  made  its  way  through  the 

iovv'er 
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lower  houfe  -,   but  the  lords  rejefted  it  as  a  crude   An,  1752 
icheme,  which  they  could  not  amend,  becaufe  it 
was  a  money-bill,  not  cognizable  by  their  houfe, 
unlels  they  Ihoiild  d:::termine  to  engage  in  a  difpute 
with  the  commons. 

Another  bill  v/as  prepared  for  giving  power  to 
change  the  puniriiment  of  felony,  in  certain  cafes, 
to  conhnemt^nc  and  hard  labour  in  dock -yards  or 
garrifons.     There  cannot  be  a  greater  folecifm  in 
law,  nor  a  more  flagrant  error  in  civil  government, 
than  the  praftice  of  inflicting  the  fame  punilhment 
on  crimes  of  different  complexions,  efl^entialiy  dif- 
ferent in  the  degrees  of  guiir,  as  well  as  in  their 
confequences  to  the  community.     What,  for  ex- 
ample, can  be  more  repugnant  to  the  fundamental 
principles  of  juftice,   as  well  as  to  the  fagacity  of 
civil  regulation,  than  the  undiftinguifning  inftitu- 
tion  which  decrees  the   fame  penalty  againft  the 
felon  who  robs  his  neighbour  of  five  fhiihngs,  and 
the  execrable  homicide  who  murders   his  benefac- 
tor ?     It  was  the  opinion  of  many  v/ho  v/ifned  well 
to  their  country,   and  were  properly  qualified  to 
profecute  fuch  inquiries,   that  the  pradlice  of  con- 
figning  fuch  a  number  of  wretches  to  the  hands  of 
the  executioner,   ferved  only,  by  its  frequency,  to 
defeat  the  purpofe   of  law,   in  robbing  death  of 
all  its  terror,  and  the  public  of  many  fubjefts,  who 
might,   notwithftanding   their  delinquency,  be  in 
feme  meafure  rendered  ufeful  tofociety.     Such  was 
the  motive  that  influenced  the  promoters  of  this 
bill;  by  which  it  was  propofed,  in  imitation  of  that 
ceconomy  pradifed  in   other  countries,  to  confine 
felons  convi6led,  under  certain   circum.ftances,  to 
hard  labour  upon  the   public  works  of  the  king- 
dom. 
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An.  1752.  (Jj^ni,  The  fcheme  was  adopted  by  the  lower 
houfe,  but  rejefted  by  the  lords,  who  feemed  ap- 
prehenfive  of  its  bringing  fuch  difcredit  upon  his 
majelly's  dock-yards  as  would  difcourage  perfons,' 
who  valued  their  reputation,  from  engaging  in  fuch 
employment.  This  objed:ion,  however,  was  a  meer 
conjediure,  unfupported  by  evidence  and  expe- 
rience, and  not  very  plaufible  in  point  of  probabi- 
lity. We  know  that  ilaves  and  felons  are  em- 
ployed in  public  works  by  other  nations,  without 
producing  any  fuch  confequences  :  nor  can  we  con- 
ceive how  the  charafter  of  a  reputable  workman 
.  Ihould  be  affefted  by  the  fervice  of  a  malefaflor, 
fo  evidently  diftinguilhed  from  a  free  fubjed:  by 
the  badges  of  infamy  and  flavery. 

Gf  fliil  greater  importance  to  the  nation  was  the 
next  meafure  propofed,  in  a  bill  for  m.aking  the 
militia  of  England  more  ufeful,  prefented  by  Mr. 
Thornton,  a  gentleman  of  Yorkihire,  who  had 
diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  his  loyalty  and  patriotifm. 
It  was  canvafTed  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
and  underwent  divers  amendments  ;  but  mifcar- 
ried,  through  the  averfion  of  the  miniilry  to  any 
projed  tending  to  remove  or  lelTen  the  neceffity  of 
maintaining  a  ftanding  army. 

A  confiderable  number  of  petitions  for  different 
regulations,  in  refped  to  commerce  and  conve- 
nience of  traffic,  were  prefented,  confidered,  and 
left  upon  the  table. 

A  remonftrance  from  the  prifoners  confined  in 
the  gaol  of  the  King's  Bench,  complaining  of  their 
miferable  fituation,  arifing  from  the  want  of  room, 
and  other  conveniencies,  being  taken  into  confide- 
ration  by   a  committee,  among  other  evidences, 

thev 
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they  examined  that  remarkable  perfonage  who  had  An.  1752. 
fignalized  himfclf  in  diiFtrent  parts  of  Chriften- 
dom,  under  the  name  of  Theodore  king  of  Corfi- 
ca.  Though  formerly  countenanced,  and  even 
treated  as  a  fovereign  prince  by  the  Britilh  mini- 
ftry,  he  was  now  reduced  to  the  forlorn  condition 
of  a  confined  debtor  ;  and,  to  the  reproach  of  this 
kingdom,  died  in  prifon,  furrounded  with  all  the 
mifery  of  indigence,  and  overwhelmed  with  the 
infirmities  of  old  age. 

But  the  moil  remarkable  circumilance  of  the 
parliamentary  tranfadions  that  diftinguifhed  this 
feffion,  was  a  motion  made  in  both  houfes  for  an 
addrels  to  the  king,  befeeching  his  majefly,  That, 
in  time  of  public  tranquillity,  he  v/ould  be  graci- 
oufly  pleafed  to  avoid  entering  into  fubfidiary  trea- 
ties with  foreign  princes,  which  are  lb  burthenfome 
to  this   nation.,     This  extraordinary  propofal  was 

made  and  flrenuouily  urged  by  the  duke  of  B , 

and  a  vehement  debate  enfued,  in  which  the  earls 
of  G — ,  S — ,  and  H — ,  oppofed  it  with  an  exertion 
of  fuperior  abilities  ;  and  the  queilion  being  put, 
was  carried  in  the  negative,  without  a  divifion. 
The  fame  fate  attended  it  in  the  houfe  of  commonsj 
where  it  v/as  introduced  by  lord  H- — y,  and  fup- 
ported  by  fome  diftinguifhed  orators. 

Finally,  the  fefTion  expired  in  the  latter  end  of 
March,  when  his  mcjefty,  having  given  his  affent 
to  ninety  five  public  and  private  bills,  harangued 
both  houfes,  and  prorogued  the  parliament  f . 

Im- 

t  Among  the  proceedings  ders,  which  had  been  Ihock- 
of  this  feffion  it  may  not  be  ingly  frequent  of  ]ate,  import- 
improper  to  mention  a  new  ing;.  That  every  criminal  con- 
ail  for  the  prevention  of  mar-      vifted    of    this  horrid  crime 

ftiould 
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An.  1752.       Immediately  after  the  prorogation  the  king  ap-' 
The  king   pointed  a  regency,  and  fet  out   for  Hanover,  in 
fets  out      order   to  complete  the  great  fcheme  he  had  pro- 
ver.   ^'^°'  j^'^-d  f"^^  eiec5ling  a  king  of  the  Romans.     Great! 
Britain,   in  the  mean  time,   produced  no  event  of 
importance,  or  any  tranfadlion  that  deferves  hiilo- 
rical  mention,  except  the  ratification  of  two  treaties 
of  peace  and  commerce  with  the  ftates  of  Tripoli 
and  Tunis  on  the  coaft  of  Barbary,   concluded  by 
the  Britifh  confuls  in  thofe  cities,    under  the  in- 
fluence and  aufpices  of  an  Engliih  fquadron,  com- 
manded by  commodore  Keppel,  fon  to  the  earl  of 
Albemarle. 

The  tide  of  luxury  ftill  flov/ed  with  an  impe- 
tuous current,  bearing  down  all  the  mounds  of 
temperance  and  decorum  ;  while  fraud  and  profli- 
gacy flruck  out  new  channels,  through  which  they 
eluded  the  reftriftions  of  the  law,  and  ail  the  vigi- 
lance of  civil  policy.  New  arts  of  deception  were 
invented,  in  order  to  enfnare  and  ruin  the  unwary  , 
and  fome  infam.ous  praftices,  in  the  way  of  com- 
merce, were  countenanced  by  per  fon  s  of  rank  and 
importance  in  the  commonwealth.  A  certain 
member  of  parliament  was  obliged  to  withdraw 
hirrifelf  from  his  country,  in  coniequence  of  a  dif- 
covery,  by  which  it  appeared  that  he  had  contrived 
and  executed  fchemes  for  dellroying  his  own  fhips 
at  fea,  with  a  view  to  defraud  the  infurers. 
AiFairs  of        In  the  coiTrfe  of  this   year  the  affairs  of  the  con- 

iTie  conti-    tinent  did  not  undero;o  any  material  alteration.     Jri 

Stent.  _^^___ o  J 

fhonld  be  executed  m  one  day  foever  it  may  appear  in  theory, 

after    his    fentence,    and    his  hath  been    found   in  pra6lice 

body  be  delivered  to  the  fur-  produdive    of   very    falutaiy 

■    .         geftns  for  diffeclion  :•  an  expe-  GOnfequfnces. 
dient  which,  how  iiiefFe<5lual 
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Fi'ance  the  religious  difpute  concerning  the  doc-  An.  1752. 
trine  of  Janfenius,  ftill  fubfiited  between  the  clergy 
and  the  parliament  •,  and  feemed  to  acquire  addi- 
tional fuel  from  the  violence  of  the  archbilhop  of 
Paris,  an  haughty  turbulent  prelate,  whofe  pride 
and  bigotry  were  fufRcient  to  embroil  one  half  of 
Chriftendom.  The  northern  powers  enjoyed  a  per- 
fedl  tranquillity  :  the  States  General  of  the  United 
Provinces  were  engroffed  by  plans  of  national  ceco- 
nomy.  Spain  was  intent  upon  extending  her  com- 
merce, bringing  her  manufadures  to  perfe6tion, 
and  repreffing  the  infolence  of  the  Barbary  Corfairs : 
his  Portuguefe  majefty  endeavoured,  by  certain, 
peremptory  precautions,  to  check  the  exportation 
of  gold  coin  from  his  dominions ;  and  infilled  upon 
infpedling  the  books  of  the  Britilh  merchants  fet- 
tled at  Lisbon  ;  but  they  refufed  to  comply  with 
this  demand,  which  wa?  contrary  to  a  treaty  fub- 
filling  between  the  two  crowns ;  and  he  thought 
proper  to  acquiefce  in  their  refufal.  He  was  much 
better  employed  in  obtaining  from  the  Pope  an 
abolition  of  the  annual  proceflion  called  the  Auto 
da  fe,  one  of  the  moll  horrid  triumphs  of  fpiritual 
tyranny.  The  peace  of  Italy  was  fecured  by  a  de- 
fenfive  treaty  concluded  at  Madrid  between  the 
Emperor,  his  Catholic  majefty,  the  king  of  the 
Two  Sicilies,  and  the  duke  of  Parma;  to  which 
treaty  the  king  of  Sardinia  afterwards  acceded. 

With  refpedl  to  the  great  fcheme  of  eleding  the 
archduke  Jofeph  king  of  the  Romans,  frefn  ob- 
jeftions  feemed  to  rife  from  different  quarters.  The 
good  underftanding  between  the  courts  of  Berlin 
and  Hanover  received  an  additional  jQiock,  from  a 
difpute  concerning  the  property  of  Eaft  Friefland, 
■    Numb.  3.  I  which 
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An.  1752.  which  his  PrufTian  majefly  had  fecured  as  heir  tof 
DiTpute      the  laft  poflefTor.    His  Briiannic  majefly,  as  eleftar 
Hanover     ^^  Hanover,  having  pretenfions  to  the  fame  inhe- 
andPruf-    ritance,  his  minifter  delivered  a  memorial  to  the 
ha,  con-     ^y^^  q£  ^^^  Empire,   affembJed  at  Ratisbon,  de- 
EaftFrief-  manding  that  the  king  of  Pruffia,   as  eledor  of 
land,         Brandenburg,  fhould  be  referred  to  the  decifion  of 
the  Aulic  council,  in  regard  to  his  claim  to  the 
eftates  of  Eaft  Friefland :  but  the  king  being  al- 
ready in  pofleflion,  refufed  to  fubmit  his  right  to 
the  determination  of  that  or  any  other  tribunal ; 
and  when  the  dyet  prefumed  to  deliberate  on  this 
affair,  his  envoy  entered  a  ftrong  proteft  againft 
their  proceedings.     At  the  fame  time  he  prefented 
the  other  minifters  with  a  memorial,  tending  to  re- 
fute the  elector  of  Hanover's  pretenfions  to  the 
principality  in  queilion. 
Mirun-  At  this  junsflure  his  Prufiian  majefty  made  no 

deriland-  fcruple  of  exprelTing  his  refentment  againft  the 
twien  the  ^ourt  of  London,  which  he  feemed  to  confider  as 
courts  of  an  officious  cabal,  that  had  no  right  to  intermeddle 
■'"°"'J?"  in  the  affairs  of  Germany.  His  refident  at  Lon- 
lin.  don  complained  to  the  BritiOi  miniftry,  that  divers 

fhips,  failing  under  the  Prufiian  flag,  had  been 
Hopped  at  fea,  and  even  feized  by  Englifti  cruifers  ; 
and  that  his  fubjedls  had  been  ill-treated  and  op- 
preffed:  he  therefore  demanded  reparation  in  a 
peremptory  tone ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  difcon- 
tinued  the  payment  of  the  Silefian  loan,  which  he 
had  charged  himfelf  with  by  an  ardcle  in  the  treaty 
of  Breflau.  1  his  was  a  fum  of  money  amounting 
to  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufamd  pounds,  which 
the  emperor  Charles  VI.  father  of  the  reigning 
Empreis,  had  borrowed  of  the  fubj€(^s  of  Great 
3  Bri: 
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feritaln,  on  condition  of  paying  an  intereft  of  fix  An,  1752, 
per  C'jntum,  and  mortgaging  the  filver  mines  of 
Silefia  for  the  repayment;  of  the  principal.  Thefe 
devolved  to  the  king  of  PruH^a  with  this  incum- 
brance, and  he  continued  to  pay  the  int:re(l  punc- 
tually all  this  junfture,  when  the  payment  was 
flopped;  and  he  published  a  piper,  intituled,  An 
Expofition  of  the  Motives  which  influenced  his 
Condufl  on  this  Occari<\n.  In  his  memorial  to  the 
miniilry  of  Great  Britan  he  alledged,  That  eigh- 
teen PrufTian  fh'ps,  and  thirty -three  neutral  veffels, 
in  which  the  fubjeds  of  PrufTia  were  concerned^ 
had  been  unjuftly  feized  by  Enghlh  privateers : 
his  account  of  damages  amounted  to  a  very  confi- 
derable  fum ;  and  he  demanded,  in  the  moll  dog- 
matic terms,  that  the  affair  Ihould  be  finally  dif- 
culTed  in  the  term  of  three  months  from  the  date 
of  his  remonftrance.  TheExpofidon  and  Memo- 
rial were  fubjeded  to  t  lie  examination  of  the  ablell 
civilians  in  England,  who  refuted  every  article  of 
the  charge  with  equal  precilion  ahd  perfpicuity,. 
They  proved,  that  captures  by  fea  fell  properly  un- 
der the  cognizance  of  thofe  powers  under  whofe 
jurifdidtion  the  feizures  were  m.ade ;  and,  therefore, 
his  Pruflian  majefty  could  not,  confiiient  with  the 
law  of  nations,  determine  thefe  dilputes  'n  his  own 
tribunals.  They  demonitrated,  by  undoubted  evi- 
dence, the  falfity  of  many  fafls  alledged  in  the  me- 
morial, as  well  as  the  fairnefs  of  the  proceedings 
by  which  fome  few  of  the  Pruflian  veflels  had  been 
condemned  -,  and  made  it  appear,  that  no  infult  or 
injury  had  been  oirered  to  the  fubjeds  of  Pruffia. 
Finally,  they  obferved,  that  the  Sileiia  loan  was  a 
private  tranfadion  of  fuch  a  nature,  that,  even  if  a 
I  *  war 
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An.  1752.  war  had  happened  between  the  emperor  Charles 
VI.  and  his  Britannic  majefty,  this  muft  have  been 
held  facred  and  inviolable  :  that  when  the  Emprefs- 
queen  ceded  Silefia  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  this 
monarch  charged  himfelf  with  the  repayment  of 
the  loan,  which,   being  a  private  debt,  and  tranf- 
ferable,  was  now  difFufed  into  different  countries, 
and  become  the  property  of  many  others  befides 
the  fubje6ts  of  Great  Britain.    They  wound  up  their 
chain  of  reafoning  by  obferving,   that,   according 
to  agreement  with  the  Emperor,  the  whole  of  this 
loan  Ihould  have  been  repayed  in  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  forty-five;   whereas  the 
complaints  fpecified  in  the  Prufllan  memorial  were 
founded  on  fads  pofterior  to  that  period. 

Whether  his  Prufllan  majefty  was  convinced  by 
thefe  reafons,  and  defifted  from  principle,  or  he 
thought  proper  to  give  up  his  claim  upon  other 
political  confiderations ;  certain  it  is,  he  no  longer 
infifted  upon  fatisfaflion,  but  ordered  the  pay- 
.  ments  of  the  Silefia  loan  to  be  continued  without 
further  interruption :  a  report,  indeed,  was  circu- 
lated, that  advantage  had  been  taken  of  the  demur 
by  a  certain  prince,  who  employed  his  agents  to 
buy  up  great  part  of  the  loan  at  a  confiderable 
difcount. 

How  much  foever  the  king  of  Pruffia  may  be 
the  fubjed:  of  cenfure  on  this  occafion,  it  muft  be 
allowed,  that,  with  regard  to  his  own  fubjefts,  he 
a6led  as  a  wife  legiilator,  and  the  father  of  his 
country.  He  peopled  the  deferts  of  Pomerania, 
by  encouraging,  with  royal  bounties,  a  great  number 
of  induftrious  emigrants  to  fettle  in  that  province  ; 
the  face  of  which,  in  a  very  few  years,  underwent 

the 
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the  mod  agreeable  alteration.  Above  fixty  new  vil-  An,  1752; 
iages  arofe  amidft  a  barren  wafte,  and  every  part 
of  the  country  exhibited  marks  of  fuccefsful  culti- 
vation. Thofe  folitary  and  defolate  plains,  where 
no  human  footfteps  had  for  many  ages  been  feen, 
were  now  converted  into  fields  of  corn.  The  farms 
were  regularly  parcelled  out:  the  houfes  multi- 
plied, and  teemed  with  population  :  the  happy 
peafants,  fheltered  in  a  peculiar  manner  under  their 
king's  proteftion,  fowed  their  grounds  in  peace, 
and  reaped  their  harvefts  in  fecurity.  -  The  fame 
care  and  indulgence  were  extended  to  the  unpeo- 
pled parts  of  other  provinces  within  the  Prufiian 
dominions ;  and  extraordinary  encouragement  was 
granted  to  all  French  proteftants  who  fhould  come 
and  fettle  under  the  government  of  this  pohticai 
fage. 

The  courts  of  Vienna  and  Hanover  ftill  em-  Treaty 
ployed  their  chief  attention  upon  the  fcheme  of  ^g^^or  ' 
elefting  a  king  of  the  Romans  ;  and  the  elector  of  Palatine. 
Mentz,  influenced  by  the  majority  of  the  college, 
had  convoked  an  eleftoral  dyet  for  that  purpofe  : 
but  ftrong  protefts  againft  this  convocation  were 
entered  by  the  eleftors  of  Cologne  and  Palatine, 
infomuch  that  it  was  thought  expedient  to  conci- 
liate this  laft  by  taking  fome  fteps  in  his  favour, 
with  refpeft  to  the  fatisfa<5tion  he  demanded  from 
the  Emprefs  queen  and  his  Britannic  majefty.  His 
claim  upon  the  court  of  Vienna  amounted  to  three 
millions  of  florins,  by  Vv^ay  of  indemnification  for 
the  loffes  he  had  fuftained  during  the-  war.  He 
demanded  of  the  king  of  England  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  for  provifion  and  forage  furnifhecj 
to  the  Britifti  troops  while  they  aded  on  the  Maine; 
I  3  an4 
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An,  175 z.  and  the  like  fum  for  the  like  purpofes  from  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Provinces.  The 
Emprefs-queen  could  not  help  remonftrating 
againft  this  demand  as  exorbitant  in  itfelf,  and  the 
more  unreafonable  as  the  eleftor  Palatine,  at  the 
death  of  her  father,  had  openly  declared  againft  the 
pragmatic  fandion,  which  he  had  guarantied  in  the 
mofl  folemn  manner  :  fhe  therefore  obferved,  that 
the  damage  he  had  fuftained,  in  conlequence  of 
that  declaration,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  the 
common  fate  of  war.  Thefe  reafons,  though  con- 
clufive  and  irrefragable  in  the  ufual  way  of  arguing, 
made  no  impreflion  upon  the  Palatine,  who  per- 
fe<5tly  well  underftood  his  own  importarjce,  and 
was  determined  to  feize  this  opportunity  of  turn- 
ing it  to  the  beft  advantage. 

The  court  of  Vienna,  and  the  Maritime  Powers, 
finding  him  thus  obftinately  attached  to  his  o'wri 
intereft,  refolved  to  bring  him  over  to  their  views 
at  any  rate,  and  commenced  a  negotiation  with 
him,  which  produced  a  formal  treaty.  By  this 
convention  his  demands  in  money  were  fixed  at 
twelve  hundred  thoufand Dutch  florins,  to  be  payed 
at  three  inllalments,  five  hundred  thoufand  by  the 
Empreis- queen,  and  the  remaining  feven  hundred 
thoufand  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
States  General,  according  to  the  proportion  eila- 
blifhed  in  former  treaties.  The  privilege  ofNon 
appeilando,  for  thedutchyofDeux-ponts,  was  con- 
firmed to  his  tledoralhighhefs,  together  with  fome 
other  riglits  and  pretenfions,  in  confideration  of 
his  concurring  with  the  other  eledors  in  the  choice 
of  a  kirg  of  t! !-  Romans,  to  be  eledled  according 
to  the  cuiloms  prefcribed  by  the  laws  and  confti-. 

tutions 
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tutions  of  the  Empire.  He  likewife  engaged  to  ^n-  '753- 
join  them  in  fettling  the  articles  of  the  capitula- 
tion with  the  king  of  the  Romans,  emperor  in 
fiituro.  Yet,  even  after  the  concurrence  of  this 
prince  was  fecured,  the  purpofed  ele6lion  proved 
abortive,  from  the  itrong  objedions  that  were 
ftarted  and  the  ftrenuous  oppofition  which  was 
made  by  his  Pruffian  majefty,  who  perhaps  afpired 
in  f?cret  at  the  Imperial  dignity,  which  the  Em- 
prefs-  queen  took  all  this  pains  to  perpetuate  in  her 
own  family. 

The  king  of  Great  Britain,  returning  from  the  Seffionof 
continent,  opened  the  fellion  of  parliament  on  the  P^""''^" 
eleventh  day  of  January  with  a  fpeech,  importmg. 
That  all  his  views  and  negotiations  had  been  cal- 
culated and  direded  to  preferve  and  fecure  the  du- 
ration of  the  general  peace,  fo  agreeable  and  ne- 
ceflary  to  the  welfare  of  all  Europe :  That  he  had 
the  fatisfaftion  to  be  afiured  of  a  good  difpofition 
in  all  the  powers,  that  were  his  allies,  to  adhere  to 
the  fame  falutary  objed.  He  exhorted  them  to 
continue  their  attention  to  the  redu6lion  of  the 
national  debt,  the  augmentation  of  the  finking 
fund,  and  the  improvement  of  the  public  revenue. 
He  recommended  to  their  ferious  confideration 
what  further  laws  and  regulations  might  be  necef- 
fary  for  fupprefling  thofe  crimes  and  diforders,  of 
which  the  public  had  fo  jliiily  complained :  and 
concluded  with  an  affurance,  that  his  hearty  con- 
currence and  endeavours  Ihould  never  be  v/anting 
in  any  meafure  that  might  promote  their  welfare 
and  profperity. 

The  addreffes,  in  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  were 

couched  in  the  ufual  form  of  implicit  approba- 

I  ^  "  tiOHj 
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Aof  i753r   tion  ;  but  that  of  the  commons  did  not  pafs  with- 
out queftion.     The  earl  of  E took  exceptions 

to  one  paragraph,  in  which  they  acknowledged  his 
majefty's  wifdom,  as  well  as  goodnefs,  in  purfuing 
fuch  meafures  as  mUft  contribute  to  maintain  and 
render  permanent  the  general  tranquillity  in  Eu- 
rope ;  and  declared  their  fatisfadtion  at  the  aflu- 
rances  his  majefty  had  received  from  his  allies,  that 
they  were  all  attached  to  the  fame  falutary  objeft. 
His  lordfhip  expatiated  on  the  abfurdity  of  thefe 
compliments  at  fuch  a  jundlure,  when  the  peace  of 
Europe  was  fo  precarious,  and  the  Englifh  nation 
had  fo  much  caufe  of  coniplaint  and  diflatisfaftion. 
He  was  feconded  by  fome  other  individuals,  who 
'  declaimed  with  great  vivacity  againil  continental 

connexions  -,  and  endeavoured  to  expofe  the  weak- 
nefs  and  folly  of  the  whole  fyftem  of  foreign  mea- 
fures, which  our  miniftry  had  lately  purfued, 
,  It  muft  be  owned,  indeed,  that  they  might  have 
chofen  a  better  opportunity  to  compliment  their 
fovereign  on  the  permanency  of  the  peace  than  at 
this  junfbure,  when  they  mult  have  feen  them- 
feives  at  the  very  brink  of  a  new  rupture  with  the 
moil  formidable  power  in  Europe.  But  th^  truth 
is,  thefe  addrelTes  to  the  throne  had  been  longcon- 
fidered  as  complim.ents  of  courfe,  implying  no 
more  than  a  refpedful  attachment  to  their  fove- 
reign :  accordingly  both  houfes  agreed  to  their 
refpedive  addreffes  without  divifion. 

The  tvv^o  grand  committees  of  fapply  and  of 
ways  and  means  being  eiLabliilied,  the  bufmefs  of 
the  houfewas  tranfafted  without  much  altercation  j 
and  the  people  had  great  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with 
their  moderate  proceedings.     Ten  thoufand  fea- 

men. 
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men,  and  the  ufual  number  of  land-forces,  were  An.. 175 3, 
retained  for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year.  They 
provided  for  the  maintenance  of  the  new  colony  in 
Nova  Scotia,  the  civil  eftablifhment  of  Georgia, 
the  fupport  of  the  caftles  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea, 
and  the  ere6tion  of  a  new  fort  at  Anamaboa,  where 
the  French  had  attempted  to  make  a  fettlement  -, 
and  they  enabled  his  majefly  to  fulfil  his  engage- 
ments with  the  king  of  Poland  and  the  eledor  of 
Bavaria. 

The  fupplies,  including  grants  for  former  defi-  Supplies 
ciencies  and  fervices,  for  which  no  provifion  had  "^^  ^^^ 
been  made  in  the  courfe  %Df  the  laft  year,  did  not  year, 
exceed  two  millions  one  hundred  thirty-two  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  feven  pounds  feventeen 
fhillings  and  two-pence  half-penny  \  in  order  to  de- 
fray which  expence  they  alTigned  the  duty  on  malt, 
&c.  the  land-tax  at  two  fliillings  in  the  pound,  the 
furplus  of  certain  funds  in  the  Exchequer,  and  the 
fum  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds- 
out  of  the  finking  fund ;  fo  that  the  exceedings 
amounted  to  near  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 
Several  duties  on  fait,  as  well  as  on  red  and  white 
herrings  delivered  out  for  home  confumption,  were 
rendered  perpetual,  though  fubject  to  be  redeemed 
by  parliament ;  and  it  was  provided,  that  the  debt 
contrafted  upon  thefe  duties  being  difcharged,  all 
the  after-produce  of  them  Ihould  become  part  of 
the  finking  fund. 

As  for  the  national  debt,  it  now  flood  at  the 
enormous  fum  of  feventy-four  millions  three  hun- 
dred fixty  eight  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
pne  pounds  fifteen  ihillings  and  one  penny  ;  and 
the  fmking  fund  produced  oue  million  feven  hun- 
5  dred 
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dred  thirty-five  thoufand  five  hundrf  d  and  twenty- 
nine  pounds  fix  fnillings  and  ten-ptnce  farthing. 

One  of  the  firll  meafiires  brought  upon  the  car- 
pet, in  the  courfe  of  this  feffion,  ivas  an  adt  con- 
taining regulations  for  the  better  prefervation  of 
the  game,  of  which  io  great  havcck  had  been  made 
by  poachers,  and  ether  perions  unqualified  to  en- 
joy thaf  diverfion,  that  the  total  extirpation  of  it 
was  apprehended. 

The  next  ftep  taken  by  the  commons  was  an 
affair  of  rnuch  greater  confequtnce  to  the  commu- 
nity, being  a  bill  for  obliging  fhips  the  more  ef- 
fedually  to  perform  quarentine,  in  order  to  prevent 
the  plague  from  being  imported  from  foreign 
iCountries  into  Great  Britain,  For  this  purpofe  it 
was  ordained,  that  i 
appear  in  any  fliip  to 
nifterre,  the  mailer  cr  commander  fliould  imme- 
diately proceed  to  the  harbour  of  New  Grimfby, 
in  one  of  the  iflands  of  Scilly,  and  there  communi- 
cate the  difcovery  to  fome  officer  of  the  cuftoms  j 
who  fhould,  with  the  firfl:  opportunity,  tranfmit 
this  intelligence  to  another  cuftom-houfe  officer  in 
the  neareft  port  of  England,  to  be  by  him  for- 
warded to  one  of  his  majefty's  principal  fecretaries 
of  (late.  In  the  mean  time  the  fhip  lliouid  remain 
at  the  fiiid  illand,  and  not  an  individual  prefume  to 
go  afhore,  until  his  majefty's  pleafure  fhould  be 
known.  It  was  alfo  provided,  that  in  cafe  the 
mafter  of  a  fhip,  thus  infeited,  (liould  not  be  able 
to  make  the  iflands  of  Scilly,  or  be  forced  up  either 
channel  by  violent  winds,  he  fnould  not  enter  any 
frequented  harbour  ;  but  remain  in  fome  open 
road,  until  he  could  receive  orders  from  his  ma- 
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jelly,  or  the  privy- council :  that,  during  this  in-  An.  1755.^ 
terval,  he  fhould  avoid  all    intercourie  with  the 
Ihore,  or  any  perfon  or  veffel  whatibever,  on  pain 
of  being  deemed   guilty  of  felony,  and  fuffering 
death  without  benefit  of  clergy. 

In  order  the  more  effedually  to  reprefs  the  bar-  Bill  for 
barous  pradlce  of  pkindering  fhips,  which  have  fertile 
the    misfortune  to  fuffer  fhipwreck  ;    a  pradlice  plunder- 
which  prevailed  upon  many  different  parts  of  the  ^?  ° 
Britiih  coaft,  to  the  dilgrace  of  the  nation,  and  the  wrecked 
fcandal  of  human .  nature  j    a  bill  was  prepared,  veiTels. 
containing  claufes  to  enforce  the  laws  againft  fuch 
favagc  delinquents,  who   prowl   along  the  (hore, 
like  hungry  wolves,  in  hope  of  preying  upon  their 
fellow-creatures;   and   certain  provifions   for  the 
relief  of  the  unhappy  fufferers.     By  this  new  law 
the   clerk  of  the  peace,  in  the  county  where  the 
crime   ftiall   be  committed^  is  obhged,   upon  re- 
ceiving proper  information,  to  profecute  the  of- 
fenders at  the  expence  of  the  county.     It  was  like- 
wife  propofed,  that  in  cafe  no  profecution  of  this 
nature  fhould   be   commenced   within  a    certain 
limited  time,   after   the  information  lliould  have 
been  legally  given,  in  that  cafe  the  county  might 
be  fued  by  the  perfon  wha  had  fullained  the  da- 
mage, and  obliged  to  indemniry  him  for  his  lofs : 
but  this  claufe  was  rejedled  by  the  majority ;  and 
the  bill,  having  made  its  way  through  both  houfes, 
received  the  royal  affent. 

When  the  mutiny-bill  fell  under  deliberation, 
the  earl  of  Egmpnt  propofed  a  new  claufe  for  im- 
powering  and  requiring  regimental  courts-martial 
to  examine  witneffes,  upon  oath,  in  all  their  trials. 
The  propofal  occafioned  a  debate,  in  which  the 

mi- 
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An.  1753.  miniftry  were  pretty  equally  divided-,  but  the 
claufe  was  difapproved  by  the  rnajority,  and  this 
annual  bill  was  enadted  into  a  law  without  any  al- 
teration. 

Another  xhe  next  bill  was  framed  in  confequence  of  di- 

relatinff  to  .  .  r  1    1         i  r 

the  bounty  vers  petitions  preiented  by  the  exporters  or  corn, 
on  export-  who  complained  that  the  bounties  were  not  payed, 
gdcorn.      ^^^  prayed,  that  the  houfe  would  make  proper 
provifion  for  that  purpofe.     A  bill  was  accordingly 
brought  in,  importing,  That  intereft,  after  the  rate 
of  three  per  centum,  fhould  be  allowed  upon  every 
debenture  for  the  bouAty  on  the  exportation  of 
corn,  payable  by  the  general  receiver  or  caihier  of 
the  cufboms,  until  the  principal  could  be  difcharged 
out  of  fuch  cuftoms  or  duties  as  are  appropriated 
for  the  payment  of  this  bounty.     This  premium 
on  the  exportation  of  corn  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed, except  when  the  iownefs  of  the  market-price  in 
Great  Britain  proves  that  there  is  a  fuperabundance 
in  the  kingdom  ;  otherwife  the  exporter  will  find 
his  account  in  depriving  our  own  labourers  of  their 
bread,  in  order  to  fupply  our  rivals  at  an  eafier  rate : 
for  example,  fuppofe  wheat  in  England  fhould  fell 
for  twenty  fhillings  a  quarter,  the  merchant  might 
export  it  to  France,   and  afford  it  to  the  people  of 
that  kingdom  for  eighteen  fhillings,   becaufe  the 
bounty    on   exportation  would,  even  at  that  rate, 
afford  him  a  confiderable  advantage. 
Trade  to         A  great  number  of  merchants  having ^prefented 
Turkey       petitions  from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  re- 
prefenting,   that  the  trade  to  Turkey  was  greatly 
decreafed,  afcribing  this  diminution  to  the  exclu- 
five  charter  enjoyed  by  a  monopoly,  and  praying, 
that  the  trade   might  be  laid  open  to  all  his  ma- 
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iefly's  fubjefls,  one  of  the  members  for  Liverpool  An.  1755. 
'moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  this  purpofe. 
Such  a  meafure  had  been  twice  before  propofcd 
without  fuGcefs  •,  but  now  it  was  adopted  without 
oppofition.  A  bill  was  immediately  introduced  ; 
and,  notwithftanding,  all  the  intereft:  and  efforts  of 
the  Turkey  company,  who  petitioned  the  houfe 
againll  it,  and  were  heard  by  their  counfel,  it  pafTed 
through  both  houfes,  and  received  the  royal  fanc- 
tion.  By  this  regulation  any  Britilh  fubjedl  may 
obtain  the  freedom  of  the  Turkey  company,  by 
paying  or  tendering  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds  ;  and 
all  the  members  are  fecured  from  the  tyranny  of 
oppreffive  bye-laws,  contrived  by  any  monopo- 
lizing cabal.  This  indulgence,  however,  and  even 
ail  the  encouragement  which  the  legiflature  can 
beftow,  will  never  retrieve  the  trade  of  Turkey  or 
the  Levant,  while  the  heavy  load  of  taxes  difables 
the  manufacturer  from  affording  his  commodity  fo 
cheap  as  it  can  be  fupplied  by  our  rivals  in  com- 
merce, who  neither  groan  under  fuch  burthens, 
nor  pay  fuch  a  price  for  labour. 

Several  other  bills  were  paffed :  one  for  regu- 
lating the  number  of  public  houfes,  and  the  more 
eafy  convidion  of  perfons  felling  ale  and  ftrong 
liquors  without  licence  s  an  a6l  which  impowered 
the  juilices  of  peace  to  tyrannize  over  their  fellow 
fubjeds  :  a  fecond,  enabling  the  magiftrates  of 
Edinburgh  to  im-prove,  enlarge,  and  adorn  the 
avenues  and  ftreets  of  that  city,  according  to  a 
-concerted  plan,  to  be  executed  by  voluntary  fub- 
fcription  :  a  third,  allowing  the  exportation  of  wool 
and"  woollen  yarn  from  Ireland  to  any  port  in  Great 
Britain  :  and  a  fourth,  prefcribing  the  breadth  of 

the 
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An.  175^.  the  wheels  beloxnging  to  heavy  carnages,  that  the 
high  roads  of  the  kingdom  might  be  the  better 
preferved. 

Natural!-        But  this  feffion  was  chiefly  diftinguifhed  by  an  zdt 

^ejews  ^^^  natu'-alizing  Jews,  and  a  bill  for  the  better  pre- 
venting clandeftine  marriages.  The  firfl  of  thefe, 
which  paffed  without  much  oppofition  in  the  houfe 
of  lords,  from  whence  it  defcended  to  the  commons, 
was  intituled,  "  An  A6t  to  permit  Perfons  profefT- 
ing  the  Jewifh  religion  to  be  naturalized  by  Parlia- 
ment, and  for  other  Purpofes  therein  mentioned.'* 
It  was  fupported  by  fome  petitions  of  merchants 
and  manufafturers,  who,  upon  examination,  ap- 
peared to  be  Jews,  or  their  dependants  ;  and  coun- 
tenanced by  the  miniftry,  who  thought  they  fore- 
faw,  in  the  confequences  of  fuch  a  naturalization, 
a  great  acceflion  to  the  moneyed  intereft,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  increafe  of  their  own  influence  among  the 
individuals  of  that  community.  They  boldly  af- 
firmed, that  fuch  a  law  would  greatly  conduce  to 
the  advantage  of  the  nation  •,  that  it  would  encou- 
rage perfons  of  wealth  to  remove  with  their  effedls 
from  foreign  parts  into  Great  Britain,  increafe  the 
commerce  and  the  credit  of  the  kingdom,  and  fet 
a  laudable  example  of  induftry,  temperance,  and' 
frugality.  Such,  however,  were  not  the  fenti- 
inents  of  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons 
of  the  city  of  London  in  common  council  alfem- 

i-  bled,  who,  in  a  petition  to  parliament,  cxprefTed 

their  apprehenfion  that  the  bill,  if  paffed  into  a 
law,  would  tend  greatly  to  the  difhonour  of  the 
chriftian  religion,  endanger  the  excellent  conflitu- 
tion,  and  be  highly  prejudicial  to  the  intereit  and 
trade  of  the  kingdom  in  general,  and  of  the  city  of 

London 
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London  in  particular.  To  the  fame  purpofe  an-  An,  1755- 
other  petition  was  next  day  preiented  to  the  hdufe, 
fubfcribed  by  merchants  and  traders  of  the  city  of 
London  j  who,  among  other  allgations,  obferved, 
that  the  confequences  of  fuch  a  naturalization 
would  gready  afFed:  their  trade  and  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  particularly  with  Spain  and 
Portugal.  Counlelwas  heard,  evidence  examined, 
and  the  bill  produced  violent  debates,  in  which 
there  feemed  to  be  more  paffion  than  patriotifm, 
more  declamation  than  argument. 

The  adverfaries  of  the  bill  affirmed,  that  fuch  a 
naturalization    would   deluge  the  kingdom  with 
brokers,  ufurers,  and  beggars ;  that  the  rich  Jews, 
under  the  {hadow  of  this  indulgence,  would  pur- 
chafe  lands,  and  even  advowfons  1  fo  as  not  only 
to  acquire  an  intereft  in  the  legiflature,  but  alfo 
to    influence    the    conftitution   of  the  church  of 
Chriil,  to  which  they  were  the  inveterate  and  pro- 
feffed  enemies :  that  the  lower  ciais  of  that  nation, 
when  thus  admitted  to  the  right  of  denifons,  would 
interfere  with   the    induftrious  natives,  who  earn 
their  livelihood  by  their  labour  :,  and  by  dint  of  the 
moll  parfimonious  frugality,  to  which  the  Engliili 
,.are  ftrangers,  work  at  an  under-price  •,  fo  as  not 
only  to  fhare,  but  even  in  a  manner  to  exclude  them 
from  all  employment :   that  fuch  an  adoption  of 
vagrant  Jews  into  the  community,  from  all  parts 
of  the  world,  would  rob  the  real  fubjeds  of  their 
.  birthright,  difgrace  the  character  of  the  nation,  ex- 
pofe  themfelves  to  the  moll  diihonourable  partici- 
pation and  intrufion..  endanger  the  conftitution  both 
in  church  and  ftate,  and  be  an  indelible  reproach 
iipon  the  eftablifhed  religion  of  the  country.  Some 

of 
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An.  1753.  of  thefe  orators  feemed  tranfported  even  to  a  degree 
of  enthufiafm.  They  prognoilicated  that  the  Jews 
would  multiply  fo  much  in  number,  engrofs  fuch 
wealth,  and  acquire  fo  great  power  and  influence 
inGreatBritain,  that  their  perfons  would  be  revered, 
their  cuftoms  imitated,  and  Judaifm  become  the 
fafhionable  religion  of  the  Englifh.  Finally,  they 
affirmed  that  fuch  an  a6l  was  diredlly  flying  in  the 
face  of  the  prophecy,  which  declares,  that  the 
Jews  fliali  be  a  fcattered  people,  without  country  or 
fixed  habitation,  until  they  fliall  be  converted  from 
their  infidelitj^,  and  gathered  together  in  the  land 
of  their  forefathers.  Thefe  arguments  and  appre- 
henfions,  which  were  in  reality  frivolous  and  chi- 
merical, being  induftrioufly  circulated  among  the 
vulgar,  naturally  prejudiced  againfl  the  Jewifli  peo- 
ple, excited  fuch  a  ferment  throughout  the  nation, 
as  ought  to  have  deterred  the  miniftry  from  the 
profecution  of  fuch  an  unpopular  meafure ;  which, 
however,  they  had  courage  enough  to  maintain 
againfl:  all  oppofition.  The  bill  pafled  the  ordeal 
of  both  houles,  and  his  majefty  vouchfafed  the  royal 
fandtion  to  this  law  in  favour  of  the  Hebrew  nation. 
The  truth  is,  it  might  have  increafed  the  wealth, 
and  extended  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain,  had 
it  been  agreeable  to  the  people  -,.  and  as  the  natu- 
ralized Jews  would  ftill  have  been  excluded  from 
all  civil  and  military  offices,  as  well  as  from  other 
[privileges  enjoyed  by  their  chrifl:ian  brethren,  in 
all  probabiliiy,  they  would  have  gradually  forfaken, 
their  own  unprofitable  and  obftinate  infidelity, 
opened  their  eyes  to  the  fliining  truths  of  the  gof- 
pel,  and  joined  their  fellow-fubjeds  in  embracing 
the  dodrines  of  Chriftianity.      But  no  miniftry 

ought 
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:ht  to  rifle  an  expeilmcnt,  how  phufible  foever  An. 1753; 
ic  may  be,  if^Jihey  find  ir,  as  this  was,  an  objed  of 
the  people's  unconquerable  averfion.  What  render- 
ed this  unpopular  meaiure  the  more  impolitic,  v/as 
ihe  unleafonable  junfture  at  which  it  was  carried 
into  execution  5  that  is,  at  the  eve  of  a  general  elec- 
tion for  a  new  parliament-;  when  a  miniftKr  ought 
carefully  to  avoid  every  ftep  which  may  give  um- 
brage to  the  body  of  the  people.  The  earl  of 
Eg — ^tj  v.'ho  argued  againil  the  bill  with  equal 
power  and  vivacity,  in  defcribing  the  efFett  in 
might  have  upon  thac  occalion,  '^  I  am  amazed, 
(faid  h:')  that  this  confideration  makes  no  impref- 
fion.— When  that  day,  which  is  not  far  olf,  fhall 
arrive,  I  (liall  not  fear  ^to  fet  my  foot  upon  any 
ground  of  eleflion  in  the  kingdom,  in  oppofition 
to  any  one  man  among  you,  or  any  new  Chriftian 
who  has  voted  or  appeared  in  favour  of  this  natu- 
ralization." 

Another  bill,  tranfmittsd  from  the  upper-houfe,  Marifige*: 
met  vAih  a  reception  equally  unfavourable  among  '^^^ 
the  commons,  though  it  was  fuilained  on  the 
,i]ioulders  of  the  majority,  and  thus  forced  its  v/ay 
to  the  throne,  where  it  obtained  the  royal  appro- 
bation. The  praclice  of  folemnizing  ciandeiiine 
marriages,  fo  prejudicial  to  the  peace  of  familieSj 
and^fo  often  produftive  of  raifery  to  the  parries 
themfelves  thus  united,  v/as  zn  evil  that  prevailed 
to  fuch  a  degree,  as  claimeo  the  attention  of  the 
legifiature.  The  fons  and  daughters  of  great  and 
opulent  fanVdies,  before  they  had  acquired  know- 
leclge  and  experience,  or  attained  to  the  years  of 
difcretion,  were  every  day  feduced  in  their  affec- 
tions, and  inveigled  into  matches  big  with  infamy 
Numb.  IV.  K  and 
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An.  1 75 3.   and  ruin  •,  and  thsfe  were  greatly  facilitated  by  thd 
opportunities  that  occurred   of  being  uuited   in- 
ftantaneoufly  by  the  ceremony  of  marriage,  in  the 
firft  tranfport  of  paffion,  before  the  dellined  vidim 
had    time  to  cool   or   deliberate  on   the  fubjeft. 
For  this  pernicious  purpofe  there  was   a  band  of 
profligate  mifcreants,  the  refufe  of  the  clergy,  dead 
to  every   fentiment   of  virtue,    abandoned   to  all 
.  fenfe  of  decency  and   decorum,  for  the  moft  part 
prifoners  for  debt  or  delinquency,  and   indeed  the 
very  outcafts    of  human    fociety,     who   hovered 
about  the  verge  of  the  Fleet-prifon  to  intercept 
cuftomers,  plying  like  porters  for  employment,  and 
performed   the  ceremony  of  marriage  without  li- 
cence or  quellion;  in  cellars,  garrets,  or  alehoufes, 
to  the  fcandal  of  religion,   and  the  difgrace  of  that 
order  which  they  profefled.     The  eafe  with  which 
this  ecclefiaftical  fanftion  was  obtained,  and  the 
vicious  difpofition  of  thofe  wretches,  open  to  the 
pradices  of  fraud  and  corruption,  were  produftivd 
of  polygamy,  indigence,  conjugal  infidelity,  pro-< 
fiitution,  and  every  curie  that  could  imbitter  the 
married  ftate. 

A  remarkable  cafe  of  this  nature  having  fallen 
under  the  cognizance  of  the  peers,  in  an  appeal 
from  an  inferior  tribunal,  that  houfe  ordered  the 
judges  to  prepare  a  new  bill  for  preventing  fuch 
abufes ;  and  one  was  accordingly  framed,  undet 
the  aufpices  of  lord  H — —,  ac  that  time  lord 
high  chancellor  of  England.  In  order  to  antici- 
pate the  bad  effeds  of  clandefline  marriages,  this 
new  ftatute  enafted,  That  the  banns  fhould  be  re-' 
gularly  publilhedj  three  fuccefTive  Sundays,  in  the 
church  of    the   parilh  where   the  parties  dwell  ^ 

That 
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That  no  licence  fhould  be  granted  to  marry  in  arty  ^11.17^3- 
place,  where  one  of  the  parties  has  not  dwelt  at 
leaft^  month,  except  a  fpecial  licence  by  the  arch- 
bifhop  :  That  if  any  marriage  fhould  be  folemnized 
in  any  other  place  than  a  church,  or  a  chapels 
without  a  fpecial  licence,  or  in  a  public  chapel, 
without  having  publiilied  the  banns,  or  obtained  a 
licence  offome  perfon  properly  qualified,  the  mar- 
riage fhould  be  void,  arid  the  perfon  who  folem- 
nized it  tranfported  for  {evsn.  years  :  That  mar- 
riages, by  licence,  of  parties  under,  age,  without 
confent  of  parent  or  guardian,  fhould  be  null  and 
void,  unlefs  the  party  under  age  be  a  widow,  and 
the  parent  rcfufmg  confenta  widow  married  again: 
That  when  the  confent  of  a  mother  or  guardian  is 
refufed  from  caprice,  or  fuch  parent  or  guardian 
be  non  compos  mentis,  or  beyond  fea,  the  minor 
iliould  have  recourfe  for  relief  to  the  court  of  Chan- 
cery: That  no  fuit  fhould  be  commenced  to  com- 
pel a  celebration  of  marriage,  upon  pretence  cf  any 
contrad :  That  all  marriages  fhould  be  folemnized 
before  two  witnefTes,  and  an  entry  be  made  in  a 
book,  kept  for  that  purpofe,  v^hether  it  was  by 
banns  or  licence,  whether  either  of  the  parties  was 
under  age,  or  the  marriage  celebrated  with  the 
confent  of  parent  or  guardian  -,  and  this  entry  to  be 
figned  by  the  minifter,  the  parties,  and  the  vv'it- 
neffes  :  That  a  falfe  licence  or  certificate,  or  de- 
ftroying  regiiler- books,  fhould  be  deemed  felony, 
either  in  principal  or  accefTsry,  and  puniihed  with 
death. 

The  bill,   when   firfl  conlidered  in    the  lower 

houfe,    gave  rife  to  a  variety  of  debates  j   in  which 

the  members  appeared  to  be  divided  rather  accord- 
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^-•na753.  ing  to  riieir  real  ientiments,  than  by  the  rules  of 
any  political  diliinftion  :  for  fome  principal  fervants 
of  the  government  freely  differed  in  opinion  from 
the  iTiinifter,  who  countenanced  the  bill  ;  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  he  was,  on  this  occafion,  fupported 
by  certain  chiefs  of  the  oppofition,  and  the  dlfputes 
were  maintained  with  extraordinary  eagernefs  and 
vv'armth.  The  principal  objedions  imported,  that 
■  fuch  rcilriftions  on  marriage  would  damp  the  fpi- 
lit  of  love  and  propagation  •,  promote  mercenary 
matches,  to  the  ruin  of  domeilic  happinefs,  as  weH 
as  to  the  prejudice  of  poilerity  and  populanon  ; 
impede  the  circulation  of  property,  by  preferving 
the  wealth  of  the  kingdom  among  a  kipA  of  arifto 
€racy  of  opulent  families,  who  would  alvvays  inter- 
marry within  their  own  pale  -,  fubjeft  the  poor  tO- 
many  inconvenience&,  and  extraordinary  expence^, 
from  the  nature  of  the  forms  to  be  obferved  j  and 
throw  an  additional  power  into  the  hands  of  the 
chancellor.  They  affirmed,  that  no  human  power 
hzd  a  right  to  dilToiVe  a  vow  folemnly  made  in  the 
fight  of  heaven  •,  and  that,  in  proportion  as  the 
bill  prevented  clandeftine  marriages  it  would  en- 
courage fornication  and  debauchery,  inaimuch  as. 
the  parties  retrained  from  indulging  their  mutual 
paffions  in  an  honourable  manner,  would  be  tempt- 
ed to  gratify  them  by  fteakh,  at  the  hazard  of  their 
reputation.  In  a  word,  they  forefaw  a  great  num- 
ber of  evils  in  the  train  of  this  bill,  which  have  not 
yet  been  realized.  On  the  other  fide,  its  advo- 
cates endeavoured  to  refute  thefe  arguments,  and 
fome  of  them  fpoke  with  great  ilrength  and  preci- 
ficn.  The  bill  underwent  a  great  number  of  alte- 
Eations  and  amendrnentSj  which  were  not  effeded' 

with" 
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mthout  violent  conteft  and  altercation.  At  length,    An.i75j. 
however,  it  was  tioated  through  both  hiCules  on  the 
tide  of  a  great  majority,   and  fiecrcd  into  the  fate 
harbour  of  royal  approbation. 

Certain  h:  is^  the  abule  of  clandeftine  marriage 
might  have  been  removed  upon  much  eafier  terms 
than  thofe  impofed  upon  the  llibjecl:  by  this  bill, 
which,  after  all,  hath  been  found  ineffc6lual,  as  it 
may  be  eafily  eluded  by  a  fhort  voyage  to  the  con- 
tinent, or  a  moderate  journey  to  North  Britain^ 
where  the  indi0bluble  knot  may  be  tied  Vv^ithout 
icruple  or  interruption. 

Over  and  above  thefe  nev^^  fcatutes,   there  were   Delivers- 
fome   other  fubjecf^s  which  occafionally  employed   tions-con- 
the  attention  of  the  commons  ;  fuch  as  the  (late  of  cemmg 
the  Britilh  fuo-ar-colonies,   which  was  confidered  in      'ir.'ltlT 
confequence  cf  petitions   prefented   by  the  fuo-ar- 
refiners  and  grocers  of  London,  Weftminfler,   and 
Bridol,   complaining  of  the  exorbitant  price  de- 
manded and  given  for   fugars  imported  from  Ja- 
maica ;    defiring,    that   the  proprietors  of  land  in 
Jamaica  might  be  obliged  to  cukivate  greater  quan- 
tities of  ground  for  raifing  fugar  canes,  or  that 
they  (the  petitioners)  might  have  leave  to  import 
cnufcovado  fugars  from  other  countries,    when  the 
price  of  thofe  imported   from  Jamaica  Oiould  ex- 
ceed a  certain  rate.     This  remonftrance  was  taken 
into  confideration  by   a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe  ;  and  a  great  number  of  evidences  an,d  paper.s 
being  examined,    they  refolved.    That  the  peo- 
phng  cf  Jamaica  with  v/hite  inhabitants,  and  culti^ 
vating  the  lands  thereof,  would  be  the  mcfl:  proper 
meafure  for  fecuring  that  iiland,  and  increafing  the 
Cradfi  and  navigation  between  it  and  Great  Britain, 
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Aa.-i753.  and  other  parts  of  his  majefty's  dominions  :  Thac 
the  endeavours  hitherto  ufed  by  the  legiQature  of 
Jamaica  to  Tncreafe  the  number  of  white  inha- 
bitants, and  enforce  the  cultivation  of  lands,  in 
the  manner  that  might  bed  conduce  to  the  fecu- 
rity  and  defence  of  that  ifland,  had  not  been  effec- 
tiial  for  thefe  purpofes.  The  houfe  ordered  a  bill 
to  be  founded  on  thefe  refolutions ;  but  this  v/as 
poftponed,  until  the  miniftry  fhould  receive  more 
foil  information  touching  the  true  ftate  of  that 
iOand. 

The  planters  of  Jamaica  laboured  under  many 
grievances  and  hardfhips,  from  divers  heavy  impo- 
iitions  and  reftridions ;  and  a  detail  of  thefe  v/as 
tranfmitted  in  a  reprefentation  to  his  msjefly,  which 
was  referred  to  the  confideraticn  of  the  commif- 
lioners  of  trade  and  plantations. 

The  caufe  of  the  planters  was  defended  vigor- 
GuQy,  and  managed  in  the  houfe  of  commons  by 
alderman  Beckford,  a  gendeman  of  vaft  pofieffions 
m  the  iiland  of  Jamaica,  who  perfe6lly  well  under- 
ftood  and  ftrenuoufly  fupported  the  intereft  of  that 
his  native  country. 

Fate  of  Abortive  alfo  proved  the  attempt  to  eftablifh  a 

^  ^.J"!^'"  law  for  keeping  an  annual  reaifcer  of  marriages, 
births,  deaths,  the  individuals  who  received  alms, 
and  the  total  number  of  people  in  Great  Britain. 
A  bill  for  this  purpofe  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Pot- 
ter, a  gentleman  of  pregnane  parts  and  fpirited 
elocution,  who,  enumerating  the  advantages  of 
fuch  a  law,  obferved,  that  it  would  afcertain  the 
number  of  the  people,  and  the  colledive  flrength 
of  the  nation  ;  confequentiy  point  out  thofe  places 
where  there  is  a  defeat  or  excefs  of  population. 
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and  certainly  determine  whether  a  general  naturali-  An. 1753; 
zarion  would  be  advantageous  or  prejudicial  to  the 
community  ;  that  it  would  decide  what  number  of 
men  might,  on  any  fudden  emergency,  be  levied 
for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  •,  and  whether  the 
nation  is  gainer  or  lofer  by  fending  its  naiives  to 
fettle,  and  our  troops  to  defend  diftant  colonies  ; 
that  it  would  be  the  means  of  eilablifhing  a  local 
adminiftration  of  civil  government,  or  a  police  upon 
certain  fixed  principles,  the  want  of  which  hath 
been  long  a  reproach  to  the  nation,  a  fccurity  to 
vice,  and  an  cncouragenient  to  idlenefs  ;  that  in 
many  cafes,  where  all  other  evidence  is  wanting,  it 
would  enable  fuitors  to  recover  their  right  in  courts 
of  juftice,  facilitate  an  equal  and  equitable  affefi- 
ment  in  raifmg  the  prefent  taxes,  and  laying  future 
impofitions ;  fpecify  the  lineal  deicents,  relations, 
and  alliances  of  families;  lighten  the  intolerable  bur- 
thens incurred,  by  the  public,  from  innumerable 
and  abfurd  regulations  relating  to  the  poor ;  pro- 
vide for  them  by  a  more  equal  exertion  of  huma- 
nity, and  effedually  fcreen  them  frcnn  all  rifque  of 
perifhing  by  hunger,  cold,  cruelty,  and  oppreffion. 
Whether  fuch  a  law  would  have  anfvvered  the  fan- 
guine  expeftations  of  its  patron,  we  fhall  not  pre- 
tend to  determine  ;  though,  in  our  opinion,  it  m.uO: 
have  been  attended  with  very  falutary  confe- 
quences,  particularly  in  reftraining  the  hand  of 
robbery  and  violence,  in  detefting  fraud,  bridling 
the  ferocity  of  a  licentious  people,  and  eftablifning 
a  happy  fyftem  of  order  and  fubcrdination.  Ac 
nrft  the  bill  met  with  little  oppofition,  except  from 
Mr.  Thornton,  member  for  the  city  of  York,  who 
inyeighed  againft  it  with  great  fervour,  as  a  mea- 
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An. 1753.   fure  that  favoured  of  French  policy,    to  which  the 
Englilii  nation  ever  had  the  ntmoft  avfrnon.     He 
miirmed,  that  the  method  in  which  it  was  propofed 
this   regifler  (liould  be  kept,    vyouid   furniHi    th.e 
€ne:T!ies  of  Great  Britain  with  continual  opportuni- 
ties of  knowing  the    ftrengrh  or  weaknefs   of  the 
nation  ;    that   it  would  im power  a-;  iil-defigning 
minifter  to  execute  any  fcheme  fubverfive  of  pub- 
lic liberty,   inveij:   pariili   and  petty  oulcers  of  the 
peace  with  exorbitant  powers,   and  coft  the  natiori 
above    fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  year   to  carry  the 
fchenie  into  execution.     Thefe  arguments,  wl^ich, 
we  apprehend,   are  extremely  frivolous  and  incon- 
clufive,  had  great  weight  v/ith  a  confiderabje  nuiri- 
ber,    who  joined  in  the  oppofition,  while  the  mini- 
ilry  flood  neutral     Neverthelefs,  after  having  un- 
ciero-oiie  fonie  anaendments»   it  was  conveyed  to  the 
lords,    by  •-•horn  it  was,   at   the  fecond   reading, 
thrown  out,  as  a  fcheme  of  a  very  dangerous  ten- 
dency.    The  legiilature  of  Great  Britain  have,    00 
fome  occafions,  been  more  flartled  at  the  diftant 
fhadow  of  a  bare  poffibility,  than  at  the  real  ap- 
proach of  the  moft  dangerous  innovation. 
The  par-         Frorc  the  ufual  deliberations  on  civil  and  com- 
liament      nierci?!  ccncems,   the  attention  of  the  parliament, 
the  mu-      which   Had  leidom  or  never  turned  upon  literary 
feum  of      avocations,  v/as  called  off  by  an  extraordinary  fub- 
Sir  Hans     •  x^  ^r  ^i^jg    nature.     Sir  Hans  Sloane,  the   cele- 
"^^  "  '       bratedphyfician  and  naturalid,  well  kno'^s^n  through 
all  the  civilized  countne.'?  of  Europe  for  his  amp'e 
colkiflion  of  rarities,    culled  from  the  animal,  ve- 
eetable,  and  mineral  kingdoms,   as  weli  as  ofan- 
^  tiquides  and  curiofiiies  of  art,   had  directed,  in  his 
l^It  will;  that  this  valuable  mufeumj  together  with 
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his  numerous  library,  fliould  be  offered  to  the  par-  An.  1753 
liament:  fur  the  life  of  the  public,  in  conQderation 
of  their  paying  a  certain  fum,  in  compenfation,  to 
his  heirs.  His  terms  were  embraced  by  the  com- 
mons, who  agreed  to  pay  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
for  the  whole,  fuppofed  to  be  worth  four  times  that 
fum  ;  and  a  bill  was  prepared  for  purchafmg  this 
mufeum,  together  with  the  Harkian  coiledion  of 
manufcripts,  fo  denominated  from  its  founder,  Ro- 
bert Harley,  earl  of  Oxford,  lord  high  treafurer  of 
England,  and  now  offered  to  the  public  by  his 
daughter  the  dutchefs  of  Portland. 

Ic  was  propofed,  that  thefe  purchafes  fliould  be 
joined  to  the  famous  Cottonian  library,  and  a  fuit- 
able  repofitory  provided  for  them  and  the  king's 
library,  which  had  long  lain  neglefted,  and  expc fed 
to  the  injuries  of  the  weather  in  the  old  dormitory 
at  "WeftminRer.  Accordingly  truftees  and  gover- 
nors, conhfting  of  the  moil  eminent  perfons  of  the 
kingdom,  were  appointed,  and  regulations  eila- 
blifned  for  the  management  of  this  noble  mufeum, 
which  vvas  depofited  in  Montague  houfe,  one  of 
the  moft  magnificent  edifices  in  England,  where  it 
is  fubjecled,  v/ichout  referve,  to  the  view  of  the' 
public,  und^r  certain  necelSiry  redridlions,  and  ex- 
hibits a  glorious  monument  of  national  tafle  and 
liberality  f. 

In 


fThe  library  of  Sir  Hans  befides  a  multitude  of  prints. 

Sloane  confiiled  of  above  fif-  The    mufeum  comprehended 

ty  thoufand  volumes,  includ-  an  infinite  number  of  medals, 

;ng  about  three  hundred  2nd  coins,    urns,    utenfds,    feals, 

^fty     books     of      drawings,  cameos,     intaglios,     precious 

and  three  thoufand  five  hun-  ftones,    veffels^  of   agate  snd 

dfedand  fi>a'eea  manufcripts,  jafper,  cbryftals,  {p?.Ts,  foiTils, 

inetals, 
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In  the  beginning  of  June  the  fefllon  of  parlia-r 
ment  v/^s  clofed  by  his  majefty,  who  mentioned 
nothing  particular  in  hisfpeech,  but  that  the  ftate 
of  foreign  affairs  had  fuffered  no  alteration  fince 
their  meeting. 

The  genius  of  the  EngliOi  people  is  perhaps  in- 
compatible with  a  flate  of  perfect  tranquillity  :  if  it 
ig  not  rufHed  by  foreign  provocations,  or  agitated 
by  unpopular  meafures  of  domeilic  adminiftration, 
it  will  undergo  temporary  fermentations  from  the 
turbulent  ingredients  inherent  in  its  own  conflitu- 
tion.  Tumults  are  excited,  and  fadions  kindled 
into  rage  and  inveteracy,  by  incidents  of  the  moft 
frivolous  nature.  At  this  junfture  the  metropolis 
of  England  v/as  divided  and  difcompofed,  in  a  fur- 
priting  manner,  by  a  difpute  in  itfelf  of  fo  little 
confequence  to  the  community,  that  it  could  not 
deferve  a  place  in  a  general  hiftory,  if  it  did  not 
ferve  to  convey  a  charafteriiljc  idea  of  the  Eng^ 

lifh  nation. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  an  obfcure  damfel, 
of  low  degree,  whofe  name  was  Elizabeth  Can- 
ning, promulgated  a  report,  v/hich,  in  a  little  time, 
attraded  the  attention  of  the  public.  She  affirmed, 
that  on  the  firll  day  of  the  new  year,  at  night,  Ihe 
was  feize,d  under  Bedlam-wall  by  two  ruffians,  who, 
having  ftripped  her  of  her  upper-apparel,  fecured 

metals, minerals,  ores,  earths,  calculi,  anatomical  prepara- 
fands,  falts,  bitumens,  ful-  tions,  feeds,  gums,  root*-, 
phurs,  amber,  ambergrife,  dried  plants,  piftures,  draw- 
talcs,  mirs,  teftaces,  corals,  ings,  and  mathematical  in- 
fpunges,  echini,  echenites,  ftruments.  All  thefe  articles, 
afteris,  trochi,  cri>fl:atia,  ftellce  with  a  fhort  account  of  each, 
niarini,  fifties,  birds,  egSs,  are  fpecified  in  thirty-eight 
and  nefts,  vipers,  ferpents,  volumes  in  folio,  and  eight 
quadrupeds,    infeds,    human  in  quarto. 
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her  mouth  with  a  gag,  and  threatened  to  murder  ^^i^7SS' 
her  fhould  flie  make  the  leaft  noife,  conveyed  her 
on  foot  about  fix  miles  to  a  place  called  Enfield- 
v/afh,  and  brought  her  to  the  houfe  of  one  Mrs. 
Wells,  where  flie  was  pillaged  of  her  ftays ;  andj 
becaufe  fhe  refufed  to  turn  proftitute,  confined  in  a 
cold,  damp,  feparate,  and  unfurnifhed  apartment. 
Here  Ihe  remained  a  whole  month,  without  any 
other  fuftenance  than  a  few  ftale  crufls  of  bread, 
and  about  a  gallon  of  water  j  till  at  length  fhe 
forced  her  way  through  a  window,  and  ran  home 
to  her  mother's  houfe,  almoil  naked,  in  the  night 
©f  the  twenty-ninth  of  January. 

This  ilory,  improbable  and  unfupported,  ope- 
rated lb  iirongly  on  the  paffions  of  the  people  ia 
the  neighbourhood  of  Aldermanbury,  w^here  Can- 
ning's mother  lived,  and  particularly  am.ong  fana- 
tics of  ail  denominations,  that  they  raifed  volun- 
tary contributions  with  furpriilng  eagernefs,  in 
erder  to  bring  the  fuppofed  delinquents  tojuftice. 
Warrants  were  granted  for  apprehending  Welis^ 
:who  kept  the  houfe  at  Enfield-wafh,  and  her  ac-, 
complices,  the  fervaat-maid,  whofe  name  was  Vir- 
tue Hall,  and  one  Squires,  an  old  gipfey-woman^ 
who  was  charged  by  Canning  with  having  robbed 
her  of  her  ftays.  Wells,  tho*  acquitted  of  the  felony, 
was  punifhed  as  a  bawd.  Hall  turned  evidence  for 
Canning,  but  afterwards  recanted;  and  Squires,  the 
gipfey,  was  conviil:ed  of  the  robbery,  altho'  fhe  pro- 
duced undoubted  evidence  to  prove  that  fhe  was 
^t  Abbotfbury  in  Dorfetfhire  that  very  night  in 
which  the  felony  was  faid  to  be  committed ;  and  Can  - 
ning  and  her  friends  fell  into  divers  contradidtions 
during  the  courfe  of  the  trial.     By  this  time  the 

pre- 
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Aa.iy^$.  prepoffeiTion  of  the  common  people  in  her  favour 
had  rifen  to  fach  a  pitch  of  enthufiafm,  that  the 
moft  palpable  truths,  which  appeared  on  the  other 
fide,  had  no  other  efFed  than  that  of  exafpcrating 
them  to  the  moil  dangerous  degree  of  rage  and 
revenge.  Some  of  the  witneffes  for  Squires,  tho' 
perfons  of  uoblemiilied  charade r,  were  fo  intimi- 
dated that  they  duril  not  enter  the  court;  and  thofe 
who  had  refolution  enough  to  giv-e  evidence  in  her 
behalf,  ran  the  rifque  of  affiifTmation  from  the  vul- 
gar that  furrounded  the  place.  On  this  occation 
Sir  Crifpe  Gafcoyne,  lord-mayor  of  London,  be- 
haved  with  that  laudable  courage  and  humanity 
Vv^hich  ought  ever  to  diilinguiili  the  chief  magi* 
Urate  of  fuch  a  metropolis.  Confidering  the  im- 
probability of  the  charge,  the  hear,  partiality,  and 
blind  enthufiafm  with  which  it  was  profecuted,  and 
being  convinced  of  the  old  woman's  innocence  by 
a  great  number  of  3,Sidavits,  voluntarily  fent  up 
fi'om  the  country  by  perfons  of  unqueftionable  cre- 
dit, he,  in  conjundlion  v/ith  fome  other  v/orthy 
citizens,  refolved  to  oppofe  the  torrent  of  vulgar 
prejudice.  Application  was  made  to  the  throne 
for  mercy  :  the  cafe  was  referred  to  the  attorney 
and  follicitor- general,  who,  having  examined  the 
evidences  on  both  Udes,  made  their  report  in  fa- 
vour of  Squires  to  the  king  and  council-,  and  this 
poor  old  creature  was  indulged  with  his  majefty's 
pardon. 

This  affair  was  now  fwelied  up  into  fuch  a  fac- 
tion as  divided  the  greater  part  of  the  kjngdomj 
including  the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor,  the  high  as 
well  as  the  humble.  Pamphlets  and  pafquinades 
were  publifned  on  bo|:h  fides  pf  the  difpute,  which 
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became  the  general  topic  of  converfation  in  all  af-  An.J75 
femblies,  and  people  of  all  ranks  efpoufed  one  or 
other  party  with  as  much  warmth  and  animofity  as 
had  ever  inflamed  the  Y/hig  and  Tories,  even,  at 
the  moft  rancorous  period  of  their  oppofition.  Sub- 
icfiptions  were  opened,  and  large  fums  levied,  on 
one  fide  to  profecute  for  perjury  the  perfons  on 
whofe  evidence  the  pardon  had  been  granted.  On 
the  other  hand,  thofe  v^fho  had  interefted  them- 
felves  for  the  gipfey^  refolved  to  fopport  her  wic- 
nefles,  and,  if  poiTible,  detefl  the  impoftiire  of 
Canning.  Bills  of  perjury  were  preferred  on  both 
fides.  The  evidences  for  Squires  were  tried  and 
acquitted  :  at  firfl  Canning  abfconded  ;  but  after- 
wards furrendered,  to  take  her  trial  j  and  being, 
after  a  long  hearing,  found  guilty,  was  tranfported 
to  the  Britiih  colonies.  The  zeal  of  her  friends,^ 
however,  feemed  to  be  inflamed  by  her  convidlion  : 
and  thofe  who  carried  on  the  profecution  againit 
her  were  infulted,  even  to  the  danger  of  their  lives. 
They  fupplied  her  with  necellaries  of  all  forts^ 
payed  for  her  tranfportation  in  a  private  ihip, 
where  ilie  enjoyed  all  the  comforts  ^nd  conve- 
niencies  that  could  be  afforded  in  that  fituation, 
and  furnifhed  her  with  fuch  recommendations  as 
fecured  to  her  a  very  agreeable  reception  in  New 
England. 

Next  to  this  very   remarkable  tranra6lion,   the  -r. 

.     .  ■  .  .      Jc^xecu- 

incident  that  principally  diilinguifhed  this   year  in    tion  of 

England,  was  the  execution  of  Dr.  Archibald  Ca-   Dr. 

rneron,  a  native  of  North  Britain,  and  brother  to 

Cameron  of  Lochiei,  chief  of  that  numerous  and 

warlike  tribe,  who   had    taken    the   field  with  the 

prince  pretender  j  and  after  the  battle  of  Culloden, 

where 


CamerontI 
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1.1753-  where  he  was  dangeroufly  wounded,  found  means 
to  efcape  to  the  continent.  His  brother,  the  doc- 
tor, had  accompanied  him  in  all  his  expedition?s? 
tho'  not  in  a  military  capacity,  and  was  included 
with  him  in  the  a6t  of  attainder  paffed  againft 
thofe  who  had  been  concerned  in  the  rebellion. 
Notwithftanding  the  imminent  danger  attending 
fuch  an  attempt,  he  returned  privately  to  Scot- 
land, in  order  (as  it  was  reported)  to  recover  a  fum 
of  money  belonging  to  the  pretender,  which  had 
been  embezzled  by  his  adherents  in  that  country. 
Whatever  may  have  been  his  inducement  to  revifit 
his  native  country  under  fuch  a  predicament,  cer- 
tain it  is,  he  was  difcovered,  apprehended,  condufl- 
ed  to  London,  confined  in  the  Tower,  examined 
by  the  privy-council,  and  produced  in  the  court  of 
King's  Bench  •,  where  his  identity  being  proved  h^^ 
feveral  witnefTes,  he  received  fentence  of  death,  and 
v/as  executed  at  Tyburn.  The  terror  and  relene- 
ment  of  the  people,  occafioned  by  the  rebellion, 
-  having  by  this  time  fubfided,  their  humane  paffions 
did  not  fail  to  operate  in  favour  of  this  unfortunate 
gentlemen  :  their  pity  was  mingled  with  efteem, 
arifing  from  his  perfonal  charader,  which  was  alto- 
gether unblemifhed,  and  his  deportment  on  this  oc- 
tafion,  which  they  could  not  help  admiring  as'  the 
llandard  of  manly  fortitude  and  decorum.  The 
populace,  tho'  not  very  fubjeft  to  tender  emotions, 
were  moved  to  compaffion,  and  even  to  tears,  by 
his  behaviour  at  the  place  of  execution.  And  many 
fincere  v^ell-v/ifhers  to  the  prefent  eftablifhrnent 
thought  that  the  facrifice  of  this  vi'ftim  at  luch  a 
junfture  codd  not  redound  either  to  its  honour  or 

fecurity. 

4  The 
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The  turbulent  fpirii,  which  is  never  totally  ex-    An.  175 3. 
tinguiflied  in  this  iQand,  manifefted  itfelf  in  fundry    ^^^^^,^^ 
tumults  that  broke  out  in  different  parts  of  South   indifFe- 
Britain.    The  price  of  provifion,  and  bread  in  par-   rent  parts 
ticular,  being  raifed  to  an  exorbitant  rate,  in  con-  J-J^^^^.,^^ 
fequence  of  an  abfurd  exportation  of  corn,   for  the 
fake  of  the  bounty,   a  formidable   body  of  coliiei'S 
and  other  labouring  people  raifed  an  iniurreftion  at 
Briftol,  began   to   plunder  the  corn  vcffels  in  the 
harbour,   and  commit   fuch  outrages  in  the  city, 
that  the  magiftrates  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
to  the  military  power.     A  troop  of  dragoons  were 
fcnt  to  their  affiilance,    and   the   infurgents  were 
quelled,     though    not    without  fame    bloodilied. 
Commotions   of  the   fame  kind  were  excited   in 
Yorkfhire,  Mancheiler,  and  feveral  other  places  in 
the  norihern  counties  :  at  Leeds,  a  detachment  of 
the  king's  troops  were  obliged  in  their  own  defence 
to  fire  upon  the  rioters,   eight  or  nine  of  whom 
were  killed  upon  the  fpot-,  and  indeed  fo  little  cars 
had  been  taken  to  reftrain  the  licentious  infolence 
of  the  vulgar  by  proper  laws  and  regulations,  duly 
executed  under  the  eye  of  civil  magiftracy,   that  a 
military  power  was  found  abfolutely  necefTary  to 
maintain  the  peace  of  the  kingdom. 

The  tranquillity  of  the  continent  was  not  endan-    Difturb- 

gered  by  any  new  conteft  or  difturbance :  yet  the   ^"ces  in 

breach  betweeh  the  clerpy  and  parliament  of  Paris  ^''^"^^" 

°'  *  occaiion- 

was  every  day  more  and  more  v/idened,  and    the   ed  by  the 
people  were  pretty  equally  divided  between  fuperlti-   bull  Uni- 
tion  and  a  regard  for  civil  liberty.    The  parliament   S^f^-itus. 
having  caufed  divers  ecclefiaftics  to  be  apprehended 
for  having  refufed  to  adminiiter  the  facraments  to 
perfons  in  extremity,  who  refufed  to  fubfcribe  to 

the 
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An. 1 75 3.  the  bull  unigenitus,  all  of  them  declared  they 
a£led  according  to  the  direftion  of  the  archbifhop 
of  Paris.  Application  being  made  to  this  haughty 
prelate,  he  treated  the  deputies  of  the  parliament 
v/ith  the  moll  fapercilious  contempt,  and  even 
feemed  to  brave  the  pov/er  and  authority  of  that 
body.  They,  on  the  other  hand,  proceeded-to 
take  cognizance  of  the  recufant  clergy,  until  their 
fovereign  ordered  them  to  defiil.  Then  they  pre- 
fented  remonftrances  to  his  majefty,  reminding 
him  of  their  privileges  and  the  duty  of  their  (la- 
tion,  v/hich  obliged  them  to  do'juftice  on  all  delin* 
quents. 

In  th^  mean  time  they  continued  to  perform 
their  fundions,  and  even  commenced  a  profecution 
againft  the  bifhop  of  Orleans,  whom  they  fum-^ 
inoned  to  attend  their  tribunal.  Next  day  they 
received  from  Verfailles  a  lettre  de  cachet,  accom- 
panied by  letters  patent,  commanding  them  to  fuf- 
pend  ail  profccutions  relating  to  the  refafal  of  the 
facraments  j  and  oi-dering  the  letters  patent  to  be 
■  regiaered.  In  lie  ad  of  obeying  thefe  comm.andSj 
they  prefented  new  remoftilrances,  for  anfvvers  to 
which  they  were  referred  to  the  king's  formed 
declarations.  In  confequence  of  this  intim'atioHj 
ihey  had  fpirit  enough  to  refolve,  "  That  whereas 
certain  evil  minded  perfons  had  prevented  truth 
from  reaching  the  throne,  the  chambers  remained 
affembled,  and  ail  other  bufmefs  fiiould.  be  luf- 
pended."  The  affair  was  nov/  become  very  ferious. 
His  majefty,  by  frelh  letters  patent,  renewed  his 
orders,  and  commanded  them  to  proceed  v/ith  theif 
ordinary  bufmefs,  on  pain  of  incurring  his  difplea* 
fure.     They  forthv/ith  came  to  another  refolution, 

importing, 
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importing,  that  they  could  not  obey  thislnjunclion   An.i753J 
without   a   breach  of  their  duty  and  their   oath. 
Next  day  letters  de  cachet  were  ilfued,   banifliing 
to  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  all  the  members 
except  thofe  of  the  great  chamber,  which  the  court 
did  not  find    more  tradable  than  their  brethren^ 
They  forthwith  refolved  to  abide  by  the  two  refo- 
lutions  mentioned  above ;    and,  as  an  irtftance  of 
their  unfhaken  fortitude,  ordered  an  ecclefiaftic  to 
be  taken  into  cuilody  for  refufmg  the  facramentSo 
This  rpirited  meafure  involved  them  in  the  fate  o£ 
the  reft ;  fot  they  were  alfo   exiled   from    Paris, 
the  citizens  of  which  did  not  fail  to  extol  their  con - 
duel  v/ith  the  loudeft  encomiums,  and  at  the  fame 
'time  to  exprefs  their  refentment  againft  the  clergy, 
who  could  not  ftir  abroad  without  being  expofed 
to  violence  or  infult^     The  example  of  the  parlia- 
ment of  Paris  was  followed   by  that  of  Rouen j- 
which  had  courage  enough  to  iflue  orders  for  ap- 
prehending the  bifliop  of  Evreux,    becaufe  he  had 
refufed  to  appear  when  furnmoned  to  their  tribu- 
nal.    Their  decrees  on  this   occafion   being  an- 
nulled  by  the  king's  council  of  fiate,  they  prefented 
a  bold  remonftrance  -,  which  j  however,  had  no  other 
effedc  than  ihat  of  exalperating   the  miniflry.     A 
grand  depuianon  being  ordered  to  attend  the  king,^ 
they  were  commanded  todefiit  from  intermeddling 
in  difpuces  relating  to  the  refufal  of  thefacraments, 
and  to  regifter  this   injundion.     At  their  return 
they  had  recourfe  to  a  new  remonftrance  °,  and  one 
of  their  principal   counfellors,   who   had   fpoken 
freely  in  the  debates  on  this  fubjeft,   was  arretted 
by  a  party  of  dragoons,   who  carried  him  prifoner 
to  the  caftle  of  Dourlens*     la  a  v/ord,  the  body  of 
Numb.  4,  L  the 
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A'^'^75h  the  people  declared  for  the  parliamenr,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  ecclefiaftical  tyranny  ;  and  had  they  not 
been  overawed  by  a  formidable  ftanding  army, 
would  certainly  have  taken  up  arms  in  defence  of 
their  liberties  :  while  the  monarcli  weakly  fufifered 
himfelf  to  be  governed  by  prieftly  delufions  ;  and, 
fecure  in  his  military  appointments,  feemed  to  fet 
the  reft  of  his  fubjeits  at  defiance.  Apprehenfive, 
"  however,  that  thefe  difputes  would  put  an  entire 
ftop  to  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,'  he,  by  letters 
patent,  eftabliflied  a  royal  chamber  for  the  profe- 
cution  of  fuits  civil  and  criminal,  v/hich  was 
opened  with  a  folemn  mafs  performed  in  the 
queen's  chapel  at  the  Louvre,  where  all  the  mem- 
bers affifted.  On  this  occafion  another  difficulty 
occurred.  The  letters  patent  confticuting  this  new 
court  ought  to  have  been  regiftered  by  the  par- 
liament, which  was  now  no  more.  To  remedy  this 
dtfed:,  application  was  made  to  the  inferior  court 
of  the  Chatelet  -,  which  refufmg  to  regifter  them, 
one  of  its  members  was  committed  to  the  Bafiiie, 
and  another  abfconded.  Intimidated  by  this  ex- 
ertion of  defpotic  power,  they  allowed  the  king's 
officers  to  enter  the  letters  in  their  remfterj  but 
afterwards  adopted  more  vigorous  refolutions.  The 
lieutenant  civil  appearing  in  their  court,  all  the 
counfeilors  rofe  up  and  retired,  leaving  him  alone, 
and  on  the  table  an  arret,  importing,  That 
whereas  the  confinement  of  one  of  their  members, 
the  perfecution  of  another,  who  durft  not  appear, 
and  the  prefent  calamities  of  the  nation,  gave  them 
juft  apprehenfion  for  their  own  perfons,  they  had, 
after  mature  deliberation,  thought  proper  to  re- 
tire.    Thus  a  dangerous  ferment  \Yd.s  excited  by 
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the  kind's  efpoufing  the  caufe  of  fpiritual  infolence    An.1753.;^ 
and  opprefllon  agsinft  the  general  voice  of  his  peo- 
ple, and  the  plainell  didlates  of  reafon  and  com* 
mon  fenfe. 

The  property  of  Eaft  Frieiland  continued  ftill  to    _Proceerj= 
be  the  fource  of  contention  between  the  eletlors  of    ^^^  ^  , 

the  oiei: 

Brandenburg  and  Hanover.     The  intereds  cf  his     of  the 
Britannic   majcfty  being  powerfully  fupported   by    empire 
the  houfe  of  Auftria,  the  minifter  of  that  power  at    ,^'^'"5 
the  diet  propofed  that  the  affair  fhould  be  taken  into    JrieilahjJi 
immediate  confideration.    He  was  feconded  by  the 
minifter  of  Brunfwic ;   but  the  envoy  from  Bran- 
denburg having  protefted  in  form  againft  this  pro* 
cedure,  withdrew  from  the  affemblyyand  the  Brunf^ 
wic  minifter  made  a    counter-proteftation,    after 
which  he  alfo  retired.    Then  a  motion  being  made; 
that  this  difpute  ftiould  be  referred  to  the  decifiont 
of  the  Aulic  council  at  Vienna,  it  v/as  carried  in  the 
affirmative  by  a  majority  of  fourteen  voices.     His 
PruiTian  majefty's  final  declaration,  with  regard  to 
this  affair,   v-^as  afterwards  orefented   to  the   diet^ 
and  anfwered  in  the  fequel  by  a  memorial  from  hiss 
Britannic   majefty  as   eledor  of  Hanover.     Somd 
other  petty  difputes  likev/ife  happened  between  the 
regency  of  Hanover  and  the  city  of  Muniier  ;   and 
the  former  claiming  fome  bailiwicks  in  the  territo- 
ries of  Bremen,   fequeftered  certain   revenues  be-*' 
longing  to  this  city,   in   Stade   and  Ferden,   until    ExJtaof- 
thefe  claims  flioiild  be  fatisfied.  dinary 

The  court  of  Vienna  havin»  dropped  for  the  pre-    ^^'^^'y  '^^'' 
lent  the  icheme  Oi  electing  a  king  of  the  Romans,-     ^ourt  of 
concluded  a  very  extraordinary  treaty  wiih  the  duke     Vienna 
of  Modena,    ftipulating,    that  his   fcrene  highnefs     ^"^  ^^^, 
fhould  be    appointed  perpetual  governor   of  the    -.^^^  ° 

L  2    -  dutchy 
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dutchy  of  Milan,  with  a  falary  of  ninety  thoufand 
florins,  on  condition  that  he  ihould  maintain  a  body 
of  four  thoufand  men  to  be  at  the  difpofal  of  the 
Emprefs-queen  j  that  her  Imperial  majefty  fliould 
have  a  right  to  place  garrifons  in  the  citadels  of 
Mirandola  and  Reggio,  as  well  as  in  the  caftle  of 
Mafla-Carrara  :  that  the  archduke  Peter  Leopold, 
.  third  fon  of  their  Imperial  majefties,  fhould  efpoufe 
the  daughter  of  the  hereditary  prince  of  Modena 
by  the  heirefs  of  Mafia- Carrara  ;  and,  in  cafe  of  her 
dying  without  heirs  male,  the  eftatesof  thathoufe 
and  the  dutchy  of  Mirandola  ihould  devolve  to  the 
arch  duke  ;  but,  in  cafe  of  her  having  male  ifllie, 
that  {he  fhould  enjoy  the  principality  of  Fermia 
and  other  poffeflions  in  Hungary,  claimed  by  the 
duke  of  Modena,  for  her  fortune  ;  finally,  that  on 
the  extindtion  of  the  male- branch  of  the  houfe  of 
Efte,  all  the  dominions  of  the  duke  of  Modena 
fnould  devolve  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

While  the  powers  on  the  continent  of  Europe 
were  thus  employed  in  ftrengthening  their  refpec- 
tive  interefts,  and  concerting  meafures  for  prevent- 
ing any  interruption  of  the  general  tranquillity, 
matters  were  faft  ripening  to  a  frefh  rupture  be- 
tween the  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  in 
different  parts  of  North  America.  We  have  al- 
ready obferved  that  commiflaries  had  been  ap- 
pointed and  conferences  opened  at  Paris,  to  deter- 
mine the  difputes  between  the  two  crowns  relating 
to  the  boundaries  of  Nova  Scotia-,  and  v^e  took  no- 
tice in  general  of  the  litde  arts  of  evafion  praftifed 
by  the  French  commiflaries  to  darken  and  perplex 
the  difpute,  and  elude  the  pretenfions  of  his  Britan- 
nic majefty.  They  perflfted  in  employing  thefe  arts 

cf 
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of  chicanery  and  cavil  with  fuch  perfeverance,  that  An. 1753. 
the  negotiation  proved  abortive,  the  conferences 
broke  up,  and  every  thing  feemed  to  portend  ap- 
proaching hoftiiities.  But  before  we  proceed  to  a 
detail  of  the  incidents  which  were  the  immediate 
forerunners  of  the  war,  we  will  endeavour  to  con- 
vey a  juft  idea  of  the  dlfpute  concerning  Nova- 
Scotia  ;  which,  we  apprehend,  is  but  imperfedly 
underftood,  though  of  the  utmoft  importance  to 
the  intereft  of  Great  Britain, 

Nova  Scoda,   called  by  the  French  Acadia,  lies    Defcrlp- 
between  the  forty-fourth   and  fiftieth  degrees  of  ^'°"  '^^ 
north  latitude,  having  New  England  and  the  At-    gcotia. 
lantic  ocean  to  the  fouth  and  fourth-weft,  and  the 
river  and  gulph  of  St.  Laurence  to  the  north  and 
north-eaft.     The   winter,    which   continues   near 
feven  months  in  this  country,  is  intenfely  cold  ; 
and,   without  the  intervention  of  any  thing  that 
can  be  called  fpring,   it  is  immediately  fucceeded 
by  a  fummer,    the  heat  of  which  is  almoil  infup- 
portable,  but  of  no  long  continuance.     The  foil 
in  general  is  thin  and  barren,  tho'  fome  parts  of  it 
are  faid  to  be  equal  to  the  btfb  land  in  England. 
The  whole  country  is  covered  with  a  perpetual 
fog,   even  after  the  fummer  has  commenced.     It 
was  firfl  poffefled  by  the  French,   before  they  made 
any  eftablifiiment  in  Canada  ;  and  they,  by  dint  of 
induftry  and  indefatigable  perfeverance,  in  ftrug- 
gling  with  the  many  difficulties    they  neceffarily 
laboured  under  in   the  infancy  of  this  fettlt-ment, 
fubfifted  tolerably  well,  and  increafed  confiderably, 
with  very  little  afllilance  from  Europe ;    whiift  we, 
even  now,  fiiould  lofe   the   immenfe  expence  we 
bave  lalready  been  at  to  fettle  a  colony  there,  and 
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■^^'^'/i3^  fhonld  fee  all  our  endeavours  to  that  end  defeated, 
if  the  fupport  of  the  royal  hand  was  withdrawn 
but  for  a  moment. 

This  country,  by  the  poflVffion  of  which  an 
enemy  would  be  enabled  greatly  to  annoy  all  our 
other  colonies,  and,  if  in  the  hands  of  the  French, 
would  be  of  lingular  fervice  both  to  their  fifhery 
and  their  lugar-illands,  has  frequently  changed 
hands  from  the  French  to  the  Englifh,  and  from 
the  Englifh  back  again  to  the  French ;  until  our 
right  to  it  was  finally  fettled  by  the  twelfth  article 
pf  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which  all  the  country 
included  within  the  antient  limits  of  what  was 
called  Nova  Scotia,  or  Acadia,  was  ceded  to  the 
Englifh.  This  article  was  confirmed  by  the  treaty 
cf  Aix-la-Chapelle  ;  but  for  want  of  afcertaining 
ditlindly  what  were  the  bounds  intended  to  be 
fixed  by  the  two  nations,  with  refped  to  this  pro- 
vince, difputes  arofe,  and  commiffaries,  as  we  have 
pbferved,  v/ere  appointed  by  both  fides  to  adjutl 
the  litigation. 
SVact  ji^g  commifTaries  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain 

the^cTiA      conformed  themfelves  to  the  rule  laid  down  by  the 
pute  con-    treaty  itfelf,  and  afllgned  thofe  as  the  ancient  limits 
cerning      of  this  counrry  which  had  always  paiTed  as  fuch, 
ofVo^a^    from  the  very  earlieft  times  of  any  certainty  down 
Scona,        to  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  ;    which  the  two 
crowns  had   frequendy  declared  to   be  fuch,  and 
which  the  French  had  often  admitted  and  allowed. 
Thefe  limits  are,  the  fouthern  bank  of  the  river  St, 
Laurence  to  the  north,  and  Pentagoet  to  the  weft  : 
the  country  fituated  between  thefe  boundaries,  is 
that  which  the  French  received  by  the  treaty  of  St. 
,  Germain's,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 

and 
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and  thirty-two,  under  the  general  name  of  Acadia.    An.  1753 
Of  this   country,   thus  limited,   they  continued  in 
poiTcffion  from  that  period  to  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-four,   when  a  defcent 
was  made  upon  it  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Sedgwick.     That  thefe  were  then  the  undifputed 
limits  of  Acadia,   his  Britannic  majefty's  commif- 
faries   plainly  proved,    by  a  letter  of  Lewis  XIII. 
to  the  fieurs  Charnifay  and  La  Tour,   regulating 
their  jiirifdiftions  in  Acadia ;    by   the   fubfequenn 
commifTions  of  the  French  king  to  the  fame  per- 
fons,  as  governors  of  Acadia,    in  the  fequel  -,   and 
by  that  which  was  afterwards  granted  to  the  fietir 
Denys,   in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
fifty-four  ;  all  of  which  extend  the  bounds  of  this 
country  from  the  river  St.  Laurence  to  Pentagoet 
and  New  England.     That  thefe  were  the  notions 
of  the  French,  with  refped  to  the  ancient  limits  of 
this  province,  was  farther  confirmed   by  the  de- 
mand made  by  their  ambaffador,   in  the  courfe  of 
that  fame  year,  for  the  reititution  of  the  forts  Pen- 
tagoet, St.  John's,   and  Porc-royai,   as  forts  fitu- 
ated  in  Acadia. 

In  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty- 
two,  upon  the  revival  of  the  claim  of  F'^rance  to  the 
country  of  Acadia,  which  had  been  left  undecided 
by  the  treaty  of  Weftminfter,  the  French  ambaf- 
fador, then  at  the  court  of  London,  affigned  Pen- 
tagoet as  the  weftern,  and  the  river  St.  Laurence 
as  the  northern  boundary  of  that  country  ;  and  2I- 
ledged  the  reftitudon  of  Acadia  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty -two,  and  the  pof- 
fefilon  taken  by  France  in  confequence  thereof,  as 
well  as  the  continuD.tion  of  that  poircflion,  with  the 
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i^?n??753?  Tame  limits,  to  the  year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  fifty-four,  as  proofs  of  the  equity  and  validity 
of  the  claim  he  then  made :  in  which  claim,  and 
in  the  manner  of  fupporting  it,  he  was  particularly 
japproved  of  by  the  court  of  France,  The  fame 
court  afterwards  thought  it  fo  clear,  upon  former 
determinations  and  her  own  former  poffelTions, 
that  the  true  antient  boundaries  of  Acadia  were 
Pentagoet  to  the  weft,  and  the  river  St.  Laurence 
to  the  north,  that  flie  defired  no  fpecification  of 
limits  in  the  treaty  of  Breda,  but  was  contented 
with  the  rellitution  of  Acadia,  generally  named  : 
and,  upon  a  difpute,  which  arofe  in  the  execution 
of  this  treaty,  France  reafTerted,  and  Great  Britain, 

}  p.fter  fome  difcufTion,  agreed  to  the  abovemen- 
tioned  limts  of  Acadia  ;  and  France  obtained  pof- 
fefTion  of  that  copntry,  fo  bounded,  under  the 
treaty  of  Breda. 

The  fenfe  of  France  upon  this  fubjedl,  in  the 
years  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty-five^ 

.  and  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty  feven,  was 
alfo  clearly  manifefted,  in  the  memorials  deliverecj 
at  that  time  by  the  French  ambafl"ador  at  the  court 
of  London^  complaining  of  fome  encroachments 
jnade  by  the  Engliih  upon  the  coaft  of  Acadia :  he 
<defcribed  the  country  as  extending  from  ifle  Per- 
cee,  which  lies  at  the  entrance  of  the  river  of  St, 
Laurence,  to  St„  George's  ifland  :  and  again,  in 
^  fubfequent  complaint,  made  by  Monf.  Barillon 
and  Monf.  de  Bonrepaus,  to  the  court  of  Great 
Britain,  againft  the  judge  of  Pemaquid,  for  having 
feized  the  efre6ls  of  a  French  merchant  at  Penta- 
goet, which,  faid  they,  was  fituated  in  Acadia,  as 
jreftpred  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Breda. 

To 
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To  explain  the  fenfe  of  France,  touching  the  An.1753; 
bounds  of  Acadia  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred,  the  Britifti  commiflaries  produced  a  pro- 
pofal  of  the  French  ambaffador,  then  refiding  in 
Great  Britain,  to  reftrain  the  limits  of  that  country 
to  the  river  St.  George.  They  allb  inftanced  the 
furrender  of  Port-Royal  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  ten,  in  which  Acadia  is  de- 
fcribed  with  the  fame  limits  wich  which  France  had 
received  it  in  the  years  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
thirty-two,  and  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and 
fixty  feven.  And  further,  to  afcertain  the  fenfe 
of  both  crowns,  even  at  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  it- 
felf,  they  produced  the  queen  of  Great  Britain's 
jnftruflions  to  her  ambaffadors,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  {even  hundred  and  eleven,  in  which  they 
were  direfted  to  infill,  **  That  his  moil  Chriftian 
majefi:y  fliould  quit  all  claim  or  title,  by  virtue  of 
any  former  treaty,  or  otherwife,  to  the  country 
called  Nova  Scotia,  and  expreQy  to  Port- Royal, 
otherwife  Annapolis  Royal/'  To  thefe  they  added 
g  manifefi:  demonftration,  founded  on  indifputable 
fa6ls,  proving,  that  the  recital  of  the  feveral  forts 
of  right  which  France  have  ever  pretended  to  this 
country,  and  a  fpecification  of  both  terms,  Aca- 
dia, or  Nova  Scotia,  were  intended  by  Great  Bri- 
tain to  obviate  all  doubts  which  had  ever  been 
made  concerning  the  limits  of  Acadia,  and  to  com- 
prehend, with  more  certainty,  all  that  country 
which  France  had  ever  received  as  fuch  :  finally, 
to  fpecify  what  France  confidered  as  Acadia,  dur- 
ing the  treaty,  they  referred  to  the  offers  of  that 
prown  in  the  yiear  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
md  twelve,  in  which  ihe  propofed  to  reftrain  the 
5  boundary 
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An. 1753.  boundary  of  Acadia  to  the  river  St.  George,  as  a 
departure  from  its  real  boundary,  in  cafe  Great 
Britain  would  rellore  to  her  the  pofleffion  of  that 
country. 

From  all  thefe  fafts  it  plainly  appears,  that  Great 
Britain  demanded  nothing  but  what  the  fair  con- 
llruftion  of  the  words  of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  ne- 
cefTarily  implies  ;  and  that  it  is  impolTible  for  any 
thins;  to  have  more  evident  marks  of  candour  and 
fairnefs  in  it,  than  the  demand  of  the  Englifli  on 
this  occafion.      From    the   variety   of    evidence 
brought  in  fupport  of  this  claim,  it  evidently  re- 
fuits,   that   the  Englifh  commifTaries  affigned   no 
limits  as  the  ancient  limits  of  Acadia,    but  thofe 
which  France  herfelf  determined  to  be  fuch  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty  two  ;  and 
which  llie  poffeffed,  in  confequence  of  that  deter- 
mination, till  the  year  one   thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  fifty-four  :    that  in  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  fixry-two  France  claimed,  and  received  in  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-nine,   the  country 
which  Great  Britain  now  claims  as  Acadia,  refl:ored 
to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Breda  under  that  general 
denomination  :  that  France  never  confidered  Aca- 
dia as  having  any  other  limits  than  thofe  which 
were  affigned  to  it  from  the  year  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  to  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  ten  ;  and  that,  by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  fne  engaged   to  transfer  that  very  fame 
country,  as  Acadia,  which  France  has  always  af- 
ferted  and  pofTefiTed,  and  Great  Britain  now  claims, 
'     as  fuch. 

Should  the  crown  of  France^  therefore,  be  ever 
willing  to  decide  what  are  the  andent  limits  of  Aca- 
dia, 


GEORGE    11.  171 

dia,  by  her  own  declarations  fo  frequently  made  in  An.ijjj, 
like  difcufiions  upon  the  fame  point,  by  her  polTef- 
fions  of  this  country  for  almoft  a  century,  and  by 
her  defcription  of  Acadia,  during  the  negociation 
of  that  very  treaty  upon  which  this  doubt  is  raifed, 
fhe  cannot  but  admit  the  claim  of  Great-Britain  to 
be  conformable  to  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  to 
the  defcription  of  the  country  transferred  to  Great 
Britain  by  the  twelfth  article  of  that  treaty.  There 
is  a  confiftency  in  the  claim  of  the  Englifh,  and  a 
compleatnefs  in  the  evidence  brought  in  fupport  of 
it,  which  is  feldom  feen  in  difculTions  of  this  fort  j 
for  it  rarely  happens,  in  difputes  of  fuch  a  nature 
between  two  crowns,  that  either  of  them  can  fafe- 
ly  offer  to  have  its  pretenfions  decided  by  the 
known  and  repeated  declarations,  or  the  pofTeflions 
of  the  other. 

To  anfwer  the  force  of  this  detail  of  eoncluflve 
hiftorical  fafts,  and  give  a  new  turn  to  the  real 
queftion  in  difpute,  the  French  commiiTaries,  in 
their  memorial  laid  it  dov/n,  as  a  diftin(5lion  made 
by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  that  the  antient  limits  of 
Acadia,  referred  to  by  that  treaty,  are  different 
from  any  with  which  that  country  may  have  pafTed 
under  the  treaties  of  St.  Germain's  and  Breda ;  and 
then  endeavoured  to  fhevv,  upon  the  teftimonies 
of  maps  and  hiftorians,  that  Acadia  and  its  limits 
were  antiently  confined  to  theMbuth-eafbern  part 
of  the  peninfula.  In  fupport  of  this  fyflem,  the 
French  commiilaries  had  recourfeto  antient  maps 
and  hiftorians,  who,  as  they  afTerted,  had  ever  con- 
fined Acadia  to  the  limits  they  affigned.  They  al- 
iedged,  that  thofe  commifBons  of  the  French  go- 
vernment over  Acadia,  which  the  Englifh  cited  as 

evidences: 
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An.1753.  evidences  of  the  limits  they  claimed,  were  given  as 
commffioners  over  Acadia  and  the  country  around 
it,  and  not  over  Acadia  only :  that  the  whole  of 
the  country  claimed  by  the  Englifh,  as  Acadia, 
could  not  poflibly  be  fuppofed  ever  to  have  been 
confidered  as  fuch,  becaufe  many  parts  of  that  ter- 
ritory always  did,  and  ftill  do,  preferve  particular 
and  diftindt  names.  They  affirmed  New  France 
to  be  a  province  in  itfelf ;  and  argued,  that  many 
parts  of  what  we  claim  as  Acadia,  can  never  have 
been  in  Acadia,  becaufe  hiftorians  and  the  French 
commiffions  of  government  exprelly  place  them  in 
^New  France.  They  aflerced,  that  no  evidence  can 
be  drawn  of  the  opinion  of  any  crown,  with  refpeft 
to  the  limits  of  any  country,  from  its  declaration 
during  the  negotiation  of  a  treaty  •,  and,  in  the 
end,  relying  on  maps  and  hiftorians  for  their  an- 
tient  limits  of  Acadia,  they  pretended  that  the  ex- 
prefs  reftitution  of  St.  Germain's,  and  the  poffef- 
fion  taken  by  France  in  confequence  of  the  treaty 
of  Breda,  after  a  long  difcuffion  of  the  limits,  and 
the  declaration  of  France  during  the  negociation  of 
the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  were  foreign  to  the  point  in 
queftion. 

In  refutation  of  thefe  maxims,  the  Englilli  com- 
miflaries  proved,  from  an  examination  of  the  maps 
and  hiftorians  cited  by  the  French  in  fupport  of 
their  fyftem,  that  if  this  queftion  was  to  be  decided 
upon  the  authorities  which  they  themfelves  allowed 
to  beloncr,  and  to  be  applicable,  to  this  difcuffion, 
the  limits  which  they  afllgned  were  utterly  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  beft  maps  of  all  countries,  which 
are  authorities  in  point  for  almoft  every  part  of  the 
claim  of  Great  Britain.     They  (hewed,  that  the 

Frencli 
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French  hiftorians  Champlain  and  Denys,  and  par- 
ticularly this  laft,  with  his  commiffion  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-five,  affigned 
the  fame  northern  and  weftern  limits  to  Acadia 
which  they  did ;  and  that  Efcarbct,  another  of 
their  hiftorians,  as  far  as  any  evidence  can  be  drawn 
from  his  writings,  agrees  intirely  with  the  former 
two.  They  obferved.  that  all  thefe  evidences  fall 
in  with  and  confirm  the  better  authorities  of  trea- 
ties, and  the  feveral  tranfaflions  between  the  two 
crowns  for  near  a  century  paft  j  and  that  the  French 
commifTaries,  by  deviating  from  treaties,  and  the 
late  proceedings  of  the  two  crowns,  to  ancient 
hiftorians  and  maps,  only  made  a  tranfition  from 
an  authentic  to  an  infufficient  fort  of  evidence  5 
and  led  the  Englifti  commifTaries  into  an  inquiry, 
which  proved,  that  both  the  proper  and  the  im- 
proper, the  regular  and  the  foreign  evidence,  upon 
which  this  matter  had  been  refted,  equally  con- 
futed the  limits  alledged  by  the  French  commiila- 
ries  as  the  antient  limits  of  Acadia. 

While  the  Britifh  miniilry  depended  upon  the 
fuccefs  of  the  conferences  b  tween  the  commiffa- 
ries  of  the  two  crowns  at  Pans,  the  French  were 
aflually  employed  in  execuung  their  plans  of  en- 
croachment upon  the  Britifh  colonies  in  North 
America.  Their  fcheme  was  to  engrofs  the  whole- 
fur-trade  of  that  continent ;  and  they  had  already 
made  great  progrefs  in  extending  a  chain  efforts, 
conneding  their  fettlements  on  the  river  Miffiffippi 
with  their  pofiefiions  in  Canada,  along  the  great 
lakes  of  Erie  and  Ontario,  which  laft  iflues  in  the 
river  St.  Laurence,  By  thefe  means  they  hoped 
to  exclude  the  Englifti  from  all  communication 

and 
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^n«i753'  and  trafficwith  the  Indian  nations,  even  thofe  that 
lay  contiguous  to  the  Britifli  fettiements,  and  con- 
fine them  within  a  line  of  their  drawing,  beyond 
which  they  (hould  neither  extend  their  trade  nor 
plantations.  Their  commercial  fpirit  did  not  keep 
pace  with  the  gigantic  ftrides  of  their  ambition  : 
they  could  not  fupply  all  thofe  Indians  with  the  ne- 
ceflaries  they  wanted,  fo  that  many  of  the  natives 
had  recourfe  to  the  Englilh  fettiements  ;  and  this 
Commerce  produced  a  connedlion,  in  confequencei 
of  which  the  Britifli  adventurers  ventured  to  travel 
with  merchandize  as  tar  as  the  banks  of  the  fiver 
Ohio,  that  runs  into  the  MiffiiTippi,  a  great  way 
the  other  fide  of  the  Apalachean  mountains,  be- 
yond which  none  of  our  coloniils  had  attempted  to 
penetrate. 

The  traft  of  countfy  lying  along  the  Ohio  is  fo 
fertile,  pleafant,  and  inviting,  and  the  Indians, 
called  Twightees,  vv^ho  inhabit  thofe  delightful 
plains,  were  fo  well  difpofed  towards  a  clofe  alli- 
ance with  the  Englilh,  that  as  far  back  as  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  handred  and  fixteen,  Mr, 
Spotfwood,  governor  of  Virginia,  propofed  a  plan 
for  erefting  a  company  to  fettle  fuch  lands  upon 
this  river  as  fhould  be  ceded  to  them  by  treaty 
with  the  natives ;  but  the  defign  v^ras  at  that  time 
fruftrated,  partly  by  the  indolence  and  timidity  of 
the  Britifli  minifl:ry,  who  were  afraid  of  giving 
umbrage  to  the  French,  and  partly  by  the  jealou- 
fies  and  divifions  fubfiiling  between  the  different 
colonies  of  Great  Britain.  The  very  fame  circum- 
ilances  encouraged  the  French  to  proceed  in  their 
projeft  of  invafion*  At  length,  they  penetrated 
from  the  banks  of  the  river  Sc.  Laurence^  acrofs 
2  the 
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the  lake  Champlain,  and  upon  the  territory  of  New   An.1755, 
York,   built  with  impunity,   and,  indeed,  without 
oppofitioni  the  fort  of  Crown-Point,   the  mod  in- 
folent  and  dangerous  encroachment  that  they  had 
hitherto  carried  into  execution. 

Governor  Spotfwood's  fcheme  for  an  Ohio  com-  j^-^^  ^^^ 
pany  was  revived  immediately  after  the  peace  of  conduft 
Aix-la-Chapelle,   when  certain  merchants  of  Lon-    ^^  |^^ 
don,    who  traded  to  Maryland  and  Virginia,    peti-        'pg^^ 
tioned   the  government  on  this  fubjedl,    and  were 
indulged  not  only  with  a  grant  of  a  great  trail  of 
ground   to  the  fouthward   of  Penfylvania,   which 
they  promifed  to  fetde  ;  but  aifo  with  an  exclunve 
privilege  of  trading  with  the  Indians  on  the  banks 
of  the   river  Ohio.     This  defign  no  fooner  tranf- 
pired,   than  the  French  governor  of  Canada  took 
the  alarm,   and  wrote  letters  to  the  governors  of 
New-York  and  Penfylvania,  giving  them   to  un- 
derfland,   that   as  the  Englifh  inland  traders  had 
encroached   on  the  French  territories  and   privi- 
leges by  trading  with  the  Indians  under  the  pro- 
tection  of  his   fovereign,   he    would    feize  them 
wherever  they  could  be  found,  if  they  did  not  im- 
mediately defift  from  that  illicit  pra6lice.     No  re- 
gard being  paid  to  this  intimation,    he  next  year 
caufed  three  Britiih  traders  to  be  arrefted.     Their 
effeds  were  connfcated,  and  they  themfeives  con- 
veyed  to  Quebec,   from  whence   they  were  (hnt 
prifoners  to  Rochelle  in  France,  and  there  detaincvi 
in  confinement.     In  this   fituation   they  prefented 
a  remonftrance  to  the  earl  of  Albemarle,   at  that 
time  Englifh  ambaffador  in  Paris,   and  he  reclaim- 
ing   them   as  Britifh   fubjeds,    they   were    fet  at 
liberty.    Although,  in  anfwer  to  his  lordfliip's  me- 
morial. 
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An.i-;^^,  mofial,  the  court  of  Verfailles  promifed  to  tranfmit 
orders  to  the  French  governors  in  America  to  ufe 
all  their  endeavours  for  preventing  any  difputes 
that  might  have  a  tendency  to  alter  the  good  coi*- 
refpondence  eftablifhed  between  the  two  nations  j 
in  all  probability,  the  directions  given  were  the 
very  reverfe  of  thefe  profeflions :  for  the  French 
commanders,  partifans,  and  agents  in  Americaj 
took  every  fbep  their  bufy  genius  could  fuggeft> 
to  ftrengthen  their  own  power,  and  weaken  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Englifh,  by  embroiling  them  with 
the  Indian  nations.  This  talk  they  found  the  more 
eafy,  as  the  natives  had  taken  offence  againft  the 
Englifh,  when  they  underltood  that  their  lands 
■were  given  away  without  their  knowledge,  and 
that  there  was  a  defign  to  build  forts  in  their  coun-^ 
try,  without  their  confent  and  concurrence.  In- 
deed the  perfon  whom  the  new  company  employed 
to  furvey  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  concealed  his  de- 
fion  fo  carefully,  and  behaved  in  other  refpedts  in 
fuch  a  dark  myfterious  manner,  as  could  not  fail 
to  aroufe  the  jealoufy  of  a  people  naturally  inquili- 
tive,  and  very  much  addicted  to  fufpicion.  How 
the  company  propofed  to  fettle  this  acquifition  in 
defpite  of  the  native  poiTeflbrs,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
conceive :  and  ftill  more  unaccountable  that  they 
Ihould  have  negle6led  the  natives,  whofe  confent 
and  affitiance  they  might  have  procured  at  a  very 
fmall  expence.  Inftead  of  ading  fuch  a  fair,  open, 
and  honourable  part,  they  fent  one  Mr.  Gid 
to  make  a  clandeftine  furvey  of  the  country,  as 
far  as  the  falls  of  the  river  Ohio,  and,  as  we 
have  obferved  above,  his  condud  alarmed  both 
the  French  and  Indians,  The  eredion  of  this  com- 
pany 
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pany  was  equally  difagreeabie  to  the  feparate  tra-  An.  1753. 
ders  of  Virginia  and  Penfylvania,  who  faw  them- 
felves  on  the  eve  of  being  deprived  of  a  valuable 
branch  of  traffic,  by  the  exclufive  charter  of  a  mo- 
nopoly ;  and  therefore  employed  their  emifiaries  to 
foment  thejealoufy  of  the  Indians. 

The  French   having  in    a  manner  commenced   ^^^^^r 
hoftilities   againft   the   Englifli,  and   adually  built 
forts  on  the  territories  of  the   Britiili  allies  at  Nia-    of  Virgi- 
oara,   and  on   the  lake  Erie,    Mr.  Hamilton,  pq-   i^i^tothe 

°  .  .  .      .  French 

vernor  ot  Penlylvania,  communicated   this   intelli-    comman- 
gence  to  the  affembly  of  the  province,   and  repre-   deratfort 
Tented  the  nece/Tity  of  ereding   truck-houfes,    or   S'lrlaRi, 
places  of  ftrength  and  fecurity,    on  the  river  Ohio,    g^^^f 
to  which  the  traders  might  retire  in  cafe  of  infult 
or  moleftation.     The  propofai  was   approved,  and 
money  granted  for  the  purpofe  j    but  the  aHembly 
could  not  agree  about   the  manner  in  which  they 
ihould   be   ereded  -,    and   in  the  mean    time  the 
French  fortified  themfelves  at  Jeifure,  and  conti- 
nued to  harrafs  the  traders  belonging  to  the  Britifh 
fettlements.      Repeated    complaints  of  thefe  en- 
croachments and  depredations  being    reprefented 
to  Mr.  Dinwiddie,   governor  of  Virginia,   he,  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  this  very  year,   fent  major 
Wafhington    with   a    letter   to   the   commanding 
officer  of  a  fort  which  the  French  had  built  on  the 
Riviere  au  Beuf,  which  falls  into  the  Ohio,  not  far 
from  the  lake  Erie.     In  this  letter  Mr.  Dinwiddie 
exprefled  his  furprize  that  the  French  ffiould  build 
forts  and  make  fettlements  on  the  river  Ohio,  in 
the  weftern  part  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,   belong- 
ing  to    the   crown  of  Great   Britain.      He  com- 
plained of  thefe  encroachments,   as  v/ell   as  of  the 
Numb.  4,  M  injur 
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.An.1753.   injuries  done  to  the  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain,   in 
open  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,    and  of  the 
treaties  adualiy  fubfifting  between  the  two  crowns. 
He  defired   to  know  by  whofe  authority  and  in- 
ftrudions    his  Britannic  majefty's    territories  had 
been  invaded  -,  and  required  him  to  depart  in  peace 
.v^'ithoLit  further  profecuting  a  plan,  which  muft  in- 
terrupt the  harmony  and  good  underftanding  which 
■  his  majefty  was  defirous   to  continue  and  cultivate 
with  the  nnoil  Chriftian  king.     To  this  fpirited  in- 
timation the  officer  replied,    That  it  was  not  his 
province  to  fpscify  the  evidence,   and  demonftrate 
the  right  of  the  king  his  mailer  to  the  lands  fituated 
on  the  river  Ohio  •,   but  he  wonld  tranfmit  the  let- 
ter to  the  marquis  du  Quefne,  and  adl  according 
to  the  anfwer  he  fhouid  receive  from  that  noble- 
man.    In  the  mean  time,  he  faid  he  did  not  think 
himfclf  obliged  to  obey  the  fummons  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  governor  •,  that  he  commanded  the  fort  by  vir- 
tue of  an  order  from  his  general,   to  which  he  was 
determined  to  conform  with  all  the  precifion  and 
refolution  of  a  good  officer.     Mr.  Dinwiddie  ex- 
peded    no   other  reply,   and  therefore    had    pro- 
jected a  fort  to  be  ereded  near  the  forks  of  the 
river.     The  province  undertoolc  to  defray  the  ex- 
pence,  and  the  flores  for  that  purpofe  were  already 
provided  •,  but,  by  fonie  fatal  overfight,  the  con- 
currence of  the  Indians  was  neither  obtained  nor 
folicited,  and  therefore  they  looked  upon  this  mea- 
fuTe  with  an  evil  eye,  as  a  manifeft  invafion  of  their 
property. 

While  the  French  thus  indud-riouQy  extended 
their  encroachments  to  the  fouthwarcl,  they  were 
n&t  idle  in  the  gulph  of  St.  Laurence  ^  but  feized 
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every  opportunity  of  diftreffing  the  Engliili  fettle-    An.  1753. 
ment  of  Nova-Scotia.     We  have  already  obferved,    p^j.^_ 
that  the  town  of  Halifax  was  no  fooner  builtj  than   dious 
they  fpirited  up  the  Indians  of  that  neighbourhood    pradices 
to  commit  hoftilities  againft  the  inhabitants^   fome    p^.^^l^^ 
of  whom  they  murdered,  and  others  they  carried   in  Nova 
prifoners  to  Louifoourg,  where  they  fold  them  for    Scotir. 
arms  and  amrrtunition  ;  the  French  pretending  that 
they  maintained   this  traffic  from  motives  of  pure 
compaffion,  in  order  to  prevent  the  mafiacre  of  the 
Englifh  captives,    whom,   however,    they  did  not 
fet  at  liberty,   without  exa6ting  an  exorbitant  ran- 
fom.     As   thefe  fculking  parties  of  Indians  were 
generally   direded    and    headed  by  French  com-* 
manders,   repeated  complaints  were  made  to  the 
governor  of  Louifbourg,   who  Hill  anfwered   thae 
his  jurifdiflion  did    not  extend    over  the  Indians, 
and  that  their  French  conduftors  were  chofen  from 
the  inhabitants  of  Annapolis,  who  thought  proper 
to  remain  in  that  country  after  it  was  ceded  to  the 
Englifli,    and   were   in  faft  the   fubje6ls  of  Great 
Britain.     Even  while  the  conferences  were  carried 
on  for  afcertaining  the  limits  of  Nova  Scotia,   the 
governor  of  Canada  detached  M.  La  Corne  with 
fome  regular  troops  and  a  body  of  militia  to  for-^ 
tify  a  poll  on  the   bay  of  Chigntflo,  on  pretence 
that  this  and  a  great  part  of  the  peninfula  belonged 
to  his  government.    The  poffeffion  of  this  poft  not 
only  fecured  to  the  Indians  of  the  continent  a  free 
entrance   into  the  peniufula,   and  a  fafe  retreat  in 
cafe  of  purfuit  i    but  alfo   encouraged   the  French 
inhabitants  of  Annapolis  to  rife  in  open  rebellion 
againft  the  Englilh  government. 

M  2  In. 
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An. 1 753.  In  the  fpring  of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
Major  hundred  and  fifty,  general  Cornwallis,  governor 
Laurence  of  Halifax,  detached  major  Laurence  with  a  few 
defeats  men  to  reduce  them  to  obedience.  At  his  ap- 
French  pfo^ch  they  burned  their  town  to  afhes,  forfook 
neutrals,  their  poffeffions,  and  threw  themfelves  under  the 
proteftion  of  M.  La  Corne,  who,  thus  reinforced, 
found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  fifteen  hundred  meOj 
well  provided  with  arms  and  ammunition.  Major 
Lawrence,  being  unable  to  cope  with  him  in  the 
field,  demanded  an  interview,  at  which  he  defired 
to  know  for  what  caufe  the  French  inhabitants  of 
Nova  Scotia  had  fiiaken  ofi^  their  allegiance  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  violated  the  neutrality 
which  they  had  hitherto  affedted  to  profefs.  The 
French  officer,  without  pretending  to  account  for 
their  behaviour,  gave  him  to  underftand  in  general 
terms,  that  he  had  orders  to  defend  his  poll,  and 
thefe  orders  he  was  determined  to  obey.  The  Eng- 
lifli  major,  finding  himfelf  too  weak  to  attack  their 
united  force,  and  having  no  orders  to  commit  hof- 
tilities  againil  any  but  the  Indians  and  their  open 
abettors,  returned  to  Halifax  without  having  been 
able  to  fulfil  the  purpofe  of  his  expedition.  Im- 
mediately after  his  retreat,  the  French  neutrals  (fo 
they  were  called)  returned  to  the  habitations  which 
they  had  abandoned ;  and,  in  conjun6tion  with  the 
Indians,  renewed  their  depredations  upon  the  in- 
habitants of  Halifax  and  its  dependent  fettlements. 
The  Englifli  governor,  juftly  incenfed  at  thefe 
outrages,  and  feeing  they  would  neither  fubmit 
to  the  Englifti  government  themfelves,  nor  allow 
others  to  enjoy  it  with  tranquillity,  refolved  to  ex- 
pel them  effedually  from  the  country  they  fo  ill  de- 
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ferved  to  poflfefs.     Major  Laurence  was  again,  de-   An.  1753. 
tached  with  a  thoufand  men,  tranfported  by  fea,  to 
Chignedto,  where  he  found  the  French  and  Indians 
intrenched,  in  order  to  difpute  his  landing,     Not- 
withftanding  this  oppofition,  he  made  a  defcent  with 
a  few  companies,  received  and  returned  a  fmart  fire, 
and,  rufhing  into  their  entrenchments,  obliged  them 
to  fly  with  the  utmoft  precipitation,  leaving  a  con- 
fiderable  number  killed  and  wounded  on  the  fpot. 
The  fugitives  faved  themfelves  by  croffing  a  river, 
on  the  further  bank  of  which  La  Corne  flood  at 
the  head  'of  his  troops,  drawn  up  in  order  to  re- 
ceive them  as  friends  and  dependants.     He  had  by 
this  time  eredled  a  fort,  which  he  denominated  Beau 
Sejour  i   and  now  the  Englifh  built  another  on  the 
oppofite  fide  of  the  river,  which  was  called  after  its 
founder  St.  Laurence.  This  being  provided  with  a 
good  garrifon,  ferved, as  a  check  upon  the  French, 
and   in  fome  meafure  retrained  the  incurfions  of 
their  barbarians.     Not  that  it  effe(ftually  anfwered 
this  purpofe-,   for   the    Indians   and    neutrals  ftill   The  little 
feized  every  opportunity  of  attacking  the  Englifh    l^^^  ° 
in  the  interior  part  of  the  peninfula.     In  the  courfe    mouth 
of  the  fucceeding  year  they  furpr  ized  the  little  town   t<urned 
of  Dartmouth  on   the  other  fide  of  Halifax- bay,   ^y J^^ 
where   they  killed  and  fcalped  a   good  number  of 
people,  and  carried  off  fome  prifoners. 

For  thefe  expeditions  the  French  always  fupplied 
them  with  boats,  canoes,  arms,  and  ammunition  ; 
and  indeed  they  were  conduced  with  fuch  care  and 
fecrecy,  that  it  was  almoft  impoffible  to  prevent 
their  fuccefs.  One  fure  remedy  againft  the  fudden 
and  ftolen  incurfions  of  thofe  favages  might  have 
been  found  in  the  ufe  of  fiaunch  hounds,  v*rhich 
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would  have  run  upon  the  foot,  detedled  the  fculk- 
ing  parties  of  the  Indians,  and  fruftrated  all  their 
ambufcades  :  but  this  expedient,  fo  eafy  and  prac- 
ticable, was  never  tried,  though  frequently  recom^ 
mended  in  public  to  the  attention  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  the  confideration  of  the  coloniils.  The 
Indians  continued  to  plunder  and  maflacre  the  Bii- 
tifh  fubje<fls  with  impunity,  and  were  countenanced 
by  the  French  government  in  that  country,  who 
nov7  ftrengthened  their  lodgment  on  the  neck  of 
the  peninfula  with  an  additional  fort,  diftinguifhed 
by  rhe  name  of  Baye-verte ;  and  built  a  third  at 
the  mouth  of  St.  John's  river,  on  the  north-fide  of 
the  bay  of  Fundy. 

All  thefe  previous  fteps  to  a  rupture  with  Eng- 
land were  taken  with  great  deliberation,  v/hile  the 
commiffari.'S  of  both  nations  were  difputing  about 
the  limits  of  the  very  country  which  they  thus  ar- 
rooantly  ufurped  •,  and  they  proceeded  to  perfect 
their  chain  of  forts  to  the  fouthward,  without  pay- 
in  o-  the  ieaft  regard  to  the  expoftulations  of  the 
Englifh  governorSj  or  to  a  memorial  prefented  at 
Verfailles  by  the  earl  of  Albemarle,  the  Britifh  mi- 
nifter.  He  demanded,  that  exprefs  orders  (hould 
be  lent  to  M  De  la  Jonquiere,  the  commander  for 
the  French  in  America,  to  delift  from  violence 
againil  the  Britifhjlibjecls  in  that  country  :  that 
ihe  fort  of  Niagara  fhould  be  immediately  razed  : 
that  the  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain,  who  had  been 
made  prifoners,  Ihould  be  (tt  at  liberty,  and  in- 
demnified for  the  loffcs.  they  had  fuftained  :  and 
ihat  the  perfons  who  had  committed  thefe  excefies, 
fiiould  be  punimed  in  an  exemplary  manner. 
True  i^  is,  fix  EnglilhmeOj  whom  they  had  un^ 

juftly 
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juftly  taken,  were  immediately  difmifltd  J  and  the  An. 1753. 
ambaffador  was  amufed  with  general  promifes  of 
fending  fuch  inftruaions  to  the  French  governor 
in  America,  as  Ihould  anticipate  any  canfe  of  com- 
plaint for  the  future :  but,  far  from  having  any  in- 
tention to  perform  thtfe  promifes,  the  court  of  Ver~ 
failles,  without  all  doubt,  exhorted  La  Jonqiiiere 
to  proceed,  in  bringing  its  ambitious  fchemes  to 
perfe6lion. 

Every  incident  in  America  feemed  to  prognofti-  Seffion  of 
cate  war,  when  the  feffion  of  parliament  was  opened  J^^^^ " 
on  the  fifteentn  day  of  November  :  yet  his  majefty,  opened, 
on  this  occafiok,  told  them.  That  the  events  of  the 
year  had  not  made  it  neceifary  for  him  to  offer  any 
thing  in  particular  to  their  confideraiion,  relating 
to  foreign  affairs.  He  even  declared,  That  the 
continuance  of  the  public  tranquillity,  and  the 
general  ftate  of  Europe,  remained  upon  the  fame 
footing  as  when  they  lad  parted ;  and  affured  them 
of  his  fteadinefs  in  purfuing  the  mofl  effeeluai 
meafures  to  preferve  to  his  people  the  bleffings  of 
peace.  He  exprefled  uncommon  concern  that  che 
horrid  crimes  of  robbery  and  murder  were  of  lace 
rather  increafed  than  diminifhed,  and  earneftly  re- 
commended this  important  objedl  to  their  ferious 
attention. 

Affedionate  addreOes  were  prefented  by  both 
houfes  in  anfwer  to  this  harangue  ;  and,  what  was 
very  remiarkabie,  they  were  propofed  and  pafied 
without  queflion  or  debate. 

The  commons  continued  the  fame  number  of  Supplies 
feamen  and  land-forces  for  the  enfuing  year  which    ^^"^^ 
had  been  granted  in  the  laft  feiTion,   and  made  fuit- 
abie  prQvifion  for  all  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate. 

M  4.  The 
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An.  1753.  The  whole  fupply  amounted  to  two  millions  feven 
hundred  ninety-ieven  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
fixteen  pounds  ten  (hillings  and  two-pence,  to  be 
raifed  by  a  land-tax  of  two  {hillings  in  the  pound, 
malt-tax,  a  continuation  of  certain  dunes  on  wine, 
vinegar,  cyder,  and  beer  imported,  a  fum  taken 
from  the  finking-fund,  and  the  overplus  of  certain 
grants,  funds,  and  duties.  The  pro /ifions  made 
confiderably  exceeded  the  grants  5  but  this  excefs 
was  chargeable  with  the  intereft  of  what  fhould  be 
borrowed  upon  the  credit  of  the  land  or  malt-tax, 
there  being  a  claufe  of  credit  in  both,  as  alfo  with 
the  deficiency  (if  any  fhouid  happen;  in  the  fums 
they  were  computed  to  produce.  The  houfe 
aareed  to  all  thefe  refolutions  almoft  unanimoufly  : 
indeed,  no  oppofition  was  made  to  any  of  them, 
but  that  for  continuing  the  fame  number  of  land- 
forces,  which  was  carried  by  a  great  majority. 

jA»pezl  Y\iQ   ad   permitting  Tews    to   be    naturalized, 

OT  the  10^ 

adl  tor        which  had,  during  the  kit  feffion,  triumphed  over 
natura-      fuch  an  obftinate  oppofition,  was  by  this  time  be- 
lizing         come  the  obje6lof  national  horror  and  execration. 
'         Every  part  of  the  kingdom    refounded  with  the 
reproach  of  the  miniftry  who  had  enforced  fuch  an 
odious  meafure  ;  and   the  two  brothers,    who  en- 
groiTed  the  greater   part  of  the    adminiftration, 
trembled  at   the  profped    of  what  this  clamour 
might  produce  at  the  general  elcdion,  this  being 
the  lad  fc'ffion  of  the  prefent  parliament.     So  eager 
were  the  minifters    to     anul  this  unpopular  mea- 
fure, that,  immediately  after  the  peers  had  agreed 
to  the   nature  and  form  of  an  addrefs  to  his  ma- 

ieft,    the  d of  N ,  with  that   precipitation 

fo  peculiar  to  his  charafter,  poured  forth  an  ab- 
rupt 
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rupt  harangue,  in  that  houfe,  importing,   that  the   An.iysr 

diflafFe6lcd  had  made  an  handle  of  the  aft  paxTed 

laft  feflion,  in  favour  of  the  Jews,  to  raife  difcon- 

tents  among  many  of  his  majefty's  good  fubjedls; 

and  as  the  a<5t  was  in  itfelf  of  little  importance,  he 

was  of  opinion  it  ought  to   be  repealed :   for  this 

purpofe  he  preiented  a  bill  ready  framed,   which 

was  read  and  committed,  though  not  without  fome 

debate. 

The  naturalization-bill,  now  devoted  as  a  facri- 
fice  to  the  refentment  of  the  people,  contamed  a 
claufe  difabling  all  naturahzed  Jews  from  pur« 
chafing,  inheriting,  or  receiving  any  advowfon  or 
prefentation,  or  right  to  any  ecclefiaftical  benefice 
or  promotion,  fchool,  hofpital,  or  donative ;  and 
by  the  lint  draught  of  the  bill,  which  his  grace 
now  preiented,  it  was  intended  that  this  claufe 
fhouid  not  be  repealed.  It  was  the  opinion,  how- 
ever, of  the  majority,  that  fuch  a  claufe  (landing 
unrepealed  might  imply,  that  the  Jews,  by  being 
thus  exprefly  excluded  from  the  polTeffion  of  any 
ecclefiaftical  right  of  prefentation,  would  be  confi- 
dered  as  having  the  power  and  privilege  of  pur- 
chafing  and  inheriting  any  lay-property  in  the 
kingdom.  On  this  confideration  an  amendment 
was  made  in  the  bill,  the  claufe  in  queftion  was  left 
out,  and  the  whole  afl  of  naturalization  repealed 
without  exception  -f. 

t  The  reverend   bench  of  quiefced  in  the  propofed  re- 

bifhops  had,  with  a  laudable  peal  with  the  fame  paflive  dif- 

fpirit    of    chriftian   meeknefs  cretion,   though   one  of  the 

and   philanthropy,    generally  number    contended   for    the 

approved   of  the   indulgence  faving  claufe,  which  the  duke 

granted     to     their     Hebrew  of  N — had  recommended. 


brethren  ;    and  now  they  ac- 


Though 
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An.1753,  Though  the  lords,  in  general,  concurred  in  the 
expediency  of  the  repeal,  it  was  oppofed  by  fome 
few,  as  too  great  a  facrifice  to  the  idle  and  un- 
founded clamours  of  the  multitude  j  and  upon  this 
fide  of  the  debate  a  great  power  of  elocution  was 
difplayed  by  earl  Temple,  who  had  lately  fuc- 
ceeded  to  this  title  on  the  death  of  his  mother,  a 
nobleman  of  diftinguifhed  abilities,  and  the  mofl 
amiable  difpofition,  frank,  liberal,  humane,  and 
zealoufly  attached  co  the  intereft  and  honour  of  his 
country. 

In  the  lower  houfe  the  members  of  both  parties 
feemed  to  vie  with  each  ot^^er  in  demonftrations  of 
averfion  to  this  unpopular  ad.  On  the  very  firft 
day  of  the  feffion,  immediately  after  the  motion 
for  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty.  Sir  James  Dalhwood, 
an  eminent  leader  in  the  oppofirion,  gave  the  com- 
mons to  underftand,  that  he  had  a  motion  of  very 
grreat  importance  to  make,  which  would  require 
the  attention  of  every  member,  a?  foon  as  the  mo- 
tion for  the  addrefs  {hould  be  difcufled  :  he  there- 
fore defired  they  would  not  quit  the  houfe,  until 
he  fliould  have  an  opportunity  to  explain  his  pro- 
pofal.  Accordingly  tHey  had  no  fooner  agreed  to 
the  motion  for  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  majefty, 
than  he  ftood  up  again-,  and  having  expatiated 
upon  the  juft  and  general  indignation  which  the 
a6t  of  tbe  preceding  feffion,  in  favour  of  the  Jews, 
had  raifed  among  the  people,  he  moved  to  order, 
that  the  houfe  fhould  be  called  over  on  Tuefday 
the  fourth  day  of  December,  for  taking  that  aft 
into  confideration  :  but  being  given  to  underftand, 
that  it  was  not  ufual  to  appoinr  a  call  of  the  houfe 
im  any  particular  purpofe,  he  agreed  that  the  mo- 
tion 
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tion  fliould  be  general.     It  was  feconded  by  lord  An.  175 3* 
Parker^  his  oppofice  in  political  interefts  :  the  houfe 
agreed  to  it  without  oppofition,  and   the  call  was 
ordered  accordingly.     They  were  anticipated  how- 
ever by  the  lords,  who  framed  and  tranfmitted  to 
them  a  bill  on  the  fame  fubjefl.     To  the  purport 
of  it  the  commons  made  no  objedion  i   for  every 
member,  having  the  fear  of  the  general  eledtion, 
before  his  eyes,  carefully  avoided  every  expreflion 
which  could  give  umbrage  to  his  conftituents :  but 
violent  oppofition  was  made  to  the  preamble,  which 
ran  in  the  following  drain  :  "  Whereas  an  ad:  of 
parliament  was  made  and  paffed    in  the  twenty^ 
fifth  year  of  his  majefty's  reign,   intituled.  An  ad: 
to  permit  perfons  profefling  the  JewiOi  religion  to 
be  naturalized  by  parliament,   and  for  orher  pur- 
pofcs  therein  mentioned  9  and  whereas  occaiion  has 
been  taken,  from  the  faid  ad,  to  raife  difcontents 
and  difquiets  in  the  minds  of  his  majefty's  fubjeds, 
be  it  enaded,  &c."     This  introdudion  was  confi- 
dered  as  an  unjuft  refledion  upon  the  body  of  the 
people  in  general,  and    in  particular   upon  thofe 
who  had  oppofed  the  bill  in  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
ceding felTion.     Sir  Roger   Newdigate   therefore 
moved,  that  the  expreffion  lliould  be  varied  to  this 
effed:   "Whereas  great  difcontents  and  difquie- 
tudes  had  from^the  fad  ad  arifen."     The  confe- 
quence  of  this  motion  was  an  obftinate  debate,  in 
which  it  was  fupported  by  the  earl  of  Eg — t,  and 
divers  other  able  orators  •,   but  Mr,  Pclham  and 

Mr.  P- '  were  numbered  among  its  oponentf. 

The  queftion  being  put  for  the  propofed  alteration, 
it  was  of  courfe  carried  in  the  negative  :  the  bill, 
ftfter  the   third    reading,  pafTed  nemine  contradi- 

cente^, 


i83 
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cente,     and    in    due    time    obtained    the  royal 
afient. 

Even  this  concefllon  of  the  miniftry  did  not  al- 
lay the  refentment  of  the  people,  and  their  appre- 
henfions  of  encroachment  from  the  Jews.  Another 
ad  ftill  fubfifted,   by  virtue  of  which  any  perfon 
profeffing  the  Jewifh  religion  might  become  a  free 
denizon  of  Great  Britain,  after  having  refided  fe- 
ven  years  in  any  of  his  majedy's  colonies  in  Ame- 
rica i  and  this  was  now  confidered  as  a  law  having 
the  fame  dangerous  tendency,  of  which  the  other 
was  now  in  a  fair  way  of  being  convidled.     It  was 
moved  therefore  in   the  lower  houfe,  thar  part  of 
this  former   acl  might  be  read  :   then    the   fame 
member  made  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  defiring,   that  the  houfe  might  have  the  pe- 
rufal  of  the  lifts  tranfmitted  from  the  American  co- 
lonies to  the  commiffioners  for  trade  and  planta- 
tions, containing  the  names  of  all  fuch  perfons  pro- 
feffing the  Jewilh  religion  as   had  intitled  them- 
felves  to  the  benefit  of  the  faid  a6l  fince  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty. 

Thefe  lifts  were  accordingly  prefented,  and  left 
upon  the  table  for  the  perufai  of  the  members : 
but  as  this  act  contained  no  limitation  of  time 
"within  which  the  benefit  of  it  ftiould  be  claimed, 
and  as  this  claim  was  attended  with  a  good  deal  of 
trouble  and  feme  expence,  very  few  perfons  had 
availed  themfelves  of  it  in  that  period.  Neverthe- 
Jefs,  as  a  great  number  of  Jews  were  already  intit- 
led to  claim  this  indulgence,  and  as  it  remained 
an  open  channel  through  which  Great  Britain 
might  be  deluged  with  thofe  people,  all  of  whom 
the  law  would  hold  as  natural- bora  fubjeds,  and 

their 
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their  progeny  as  freed  from  all  the  reftridions  con-  An.i754« 
tained  in  the  ad,  with  refped  to  naturalized  fo- 
reigners, lord  Harley  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill,  to  repeal  fo  much  of  the  faid  act  as  related 
toperfons  profefilng  thejewifh  religion,  who  fliould 
come  to  fettle  in  any  Britifh  colony  after  a  certain 
time.  The  motion  was  feconded  by  Sir  James 
Dafhwood,  and  fupported  by  the  earl  of  Egmont  i, 
but  being  found  unequal  to  the  intereft  and  elocu- 
tion of  Mr.  Pelham  and  Mr.  P---,  was  rejected  by 
the  majority. 

The  next  objed   that  claimed  the   attention  of  Mutiny 
the  commons,  was  a  bill  for  improving  the  regula-  ^'^^  ^°^ 
tions  already  made  to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  a   ^j^.^  ^^ 
contagious  diftemper,    which    raged  among  the  the  Eail 
horned  cattle  in  different   parts  of  the  kingdom.   I"^'^ 
The  iaft  bill  of  this  feffion,  that  had  the  good  for-   ^^*"P^^^ 
tune  to  fucceed,  was  brought  in  for  punifhing  mu- 
tiny and  defertion  of  officers  and  foldiers  in  the 
fervice  of  the  Eaft  India  company,   and   for  the 
punifhment  of  offences  committed  in   the  Eaft  In- 
dies and  the  iiland  of  St.  Helena.     This  being  a 
meafure  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature,   all   the 
members  were  ordered  to  attend  the  houfe  on  the 
day  fixed  for  the  fecond  reading  :   at  the  fame  time 
all  charters,  commiiTions,  and  authorities,  by  which 
any  powers  relative  to  a  military  jurifdi6lion,  or  the 
cxercife  of  martial  law,   had  been  granted  or  de- 
rived from  the  crown  to  the  faid  company,  were 
fubmitted  to  the  perufal  of  the  members.    The  bill 
was  by  many  confidered  as  a  dangerous  extenfion  of 
military  power,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  civil  rights 
enjoyed  by  Britifli  fubjedls,  and  as  fuch  violently 
contefted  by  the  earl  of  Egmont,  lord  Strange,  and 
I  Mr, 


L— e. 
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An. 1 754.  Mr.  Alderman  Beckford.  Their  objedions  were 
anf^ered  by  the  folicitor-general  and  Mr.  Yorke. 
The  bill,  afcer  fonfie  warm  debates,  being  efpoufed 
by  the  miniftry,  was  enadted  into  a  law,  and  dif*- 
patched  to  the  Eaft  Indies  by  the  firft  opportu- 
nity. 

Cafe  of  Some  other  motions  were  made,   and  petitions 

prefented  on  different  fubje6ls,  which,  as  they 
mifcarried,  it-will  be  unnecefiary  to  particularize.  It 
may  not  be  amifs,  however,  to  record  an  exem- 
plary aft  of  juftice  done  by  the  commons  on  aper- 
fon  belonging  to  a  public  office,  whom  they  de- 
tefted  in  th  e  praflice  of  fraud  and  impofition.  Not- 
withftanding  the  particular  care  taken  in  the  lafl: 
fefiion  to  prevent  the  monopolizing  of  tickets  in 
the  ftate-lottery,  all  thofe  precautions  had  been 
eluded  in  a  fcandalous  manner  by  certain  individu- 
als, intruded  with  the  charge  of  delivering  the 
tickets  to  the  contributors  according  to  the  intent 
of  the  a6l,  which  exprefly  declared,  that  not  more 
than  twenty  ihould  be  fold  to  any  one  perfon. 

Inftead  of  conforming  to  thefe  directions  of  the 
legiflature,  they  and  their  friends  engroffed  great 
numbers,  iheltering  themfelves  under  a  falfe  lift  of 
feigned  names  for  the  purpofe  ;  by  which  means 
they  not  only  defeated  the  equitable  intention  of  the 
commons,  but  in  fome  meafure  injured  the  public 
credit  •,  inafmuch  as  their  avarice  had  prompted 
them  to  fubfcribe  for  a  greater  number  than  they 
had  calh  to  purchafe ;  fo  that  there  was  a  deficiency 
in  the  firft  payment,  which  might  have  had  a  bad 
effeft  on  the  public  affairs.  Thefe  practices  were 
fo  flagrant  and  notorious  as  to  attradt  the  notice  of 
the  lower  houfe,  where  an   inquiry  was  begun  and 
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profccuted  with  a  fpirit  of  real  patriotifm,  in  oppo-  An.  1754. 
iition  to  a  fcandalous  cabal,  who  endeavoured  with 
equal  eagernefs  and  perfeverance  to  fcreen  the  de- 
linquent. All  their  efforts,  however,  proved  abor- 
tive ;  and  a  committee,  appointed  to  examine  par- 
ticulars, agreed  to  feveral  fevere  refolucions  againft 
one  L — ,  who  had  amaffed  a  large  fortune  by 
this  and  other  kinds  of  peculation.  They  voted 
him  guilty  of  breach  of  truft,  and  a  dired  violation  - 
of  the  lottery-a6t-,  and  an  addrefs  was  prefented  to 
his  majcfty,  defining  he  might  be  profecuted  by  the 
attorney- general  for  thele  offences.  He  was  ac- 
cordingly fued  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  and 
payed  a  fine  of  one  thoufand  pounds,  for  having 
committed  frauds  by  which  he  had  gained  forty 
times  that  fum  -,  but  he  was  treated  with  fuch  gen- 
tlenefs  as  remarkably  denoted  the  clemency  of  that 
tribunal. 

The  feffion  ended  in   the  beginning  of  April,    Clofe  of 
when  the  king  gave  the  parliament  to  underftand   ^^^  ^^^ 

that  he  fliould  fay  nothine;  at  prefent  on  foreign    l-'^"  ° 
.       f,  , .    f.  °     this  par- 

affairs  ;    but  affured  him  of  his  fixed  refolution  to  liament. 

exert  his  whole  power  in  maintaining  the  general 
tranquillity,  and  adhering  to  fuch  meafures  for  that 
purpofe,  as  he  had  hitherto  purfued  in  conjun6lion 
with  his  allies.  He  in  very  affedionate  terms  thank- 
ed both  houfes  for  the  repeated  proofs  they  had  given 
of  their  zealuus  attachment  and  loyalty  to  his  per-  • 
fon  and  government.  He  enumerated  thefalutary 
meafures  they  had  taken  for  leffening  the  national 
debt,  and  augmenting  the  public  credit,  extending 
navigation  and  commerce,  reforming  the  morals  of 
the  people,  and  improving  the  regulations  of  civil 

ceco- 
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An.1754.  oeconomy.  He  concluded  with  declaring,  that  he 
fecurely  relied  upon  the  loyalty  and  good  afFedtion 
of  his  people,  and  had  no  other  aim  than  their  per- 
manent happineis. 

In  a  little  time  after  the  clofe  of  this  fefBon  they 
were  dilTolved  by  proclamation,  and  new  writs  ilTu- 
^      ed  by  the  lord  chancellor  for  convoking  a  new  par- 
liament.   The  fame  ceremonies  were  pradlifed  with 
refped  to  the  convocations  of  Canterbury  and  York, 
though  they  no  longer  retained  their  former  impor- 
tance j  nor,  indeed,  were  they  fuffered  to  fit  and  de- 
liberate upon  the  fubje^s  which  formerly  fell  under 
their  cognizance  and  difcuflion. 
Death  of        ^^  ^^^   beginning   of   March   the   miniftry  of 
Mr.  Pel-     Great  Britain  had  been  left  without  a  head  by  the 
ham,  and    (jgath  of  Mr.  Pelham,  which  was  not  only  fincerely 
the  mini-    I^nf^ented  by  his  fovereign,  but  alfo  regretted  by 
ftry,  the  nation  in  general,   to  whole  afFedion  he  had 

powerfully  recommended  himfelf  by  the  candour 
and  humanity  of  his  condudl  and  charafler,  even 
while  he  purfued  meafures  which  they  did  not  en- 
tirely approve.  The  lofs  of  fuch  a  minifcer  was  the 
more  deeply  felt  by  the  government  at  this  junc* 
ture,  being  the  eve  of  a  general  ele(5lion  for  a  new 
parliament,  when  every  adminiflration  is  fuppofed 
to  exert  itfelf  with  redoubled  vigilance  and  circum- 
fpedion.  He  had  already  concerted  the  meafures 
for  fecuring  a  majority,  and  his  plan  was  faithfully 
executed  by  his  friends  and  adherents,  who  ftill 
engrofled  the  adminiftration.  His  brother,  the 
duke  of  Newcaftle,  was  appointed  firft  lord  com- 
miffioner  of  |the  treafury,  and  fucceeded  as  fecre- 
tary  of  Itate  by  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon,  who  had 

Ions 
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long  refided  as  ambaiTador  at  the  court  of  Vienna.  •^"'  '754- 
The  other  department  of  this  office  was  ftill  re- 
tained by  the  earl  of  HoldernelTe,  and  the  funcSeion 
of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was  performed  as 
ufual  by  the  lord  chief  juilice  of  the  King's  Bench, 
until  a  proper  perfon  could  be  found  to  fill  that 
important  office  :  but  in  the  courfe  of  the  fummer 
it  was  bellowed  upon  Mr,  Legge,  who  acquitted 
himfelf  with  equal  honour  and  capacity.  Divers 
other  alterations  were  made,  of  lefs  importance  to 
the  public.  Sir  George  Lyttleton  was  appointed 
cofferer,  and  the  earl  of  Hilllborough  comptroller 
of  the  houfhold.  Mr.  George  Greenville,  bro- 
ther to  earl  Temple,  became  treafurer  of  the 
navy  •,  and  Mr.  Charles  Tov/nfhend,  of  whom  we 
fhall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  in  the  feqiiel,  took 
place  as  a  commiiTioner  at  the  board  of  admiralty, 
in  the  room  of  lord  Barrington,  made  mafter  of 
the  wardrobe.  Lord  Hardwicke,  the  chancellor, 
was  promoted  to  the  dignity  of  earl.  The  place 
of  lord  chief  juftice  of  the  King's  Bench  becoming 
vacant  by  the  death  of  Sir  William  Lee,  was  filled 
with  Sir  Dudley  Rider,  and  he  was  fucceeded  by 
Mr.  Murray  in  the  office  of  attorney- general. 

The  elections  for  the  new  parliament  general! v  m 

.         ^  ^ .   .        ^    New  par- 

fucceeded  according  to  the  wifn  or  the  miniftry ;   liament 

for  oppoiition  was  now  dwindled  down  to  the  low-   aflembled 

eft  ftate  of  imbecillity.     It  had  received  a  mortal   ^"^  P^' 

wound  by  the  death  of  the  late  prince  of  Wales, 

whofe  adherents  were  too  wile  to  purfue  an  io-nis 

s.  O 

fatuus,  v/ichout  any  profpeft  of  fuccefs  or  advan- 
tage. Some  of  them  had  prudently  fung  their 
palinodia  to  the  miniftry,  and  been  gratified  with 
profitable  employments  -,  while  others,  fetting  too 
Numb.  V.  N  great 


pro- 
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An.  1754.  great  a  price  upon  their  own  importance,  kept 
aloof  until  the  market  was  over,  and  were  left  to 
pine  in  fecret  over  their  difappointed  ambition. 
The  maxims  of  Toryifm  had  been  relinquifhed  by 
many,  as  the  barren  principles  of  a  lofmg  game  : 
the  body  of  the  people  were  conciliated  to  the  efta- 
blilhed  government ;  and  the  harmony  that  now, 
for  the  firft  time,  fubfjfted  among  all  the  branches 
of  the  royal  family,  had  a  wonderful  efFe6t  in  ac- 
quiring a  degree  of  popularity  which  they  had 
never  before  enjoyed. 

The  writs  being  returned,  the  new  parhament 
was  opened  on  the  laft  day  of  May  by  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  and  fome  other  peers,  who  adted  by 
virtue  of  a  commiiTion  from  his  majefty. 

The  commons  having  chofen  for  their  fpeaker 
the  right  honourable  Arthur  Onflow,  who  had 
honourably  filled  that  high  office  in  four  preceding 
parliaments,  he  was  prefented  and  approved  by  the 
commifTioners.  Then  the  lord  high  chancellor  ha- 
rangued both  houfes,  given  them  to  underfland, 
that  his  majefty  had  indulged  them  with  this  early 
opportunity  of  coming  together,  in  order  to  com- 
pleat,  without  lofs  of  time,  certain  parliamentary 
proceedings,  which  he  judged  would  be  for  the 
fatisfadion  of  his  good  fubjefts ;  but  he  did  not 
think  proper  to  lay  before  them  any  points  of  ge- 
neral bufmefs,  referving  every  thing  of  that  nature 
to  the  ufual  time  of  their  affembiing  in  the  winter. 
On  the  fifth  day  of  June  this  fhort  feflion  was 
clofed,  and  the  parliament  prorogued  by  the  lords 
commiflioners. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year  violent  difputes 

arofe  between  the  government  and  the  houfe  of 
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commons  in  Ireland,  on  the  almofl  forgotten  fub-    An.  1754. 
je6ts  of  privilege  and  prerogative.     The  commons    Difputes 
conceived  they  had  an  undoubted  right  to  apply   ipthepar- 
the  furplus  of  their  revenue  towards  national  pur-   j^gj^^"^  ° 
pofes,  without  the  confent  of  their  fovereign  •,  and  concern- 
accordingly,   in  the  year  oae  thoufand  feven  hun-   ing  prero- 
dred  and  forty-nine,  prepared  a  bill  with  this  pre-   g^tiy^^n^ 
amble  :     "  Whereas  on  the  twenty-fifth   day  of  *  * 

March  lafi;  a  confiderable  ballance  remained  in  the 
hands  of  the  vice-treafurers  or  receivers-general  of 
the  kingdom,  or  their  deputy  or  deputies,  unap- 
plied; and  it  will  be  for  your  majelly's  fervice, 
and  for  the  eafe  of  your  faithful  fubjeds  in  this 
kingdom,  that  fo  much  thereof  as  can  be  conve- 
niently fpared  fhould  be  payed,  agreeable  to  your 
majefty's  moft  gracious  intentions,  in  difcharge  of 
part  of  the  national  debt." 

This  appropriation  gave  great  offence  to  the  ad- 
vocates for  prerogative  in  England,  who  affirmed, 
that  the  commons  had  no  right  to  apply  any  part 
of  the  unappropriated  revenue,  nor  even  to  take 
any  fuch  affair  into  confideration,  without  the  pre- 
vious confent  of  the  crown,  exprelfed  in  the  moll 
explicit  terms.  It  was  in  confequence  of  this  doc- 
trine, that  the  duke  of  Dorfet,  lord  lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  told  them  in  the  next  feffion  of  parliament, 
held  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-one,  he  was  commanded  by  the  king  to  ac- 
quaint them,  that  his  majefty,  ever  attentive  to 
the  eafe  and  happinefs  of  his  fubje6ts,  would  gra- 
ciouQy  confent,  and  recommended  it  to  them, 
that  fuch  a  part  of  the  money  then  remaining  in 
his  treafury,   as  fliould  be  thought  confiftent  with 
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An.  1754.   the  public  fervice,   l^e  applied  towards  the  further 
rediidion  of  the  national  debt. 

This  declaration  alarmed  the  commons,  zealous 
as  they  were  for  the  prefervation  of  their  privileges  •, 
and  in  their  addrefs  of  thanks,  which,  like  that  of 
the  parliament  of  Great-Britain,  lifed  always  to 
eccho  back  the  words  of  the  fpeech,  they  made 
no  mention  of  his  majefty's  confent  ;  but  only  ac- 
knowledged his  gracious  attention  to  their  eafe  and 
happinels,  in  recommending  to  them  the  application 
of  the  furplus.  They  accordingly  refolved  to  apply 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds^  of  that 
overplus  towards  a  difcharge  of  the  national  debt  -, 
and  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill,  framed  for  this 
purpofe,  made  no  mention  of  his  majefty's  confent,- 
though  before  they  had  acknowledged  his  good- 
nefs  in  recommending  this  application. 

The  miniftry  in  England  vv^ere  highly  offended 
at  this  purpofed  omiffion,  which  they  conftrued 
into  a  wilful  encroachment  on  the  prerogative ;  and 
the  bill  was  fent  back  with  an  alteration  in  the  pre- 
amble, fignifying  his  majefty's  confent  as  well  as 
recommendation. 

The  Irifti  houfe  of  commons  being  at  that  time 
deeply  engaged  in  a  minute  inquiry  into  the  con- 
dud  of  a  gentleman,  a  fervant  to  the  crown,  anid 
a  member  of  their  own  houfe,  accufed  of  having 
mifapplied  a  large  fum  of  money  with  which  he 
had  been  intrufted,  for  rebuilding  or  repairing  the 
barracks,  were  now  unv/illing  to  embroil  them- 
felves  further  with  the  government,  until  this  affair 
fnould  be  difcuffed.  They  therefore  paffed  the  bill 
with  the  alteration,  and  proceeded  with  their  in- 
quiry.. 
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quiry.  The  perfon  was  convi6led  of  having  mil-  An.  1754. 
applied  the  public  money,  and  ordered  to  make 
the  barracks  fit  for  the  reception  and  accommoda- 
tion of  the  troops,  at  his  own  expence.  They  did 
not,  hov/ever,  neglefl  to  affert  what  they  thought 
their  rights  and  privileges,  when  the  next  oppor- 
tunity occurred. 

The  duke  of  Dorfet,  when  he  opened  the  feiTion 
of  this  year,  .repeated  the  exprefiion  of  his  majefty's 
gracious  confent,  in  mentioning  the  furplus  of  the 
public  money.  They  again  omitted  that  word  in 
their  addrefs;  ar^.d  refolved,  in  their  bill  of  appli- 
cation, not  only  to  fmk  this  odious  term,  but  like- 
wife  to  abate  in  their  com.piaifance  to  the  crown,  by 
leaving  out  that  expreffion  of  grateful  acknov/- 
Icdgment,  which  had  met  with  fuch  a  cold  recep- 
tion above.  - 

By  this  time  the  conteft  had  kindled  up  two 
violent  factions,  and  diffufed  a  general  fpirit  of 
refentment  through  the  whole  Irifh  nation.  The 
committee  who  pi^epared  the  bill,  inuead  of  infert- 
ing  the  ufual  compliments  in  the  preamble,  men- 
tioned nothing  but  a  recital  of  fa6ts,  and  fent  it 
over  in  a  very  plain  drefs,  quite  dellitute  of  all  em- 
broidery. The  miniftry,  intent  upon  vindicating 
the  prerogative  from  fuch  an  unmannerly  attack, 
filled  up  the  omiffions  of  the  committee,  and  fent 
it  back  with  this  alteration  :  "  And  your  majefty, 
ever  attentive  to  the  eafe  and  happinefs  of  your 
faithful  fubjeds,  has  been  gracioully  pleafed  to  fig- 
nify  that  you  would  conftnt,  and  to  recommend  it 
to  us,  that  fo  much  of  the  money  remaining  in 
your  majefty's  treafury  as  fhouid  be  neceiTary,  be 
applied  to  the  difcharge  of  the   national  debt,  or  . 
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An.  1754.  fuch  part  thereof  as  ftiould  be  thought  expedient 
by  parliament."  This  then  being  the  crifis,  which 
was  to  determine  a  conftitutional  point  of  fuch  im- 
portance, namely,  whether  the  people  in  parlia- 
ment aflembled  have  a  right  to  deliberate  upon, 
and  vote  the  application  of  any  part  of  the  unap- 
propriated revenue,  without  the  previous  confent 
of  the  crown  •,  thofe  who  were  the  mofl  zealoufly 
.  attached  to  the  liberties  of  their  country,  refolved 
to  exert  themfelves  in  oppofmg  what  they  con- 
ceived to  be  a  violation  of  thefe  liberties ;  and  the 
bill,  with  its  alterations,  was  rejected  by  a  majority 
of  five  voices.  The  fuccefs  of  their  endeavours 
was  celebrated  with  the  mofl  extravagant  re- 
joicings, as  a  triumph  of  patriotifm  over  the  arts 
of  minifterial  corruption  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
all  the  fervants  of  the  crown,  who  had  joined  the 
popular  cry  on  this  occafion,  were  in  a  little  time 
difmiffed  from  their  em.ployments. 

The  rejedion  of  the  bill  was  a  great  difappoint- 
ment  to  the  creditors  of  the  public,  and  the  circu- 
lation of  cafli  was  almoft  ftagnated.  Thefe  cala- 
mities were  imputed  to  arbitrary  defigns  in  the 
government ;  and  the  people  began  to  be  inflamed 
with  an  enthufiaftic  fpirit  of  independency,  which 
might  have  produced  mifchievous  effeds,  had  not 
artful  fleps  been  taken  to  bring  over  the  dema- 
gogues, and  thus  divert  the  ftream  of  popular  cla- 
mour from  the  miniflry  to  thofe  very  individuals 
who  had  been  the  idols  of  popular  veneration. 
The  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  commons  was  pro- 
moted to  the  dignity  of  an  earl ;  and  fome  other 
patriots  were  gratified  with, lucrative  employments. 
Jiis  majefty's  letter  arrived  for  paying  of  feventy- 
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Bve  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  of  the  national   An.  2754. 
debt.     The  circulation  was  thus  animated,  and  the 
refentment  of  the  populace  fubfiding,  the  kingdom 
retrieved  its  former  tranquillity. 

The  ambition  and  intrigues  of  the  French  court,   Tranfac- 
by  which  the  Britifn  intereft  was  invaded  and  dif-   jj^^'^^'J,.. 
turbed  on  the  continent  of  America,    had  alfo  ex-  indies, 
tended  itfelf  to  the  Eaft -Indies,  where  they  endea- 
voured to  embroil  the  Englifh  company  with  divers 
nabobs,  or  princes,  who  governed  different  parts 
of  the  peninfula  intra  Gangem. 

That  the  reader  may  have  a  clear  and  diilind; 
idea  of  thefe  tranfa61:ions,  we  fhall  exhibit  a  fhort 
fketch  of  the  Englilh  forts  and  fettlements  in  that 
remote  country.  The  firfl  of  thefe  we  fhall  men- 
tion is  Surat,  in  the  province  fo  called,  fituated 
between  the  twenty-firft  and  twenty  fecond  de- 
grees of  north -latitude  :  from  hence  the  peninfula 
ftretches  into  the  Indian  ocean,  as  far  as  the  lati- 
tude of  eight  north,  ending  in  a  point  at  Cape 
Comorin,  which  is  the  fouthern  extremity.  To  the 
northward  this  peninfula  joins  to  Indoftan,  and  a£ 
its  greateft  breadth  extends  feven  hundred  miles. 
Upon  the  weft,  eaft,  and  fouth,  it  is  waftied  by 
the  fea.  It  comprehends  the  kingdoms  of  Mala^ 
bar,  Decan,  Golconda,  and  Bifnagar,  with  the  prin- 
cipalities of  Gingi,  Tanjaour,  and  Madura.  The 
v/eftern  fide  is  diftinguiftied  by  the  name  of  the 
Malabar  coaft :  the  eaftern  takes  the  denomination 
of  Coromandel :  and,  in  different  parts  of  this  long 
fweep,  from  Surat  round  Cape  Comorin  to  the 
bottom  of  the  bay  of  Bengal,  the  Englifh  and  other 
European  powers  have,  with  the  confent  of  the 
Mogul,    eftablilhed  forts  and  trading  fettlements, 
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An.  1754.   All  thefe  kingdoms,  properly  fpeaking,   belong  to 
the  M3giil :  but  his  power  was  fo  weakened  by  the 
laft  invafion  of  Kouli  Khan,  that  he  has  not  been 
able  to  affert  his  empire  over  this  remote  country  j 
the  tributary  princes  of  which,  and  even  the  na- 
bobs, who  were  originally  governors  appointed  by 
his  authority,  have  rendered  themfeives  indepen- 
dent,^  and  exert  an   abfolute  dominion  over  their 
refpective  territories,   without  acknowledging  his 
fuperiority  either  by  tribute  or   homage.     Thefe 
princes,  when  thiy  quarrel  among  themfeives,   na- 
turally have  recourfe  to  the  affiftance  of  fuch  Eu- 
ropean povv'ers  as  are  fftded  in  or  near  their  domi- 
nions •,   and  |in  the  fame  manner  the  Eafc  Indian 
companies  of  the  European  pov/ers,    which  hap- 
pen to  be  at  war  with  each  other,  never  fail  to  in- 
tereft  the  nabobs  in  the  difpute. 
Account         The  next  Engliili  fettlement  to  Surat,   on  the 
of  the        coafi:  of  the  peninfula,  is  Bombay,  in  the  kmgdom 

Engliin      ^£  Decan,   a  fmali  ifland,   with  a  very  convenient 

iettle- 

ments         harbour,   about  five  and  forty  leagues  to  the  fouth 

along  the  of  Surat.  The  town  is  very  populous  :  but  the 
eoafts  of  ^qJj  -g  'Q^jren  and  the  climate  unhealthy  ;  and  the 
and  Co-  commerce  was  rendered  very  precarious  by  the 
roman-  neighbourhood  of  the  famous  corfair  Angria,  un- 
oel-  til  his  port  of  Geriah  was  taken,  and  his  fortifica- 

tions demolifhed.  The  Englifh  company  likewife 
carry  on  fome  traffic  at  Babul,  about  forty  leagues 
farther  to  the  fouth,  in  the  province  of  Cuncan.  In 
the  fame  foutheriy  progreffion,  towards  the  point 
of  the  peninfula,  we  arrive  at  Carwar,  in  the  lati- 
tude of  fifteen  degrees,  where  there  is  a  fmail  fort 
and  fadory  belonging  to  the  company,  {landing 
pa  the  fouth  fide  of  a  bay,  with  a  river  capable  of 

re- 


G  E  O  R  G  E    11.  2©i 

receiving  Ihips  of  pretty  large  burthen.     The  cU-    An- 1754- 
mate  here  is  remarkably  falubrious  •,  the  country 
abounds  with  provifions  of  all  forts,   and  the  beft 
pepper  of  India  grows  in  this  neighbourhood. 

The  next  Englidi  fettlement  we  find  at  Til- 
lechery,  where  the  company  has  ereded  a  fort,  to 
defend  their  commerce  of  pepper  and  cardamoms  ^ 

from  the  infuks  of  the  rajah,  who  governs  this 
part  of  Malabar.  Hither  the  Englifii  trade  was 
removed  from  Calicut,  a  large  town,  that  ftands 
fifteen  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  Tillechery,  and 
was  as  well  frequented  as  any  port  on  the  coaft  of 
the  Indian  penmfula. 

The  moil  foutheriy  fettlement  which  the  Eng- 
U(h  poiTefs  on  the  Malabar  coaft  is  that  of  Anjengo, 
between  the  eighth  and  ninth  degrees  of  latitude. 
It  is  defended  by  a  regular  fort,  fituated  on  a  broad 
river  which  falls  into  the  fea,  and  would  be  very 
commodious  for  trade,  were  not  the  water  on  the 
bar  too  ihallow  to  admit  fhips  of  confiderable  bur- 
then. 

Then  turning  the  cape,   and  pafiing  through  the 
ftrait  of  Chiiao,  formed  by  the  iiland  of  Ceylon,  we 
arrive  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  which  forms  the 
eaftern  fide  of  the  ifthmus.     Profecuting  our  courfe 
in  a  northern  diredlion,  the  firft  Engiifh  fa6lory  we 
reach  is  that  of  Fort  St.  David's,  formerly  called 
Tegapatan,    fuuated  in  the  latitude  of  eleven  de- 
grees forty  minutes  north,  within  the  kingdoms  of 
Gingi.     It  was,   about  fix  and  twenty  years  ago, 
fold  by  a  Marahatta  prince  to  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany, and,  next  to  Bombay,  is  the  moft  confider- 
able fettlement  we  have  yet  mentioned.     Its  terri- 
tory extends  about  eight  miles  alohg  the  coaft,  and 

half 
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An.  1754.  half  that  fpace  up  the  country,  which  is  delight- 
fully watered  by  a  variety  of  rivers  :  the  foil  is  fer- 
tile, and  the  climate  healthy.  The  fort  is  regular, 
well  provided  with  cannon,  ammunition,  and  a 
numerous  garrifon,  which  is  the  more  neceffary  on 
account  of  the  neighbourhood  of  the  French  fet- 
tlement  at  Pondicherry.  The  trade  confifts  in  long 
cloths  of  different  colours,  fallampores,  morees, 
dimitties,  ginghams,  and  fuccatoons. 

But  the  chief  fetdement  belonging  to  the  com- 
pany on  this  coaft  is  that  of  Madrafs,  or  Fort  St. 
George,  Handing  farther  to  the  northward,  be- 
tween the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  degrees  of  lati- 
tude, and  not  a  great  way  from  the  diamond  mines 
of  Golconda.  It  is  feated  on  a  flat,  barren,  torch- 
ing fand,  fo  near  the  lea,  that,  in  bad  weather,  the 
walls  arc  endangered  by  the  mighty  furges  rolled 
in  from  the  ocean.  As  the  foil  is  barren,  the  cli- 
mate is  fo  intenfely  hot,  that  it  would  be  altogether 
uninhabitable,  were  not  the  heat  mitigated  by  the 
fea-breezes.  On  the  land  fide  it  is  defended  by  a 
falt-water  river,  which,  while  it  contributes  to  the 
fecurity  of  the  place,  robs  the  inhabitants  of  one 
great  comfort,  by  obilrufting  the  fprings  of  frefli 
water.  The  fort  is  a  regular  fquare,  the  town  fur- 
rounded  with  walls  well  mounted  with  artillery, 
and  the  place,  including  the  Black  Town,  is  very 
populous.  Madrafs,  with  feveral  villages  in  the 
neighbourhood,  was  purchafed  of  the  king  of  Gol- 
conda, before  the  Mogul  became  fovereign  of  this 
country.  The  governor  of  this  place  is  not  only 
prefident  of  Fort  St.  George,  but  alfo  of  all  the 
other  fettlements  on  the  coafts  of  Malabar  and  Co- 
romandel  as  far  as  the  ifland  of  Sumatra.  He  lives 

in 
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in  great  pomp,  having  inferior  judges  who  pafs  An.  1754; 
fentence  of  death  occafionaliy  on  malefaftors  of 
any  nation,  except  the  fubje£ts  of  Great  Britain. 
All  the  company's  affairs  are  direded  by  him  and 
his  council,  who  are  invelted  with  the  power  of 
infliding  corporal  punifhment,  fhort  of  life  and 
member,  upon  fuch  Europeans  as  are  in  the  fer- 
vice,  and  difpofe  of  all  places  of  truft  and  profir. 
By  virtue  of  an  a6t  pafTed  in  the  courfe  of  this  very 
feflion,  the  military  officers  belonging  to  the  com- 
pany were  permitted  to  hold  courts -martial,  and 
puniih  their  foldiers  according  to  the  degree  of 
their  delinquency.  In  a  word,  Madrafs  is  of  the 
utmoft  importance  to  the  company  for  its  ftrength, 
wealth,  and  the  great  returns  it  makes  in  calicoes 
and  muflins. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  lafr  century  the 
Englilh  company  had  a  fiourifhing  factory  at  Mal- 
fulipatam,  ftanding  on  the  north  fide  of  the  river 
Nagundi,  which  feparates  the  provinces  of  Gol- 
conda  and  Bifnagar,  in  the  latitude  of  fixteen  de- 
grees and  thirty  minutes ;  but  now  there  is  no  Eu- 
ropean fettlement  here,  except  a  Dutch  fadory, 
maintained  for  carrying  on  the  chintz  commerce. 

At  Vifigapatam,  fituated  flill  farther  to  the 
northward,  the  Englifh  poffefs  a  faftory,  regularly 
fortified,  on  the  fide  of  a  river,  which,  however,  a 
dangerous  bar  has  rendered  unfit  for  navigation. 
The  adjacent  country  affords  cotton  cloths,  and 
the  bell  ftriped  muflins  of  India.  It  is  chiefly 
for  the  ufe  of  this  fettlement,  that  the  company 
maintains  a  fadiory  at  Ganjam,  the  moil  eaflern 
town  in  the  province  or  kingdom  of  Golcon- 
da,    fituated  in  a  country   abounding   with   rice 

and 
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An.  1754.  and  fugar  canes.  Still  farther  to  the  north  coaft,  in 
the  latitude  of  twenty-two  degrees,  the  company 
maintains  a  fadlory  at  Balafore,  which  v/as  formerly 
very  confiderable ;  but  hath  been  of  little  confe- 
quence  fince  the  navigation  of  the  river  Huguely  was 
improved.  At  this  place  every  European  Ihip 
bound  for  Bengal  and  the  Ganges  takes  in  a  pilot. 
The  climate  is  not  counted  very  faiabrious ;  but 
the  adjacent  country  is  fruitful  to  admiration,  and 
here  are  confiderable  manufadures  of  cotton  and 
filk.  Without  fkilful  pilots ,  the  Engliih  would 
find  it  very  difficult  to  navigate  the  different  chan- 
jnels  through  which  the  river  Ganges  difcharges  it- 
felf  into  the  fea  .at  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Ben- 
gal. On  the  fouthern  branch  is  a  town  called  Pi- 
pely,  where  there  v/as  formerly  an  EngliOi  fac- 
tory :  but  this  was  removed  to  Huguely,  one  hunr 
dred  and  fixty  miles  farther  up  the  river ;  a  place 
which,  together  with  the  company's  fettlem^ent  at 
'  Calcutta,  were  the  emporiums  of  their  commerce  for 
the  whole  kingdom  of  Bengal.  Indeed  Huguely 
is  now  abandoned  by  the  Englifh,  and  their  whole 
trade  centers  at  Calcutta  or  Fort  William,  which 
is  a  regular  fortification,  containing  lodgings  for 
the  fadors  and  writers,  ftore-houfes  for  the  com- 
pany's merchandize,  and  magazines  for  their  am- 
munition. As  for  the  governor's  houfe,  which 
iikewife  ftands  within  the  fort,  it  is  one  of  the 
moil  regular  flru6lures  in  all  India.  Befides  thefe 
fettlements  along  the  fea- coaft  of  the  peninfula,  and 
on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  the  Englifh  EaftJn- 
dia  company  poffefs  certain  inland  faflories  and 
spoils  for  the  convenience  and  defence  of  their  com- 
merce, either  purchafed  of  the  nabobs  and  rajahs, 
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or  conquered  in  the  courfe  of  the  war.  As  the  An.  1754.- 
operations  we  propofe  to  record,  were  confined  to 
the  coafhs  of  Malabar  and  Coromandel,  or  the  in- 
terior countries  which  form  the  peninfula  intra 
Gangem,  it  will  be  nnneceiTary  to  defcribe  the  fac- 
tory at  Bencoolen  on  the  iiland  of  Sumatra,  or  any 
fettlement  which  the  EngliQi  poffsfs  in  other  parts 
of  the  Eaft  Indies. 

In  order  to  underlland  the  military  tranfadtions  Y)-^r 
of  the  Englilli  company  in  India,   the  reader  will  about  the 
take  notice,   that  immediately   after  the  peace  of  govern- 
Aix  la  Chapeile,  Monfieur  du  Pleix,  who  com-   ^^^"^^"^ 
manded  for  the  French  in  that  country,  began  by 
his  intrigues  to  fow  the  feeds  of  diflcnfion  among 
the  nabobs,  that  he  might  be  the  better  able  to 
fiih  in  troubled  waters.     Sundah  Saheb,  nabob  of 
Arcot,  having  been  depoled  by  the  great  Mogul, 
who  placed  Anawerde  Khan  in  his  room,   he  re- 
folved  to  recover  his  government  by  force,  and  had 
recourfe  to  the  French  general  at  Pondicherry,  who 
reinforced  him  with  two  thoufand  fipoys,  or  fol- 
diers  of  the  country,   fixty  kafres,  and  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty  French  troops,  on  condition  that 
if  he  proved  fuccefsful  in  his  enterprize,  he  fhould 
cede  to  the  French  the  town  of  Velur  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Pondicherry,  with  its  dependencies, 
confifting  of  forty-five  villages.     Thus  reinforced, 
he  defeated  his  rival  Anawerde  Khan,  who  loft  his 
life  in  the  engagement,  reaiuimed  the  government 
of  Arcot,   and  punftuaily  performed  the  condi- 
-  tions  v/hich  had  been  ftipulated  by  his  French 
allies. 

In  the  mean  time  Mahommed  Ali  Khan,  fon  of 
the  deceafed  nabob,  fled  to  Tiruchirapalli,  and  fo- 
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licited  the  affiftance  of  the  Englifli,  who  favoured 
him  with  a  reinforcement  of  money,  men,  and  am- 
munition, under  the  condudt  of  major  Laurence, 
a  brave  and  experienced  officer.  By  dint  of  this 
fupply,  he  gained  feme  advantages  over  the  enemy, 
who  were  obliged  to  retreat  •,  but  no  decifive  blow 
was  given.  Mahommed  afterwards  repaired  in 
perfon  to  Fort  St.  David's  to  demand  more  pow- 
erful fuccours,  aliedging  that  his  fate  was  con- 
ne6ted  with  the  intereft  of  the  Englifli  company, 
which  in  time  would  be  obliged  to  abandon  the 
whole  coafl:,  fliould  they  allow  the  enemy  to  pro- 
ceed in  their  conquefl:s.  In  confequence  of  thefe 
reprefentations,  he  received  another  ftrong  rein- 
forcement under  the  command  of  captain  Cope  5 
but  nothing  of  importance  was  attempted,  and  the 
Englifli  auxiliaries  retired.  Then  Mahommed 
was  attacked  by  the  enemy,  who  obtained  over  him 
a  complete  vidory.  Finding  it  impoflible  to  main- 
tain his  footing  by  his  own  fl:rength,  he  entered 
into  a  clofe  alliance  with  the  Englifli,  and  ceded  to 
them  fome  commercial  points,  which  had  been  long 
in  difpute.  Then  they  detached  captain  Cope  to 
put  Tiruchirapalli  in  a  pofture  of  defence ;  while 
captain  Gingen,  a  Sv/ifs  officer,  marched  at  the 
head  of  four  hundred  Europeans  to  the  nabob's 
affifl:ance.  The  two  armies  being  pretty  equal  in 
ftrength,  lay  encamped  in  fight  of  each  other  a 
whole  month  j  during  which  nothing  happened 
but  a  few  Ikirmiflies,  which  generally  terminated 
to  the  advantage  of  the  Englifli  auxiliaries. 

In  order  to  make  a  diverfion,  and  divide  the 
French  forces,  the  company  refolved  to  fend  a  de-' 
tachment  into  the  province  of  Arcot ;  and  this  was 

the 
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the  firft  occafion  upon  which  the  extraordinary  ta-  An.  1754. 
lents  of  Mr.  Clive  were  difplayed.  He  had  entered 
into  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft  India  company  as  a 
writer,  and  was  confidered  as  a  perfon  very  indif- 
ferently qualified  for  fucceeding  in  any  civil  fta- 
tion  of  life.  He  now  offered  his  fervice  in  a  mili- 
tary capacity,  and  aftually  began  his  march  to  Ar- 
cot,  at  the  head  of  two  hundred  and  ten  Europeans. 

Such  was  the  refolution,  fecrecy,  and  difpatch  jvir.  cij^g 
with  which  he  conduced  this  enterprize,  that  the  takes  pof- 
enemv  knew  nothing  of  his  motions  until  he  was  in   ^^^^^^  of 

•  Arcot  in. 

pofleiTion  of  the  capital,  which  he  took  without  ^hi^h  j^g 
oppofition.      The    inhabitants,   expeding  to  be  is  be- 
plundered,   offered  him  a  large  fum  to  fpare  their  fieged. 
city  ;   but  they  derived  their  fecurity  from  the  ge- 
nerofity  and  difcretion  of  the  conqueror.     He  re- 
fufed  the  profered  ranfom,  and  ilfued  a  proclama- 
tion, intimating.   That  thofe  who  were  willing  to 
remain  in  their  houfes  fhould  be  protefted  from 
infult  and  injury,   and  the  refl  have  leave  to  retire 
r  with  all  their  effefts,   except  provifions,  for  which 
he  promifed  to  pay  the  ^  full  value.     By  this  fagc 
condud  he  conciliated  the  affedtions  of  the  people 
fo  intirely,  that  even  thofe  who  quitted  the  place 
fupplied  him  with  exa6l  intelligence  of  the  enemy's 
defigns,  when  he  was  befieged  in  the  fequel.    The 
town  was  in  a  little  time  invefled  by  the  French 
nabob,  Sundah  Saheb,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous 
army,  and  the  operations  of  the  fiege  were  con-^ 
dudted  by  European  engineers.    Though  their  ap- 
proaches were  retarded  by  the  repeated  and  refo- 
lute  fallies  of  Mr.  Clive,  they  at  length  effeded 
two  breaches,  fuppofed  to  be  pradlicable  ;  and  on 
the  fourteenth  day  of  Odlober,  in   the  year  one 
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An.  1754.  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-one,  gave  a  ge- 
neral affault.  Mr.  Ciive,  having  received  intima- 
tion of  their  defign,  had  made  fuch  preparations 
for  their  reception,  that  they  were  repub'ed  in  every 
quarter  with  great  lofs,  and  obliged  to  raife  the 
fiege  with  the  utmoft  precipitation. 

This  gallant  EngUfliman,  not  contented  with  the 
reputation  he  had  acquired  from  his  noble  de- 
fence, was  no  fooner  reinforced  by  a  detachment 
under  captain  Kirkpatrick,  than  he  marched  in 
purfuit  of  the  enemy,  whom  he  overtook  in  the 
plains  of  Arani.  There,  on  the  third  day  of  De- 
cember, he  attacked  them  with  irrefiftible  impe- 
tuofity  •,  and,  after  an  obftinate  difpute,  obtained  a 
complete  viftory  at  a  very  fmall  expence.  The 
cities  of  Arani  and  Kajevaran  furrendered  to  the 
terror  of  his  name,  rather  than  to  the  force  of  his 
arms  •,  and  he  returned  to  Fort  St.  David's  in  tri- 
umph. Fie  had  enjoyed  a  very  few  weeks  of  re- 
pofe,  when  he  was  fummoned  to  the  field  by  frelh 
incurfions  of  the  enemy.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
year  one  thoufand  {even  hundred  and  fifty -two,  he 
marched  with  a  fmall  detachment  to  Madrafs,  where 
he  v/as  joined  by  a  reinforcement  from  Bengal,  the 
whole  number  not  exceeding  three  hundred  Euro- 
peans, and  affembled  a  body  of  the  natives,  that 
he  might  have  at  leaft  the  appearance  of  an  army. 
With  thefe  he  proceeded  to  Koveripauk,  about 
fifteen  miles  from  Arcot,  where  he  found  the 
French  and  Indians,  confiding  of  fifteen  hundred 
fiooys,  feventeen  hundred  horfe,  a  body  of  na- 
tives, and  one  hundred  and  fifty  Europeans,  with 
eight  pieces  of  cannon.  Though  they  were  ad- 
vantageoufly  polled  and  intrenched,  and  the  day 
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was  already  far  advanced,  Mr.  Clive  advanced  An.  5754.' 
againft  them  with  his  ufual  intrepidity  j  but  the 
vidory  remained  for  fome  time  in  fulpence.  It 
was  now  dark,  and  the  battle  doubtful,  when  Mr. 
Clive  fent  round  a  detachment  to  fall  on  the  rear 
of  the  French  battery.  This  attack  was  executed 
with  great  refolution,  while  the  Englifh  in  front 
entered  the  intrenchments  with  their  bayonets  fix- 
ed ;  and,  though  very  little  tindured  with  difci- 
pline,  difplayed  the  fpirit  and  adlivity  of  hardy 
veterans.  This  double  attack  difconcerted  the 
enemy  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  foon  defilled 
from  all  oppofition.  A  confiderable  carnage  en- 
fued  ',  yet  the  greater  part  of  the  enemy,  both  horfe 
and  foot,  faved  themfelves  by  flight,  under  cover 
of  the  darknefs.  The  French,  to  a  man,  threw 
down  their  arms,  and  furrendered  themfelves  pri- 
foners  of  war  5  and  all  the  cannon  and  baggage  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  viftor. 

The  province  of  Arcot  being  thus  cleared  of  the 
enemy,  Mr.  Clive  with  his  forces  returned  to  Fort 
St.  David's,  where  he  found  major  Laurence  juil 
arrived  from  England,  to  take  upon  him  the  com- 
mand of  the  troops  in  the  company's  fervice.  On 
the  eighteenth  day  of  March  this  officer,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  Clive,  took  the  field,  and  was  joined 
by  captain  Gingen  at  Tiruchirapalii.  From  hence 
he  detached  Mr.  Clive  v/ith  four  hundred  Euro- 
pean foldiers,  a  few  Marahatta  horfe,  and  a  body 
of  fipoys,  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat  to  Pondi- 
cherry.  In  the  cciirfe  of  this  expedition  he  dif- 
lodged  a  firong  bcdy  of  the  foe  pofted  at  Samea- 
varem,  and  obliged  Sundah  Saheb  to  throw  a 
body  of  troops  into  a  firong  fortified  temple  upon 
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the  river  Kalderon,  which  was  immediately  in- 
veiled.  1  he  commanding  officer,  in  attempting 
to  efcape,  v;as  (lain  with  lome  others,  and  the  reft 
furrendered  at  difcretion.  They  were  ftill  in  pof- 
feffion  of  another  fortified  temple,  v/hich  he  aifo 
befieged  in  form,  and  reduced  by  capitulation. 
Having  fubdued  thefe  forts,  he  marched  direftly 
to  Goiconda,  whither  be  underftood  the  French 
commander  had  retired.  He  found  that  officer  in- 
trenched in  a  village,  from  whence  he  drove  him 
vv'ith  precipitation,  and  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the 
French  cannon.  The  enemy  attempted  to  fave 
themfelves  in  a  neighbouring  fort ;  but  the  gates 
being  iliut  againft  them  by  the  governor,  who  was 
apprehenfive  that  they  would  be  followed  pell-mell 
by  the  EngliOi,  Mr.  Clive  attacked  them  with  great 
fury,  and  made  a  conhderable  (laughter :  but  his 
humanity  being  fhocked  at  this  carnage,  he  fent  a 
flag  of  truce  to  the  vanquiPned  with  terms  of  capi- 
tulation, which  they  readily  embraced.  Thefe 
articles  imported.  That  D'Anteuil,  and  three  other 
officers,  fhould  remain  prifoners  on  parole  for  one 
year  ;  that  the  garrifon  fhould  be  exchanged  ;  and 
the  money  and  (lores  bt  delivered  to  the  nabob 
whom  the  Englirn  fupported. 

During  thefe  tranfa6lions  Sundah  Saheb  lay  en- 
camped With  an  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men  at 
Syrinham,  an  iiland  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ti- 
ruchirapalli,  which  he  longed  eagerly  to  pofTefs. 
Hither  major  Laurence  marched  with  his  Indian 
allies,  and  took  his  meafures  fo  well,  that  the  ene- 
my's provifions  were  entirely  intercepted.  Sundah 
Saheb,  in  attempting  to  fiy,  was  taken  prifoner  by 
the  nabob  of  Tanjour,  an  ally  of  the  Englifn^com- 
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pany,  who  ordered  his  head  to  be  ftruck  off,  in  A"-  '754 
order  to  prevent  the  difputes  which  otherwife 
would  have  rifen  among  the  captors.  The  main 
body  of  the  army  being  attacked  by  major  Lau- 
rence, and  totally  defeated,  the  ifland  of  Syrin- 
ham  was  furrendered,  and  about  a  thoufand  Euro- 
pean French  foldiers  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  con- 
querors, including  thirty  officers,  with  forty  ^pieces 
of  cannon  and  ten  mortars.  The  EnglifK  and 
their  allies  havina:  obtained  divers  other  fucceffive 
advantages,  Mr.  Dupleix  recalled  all  his  regulars 
from  the  Indian  army,  and  adied  upon  the  defen- 
five. 

The  French  company  in  France,  difcouraged  by  C°n^en- 

.     r  Jt        ■    r  r  -        i  ^^^n.   be- 

theie  repeated  misfortunes,  lent  over,   m  the  year   t^^^^  ^he 
one  thouiand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-three,   one  Eaft  India 
Mr.  Duveiar  as  their  commilTary,  who,  with  a  view  compa- 
to  reilore   peace  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  concluded  a  Eno-land 
convention  with  the  Englilh  company ;  by  which  and 
it  was   ftipulated,  that  the  two  companies  fhould  France, 
reciprocally  reftore    the  territories   taken  by  the 
troops  of  either  fince  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  forty- eight,  except  certain  di(iri6ls, 
which  the  Englifh  detained  for  the  conveniency  of 
their  traffic  ;  that  the  nabobs  advanced  through 
the  influence  of  either  party,   fhould  be  acknow- 
ledged by  both ;  and  that,  for  the  future,  neither 
fhould  interfere  in  the    differences    between  the 
princes  of  the  country. 

How  pacific  foever  the  fentiments  of  the  French 
fubjeds  might  have  been  at  this  period  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  certain  it  is,  the  defigns  of  the  French  go- 
vernors in  Am>erica  were  altogether  hoftile,  and 
their  conduft  haftening  towards  a  rupture,  which 
O  2  hack 
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Ah.  1754.  -h^th  kindled  up  a  bloody  war  in  every  divifion  of 

the  globe. 
A  general       -^^  ^^^^  war  may  be  termed  a  native  of  America^ 
view  of      and  the  prineipal  fcenes  of  it  have  been  adled  on 
the  Bntifli  ^^^t  continent,  we  ibatl,  for  the  information  of  the 
in  North     ^^^^^^  fketch  out  the  fituation  of  the  Britifh  colo- 
Araerica.     iiies  as  they  border  on  each  other,  and  extend  along 
the  fea-coail  from  the  giilph  of  St.  Laurence  as  far 
fouth  as  the  country  of  Florida.     We  Ihall  enume- 
rate the  Indian  nations  that  lie  fcattered  about  their 
confines,  and  delineate  the  manner  in  which  the 
French  have  hemmed  them  in  by  a  furprifing  line 
of  fortifications.     Should  we   comprehend  Hud- 
fon's  bay,  with  the  adjacent  countries,   and  the 
banks  of  Newfoundland,  in  this  geographical  de- 
tail, we  might  affirm  that  Great  Britain  poflefles  a 
territory,  along  the  feacoaft,  extending  feventeen 
hundred  miles  in  adireft  line,  from  the  fixtieth  to 
the  thirty-firft  degree  of  northern  latitude  :  but  as 
thefe  two  countries  have  not  yet  been  concerned 
in  the  prefent  difpute,  we  fhall  advance  from  the 
northward  to  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  gulph  of  St. 
Laurence  •,   and  beginning  with  Acadie,  or  Nova 
Scotia,   dcfcribe  our  fettlements  as  they  lie  in  a 
fcutherly  diredlion  as  far  as  the  gulph  of  Florida. 

This  great  tra<St  of  country,  flretching  fifteen 
degrees  of  latitude,  is  wafhed  on  the  eaft  by  the 
Atlantic  ocean  :  the  fouthern  boundary  is  Spanilh 
Florida  ;  but  to  the  weilv/ard  the  limits  are  uncer- 
tain, feme  affirming,  that  the  jurifdidion  of  the 
colonies  penetrates  through  the  whole  continent 
as  far  as  the  South-feaj  while  others,  with  more 
moderation,  think  they  ate  naturaliy  bounded  by 
ihe  river  Illinois  that  runs  into  the  MiiTiffippi,  and 
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In  a  manner  conne6ts  that  river  with  the  chain  of  ^'^-  '754* 
lakes  known  by  the  names  of  Michigan,  Huron, 
Erie,  and  Ontario,  the  three  firft  communicating 
with  each  other,  and  the  lafl  difcharging  itfelf  in 
the  river  of  St.  Laurence,  which,  running  by 
Montreal  and  Qiiebec,  iffues  in  the  bay  of  the  fame 
denomination,  forming  the  northern  boundary  of 
Nova  Scotia.  The  French  who  had  no  legal  claim 
to  any  lands  on  the  fouth  fide  of  this  river,  have 
neverthelefs,  with  an  infolence  of  ambition  peculiar 
to  themfelves,  not  only  extended  their  forts  from 
the  fource  of  the  St.  Laurence,  through  an  im- 
menfe  trad  of  country  as  far  as  the  MiffifFippi, 
which  difembogues  itfelf  into  the  gulph  of  Florida ; 
but  alfo,  by  a  feries  of  unparalleled  encroachments, 
•have  endeavoured  to  contraft  the  Englilh  colonies 
within  fuch  narrow  limits  as  will  cut  off  almoft  one 
half  of  their  poffefTions. 

As  we  have  already  given  a  geographical  de- 
scription of  Nova  Scotia,  and  mentioned  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  new  fettlement  of  Halifax,  we  fhaE 
now  only  obferve,  that  it  is  furrounded  on  three 
fides  by  the  fea,  the  gulph,  and  river  of  St.  Lau- 
rence ;  that  its  original  boundary  to  the  weft  was 
the  river  Pentagoet;  but  it  is  now  contrafted 
within  the  river  St.  Croix,  becaufe  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain  did,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  fixty-three,  grant  to  the  duke  of  York 
the  territory  of  Sagudahac,  ftretching  from  St. 
Croix  to  the  river  of  this  name ;  which  was,  in 
the  fequel,  by  an  exprefs  charter  from  the  crown, 
annexed  to  the  province  of  the  MalTachufet's  bays 
■one  of  the  four  governments  of  New  England. 
This  country  fituated  next  to  Nova  Scotia,  lies 

O  3  be- 


214  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

An,  1754.  between  the  forty-firft  and  forty-fifth  degrees  of 
norch  latitude,  extending  near  three  hundred  miles 
in  length,  and  about  two  hundred  in  breadth,  if 
we  bound  it  by  thofe  tradls  which  the  French  have 
pofleffed  :  no  part  of  the  fettlements  of  this  coun- 
try, hov/ever,  ilretches  above  fixty  miles  from  the 
fea.  The  fummer  is  here  intenfely  hot,  and  the 
winter  proportionably  fevere  :  neverthelefs  the  cli- 
mate is  healthy,  and  the  flvy  generally  ferene.  The 
foil  is  nc:  favourable  to  any  of  the  European  kinds 
of  grain  ;  but  produces  great  plenty  of  maiz, 
which  the  people  bake  into  bread,  and  brew  into 
beer,  though  their  favourite  drink  is  made  of  mo- 
laffes  hopped,  and  impregnated  with  the  tops  of 
the  fpnice-fir,  which  is  a  native  of  ■  this  country. 
The  gi-ound  raifes  good  flax  and  tolerable  hemp. 
Here  are  great  herds  of  black  cattle,  fome  of  them 
very  large  in  fize,  a  vaft  number  of  excellent  hogs, 
a  breed  of  fmall  horfes,  graceful,  fwift,  and  hardy  -, 
and  large  flocks  of  iheep,  whofe  wool,  though  not 
fo  fine  as  that  of  England,  is  manufadured  with 
great  fuccefs. 

The  people  mofJy  coniifl  of  a  fubftantial  yeo- 
manry, who  cultivate  their  own  freeholds,  and 
breathe  the  true  fpirit  of  independence,  which  is 
encouraged  by  a  republican  form  of  government, 
as  v/ell  as  of  religion. 
NcwEnf'-  New  England  is  compofed  of  the  four  provinces 
land.  known  by  the  names  of  New  Hampihire,  Mafia- 

chufet's  Bay,  Rhode  Ifland,  and  Connefticut,  con- 
federated for  their  common  defence. 

The  province  of  the  MaiTachufet's  Bay  is  ruled 
by  a  governor,  a  lieutenant-governor,  a  council, 
^nd  an  aflembly.     The  two  firft  places,  together 
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with  the  militia,  the  chief  polls  in   the  law  and  An.  I754-' 
revenue,  are  in  the  difpofal  ot  the  crown  -,   but  the 
council  is  chofen  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  peo- 
ple;  yet  the  governor  has  a  negative,  from  which 
he  derives  very  confiderable  influence. 

7"he  colony  of  Connedicut  enjoys  ftili  greater 
privileges. 

Rhode  ifland  is  the  fmallefl  of  the  four,  conrid- 
ing  of  the  iiland  fo  called,  and  the  old  plantation 
of  Providence.  Their  charter  is  the  fame  with 
that  of  Connedicuc,  and  the  province  is  extremely 
populous  •,  a  circumftance  intirely  owing  to  an  un- 
limited freedom  of  religion,  with  which  the  inha- 
bitants are  indulged. 

New  Hampfliire,  the  moil  northern  of  the  four, 
is  the  lead  populous ;  perhaps  becaufe  it  is  a  ro}'al 
government,  the  crown  having  the  nomination  of 
all  the  officers  of  juilice,  the  militia,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  counciL 

Thefe  four  provinces  contain  about  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thoufand  inhabitants,  including  a 
fmall  number  of  Blacks  and  Indians,  fron)  which 
an  excellent  militia  might  be  raifed.  This  coun- 
try abounds  with  trading  towns  ;  and  Bofton,  the 
capital  of  Maffachufet's  Bay,  is  the  firfl  city  of  all 
North  America,  feated  on  a  peninfula,  at  the  bot- 
tom of  a  fine  capacious  harbour,  defended  from 
the  violence  of  the  fea  by  a  number  of  iflands,  and 
rocks,  which  appear  above  v/ater.  The  entrance, 
which  is  narrow,  is  defended  by  tht;  cannon  of  a 
regular  fortrefs.  This  town  contains  ten  churches, 
and  about  twenty  thoufand  inhabitants,  who  carry 
on  a  very  confiderable  commerce. 

O  4  The 
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The  commodities  of  New  England  confift  of 
mails  and  yards,  pitch,  tar,  and  turpentine,  Haves, 
lumber,  boards,  beef,  pork,  butter,  cheefe,  Indian 
corn,  and  peafe,  cyder,  apples,  hemp,  and  flax, 
horfes,  and  live  cattle.  The  trade  in  peltry  is  not 
very  conliderable  ;  but  their  fifhery  employs  a  vaft 
number  of  people,  and  above  thirty-two  thoufand 
quintals  of  cod-fifh  are  annually  exported  from 
New  England  to  Spain,  Italy,  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean. About  nineteen  thoufand  quintals  of  an 
inferior  fort  are  fcnt  to  the  Weft  Indies,  for  the  ufe 
of  the  negroes.  From  the  fugar-illands  the  traders 
of  New  England  import  a  vaft  quantity  of  mo- 
lafles,  from  which  they  diftil  fpirits  fufficient  al- 
moft  to  fupply  the  other  Britilh  colonies  in  North- 
America,  the  Indian  trade  of  that  continent,  the 
Newfoundland  filhery,  and  their  commerce  to  the 
coaft  of  Guinea. 

A  great  number  of  fhips  for  faie  are  built  at 
Bofton,  and  other  towns  in  New  England  ;  and, 
with  refpe<5t  to  trade,  the  inhabitants  are  carriers 
for  all  the  other  colonies.  They  have  fet  up  ma- 
nufatlures  for  hats,  woollen,  and  linnen,  and  ex- 
ceed all  the  other  colonifts  in  induftry,  and  coq- 
rage.  The  French  have  intruded  themfelves  ^ 
confiderable  way  into  the  northern  part  of  New 
Hampfhire,  where  they  built  the  fort  of  CohaiTer. 

New  England  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  New- 
Yorko  York,  extending  northerly,  on  both  fides  of  the 
river  Hudfon,  about  two  hundred  miles  into  the 
country  pofleiTed  by  the  Indians  of  the  Five  Na- 
tions, whom  the  French  diftinguilh  by  the  namsp 
of  the  Iroquois ;  but  in  breadth  this  province  does 
not  exceed  fifty  miles,  though  it  comprehend^ 
'  5  hm% 
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Long  Ifland,  lying  to  the  fouthward  of  Connedi- 
cut,  remarkable  for  yielding  plenty  of  grain,  excel- 
lent pafture,  with  a  great  number  of  horfcs,  fheep, 
and  oxen. 

The  capital,  which  from  the  province  derives 
the  name  of  New  York,  is  fitiiated  on  an  excellent 
harbour  in  the  ifland  Manahatton,  extending  four- 
teen miles  in  length,  and  five  in  breadth,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  noble  river  Hudfon,  which  is  na- 
vigable for  above  two  hundred  miles.  The  city 
of  New  York  is  neatly  built,  adorned  with  four 
churches,  and  contains  about  eight  thoufand  inha- 
bitants, the  defendants  of  Englifli  and  Dutch, 
who  enjoy  a  flourilhing  trade  in  corn,  flour,  and 
other  fpecies  of  provifion. 

At  the  difliance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
from  New  York  fliands  the  town  of  Albany,  upon 
the  fame  river,  which,  though  neither  large  nor 
populous,  drives  a  great  trade  with  the  Indians, 
who  are  here  fupplied  with  coarfe  woollen  cloths 
and  fliirts,  guns,  hatchets,  knives,  hoes,  kettles, 
powder  and  fliot,  with  divers  other  articles.  In 
this  place  all  the  treaties  and  other  tranfadions  are 
negociated  between  the  Englifli  and  the  Iroquois, 
a  confederacy  of  five  Indian  nations,  who,  by  their 
union,  courage,  and  military  fl^ill,  had  reduced  a 
great  number  of  other  Indian  tribes,  and  fubdued 
a  territory  more  extenfive  than  the  whole  kingdom 
of  France.  They  were  about  threefcore  years  ago 
able  to  bring  ten  thoufand  warriors  into  the  field  j 
but  now  their  number  is  fo  greatly  diminiflied  by 
wars,  epidemical  difeafes,  and  the  ufe  of  fpirituous 
liquors,  that  they  cannot  raife  above  fifteen  hun- 
^r^d  menj  even  though  they  have  admitted  into 

their 
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An.  1754.  their  confederacy  the  nation  of  the  Tufcaroras, 
whom  the  Englilh  drove  from  the  confines  of  Ca- 
rolina. 

The  number  of  fouls  in  the  province  of  New 
York  amounts  to  about  fourfcore  thoufand  •,  an 
hofpi cable  people,  who  live  happily  under  a  general 
indulgence  in  liberty  of  confcience. 

The  Mohok  Indians  inhabit  the  country  ad- 
vanced from  Albany.  The  northern  extremities 
of  New  HampPnire  and  New  York  are  divided  by 
the  lakes  Champlain  and  Sacrament,  between 
which  the  French  had  raifed  the  fort  of  Crown- 
Point,  which  is  now  in  poffefiion  of  the  Englilh. 

Contiguous  to  New  York,  and  lying  along  the 
coaft,  in  a  foutherly  diredion,  is  the  fmall  pro- 
vince of  Nev/  Jtrfey,  bounded  on  the  weft  by  the 
river  Delaware,  v/hich  divides  it  from  Penfylvania, 
extending  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in 
length,  but  in  breadth  not  more  than  one  third  part 
of  that  extent.  The  climate,  foil,  and  produce 
of  thefe  tv/o  provinces,  as  well  as  of  Penl'ylvania, 
are  ilmilar.  They  yield  great  quantities  of  grain, 
Iheep,  horfes,  hogs,  and  horned  cattle  ;  all  kinds 
of  poultry  and  game  in  great  abundance ;  vege- 
tables of  every  fort  in  perfeftion,  and  excellent 
fruit,  particularly  peaches  and  melons.  Their 
vaft  forefls  abound  with  oak,  afh,  beech,  chef- 
nut,  cedar,  walnut-tree,  cyprefs,  hickery,  faffafras, 
and  pine  •,  but  the  timber  is  not  counted  fo  fit  for 
fnipping  as  that  of  New  England  and  Nova  Sco- 
tia. Thefe  provinces  produce  great  quantities  of 
flax  and  hemp.  New  York  affords  mines  of  iron  j 
and  very  rich  copper  ore  is  found  in  New  Jerfey. 
New  Jerfey  is  fuppofed  to  contain  about  fixty  thou- 
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fandfonls;  but  as  yet  they  have  no  town  of  any  An.  1754, 
confequence,  Perth- Amboy,  which  is  their  capital, 
being  very  thinly  inhabited,  though  it  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  commodious  harbour,  capable  of  re- 
ceiving fhips  of  great  burthen.  The  people  of 
New  Jerfey  fend  the  greater  part  of  their  produce 
to  the  markets  of  New  York  and  Penfylvania,  to 
which  they  are  contiguous. 

Penfylvania,  lying  to  the  fouthward  of  New  Penfylva- 
York  and  New  Jerfey,  is  bounded  on  the  other  nia. 
fide  by  Maryland,  flretching  two  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  in  length,  two  hundred  in  breadth, 
and  having  no  communication  with  the  fea,  except 
by  the  mouth  of  the  river  Delaware.  The  inha- 
bitants of  this  flourifhing  province,  which  was  ori- 
ginally fettled  by  quakers  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
celebrated  William  Penn,  whofe  defcendants  are 
ftill  proprietaries  of  the  country,  amount  to  above 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand,  one  half  of  which 
number  confiils  of  Dutch,  Swedes,  and  Germans, 
who  live  together  in  admirable  harmony,  though 
divided  by  a  furprifing  diverfity  of  religions,  com- 
prehending quakers,  churchmen,  calviniils,  ki- 
therans,  catholics,  methodifls,  moravians,  inde- 
pendants,  anabaptiils,  and  a  German  fe6l  called 
dumplers,  who  live  in  a  kind  of  religious  fociety, 
wearing  long  beards,  and  a  habit  refembUng  that 
of  friars.  This  province  may  boaft  of  many  con- 
fiderable  towns ;  but  the  capital  Philadelphia  is 
remarkably  large,  rich,  and  flourifhing.  It  ftands 
on  a  tongue  of  land,  at  the  confluence  of  two  na^ 
vigable  rivers,  the  Delav/are  and  the  Schulkel,  dif- 
pofed  in  the  form  of  a  regular  oblong,  and  defigned 
by  the  original  plan  to  extend  from  the  one  to  the 

other. 
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\n.  1754.   other.    The  ftreets,  which  are  broad,  fpacious,  and 
uniform,  crols  each  other  at  right  angles,  leaving 
proper  fpaces  for  churches,    markets,  and  other 
public  edifices.      The  houfes  are  neatly  built  of 
.    brick,  the  quays  fpacious   and  magnificent,    the 
warehoufes  large  and    numerous,  and  the  docks 
commodious  and  well  contrived  for  fhip- building. 
The  number  of  inhabitants  amount  to  about  fif- 
teen thoufand,  and  they   carry  on  a  confiderable 
trade  with  the  Engl  ifh,  French,  Spanifli,  and  Dutch 
colonies  in  America,  with  the  Azores,  Canaries, 
Madeira,  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Spain,  Portu- 
gal,  and  Holland.      The  colonifts,  who  cultivate 
the  country,  are  hardy,  induftrious,  and  generally 
fubftantial;  and  the  inferior  people  among  them 
manufafture  both  linen  and  woollen  cloth  for  their 
own   wearing.     The  commodities  in  which  they 
trade  are  wheat,  flour,  barley,  oats,  Indian  corn, 
peas,  beef,  pork,  cheefe,  butter,  cyder,  beer,  flax, 
hemp,  linfeed  oil,  furs  and  deer-flcins.  Haves,  lum- 
ber,  and  iron.      The  importance  of  this  colony 
may  be  eftimated  by  the  value  of  the  imports  from 
England,  which  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred   and  fifny-feven,  amounted  to  two  hun- 
dred fixty-eight  thoufand  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
fix  pounds,    fix  fliilllngs,    and  fix-pence  fterling. 
The  greateft  inconvenience  to  v/hich  this  province 
is  expofed  arifes  from  the  pacific  principles  of  the 
quakers,  who  engrofs  the  greateft:  fhare  in  the  go- 
vernment,   and   are  generally  averfe  to  vigorous 
meafures,  even  when  they  feem  neceflTary  for  their 
own  prefervation.     Penfylvania   is   underftood  to 
extend  as  far  northerly  as  the  banks  of  the  lake  Erie, 
where  the  French  ereded  a  fort.   They  raifed  ano- 
ther. 
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ther  at  fome  diftance  to  the  fouthward  of  the  river  An,  1754. 
Au-Beuf,  and  made  other  encroachments  on  this 
colony,  which  we  Iliall  mention  in  due  order. 

Adjoining  to  part  of  Penfylvania  on  the  fea-coaft  Mary- 
lies  the  province  of  Maryland,  a  trad  of  land  fi-  ^^  * 
tuated  along  the  bay  of  Chefapeak,  in  length  about 
one  hundred  and  forty  miles,  and  nearly  of  the 
fame  breadth,  bounded  on  the  north  by  Penfylva- 
nia, on  the  eaft  by  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  by  the 
river  Potowmack  on  the  fouth.  This  country  was 
firfl  planted  with  Roman  catholics  by  lord  Balti- 
more, to  whom  Charles  II.  granted  it  by  patent. 
In  the  fequel,  however,  people  of  all  religions  were 
admitted  into  this  fettlement,  and  indulged  with 
liberty  of  confcience,  and  at  prefent  the  reigning 
religion  is  that  of  the  Englifh  church.  The  cli- 
mate is  very  fultry  in  fummer,  and  not  very  falu- 
brious.  The  foil  is  fruitful,  and  produces  a  great 
quantity  of  tobacco,  which  the  people  cultivate  as 
their  ftaple  cornmodity.  The  feat  of  government 
is  eftablilhed  at  Annapolis,  afmall  town  beautifully 
lituated  on  the  river  Patuxent,  and  here  the  go- 
vernor refides.  The  number  of  white  inhabitants 
within  this  province  does  not  exceed  forty  thou- 
fandj  but  there  are  upwards  of  fixty  thoufand 
negroes,  employed  for  the  moft  part  in  the  cul- 
ture of  tobacco,  which  they  raife  annually  to  the 
amount  of  forty  thoufand  hogfheads. 

Tracing  the  fea-coafl  ftill  foutherly,  the  next  yj^.  j  »  , 
fetdement  is  Virginia,  watered  on  the  north  by 
the  river  Potowmack,  which  is  the  boundary  be- 
tween this  and  the  ■  colony  laft  defcribed,  having 
the  bay  of  Chefapeak  to  the  eaft,  bounded  on  the  ~ 
fouth  by  Carolina,  and  extending  weftward  with- 
out 
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An.  1754.  out  anyprefcribed  limits,  though  the  plantations 
have  reached  no  farther  than  the  great  Allegany 
mountains ;  fo  that  the  province,  as  now  pofTeffed, 
flretches  in  length  about  two  hundred  and  forty 
miles,  and  in  breadth  not  above  two  hundred,  lying 
between  the  fifty  fifth  and  fortieth  degrees  of  lati- 
tude. 

In  failing  to  Virginia,  navigators  fleer  through 
a  ftreight  formed  by  two  points  called  the  Capes, 
into  the  bay  of  Chefapeak,  a  large  inlet  that  runs 
three  hundred  miles  into  the  country  from  fouth 
to  north,  covered  from  the  Atlantic  ocean  by  the 
eaftern  fide  of  Maryland,  and  a  fmall  portion  of 
Virginia  on  the  fame  peninfula.  This  noble  bay 
is  about  eighteen  miles  broad  for  a  confiderable 
fpace,  and  feven  at  its  narroweft  part,  yielding 
generally  nine  fathoms  depth  of  water ;  on  both 
fides  it  receives  many  navigable  rivers,  thofe  on 
the  Virginia  fide  being  known  by  the  names  of 
James  river,  York  river,  the  Rappahannock  and 
Potowmack.  This  country,  efoecially  towards  the 
fea,  lies  very  low  and  fwampy,  and  the  foil  is  ex- 
tremely fertile.  The  air  and  weather  are  variable  ; 
the  heats  of  fummer  excefTive ;  the  frofts  of  winter 
fudden  and  intenfely  cold;  fo  that,  upon  the  whole, 
the  climate  is  neither  very  agreeable  nor  healthy, 
the  people  being  particularly  fubjedt  to  agues  and 
pleuritic  diforders.  The  province  abounds  with  vafl: 
forefts  of  timber  :  the  plains  are  covered  Viridi  a  fur- 
prifing  luxuriancy  of  vegetables,  flowers,  and  flower- 
ing fhrubs,  diffufing  the  moft  delicious  fragrance. 
The  ground  yields  plenty  of  corn,  and  every  fort 
of  fruit  in  great  abundance  and  perfedion.  Horn- 
ed cattle  and  hogs  havQ  here  multiplied  to  admira- 
tions. 
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tion,  fmce  they  were  firfl;  imported  from  Europe.  ^^'  *754- 
The  animals,  natives  of  this  and  the  neighbouring 
countries,  are  deer,  panthers  or  tygers,  bears, 
wolves,  foxes,  fquirrels,  racoons,  and  creatures 
called  opofiums,  with  an  infinite  variety  of  beauti- 
ful birds,  and  a  diveriity  of  ferpents,  among  which 
the  rattlefnake  is  the  moll  remarkable. 

There  are  very  few  towns  in  Virginia  :  James- 
town, the  antient  capital,  is  dwindled  down  to  an 
inconfiderable  village  ;  and  Williamsburg  is  far 
from  being  extenfive  or  populous,  although  the 
feat  of  government,  v/here  the  governor  refides, 
where  the  affembly  and  courts  of  jullice  are  held, 
and  a  college  hath  been  eftabliihed  for  the  ftudy 
of  the  arts  and  fciences. 

The  number  of  white  people  in  Virginia  may 
amouat  to  feventy  thoufand  ;  but  the  negroes  are 
much  more  numerous.  Thefe  are  chiefly  em- 
ployed in  the  cultur-e  of  tobacco,  the  flaple  com- 
modity, of  which  above  forty  thoufand  hoglneads 
are  yearly  exported  from  this  province.  The  na- 
tives iikewife  fupply  Great  Britain  with  a  confider- 
able  quantity  of  flax,  hemp,  iron,  ftaves,  walnut- 
tree,  and  cedar-planks ,  and  they  trade  largely  with 
the  Weft  Indian  Ifiands  in  lumber,  pitch,  tar,  corn, 
and  provifions. 

Virginia  is  bounded  to  the  fouth  by  'the  two  Ca-  The  Mo 
rolinas,  fituated  between  the  forty-fixth  and  thirty-  ^^°  ^"^^ 
firft  degrees  of  latitude ;  the  length  amounting 
to  upwards  of  four  hundred  m.iles,  and  the  breadth 
extending  near  three  hundred,  as  far  as  the  In- 
dian nadons  called  the  Catawbas,  the  Creeks,  and 
Cherokees. 
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^"•'754*  The  country  of  Carolina  is  divided  into  two  go- 
vernments, of  which  the  moft  northern  is  the  moil 
inconfiderable.  The  cUmate  in  both  is  the  fame, 
as  well  as  the  foil :  the  firft  is  warm,  though  not 
unhealthy  ;  the  laft  extremely  fertile,  yielding 
every  tiling  in  plenty  which  is  produced  in  Virgi- 
nia, befides  abundance  of  excellent  oranges,  and 
Ibme  commodities  which  are  not  found  to  the  north- 
ward. North  Carolina,  though  not  fo  opulent,  is 
more  populous  than  the  fouthern  part.  The  chief 
town,  called  EdeMon,  is  no  better  than  a  trifling 
village ;  bpt  the  prefent  governor  has  projeded 
another  capital  farther  fouth,  upon  the  river  Neus. 
The  colonifis  of  North  Carolina  carry  on  a  con- 
fiderable  traffick  in  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  ftaves, 
fhingles,  lumber,  corn,  peas,  pork  and  beef,  to- 
.  bacco,  deer-fldns,  indigo,  wheat,  rice,  bees- wax, 
tallow,  bacon,  and  hog's  lard,  cotton,  and  fquared 
timber,  live  cattle,  with  the  ikins  of  beaver,  ra- 
coon, fox,  "minx,  wild  cat,  and  otter.  '  South  Ca- 
rolina is  much  better  cultivated ;  the  people  are 
more  civilized,  and  the  commerce  more  important. 
The  capital  of  this  province,  called  Charles- town, 
is  finely  fituated  at  the  confluence  of  two  navigable 
rivers,  having  the  advantage  of  a  commodious 
harbour.  The  town,  which,  for  fize,  beauty,  and 
commerce,  may  be  deemed  one  of  the  firft  in 
North  America,  contains  about  eight  hundred 
houfes  well  built ;  and  is  regularly  fortified.  Here 
the  governor  refides,  and  the  aflfembly  is  convoked. 
The  merchants  are  rich  and  the  people  in  general, 
gay,  liberal,  and  expenfive.  Their  trade,  exclu- 
five  of  the  articles  we  have  already  mentioned,  as 
common  to  this  government,   and  that  of  North 
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Carolina,  confills  of  two  chief  flaple  commodities,  An.  1754. 
rice  and  indigo,  which  they  cultivate  with  great 
fuccefs  j  and  they  have  like  wife  made  fome  pro- 
grefs  in  the  culture  of  filk,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped 
will  profper  under  the  cherifliing  wings  of  the  legi- 
flature. 

The  moft  fouthern  of  all  our  fettlements  on  this  ^^o^'gia, 
coaft  is  Georgia,  extending  about  fixty  miles  from 
north  to  fouth  along  the  fea-fliore ;  but  widening 
in  the  inland  parts  to  above  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
and  ftretching  almoft  three  hunj^ed  from  the  fea 
to  the  Apalachian  mountains.  This  country  dif- 
fers very  little  from  that  of  South  Carolina,  with 
which  it  borders  •,  yet  the  fummer  is  here  more 
hot,  and  the  foil  not  fo  fertile.  -* 

Savannah,  the  capital,  ftands  commodioufly  for 
trade,  about  ten  miles  from  the  fea,  on  a  river  of 
the  fame  name,  navigable  with  large  boats  tw(r 
hundred  miles  farther  up  to  the  fecond  town,  called 
Augufta,  a  place  that  flourilhes  by  the  Indian  trade 
of  fkins,  which  the  inhabitants  carry  on  with  their 
neighbours  the  Creeks,  the  Chickefaws,  and  the 
Cherokees,  v/ho  are  the  moft  numerous  and  pow- 
erful tribes  in  America. 

Georgia  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  river 
Attamaha,  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  Spanilli 
fort  of  St.  Auguftin.  The  colony  is  but  thinly 
inhabited,  though  it  increafes  in  population,  and 
the  inhabitants  begin  to  raife  large  quantities  of 
rice  and  indigo. 

Having  thus  exhibited  a  fuccinft  view  of  the 
Britilh  colonies  in  North  America,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  reader,  we  (hall  now  refume  the  thread 
of  our  hiftory,  and  particularize  the  tranfadlions  by 
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which  the  prefent  year  was  diflinguifhed  on  this 
extenfive  continent. 

The  government  of  England  having  received 
nothing  but  evafive  anfwers  from  the  court  of 
France,  touching  the  complaints  that  were  made  of 
the  encroachments  in  America,  difpatched  orders 
to  all  the  governors  of  that  country  torepel  force 
by  force,  and  drive  the  French  from  their  fettle - 
ments  on  the  river  Ohio.  Accordingly  the  pro- 
vinces of  Virginia  and  Penfylvania  took  this  im- 
portant afTair  mm  their  confideration  -,  but,  while 
They  deliberated,  the  French  vigoroully  profecuted 
their  defigns  on  the  other  fide  of  the  mountains. 
They  furprifed  Logs-town,  which  the  Virginians 
had  built  upoii  the  Ohio  ;  made  themfelves  mailers 
of  the  Block-houfe  and  Truck- houfe,  where  they 
found  fkins  and  other  commodities  to  the  amount 
of  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  and  deftroyed  all  the 
Britifh  traders,  except  two  who  found  means  ta 
efcape.  At  the  fame  time  M.  de  Contrecceurj, 
with,  a  thoufand  men  and  eighteen  pieces  of  can- 
non, arrived  in  three  hundred  canoes  from.  Venan-' 
go,  a  fort  they  had  raifed  on  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio,  and  reduced  by  furprize  a  Britifh  fort  which 
the  Virginians  had  built  on  the  forks  of  the  Mo- 
nangahela,  that  runs  into  the  fame  river. 

Thefe  hoftilities  were  followed  by  divers  ikir- 
mifhes  between  the  people  of  the  two  nations^ 
which  v/ere  fought  with  various  fuccefs. 

At  length  the  governors  of  the  Englifh  fettle- 
men  ts  received  orders  from  England  to  form  a 
polidcal  confederacy,  for  their  mutual  defence : 
and  the  governor  of  New  York  was  direded  to 
confer  with  the  chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations,,  with  a 
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view  to  detach  them  from  the  French  interefh  by   -^"^  *7S4» 
dint  of  promifes  and  prefenrs  of  value,   fent  over 
for  that  purpofe.    A  congrefs  was  accordingly  ap- 
pointed at  Albany^  to  which  place  the  governor  of 
New  York  repaired,  accompanied  by  commiiTioners   with  the 
from  all  the  other  Britilh  fetdements  :    but  a  very   i^ndiansat 
fmall  number  of  Indians  arrived,    and  even  thefe  ^^'^^"y* 
fsemed  to  be  indifferent  to  the  advances  and  ex- 
hortations that  were  made  by  the  Engliih  orator. 
The  truth  is,  the  French  had  artfully  weaned  them 
from  their  attachment  to  ihe  fubjeds  of  Great  Bri- 
tain.     Nevertheltffs,   they  accepted  the  prefents, 
renewed  their  treaties  with  the  king  of  England, 
and  even   demanded  his   a/riftance  in  driving   the 
French  from  the  pofts   and   poffe/Tions  they  had 
ufurped  within  the  Indian  territories. 

It  was  in  confequence  of  the  meafures  here 
taken,  that  colonel  Wafhingcon  was  detached  from 
Virginia  with  four  hundred  men,  and  occupied  a 
poft  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Ohio,  where  he 
threw  up  fome  works,  and  erected  a  kind  of  an  oc- 
cahonal  fort,  in  hope  of  being  able  to  defend  him- 
felf  in  that  fituation,  until  he  flx)uld  be  joined  by 
a  reinforcement  from  New  York,  which  however 
did  not  arrive.  While  he  remained  in  this  iitua^ 
tion,  De  Viller,  a  French  commander,  at  the  head 
of  nine  hundred  men,  being  on  his  march  to  dif- 
lodge  Wafhington,  detached  one  Jamonville,  an 
inferior  officer,  v/ith  a  fm^ll  parry,  and  a  formal 
fummons  to  Wafhington,  requiring  him  to  quit 
the  fort,  which  he  pretended  was  built  on  ground 
belonging  to  the  French,  or  their  allies.  So  little 
regard  was  paytd  to  this  intimation,  that  the  I^ng- 
liih  fell  upon  this  party,  and,  as  the  French  af- 
P  2  firm> 
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An.  1754'  firm,  without  the  leaft  provocation,  either  (lew  or 
took  the  whole  detachment.  De  Viller,  incenfed 
Colonel  jj.  xhQ^Q  unprovoked  hoftilities,  marched  up  to  the 
ton  de-^"  attack,  which  Wafhington  for  fome  time  fuftained 
feated  and  under  manifold  difadvantages.  At  length,  how- 
iaken  by  gygj-  he  furrendercd  the  fort  upon  capitulation, 
for  the  performance  of  which  he  left  two  officers 
as  hoftages  in  the  hands  of  the  French  ;  and  in  his 
retreat  was  terribly  harraffed  by  the  Indians,  who 
plundered  his  baggage  and  maflacred  his  people. 

This  event  was  no  fooner  known  in  England, 
than  the  Britifh  ambafiador  at  Paris  received  direc- 
tions to  complain  of  it  to  the  French  miniftry  as 
an  open  violation  of  the  peace  j  but  this  reprefen- 
tation  had  no  effedl. 

Both  nations  by  this  time  forefaw  that  a  rupture 
would  be  inevitable,  and  each  refolved  to  make 
fuitable  preparations.  France  continued  to  fend 
reinforcements  of  men,  and  fiipplies  of  ammuni- 
tion to  Quebec,  for  the  profecution  of  her  ambi- 
tious proje<5ls ;  and  the  miniftry  of  Great  Britain 
tranfmitted  falutary  cautions  to  the  governors  of 
the  provinces  in  North  America,  exhorting  them 
to  join  their  endeavours  for  repelling  the  incurfions 
of  the  enemy. 

Such  an  union  as  feemed  neceflary  for  their 
common  prefervation  was  not  eafily  effected.  The 
different  colonies  were  divided  by  different  views 
and  interefts,  both  religious  and  political :  be- 
fides,  every  lettlement  was  diftrafled  into  fadions, 
formed  by  the  governor  and  the  demagogues  of 
the  affembly  :  in  other  words,  an  oppofition  like 
that  in  parliament,  and  a  continual  ftruggle  be- 
tween the  liberties  of  the  people  and  the  preroga- 
tive 
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tive  of  the  proprietor,  whether  fovereign  or  fubjed.  '^"'  ^754- 
Mr.  Dinwiddle,  governor  of  Virginia,  having  de- 
manded a  certain  perquifite,  or  fee,  for  every  pa- 
tent he  lliould  pafs  for  land,  the  affembly  voted  his 
demand  illegal,  arbitrary,  and  oppreflive;  de- 
clared, that  every  man  who  payed  it  fhould  be 
deemed  an-  enemy  to  his  country,  and  fent  over  an 
agent  to  London  to  folicit  the  fuppreffion  of  this 
impolition.  The  reprefentatives  of  the  people  in 
Penfylvania  wafted  the  time  in  vain  deliberations 
and  violent  difputes  with  their  proprietaries,  while 
the  enemy  infefted  their  frontiers.  The  colony  of 
New  York  was  filled  with  difcontent  and  animofity. 
Sir  Danvers  Osborn,  who  had  been  appointed  go- 
vernor of  this  province,  died  immediately  after  his 
arrival  at  New  York,  and  the  inftrudions  he  had 
received  were  expofed  to  public  cenfure.  The 
preamble  inveighed  feverely  againft  the  want  of 
duty,  allegiance,  loyalty,  and  unanimity,  which 
had  lately  appeared  fo  notorious  in  the  affembly  of 
that  province,  who  had  violated  the  royal  commif- 
fion  and  inftrudions,  by  affuming  to  themfelves 
the  power  to  difpofe  of  public  money  in  the  laws 
which  they  had  occafionally  paffed.  This  gentle- 
man was  therefore  diredled  to  infift- upon  the  re- 
formation of  all  thofe  public  abufes,  and  upon  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  certain  fupply  for  the  fervice  of 
the  government,  as  well  as  upon  the  fettlement  of 
^a  falary  for  himfelf.  Moreover,  his  majefty,  in 
thefe  inftrudions,  fignified  his  will  and  pleafure. 
That  all  money  raifed  for  the  fupply  and  fupport  of 
government,  or  upon  any  emergency  for  imme- 
diate fervice,  (hould  be  difpofed  of  and  applied  pro<= 
perly  to  the  ufe  for  which  it  might  be  granted,  by 
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M'  754'   warrant  from  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice 
anc;  confent  of  the  council  of  the  province,  and  no 
otherwife:  That,  neverthelefs,  the  aflembly  fhonld 
be  permitted,  from  time  to  time,  to  view  and  exa- 
mine the  accounts  of  money  difpofcd  of,  by  virtue 
of  laws  which  they  had  enr.ded :  That  if  any  mem> 
ber  of  the  council,  or  officer  holding  place  of  truft 
or  profit  within  the  government,  fhould,  in  any 
manner  v/hatever,  give  his  aflent  to,  or  in  any  wife 
advife  or  concur  with  the  affembly  in  paffing  any 
ad  or  vote,  whereby  the  royal  prerogative  might 
be  leffened  or  impaired,  or  any  money  be  raifed  or 
difpofed  cf  for  the  public  fervice,  contrary  to  or 
inconfiftent  with  the  method  prefcribed  by  thefe 
inftrudions,  the  governor  lliould  forthwith  remove 
or  fufpend  fuch  counfellor  or  officer  fo  offending, 
and  give  an  immediate  account  of  his  proceedings 
to  the  commifTioners    of   trade    and  plantations, 
Thefe  were  peremptory  injunftions,  which  plainly 
proved,  that  the  miniflry  was  determined  to  iup- 
port  the  prerogative  with  a  high  hand ;  but  it  mufl 
be  owned,  at  the  fame  time,  that  abundance  of 
proYoeation  had  been  given  by  the  infolent  oppoli- 
tion  of  fome  turbulent  individuals,  who  had  exerted 
all  their  influence  in  diflurbing  and  diftreffing  the 
views  and  defigns  of  the  government. 
,  '  While  the  Britifh  colonies  in  America  were,   by 
thefe  divifions,  in  a  great  meafure  difabled  from 
making  vigorous  efforts  againft  the  common  ene- 
my, the  admin  iteration  at  home  began  to  exert  it- 
fslf  for  their  defence.     Officers  were  appointed  for 
two  regiments,  confifling  of  two  battalions  each, 
to  be  raifed  in  America,  and    commanded  by  Sir 
yv'iiliam  P^pperei  and  governor  Shirley,  who  had 
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enjoyed  the  fame  command  in  the  laft  war  •,   and  a   ^"'  *7S4.^ 
body  of  troops  was  deftined  for  the  fame  fervice. 

The  moft  remarkable  incident  that  marked  this   The  he- 
year  on  the  continent  of  Europe  was  the  conver-    ^^^'^^^ry 
fion  of  the  hereditary  prince  of  Hefle  Caflel,  who   Heffe  Caf- 
had  efpoufed  the  princefs  Mary  of  England.     He   fel  pro- 
now  declared  himfelf  a  Roman  catholic,  and  was   ^^^^^  *^® 
fuppofed  to  have  been  cajoled  to  this  profeffion  by  cathd" 
the  promifes  of  certain  powers,   who  flattered  his  reii<^ion, 
ambition,  in  order  to  weaken  the  proteftant  intereft 
in  Germany.     His  father,  though  deeply  affetled 
by  his  fon's  apoftacy,   did  not  fail  to  take  imme- 
diate meafures  for  preventing  the  evil  confequences 
which  might  otherwife  have  flowed  from  his  defec- 
tion.    He  forthwith  aficmbled  the  ftates  of  the 
iandgraviate,   in  order  to  take  fuch  meafures  as 
might   appear   necefllary  to   maintain  the  religion, 
laws,  and  confliitution   of  the  country;    and  the 
prince  was  laid  under  certain  refl:ri(5lions,  which  he 
will  not  find  it  an  eafy  task  to  fet  aflde.    It  was  en- 
a6ted,  that  when  the  regency  fliould  devolve  to  him 
by  fuccefilon,   he   iliould  not  have  it  in  his  power 
to  alter  the  efl:abliihed  laws,  or  grant  any  church  to 
perfons  of  the  Roman  communion,  for  the  public 
exercife  of  their  religion  ;   and  that  he  fliould  be 
excluded  from  all  fnare  in  the  education  of  his 
fons,  the  eldeft  of  whom  fliould  be  put  in  poflfef- 
fion  of  the  county  of  Hanau  upon  his  father's  ac- 
ceflion  to  the  regency  of  the  Iandgraviate.    Thele 
refolutions  were  guarantied  by  the  kings  of  Pruf- 
fia  and  Denmark,   by  the  Maritime  Powers,  and 
the  Evangelic  Body  of  the  empire. 

The  exile  of  the  parliament  of  Paris,  far  from 
having  intimidated  the  other  tribunals  from  per- 
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An.  1754.  forming  what  they  apprehended  to  be  their  duty^ 
ferved  only  to  inflame  the  difcontents  of  the  people, 
and  to  animate  all  the  courts  of  jullice  to  a  full  ex- 
ertion of  their  authority.  The  chatelet  continued 
to  profecute  thofe  priefls  who  refufed  the  facrament 
to  pcrfons  whofe  confciences  would  not  allow  them 
to  fubfcribe  the  bull  Unigenitus,  even  after  three 
of  their  members  were  fent  to  the  Baftile.  The 
iame  profecutions  were  carried  on,  and  bold  remon- 
llrances  publifhed  by  the  parliaments  of  Aix  and 
Rouen.  In  a  word,  the  whole  kingdom  was  filled 
with  fuch  confufion  as  threatened  a  total  fuppref- 
fion  of  jullice,  a  general  fpirit  of  difaffeftion,  and 
univerfai  anarchy.  The  prelates,  mean  while,  feem- 
ed  to  triumph  in  the  combuflion  they  had  raifed. 
They  entered  into  affociations  to  fupport  each 
other  :  they  intrigued  at  court,  and  harralTed  the 
king  with  infolent  declarations,  until  he  grew  tired 
of  their  proceedings,  and  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
fatal  confequences  of  their  pride  and  obllinacy.  He 
even  took  an  opportunity  of  exhorting  the  arch- 
bilhop  of  Paris  to  ad  more  fuitably  to  the  charac- 
The  par-  j-^j.  q£  ^  clergyman.  He  recalled  the  parliament 
ofParis  ^^°"^  ^^^^^'  ^"^  ^^^y  returned  in  triumph,  amidft 
recalled  the  acclamations  of  the  people,  who  celebrated 
from  ex-  their  arrival  at  Paris  with  the  moft  extravagant 
^^^'  demonftrations  of  joy  -,  and  the  archbifhop,  not- 

withftanding  the   king's  exprefs  declaration  to  the 
'    contraiy,   ftill  perfifting  in  countenancing  the  re- 
cufant  pricfts,     was    banifhed   to   Conflans-fous- 
Charenton. 
Affairs  of       In   Spain  the  intereft  of  Great  Britain  was  fo 
Spain  and  warmly  efpoufed,  and  fo  powerfully  fupported  by 
Portugal,    j^j.^  Walij  who  had  been  refident  in  England,  that 
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the  French  party,  though  countenanced  by  the  *75'^* 
queen-mother,  and  fuftained  with  all  the  influence 
of  the  marquis  de  la  Enfenada  the  prime  minifter, 
was  totally  defeated.  The  king  being  convinced 
that  it  would  be  for  the  intereft  of  his  fubjedls  to 
live  on  good  terms  with  England,  and  well  ap- 
prifed  of  Enfenada's  intrigues,  ordered  that  mi- 
nifter to  be  arrefted  and  confined,  and  beftowed 
upon  Mr,  Wall  the  beft  part  of  his  employments. 
Neverthelefs  the  Spaniards  in  the  Weft  Indies 
continued  to  opprefs  the  fubjefts  of  Great  Britain 
employed  in  cutting  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Hon- 
duras -,  and  reprefentations  on  this  head  being 
made  to  the  court  of  Madrid,  the  difpute  was  ami- 
cably adjufted  between  Mr.  Wall  and  Sir  Benja- 
min Kcene  the  Britifti  ambajGTador.  While  the  in- 
tereft of  Britain  thus  triumphed  in  Spain,  it  feemed 
to  lofe  ground  at  the  court  of  Lisbon.  His  Por- 
tuguefe  majefty  had  formed  vaft  projedls  of  an  ac- 
tive commerce,  and  even  eftabliflied  an  Eaft  In- 
dia company :  in  the  mean  time  he  could  not 
help  manifefting  his  chagrin  at  the  great  quanti- 
ties of  gold  which  were  yearly  exported  from  his 
dominions,  as  the  balance  due  from  his  fubjefls 
on  Englifti  commodities.  In  his  endeavours  to 
check  this  traffic,  whicb  he  deemed  fo  detrimental 
to  his  fubjefts,  he  inflifted  hardftiips  on  the  Britilh 
merchants  fettled  at  Lisbon:  fome  were  imprifon- 
ed  on  frivolous  pretences ;  others  deprived  of  their 
property,  and  obliged  to  quit  the  kingdom.  He 
infifted  upon  laying  an  impofition  of  two  per  cen- 
tum on  all  the  Portuguefe  gold  that  fhould  be  ex- 
ported i  but  the  profits  of  the  trade  would  not  bear 
fuch   an  exadion.      Mean  while,  there  being  a 
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kn.  1754.  fcarcity  of  corn  in  Portugal,  the  kingdom  was  fup- 
plied  from  England  j  and  the  people  having  no- 
thing but  gold  to  purchafe  this  neceiTary  fupply, 
the  king  faw  the  neceffity  of  conniving  at  the  ex:- 
portation  of  his  coin,  and  the  trade  reverted  into 
its  former  channel. 

On  the  fourteenth  day  of  November  the  king 
of  Great  Britain  opened  the  feffion  of  parliament 
with  an  harangue,  v/hich  intimated  nothing  of  an 
approaching  rupture.  He  faid.  That  the  general 
ftate  of  affairs  in  Europe  had  undergone  very  little 
alteration  fince  their  lad  meeting  -,  that  he  had  lately 
received  the  ftrongefl  affurances  from  his  good 
brother  the  king  of  Spain  of  friendlhip  and  con- 
fidence, which  he  would  cultivate  with  harmo- 
ny and  good  faith.  He  declared  his  principal 
view  lliould  be  to  ftrengthen  the  foundation,  and 
fecure  the  duration  of  a  general  peace  •,  to  improve 
the  prefent  advantages  of  it  for  promoting  the 
trade  of  his  good  fubjeds,  and  proteding  thole 
pofTefTions  which  conftituted  one  great  fource  of 
their  wealth  and  commerce.  Finally,  he  exhorted 
them  to  compleat  their  plan  for  appropriating  the 
forfeited  eftates  in  the  Highlands  to  the  fervice  of 
the  public.  He  probably  avoided  mentioning  the 
encroachments  of  France,  that  he  might  fupply  no 
handle  for  debates  on  the  addrefs,  which  was  car- 
ried in  both  houfes  almoft  without  oppofition. 

The  government  feemed  determined  to  humble 
the  infolence  of  the  French  councils ;  and  this  dif- 
podtion  was  fo  agreeable  to  the  people  in  general, 
that  they  begrudged  no  expence,  and  heartily  con- 
curred with  the  demands  of  the  miniftry. 

The 
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The  commons  granted  fjr  the  fervice  of  the  cn- 
fuing  year  four  millions  feventy- three  thoufand  Supplies 
feven  hundred  and  twenty-nine  pounds;  one  mil-  granted, 
lion  of  that  Turn  exprefly  given  for  enabUng  his 
majefty  to  augment  his  forces  by  land  and  fea. 
Thirty-two  thoufand  pounds  were  allotted  as  afub- 
fidy  to  the  king  of  Poland,  and  twenty  thoufand  to 
the  eleflor  of  Bavaria.  Thefe  gratifications  met 
with  little  or  no  oppolition  in  the  committee  of 
fupply  ;  becaufe  it  was  taken  for  granted,  that,  in 
cafe  of  a  rupture,  France  would  endeavour  to  avail 
herfelf  of  her  fuperiority  by  land,  by  invading  his 
Britannic  majefty's  German  dominions  ;  and  there- 
fore it  might  be  neceflary  to  fecure  the  affiftance  of 
fuch  allies  on  the  continent.  That  they  prognof^ 
ticated  aright,  with  refped:  to  the  defigns  of  that 
ambitious  power,  will  foon  appear  in  the  courfe  of 
this  hiftory  ;  which  will  alfo  demonftrate  how  little 
dependence  is.  to  be  placed  upon  the  profelTed  at- 
tachment of  fubfidiary  princes. 

The  fupplies  were  railed  by  the  Handing  branches 
of  the  revenue,  the  land  tax  and  malt  tax,  and  a 
lottery  for  one  million  ;  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  of  it  to  be  dedu6led  for  the  fervice  of  the 
public,  and  the  remaining  nine  hundred  thoufand 
to  be  charged  on  the  produce  of  the  fmking  fund, 
at  the  rate  of  three  per  centum  per  annum,  to 
commence  from  the  fifth  day  of  January  in  the 
year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  fix. 

The  civil  tranfaftions  of  this  fefiion  were  con- 
fined to  a  few  objects.  Divers  new  regulations  were 
made  for  encouraging  and  improving  the  whale  and 
white  herring  firftiery,   as  well  as  jfor  finifhing  and 
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putting  in  a  proper  ftate  of  defence  a  new  fort,' 
lately  built  at  Anamaboe  on  the  coaft  of  Africa. 
Bill  in  be-       ^^»  P^'^^'   ^^^  paymafter-general  of  the  forces, 
half  of       brought  in  a  bill,  which  wiil  ever  remain  a  ftand- 
Chelfea       j^jg  monument  of  his  humanity.     The  poor  dif- 
s^rs^°"        abled  veterans,  who  enjoyed  the  penfion  of  Chelfea 
hofpital,  were  fo  iniquitoufly  opprefled  by  a  fet  of 
mifcreants,  who  fupplied  them  with  money  per  ad- 
vance,  at  the  moft  exorbitant  rates  of  ufury,  that 
many  of  them  with  their  families  were  in  danger  of 
ftarving;  and  the  intention  of  the  government  in 
granting  fuch  a  comfortable  fubfiftance,  was  in  a 
great  meafure  defeated.     Mr.  Pitt,  perceiving  that 
this  evil  originally  flowed  from  the  delay  of  the 
firfl  payment,  which  the  penfioner  could  not  touch 
till  the  expiration  of  a  whole  year  after  he  had 
been  put   upon  the  lift,  removed  this  neceffity  of 
borrowing,  by  providing  in  the  bill,  that  half  a  year's 
penfion  Ihould  be  advanced  half  a  year  before  it  is 
due ;  and  the  praflice  of  ufury  was  efFedually  pre- 
vente4  by  a  claufe,  importing,   that  all  contracts 
fhould  be  void,    by  which  any  penfion  might  be 
mortgaged.     This  humane  regulation  was  unani- 
raoufly  approved,  and  having  pafled  through  both 
houfes  with  uncommon  expedition,    received  the 
royal  aiTent. 
Oxford-         Notwithftanding  the  unanimity  manifefted  by 
ihire  el?c-  ^j^g  commons,   in  every  thing  relating  to  the  mea- 
fures  for  adling    vigoroufly  againft  the  common 
enemy  of  the  nation,   they  were  remarkably  dif- 
turbed  and  divided  by  a  contefted  eledion  of  mem- 
bers for  Oxfordfhire.     In  the  courfe  of  this  dif- 
pute,    the  ftrength   and    influence  of  what   they 
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called  the  old  and  new  intereft,  or,  to  fpeak  more 
intelligibly,  of  the  Tories  and  Whigs  in  that 
county,  were  fully  difplayed.  The  candidates  fuf- 
tained  on  the  Ihoulders  of  the  old  intereft,  were 
the  lord  vifcount  Wenman,  and  Sir  James  Dafh- 
wood  ;  and  their  competitors,  whom  the  new  in- 
tereft fupported,  and  of  confequence  the  miniftry 
countenanced,  were  lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward 
Turner.  Never  was  any  contention  of  this  kind 
maintained  with  more  fpirit  and  animofity,  or  car- 
ried on  at  a  greater  expence.  One  would  have 
imagined  that  each  fide  confidered  it  as  a  difpute 
which  muft  have  determined,  whether  the  nation 
Ihould  enjoy  its  antient  liberty,  or  tamely  fubmit 
to  the  fetters  of  corruption.  Noblemen  and  gen- 
tlemen, clergymen  and  ladies,  employed  all  their 
talents  and  induftry  in  canvaffing  for  either  fide, 
throughout  every  townftiip  and  village  in  the 
county.  Scandal  emptied  her  whole  quiver  of 
infinuation,  calumny,  and  lampoon ;  corruption 
was  not  remifs  in  promifes  and  prefents  :  houfes 
of  entertainment  were  opened ;  and  nothing  was 
for  fome  time  to  be  feen  but  fcenes  of  tumult, 
riot,  and  intoxication.  The  revenue  of  many  an 
independent  prince  on  the  continent  would  not 
have  been  fufficientto  afford  fuch  fums  of  money 
as  were  expended  in  the  courfe  of  this  difpute.  At 
length  they  proceeded  to  eledion,  and  the  ftieriff 
made  a  double  return  of  ail  the  four  candidates, 
fo  that  not  one  of  them  could  fit,  and  the  county 
remained  without  a  reprefentative  until  this  ambi- 
guous affair  could  be  decided  in  the  houfe  of  com* 
mons.  About  the  middle  of  November  petitions 
being  prefented  by  the  four  candidates,  as  well  as 
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by  the  gentlemen,  clergy,  and  other  freeholders  of 
the  county,  complaining  of  an  undue  ele6tion,  and 
double  return,  the  matter  of  thefe  petitions  was 
heard  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  on  the  third  day  of 
December.  The  counfel  for  lord  Wenman  and 
Sir  James  Dalhwood  alledged,  that  they  had  the 
majority  of  votes  upon  the  poll-,  and  this  circum- 
ftance  was  admitted  by  the  counfel  on  the  other 
fide  :  then  they  proceeded  to  prove  by  evidence, 
that,  after  clofing  the  poll,  the  fheriff  declared 
the  majority  of  votes  to  be  in  favour  of  thefe  two 
candidates,  and  adjourned  the  court  from  the 
twenty-third  day  of  April  to  the  eighth  of  May; 
fo  that  the  fcrutiny  demanded,  and  granted  on 
the  behalf  of  lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner 
could  not  be  difcuffed  before  the  laft  day  of  the 
month,  when  the  writ  was  returnable  :  that  the 
fcrutiny  did  not  begin  'till  the  ninth  day  of  May, 
when  the  time  was  protrafted  by  difputes  about 
the  manner  in  which  it  (liould  be  carried  on ;  that 
lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner  were  allowd 
to  objeft,  through  the  whole  poll,  to  the  votes  on 
the  other  fide,  on  pretence  that  their  competi- 
tors fhould  be  permitted  to  anfwer  thefe  obje^ions, 
and  in  their  turn,  objed  through  the  whole  poll 
to  the  voters  for  lord  Parker  tod  Sir  Edward  Tur- 
ner, who  fhould,  in  the  lall  place,  have  leave  to 
anfwer  :  that  lord  Wenman  and  Sir  James  DaQi- 
wood  had  difapproved  of  this  method,  becaule 
they  apprehended  it  might  induce  their  competi- 
tors to  make  fuch  a  number  of  frivolous  objections, 
that  they  Ihould  not  have  time  to  anfwer  one  half 
of  them,  much  lefs  to  make  objeftions  of  their  own 
before  the  writ  Ihould  be  returned :    that,   they 
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forefaw,  fuch  a  number  of  frivolous  objecllons  were   An.  1754, 
made,   as   engroffed  the   attention  of  the  court  till 
the  twenty-feventh  day  of  May  -,  fo  that  they  could 
not  begin  to  anfwer  any  of  thele  objeftions  till  the 
twenty-eighth ;   and  on   the    thirtieth  the  fheriff, 
having  clofed  the  fcrutiny,  made  the  double  return. 
The  proof  being  exhibited,  the   counfei  infilled, 
that,  as  they  had  eflablifhed  a  majority  on  the  poll, 
and  'demonftrated  that  this   majority  neither  was 
nor  could  be  overthrown  by  fucli  an   unfinifhed 
fcrutiny,  it  was  incumbent  on  the  other  fide  to 
proceed  upon   the  merits  of  the  ele6lion,  by  en- 
deavouring to  overthrow  that  majority  of  which 
their  clients  were  in  pofleiTion.     A  queftion  in  the 
houfe  being   carried  to   the   fame    purpofe,  lord 
Wenman  and  Sir  James  Dafhwood  obje6ted  to  five 
hundred  and  thirty  voters  on  the  ether  fide,  whom 
they  propofed  to   difqualify.     Their  counfel  exa- 
mined feveral  witnelTes,  to  prove  the  partiality  of 
the  Iheriff  in  favour  of  lord  Parker  and  Sir  Ed- 
ward Turner,    and  to  deted  thefe  candidates  in 
the  praftice  of  bribery  ;    for  which   purpofe  they 
produced    a  letter    in   their  own    hand-writing.^ 
They  afterwards  proceeded  to  difqualify  particular 
votes,    and  fummed    up   their   evidence    on    the 
twenty-firil  day  of    January.     Then  the  counfel 
for   the  other   fide  began  to  refute  the  charge  of 
partiality  and  corruption ;   and  to  anfwer  the  ob- 
jedions   that  had  been   made  to  particular  voters. 
They  produced  evidence  to  prove,  that  cuftoma- 
ry  freeholds,  or  cuftomary   holdings,   had  voted 
at  eledions  in  the  counties  of  Glamorgan,   Mon- 
mouth,   Glouceiler,    Wells,  and  Hereford;    and 
that  the  cuftomary  tenants  of  the  manor  of  Wode- 
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An.  1754.  ftock,  in  Oxfordfhire,  had  been  reputed  capable 
of  voting,  and  even  voted  at  eleftions  for  that 
county.  In  a  word,  they  continued  to  examine 
evidences,  argue  and  refute,  prove  and  difprove, 
until  the  twenty-third  day  of  April,  when,  after 
fome  warm  debates  and  divifions  in  the  houfe, 
lord  Parker  and  Sir  Edward  Turner  were  declared 
duly  elected  ;  and  the  clerk  of  the  crown  was  or- 
dered to  amend  the  return,  by  crazing  the  names 
of  lord  Wenman  and  Sir  James  Dafhwood.  Many 
who  prefumed  to  think  for  themfelves,  without 
recolledling  the  power  and  influence  of  the  admi- 
niftration,  were  aftonifhed  at  the  iffue  of  this  dif- 
pute;  which,  however,  might  have,  eafily  been 
forefeen ;  inafmuch  as,  during  the  courfe  of  the 
proceedings,  moll,  if  not  all,  of  the  many  queftions 
debi^ted  in  the  houfe,  were  determined  by  a  great 
majority  in  favour  of  the  new  intereft.  A  great 
number  of  copy-holders  had  been  admitted  to  vote 
at  this  eledlion,  and  the  Iheriff  incurred  no  cenfure 
for  allowing  them  to  take  the  oath  appointed  by 
law  to  be  taken  by  freeholders :  neverthelefs  the 
commons  carefully  avoided  determining  the  que- 
ftion.  Whether  copy -holders,  poffeffed  of  the 
yearly  value  of  forty  {hillings,  clear  of  all  deduc- 
tions, have  not  a  right  to  Ivote  for  knights  to  re- 
prefent  the  fhire  within  which  their  copy-hold 
eftates  are  fituated  ?  This  point  being  left  doubt- 
ful by  the  legiflature,  puts  it  often  in  the  power 
of  the  Iherifif  to  return  which  of  the  candidates 
he  pleafes  to  fupport  •,  for,  if  the  majority  of 
the  voting  copy-holders  adheres  to  the  interefts  of 
his  favourites,  he  will  admit  their  votes  both  on 
the  poll  and  the  fcrutiny  :  whereas,  Ihould  they  be 
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otherwlfe  dlfpofed,  he  will  rejeif]:  them  as  linqiia-  ^0.1755"^ 
lified.  What  effed  this  pradice  may  have  upoa 
the  independency  of  parliament,  every  perfon  mud 
perceive,  who  reflefts,  that  in  almoft  ail  the  coun- 
ties of  England,  the  high  fherifFs  are  annually  ap- 
pointed by  the  minifter  for  the  time  being. 

The  attention  of  the  legiflature  was  chiefly 
turned  upon  the  condufl  of  France,  which  pre- 
ferved  no  medium,  but  feemed  intent  upon  iirik- 
ing  fome  important  blow,  that  might  ferv€  as  a 
declaration  of  war.  At  Bred,  and  other  ports  in 
that  kingdom,  the  French  were  employed  in  equip- 
ping a  powerful  armament,  and  made  no  Icruple 
to  own  it  was  intended  for  North-America. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  March,  Sir  Thomas 
Robinfon,  fecretary  cf  flate,  brought  a  mefiage 
from  the  king  to  the  parliament,  intimating.  That 
his  majefty  having  at  the  beginning  of  the  fefiion 
declared,  that  his  principal  objeft  was  to  preferve  n^o^s, 
the  public  tranquillity,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
proted  thofe  pollefllons  which  conftitute  one  great 
fource  of  the  commerce  and  wealth  of  his  kino;, 
doms ;  he  now  finds  it  neceffary  to  acquaint  the 
houfe  of  commons,  that  the  prefent  ficuation  of 
affairs  make  it  requifite  to  augment  his  forces  by 
fea  and  land,=.and  to  take  fuch  other  meaiures  as 
may  befl;  tend  to  preferve  the  general  peace  of  Eu- 
rope, and  to  fecure  the  juft  rights  and  poffcffions 
of  his  crown  in  America,  as  well  as  to  repel  any 
attempts  whatfoever  that  may  be'  made  to  fupporc 
or  countenance  anydefigns  which  may  be  formed 
againft  his  majefty  and  his  kingdoms  •,  and  his  ma- 
jefty doubts  not  but  his  faithful  commons,  on 
whofe  affection  and  zeal  he  entirely  relies,  will  en- 
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Au.i755.  able  him  to  make  fuch  augmentations,  and  to  tak3' 
fuch  meafures  for  fupporting-  the  honour  of  his 
crown,  and  the  true  interefts  of  his  people,  and  fo? 
the  fecurity  of  his  dominions  in  the  prefent  critical 
conjunduiTe,  as  the  exigency  of  affairs  may  require  j 
in  doing  which  his  majefty  will  have  as  much 
regard  to  the  eafe  of  his  good  fubjeds,  as  fnall  be  ' 
confiftent  with  their  fafety  and  welfare. 

In  anfwer  to  this  meiTage,  a  very  warm  and  af- 
fectionate addrefs  was  prefented  to  his  majefty  ; 
and  it  was  on  this  occafion  that  the  million  was 
granted,  for  augmenting  his  forces  by  fea  and 
,land. 

The  miniftry  having  refolved  to  fend  a  body  of 
forces  to  America,  to  ad  in   conjunclion  v/ith  the 
provincial  troops   raifed  on  that  continent,  it  be- 
came necelTary  that  the  mutiny  ad  lliould  be  ren- 
dered more  clear  and  extenfive.     V/hen   this  bill 
therefore  fell  under  confideration,  it  was  improved 
,  ,,.  .        with  a  new  claufe,  providino-  That  all  officers  and 
r.al  claule   foldiers  ct  any  troops,  being  muitered  and  m  pay, 
to  the  mo-   \vhich  are  or  ihall  be  raifed  in  any  of  the  Britifh- 
fjey-biii.     provinces  in  America,  by  authority  of  the  refpec- 
tive  governors  or  governments  hereof,  fcall,  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  places,  when  they  happen  to  join 
or  ad  in  conjundion  v/ith    his   majefty's  Britifri' 
■forces,  be  liable  to  mardal  law  and  difcipline,.  in^ 
like  manner,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  the 
Britifh  forces  are  and  ihall  be  fubjcd  ,to  the  fame^ 
trial,  penalties,  and  punidiments. 

The  court  of  Verfailles,  notwithfqanding  the  af- 
fiduity  and  dilpatch  v/hich  they  were  exerting  in 
equipping  armam.ents  and  embarking  troops  for' 
the  fupport  of  their  ambitious  fchemes  ixi  Americay 
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itili  Gontinurd  to  aniafc  ihi  BiivSn.  miniilry   widi   An.  1755. 
g'-;neral  declarations,  thac  no  hoftility  was  intendedj 
nor  the  kaft:  infringeinentof  the  treaty. 

The  earl  of  Albemarle,  the  Englifli  ambaiTador 
at  Paris,  having  lately  died  in  that  city,  theic  afTa- 
rances  were  communicated  to  the  court  of  London 
by  the  marquis  de  Mii-epoix,  who  refided  in  Eng- 
land with  the  fame  character,  which   he  had   fup- 
ported  fince  his  firil  arrival  v/ith  equal  honour  and 
politenefG.     On  this  occafion  he  himfelf  was  fo  far 
impofed  upon  by  the  inilruifticns  he  had  received, 
that  he  believed   the  profefiions  of  his  court  were 
fmcere,    and  ferioufly  endeavoured  to   prevent   | 
rupture    between   the    two   nations.       At  length, 
hov/ever,  their  preparations  were  fo  notorious,  thac 
he   began   to   fufpeft   the   coniequence  j    and   the 
Englilii  miniilry  produced  fuch  proofs  of  their  in- 
fmccrity  and  double  dealing,  that  he  feemed  to  be 
ftruck  with    aftonifhment   and    chagrin.     He  re- 
paired to  France,  and   upbraided  the   miniilry  of 
Verfailles  for  having  made   him  the  tool  of  their 
dilTimulation.     They    referred   him  to  the    king, 
who  ordered  him  to  return  to  London,  with  frem 
affurances  of  his  pacific  intendons :   but  his   prac- 
tice agreed  fo  ill  with  his  profeiTions,  that  the  arn- 
baffador  had  fcarce  obtained   an  audience  to  com- 
municate them,  when  undoubted  intelligence  ar- 
rived, that  a  powerful  armament  v/as  ready  to  fail 
from  Breix  and   Rochforr,     The   government  of 
Great-Britain,  aroufed  by  this  information,  imme- 
diately  took  the   moil   expeditious    methods    for 
equipping  a  fquadron  •,  and  towards  the  latter  end 
of  April,  admiral  Bofcawen  failed  with  eleven  fiiips 
of  the  line  and  one  frigate,  having  on  board  a  con- 
0^2  fiderabie 
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An.  1755.  fiderable  number  of  land-forcfes,  to  attend  the  mo- 
tions of  the  enemy:  but  more  certain  and  parti- 
cular intelligence  arriving  foon  after,  touching  the 
ftrength  of  the  French  fleet,  which  confifted  of 
twenty  five  fhips  of  the  line,  befides  frigates  and 
tranfports,  with  a  great  quantity  of  warlike  ftores, 
and  four  thoufand  regular  troops,  commanded  by 
the  baron  Diefkau,  admiral  Holbourne  was  de- 
tached with  fix  {hips  of  the  line,  and  one  frigate, 
to  reinforce  Mr.  Bofcawen  ;  and  a  great  number  of 
capital  fiiips  were  put  in  commifijon. 

In  the  beginning  of  May,  the  French  fleet,  com- 
manded by  Mr.  Macnamara,  an  officer  of  Irifh  ex- 
trafcion,  failed  from  Bred,  direfting  his  courfe  to 
North- America  ;  but,  after  havmg  proceeded  be- 
yond the  chops  of  the  Englifh  channel,  he  returned 
with  nine  of  the  capital  {hips,  while  the  reix  of  the 
armament  continued  their  courfe  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Bois  de  ia  Mothe. 
En^  of  C)n  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  April,  the  king  went 

thefefiion.  to  the  houfe  of  lords,  where,  after  giving  the  royal 
afTent  to  the  bills  then  depending ;  for  granting  a 
certain  fum  out  of  the  finking-fund,  for  the  relief 
of  infolvent  debtors,  for  the  better  regulation  of 
the  marine  forces  on  lliore,  for  the  better  raifing 
of  marines  and  feamen,  and  to  fsveral  other  public 
and-  private  bills ;  his  majefty  put  an  end  to  the 
fefTion  of  parliament  by  a  fpeech,  in  v-^hich  he  ac- 
quainted the  two  houfes,  That  the  zeal  they  had 
iliewn  for  fupporting  the  honour,  rights,  and  pof- 
fefilons  of  his  crowns,  had  afi-brded  htm  the  greateft 
fatisfaction  :  That  his  defire  to  preferve  the  public 
tranquillity  had  been  fincere  and  uniform  :  That 
he  had  religioufly  adhered  to  the  flipulations  of 

the 
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the  treaty  of  Aix-laChapelle,  and  made  it  his  care  An. 1755. 
not  to  injure  or  offend  any  power  whatfoever-,  but 
that  he  never  could  entertain  a  thought  of  pur- 
chafing  the  name  of  peace  at  the  expence  of  fuffer- 
ing  incroachments  upon,  or  of  yielding  up,  what  ■ 
juftly  belonged  to  Great-Britain,  either  by  ancient 
pofTeffion,  or  by  folemn  treaties :  That  the  vigour 
and  firmnefs  of  his  parliament,  on  this  important 
occanon,  had  enabled  him  to  be  prepared  for  fuch 
contingencies  as  might  happen  :  That  if  reafon- 
able  and  honourable  terms  of  accommodation 
could  be  agreed  upon,  he  would  be  fatisfied  j  and, 
in  all  events,  rely  on  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  the 
effectual  fupport  of  his  people,  and  the  protediion 
of  Divine  Providence,  The  parliament  was  then 
prorogued  to  the  tv/enty-feventh  of  May. 

Whilft  all  Europe  was    in    fufpence   about  the  Prepara- 

fate  of  the  Ensflifn   and  French  fquadrons,  prepa-   ^'^"^  ^°^ 

.  .  war. 

rations  for  a  vigorous  fea  war  v/ere  going  forward 

in  England  with  an  unparalleled  fpirit  and  fuccefs. 
Still  the  French  court  flattered  itfelf  that  Great 
-Britain,  out  of  tendernefs  to  his  majefiy's  German 
dominions,  would  defift  from   hoftilities.     Mire- 
poix  continued  to  have  frequent  conferences  wiui 
the  Britiili  miniffry,  v;ho  made  no  fccret  that  their 
admirals,  particularly  Bofcawen,  had  orders  to  attack 
the  French  (hips  wherever  they  fhould  meet  them. 
On  the  other  hand,  Monf.  de  Mirepoix  declared,- 
That  his  mailer  would  confider  the  firil  gun  fired  at   xhe 
fca,  in  an  hofhile  manner,  as  a  declaration  of  war.   French 
This  menace,  far   from  intimidatins;  the   Enslifii.,   ^''^^^^'^- 
rnade  them   redouble  their  preparations  for  war.   ciara-'on 
The  prefs  for  feamen  was  carried  on  with  extraordi- 
nary vigour  in  all  parts  of  this  kingdoiTij  as  v/ell  as  in 
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An. 1 755.  Ireland  ;  and  great  premiums  were  given  not  only 
by  the  government:,  but  alfo,  over  and  above  his 
majefty's  bounty,  by  almofi:  ^W  the  confiderable  ci- 
ties and  towns  in  England,  to  fuch  as  fhouid  inlift 
•  voluntarily  for  failors  or  foldiers.  Other  branches 
of  the  public  lervice  went  on  v/ith  equal  alacrity  • 
and  fuch  was  the  eagernefs  of  the  people  to  lend 
their  money  to  the  government  that  inftead  of  one 
million,  which  was  to  be  raifcd  by  way  of  lottery, 
three  millions  eight  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
pounds  were  fubfcribed  immediately. 

The  (ituation  of  affairs  requiring  his  majefiy  to 

go  to  Germany  this  fummer,  great  apprehenfions 

arofe  in  the  mJnds  of  many,  left  the  French  ihould 

either  intercept  him  in  his  journey,  or  prevent  his 

return.     The  earl  Poulet    had   made  a  motion  in 

Earl  Pou-    the  houfe  of  lords,  humbly  to  reprefent  to  his  ma- 

ei  s  mo-     ;£[|-y    ii  That  it  was  an  article  in  the  original  aft  of 

o-iinft  his     fettlement,  by  v/hich  tne  fucceffion  of  thefe  king- 

iiiajefly's     doms  devolved  to  his  eleitoral  houfe,  that  the  king 

j^oing  to     fl-^ould  not  go  to  his  foreign  dominions  without  the 
Ge.many.       ■  r        •-•  j    7         1  •  •      • 

conlent  or  parliament-,  and  that  this  was  a  princi- 
pal article  in  the  compa6l  between  the  crown  and 
the  people  :  That  though  this  article  was  repealed 
in  the  late  reign,  yet,  till  of  late,  it  had  always 
'been  the  cufconi  for  his  majefty  to  acquaint  the 
parliament  with  his  intended  departure  to  his  Ger- 
man dominions,  both  in  regard  to  the  true  fenfe 
and  fpirit  of  the  adt  that  placed  him  on  the  throne, 
as  well  as  for  the  parernal  kindnefs  of  his  royal 
heart,  and  the  condefcenfion  he  had  been  fo  good 
to  fnew  his  parliament  on  aHoccaHons;  but  that 
his  majeily's  deCiaration  of  his  defign  to  vifit  his 
eledcoral  eilates  had  always  come  on  the  laft  di]y 
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■of  a  feffion,  when  it  was  too  late  for  the  great  con-  Au.1755.' 
flitutional  council  of  the  crown  to  offer  fuch  advice 
ss  might  otherwife  hive  been  expedierit  and  ne- 
C€iTary:  that  his  majefty's  leaving  his  kingdoms 
in  a  conjun6lure  fo  pregnant  with  diftrefs,  lo  de- 
nunciative of  danger,  would  not  only  give  the 
greateft  advantage  to  fach  as  might  be  difpofed  to 
llir  up  difarfeclicn  and  difcontent,  and  to  the  ccn- 
ftitutional  and  national  enemies  of  England  ;  but  ** 
would  alfo  fill  his  loyal  fubjeds  with  the  moil  aF- 
feding  concern,  and  mod  gloomy  fears,  as  well 
for  their  own  fafety  as  for  that  of  their  fovereign, 
whofe  invaluable  fife,  at  all  times  of  the  utmofl 
confequence  to  his  people,  was  then  infinitely  fo, 
by  reafon  of  his  great  experience,  the  affeftion  of 
every  one  to  his  royal  perfon,  and  the  minority  of 
the  heir  apparent."  Such  was  the  purport  of  this 
motion  ;  but  it  was  not  feconded  by  any  of  the 
ether  lords. 

The  general  uneannefs,  on  account  of  his  majef-   Regency 
ty's  departure,  was  greatly  increafed  by  an  appre-   appointed 

henfion  that  there  v/ould,   durino-   his    abfrnce,   be   "P°"*^^ 

r.  King's  go- 

no    good  agreement  amongit  the  regency,    which   inp-  to 

confifted  of  the  following  perfons  :  his  royal  hi^h-  Hanover. 
nefs  William  duke  cf  Cumberland  %  Thomas  lord 
archbifhop  of  Canterbury  ^  Philip  earl  of  Hard- 
wicke^  lord  high  chancellor  %  John  earl  cf  Gran- 
ville, prefident  cf  the  council-,  Charles  duke  of 
Marlborough,  lord  privy- fea!  ;  John  duke  of  Rin;- 
land,  fteward  of  the  houihold  -,  Charles  duke  cf 
"  Grafton,  lord  chamberlain  ;  Archibald  duke  of  Ar- 
,o;yle  •,  the  duke  of  Nev/caftle,  firft  com  mi,']]  oner  of 
the  treailiry  ;  the  duke  of  Dorfet,  mader  of  the 
horfe  J  the  ead  of  Holdcrneir,,  one  of  the  fecreta- 
Q^  4  ries 


en  sex 
dition. 
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An.  1755.  ries- of  frate  ;    the  earl  of  Roch ford,  groom  of  the 
ftole  •,   the  marquis  of  Hartingcon,  lord  lieutenant 
of- Ireland  >  lord  Anfon,  fird  commiflioner  of  the 
admiralty  -,     Sir   Thomas    Robinfon,    fecretary   of 
.  flare  ;    and  Henry  Fox,  Efq;  fecretary  at  war. 
His  majefty  fet  out  from   St.  James's  on  the 
twenty-eighth   of  April  early  in  the  morning,  em- 
barked  at  Harwich  in  the  afternoon,  landed  the 
next  day  at  Helvoetfluys,  and  arrived  at  Hanover 
on  the  fecond  of  May. 
Bofcaw-  Admiral  Bofcav/en,   with  eleven  fhips  of  the  line 

and  a  frigate,  having    taken   on    board   two  regi- 
ments  at  Plymouth,    failed  from    thence  on  the 
twenty-feventh  of  April  for  the    banks  of  New- 
foundland;   and,   in  a  few   days   after  his    arrival 
there,  the  French  fleet  from  Breft  came  to  the  fame 
flation,  under    the   command   of    M.    Bois   de  la 
Mothe.     But  the   thick  i'ogs,  which  prevail  upon 
thole  coafts,  efpecially  at   that  time   of  the  year, 
kept  the  two  armaments  from  feeing  each  other; 
and    part   of  the  French  fquadron  efcaped  up  the 
river  Sc.  Laurence,  whilft   another  part  of  them 
went  round,  and  got  into  the  fame  river  through 
ths  ftrti^iifs  of  B'liifle,  by  a  way  which  was  never 
known  to  be  attempted  before  by  fhips  of  the  line. 
Hov^tver,  whiift  the  Englifh  fleet  lay  off  cape  Race, 
which  is  the  fouthern-moft  point  of  Newfou,ndland5 
and  was  thought  to  be  the  mofc  proper  fltuation 
for  intercepting  the  enemy,  two  French  fhips,  the 
Alcide,   of  fixty-four  guns,  and  four  hundred  and 
eighty  men,  and  the  Lys,  pierced  for   fixry-four 
guns,  but  mounting  only  twenty-tvv'o,  and  having 
eight  companies  of  land-forces  on  board,  being  fe- 
parated  from  the  rell  of  thdr  fleet  in  the  fog,  fell 
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in  with  the  Dunkirk,  captain  Howe,  and  the  De-   An. 1755. 
fiance,  cap  ain  Andrews,   two  fixty-gun  fhips   of 
the  Enghfn  fquadron  ;   and  after  a  fmart   engage- 
ment, which  lafled  fome  hours,  and  in  which  cap- 
tain,   afterwards  lord,    Howe   behaved   with  the  The  Al- 
greatell  fkill  and    intrepidity,    were   both   taken,   cide  and 
with   feveral   confiderable  officers  and   engineers, 


Lvs  tak- 


en. 


and  about  eight  thoufand  pounds  in  money. 

Though  the  taking  of  thefe  lliips,  from  which 
the  commencement  of  the  war  may  in  faft  be 
dated,  frl!  greatly  fhorc  of  what  was  hoped  for  from 
this  expedition ;  yet,  when  the  news  of  it  reached 
England,  it  was  of  infinite  fervice  to  the  public 
credit  of  every  kind,  and  animated  the  whole  na- 
tion, who  now  faw  plainly  that  the  government 
was  determined  ro  keep  no  farther  meafures  with 
the  French,  but  juftly  to  repel  force  by  force,  and 
put  a  ftop  to  their  fending  more  men  and  arms  to 
invade  the  property  of  the  Englifli  in  Ameri- 
ca, as  they  had  hitherto  done  with  impunity. 
The  French,  whoj  for  feme  time,  did  not  even  at- 
tempt to  make  reprifais  on  our  (hipping,  would 
gladly  have  chofen  to  avoid  a  war  at  that  tim.e,  and 
to  have  continued  extending  their  incroachm.ents 
on  cur  fettiements,  till  they  had.  executed  their 
grand  plan  of  fecuring  a  communication  from  the  - 
Miffiihpi  to  Canada  by  a  line  of  forts,  many  of 
which  they  had  already  ereded,  and  had  alfo  de- 
ftroyed  one  of  our\s  on  the  Ohio  •,  whihl  they  en- 
deavoured to  amufe  us  with  fruitlefs  negociations 
about  the  ooundaries  of  Nova-Scoi:ia. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  news  of  this  adion  at  "^'^e  am^ 
Paris,  the  French  ambaffador,  M.  'de  Mirepoix,  ^l^'^''' 
was  recalled  irom  J^ondon,  and  M.  de  BuiTy  trom  recalieJ. 

•Hanovcrj   • 
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•   Hanover,  where  he  hadjuft  arrived,  to  attend  the 
king   of  England  in   a  public   charafter.     They 
complained  loudly   of   Bofcavven's    attadcing  the 
fhips,  as  a  breach  of  national  faith:  but  it  was  juft- 
iy  retorted  on  the  part   of  England,  that  their  in- 
croachments  in   America    had   rendered   reprifals 
both  juilifiable  and  neceffary.     The  refolution  of 
making  them  was  the  effeft  of  mature  deliberation 
in  the  Engiifn  council.     The  vaft  increafe  of  the 
French  marine  of  late  years,  which,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, would  foon  be  employed  againfl  Great  Britain, 
very  properly  occafioned    an  order  for  making  re- 
prifals  general    in   Europe  as  well  as  in  i^merica ; 
and  that  all  the  French  ihips,   whether  outward  or 
homeward  bound,  fhould  be  ilopt  and  brought  in- 
to Britifh  ports.     To    give  the  greater  weight  to 
thefi  orders,  it  v/as  refoived  to  fend  out  thofe  ad- 
mirals   who    had    diflinguiflied    themfelves    mod: 
towards  to  the  end  of  the  laft  war.     Accordingly, 
on  the  twenty  lirfl:   of  July,  Sir   Edward  Hawke 
failed  on  a  cruize  to  the   weftward  v/ith  eighteen 
fhips  of  the  line^  a  frigate  and  a  floop  ;   but,  not 
meeting  v/ith  the  French  fleet,  thefe  ibips  returned 
to  England  about  the  latter  end  of  September  and  the 
beginning  of  October ;  on  the  fourteenth  of  which 
laft  month  another  fleet,    confiding  of  twenty-two 
fiiips  of  the    line,    two  frigates,    and   two  flcopr, 
failed  again  on  a  cruife   to  the  weftv/ard  under  ad- 
miral Byng^  in  hopes  of  intercepting   the    French 
fquadron  under  Duguay,  and   likewife  that  comi- 
manded  by  L.a  Mothe,  in  cafe  of  its  return    from 
America,     llut  this  fleet  likewife  returned  to  Spit- 
head  en  the  fvventy-fecond  of  November,  without 


having;  be^'n  able 


to  e 


fl'ea 


iny   tiiino;,    though   it 

.  was 
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was  allowed  by  all,  that  the  admiral  had  adcd  ju-   An.  1755, 
diciouifly  in  the  choice  of  hisftations. 

While  thefe  meafures  were  purfuing,  for  the  ge-   Prepara- 
nerai  fecurity  of  the  Britifh  coafts  and  trade  in  Eu-    tlonsfor 
rope,  feveral  new   ihips  of  war  were  begun,  and   ^j^J^,^^"" 
worked  at  with  the  utmoft  expedition,  in  his  ma- 
jefty's    decks :    twelve    frigates    and  {loops,   con- 
traded  for  in  private  yards,    v/ere   finifiied   by   the  • 
month  of  ■  Auguft ;  and  twenty-four    fhips     and 
tv/elve  colliers  were  then  taken  into  the   fervice  of 
the  government,  to  be  fitted  out  as  veflels  of  Vv'ar, 
to  carry  twenty  guns  and  a  hundred   and  twenty 
men  each. 

To  give  the  greater  fpirit  to  the  Englifn  failors, 
and  to  encourage  the  v/orkmen  in  the  dock  yards, 
his  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of  Cumberland  went 
this  fummer  to  Pprtfmouth,  where  he  was  received 
with  the  greatsft  honours  ;  and  the  lord  Anfon, 
with  other  lords  of  the  admiralty,  viQted  that  place, 
and  feveral  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  in  order 
to  forward  the  maritime  preparadons. 

In  the  meantime  the  French  trade  was  fo  an-   'j-j^g^j-a^e 
ncyed  by  the  EngliHi  cruifsrs,  that,  before  the  end    of  the 
of  this  vear,  three  hundred  of  their  merchant-fhios,    French 
many  of  which,  from  St.  Dominsfo  and  Martinico,   ^J.^a   a-  a 
were  extremely  rich,  and  eight  thoufand  of  their 
failors,  were  brought  into.  Englifh  ports.     By  thefe 
captures  the  Britifii  minifrry  anfwered  many  pur— 
pofes  :    they  deprived  the  French  of  a  great  body  of 
|eamen,and  with- held  from  them  a  very  large  proper- 
ty, the  v/ant  of  which  greatly  diflireired  their  people, 
and  ruined  many  of  their  traders.     Their  outv/ard- 
bound  merchant  fliips  were  infured  at  the    rate  of 
J:hirty  per  cent,  whildthe  EngnOi  paid  no  more  tha.i 
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An. 1755.   the   common  infurance.     This  intolerable  burden 
was  felt  by  all  degrees  of  people  amongft  them  : 
their  miniftry  was  publicly  reviled,    even  by  their 
parliaments;  and  the  French  name,   from   being 
the  terror,  began  to  be  the  contempt  of  Europe. 
Their  nneafinefs  was  alfo  not  a  little  heightened  by 
new  broils  between  their  king  and  the  parliament 
of  Paris,  occafioned  by  the  obllinacy  of  the  clergy 
of  that  kingdom,  who  feemed  determined  to  fup- 
port  the  church,  in  all  events,  againfi:  the  fecular 
tribunals,  and,   as  much  as  poffible,  to  enforce  the 
obfervance  of  the  bull  Unigenitus,  which  had  long' 
been    the  occalion  of   fo  many  difputes    among 
them.     However,  the  parliament  continuing  firm> 
and   the  French   king  approving  of  its  condufc, 
the  eccleiiaftics  thought  pi-oper  to  fabmit  for  the 
prefent ;  and,  in  their  general  aflembly  this  year, 
granted  him  a  free  gift  of  fixteen  millions  of  li- 
vres,  which  h(?  demanded  of  them  ;  a  greater  fum 
than  they  had  ever  given  before,  even  in  time  of 
war. 
Affairs  of        In  the  beginning  of  this  year  the  adembly  of 
theEng-     MaiTachufet's  Bay  in  New  England  paffed  an  ad, 
prohibiting  all  correfpondence  with  the  French  at 
Louiiburg  3   and  early   in  the  fpring  they  raifed  a 
body  of  troops,   v/hich  was  tranfported.  to  Nova 
Scotia,   to  alTill   lieutenant-governor   Laurence  in 
driving  the  French  from  the  incroachments  they  had 
irsade  upon  that  province. 

Accordingly,  towards  the  en-d  of  IVlay,  the  go- 
vernor fent  a  lar^e  detachment  of  trooos,  under 
the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel  Monkton,  upon 
this  firvicc ',  and  three  frigates  and  a  iloop  were 
^iic)a-.:hed   up  the  bay  of  F andy,  under  the  com- 
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inand  of  captain  Rous,  to  give  their  afiiflance  by  An.  1755. 
fea.  The  troops,  upon  their  arrival  at  the  river 
MaffaguaQi,  found  the  pafTage  ftopt  bv  a  large 
number  of  regular  forces,  rebel  neutrals,  or  Aca- 
dians,  and  Indians,  four  hundred  and  fifty  of  whom 
were  pofted  in  a  block-houfCj,  with  cannon  mount- 
ed on  their  fide  of  the  river ;  and  the  reft  were 
pofted  within  a  ftrong  breaft-work  of  timber, 
thrown  up  by  way  of  outwork  to  the  block- houfe. 
The  Englifli  provincials  attacked  this  place  with 
fuch  fpirit,  that,  in  an  hour's  time,  the  enemy 
were  obliged  to  fly,  and  leave  them  in  polTeffion 
of  the  breaft'Work  ;  whereupon  the  garrifon  in  the 
block-houfe  deferted  it,  and  left  the  paffage  of  t!ie 
river  free.  From  thence  colojiel  Monkton  ad-  Beau-fe- 
vanced  to  the  French  fort  of  Beau-fejour,  which  jour  taken 
he  invefted,  as  far  at  leaft  as  the  fmali  number  of  TvL^^l?"n 
his  troops  would  permit,  on  the  twelfth  of  June  ; 
and,  after  four  days  bombardment,  he  obliged  it  to 
furrender,  though  the  French  had  tv/enty-iix  pieces 
of  cannon  mounted,  and  plenty  of  ammunition, 
and  the  Engliih  had  not  yet  placed  a  fmgle  can- 
non upon  their  batteries.  The  garrifon  was  fent  to 
Louifbourg,  on  condition  of  not  bearing  arms  in 
America  for  the  fpace  of  fix  months  •,  and  the  Aca- 
dians,  vv'ho  had  joined  the  French,  v/ere  pardoned, 
in  confideration  of  their  having  been  forced  into 
that  fervice. 

Colonel  Monkton,  after  putting  a  garrifon  into 
this  place,  and  changing  its  name  into  thatof  Cum- 
berland, the  next  day  attacked  and  reduced  the 
other  French  fort  upon,  the  river  Gafpereau,  which 
runs  into  bayVerte-,  where  he  likewife  found  a 
large  quantity  of  provifions  and  ftores  of  all  kinds^ 
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An.1755.  that  being  the  chief  magazine  for  fupplyirrg  the" 
French  Indians  and  Acadians  with  arms,  ammuni- 
tion', and  other  necefiaries.  Hs  then  diiarmed 
thefe  lail,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  thoufand:  and, 
in  the  mean  time,  captain  Rous  with  his  fhips  failed 
to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Sr.  John,  to  attack  the 
new  fort  the  French  had  ere£led  there  ■,  but  they 
faved  him  that  trouble,  by  abandoning  it  upon  his 
appearance,  after  burfting  their  cannon,  blowing 
up  their  magazine,  and  deftroying,  as  far  as  they 
had  time,  all  the  v/orks  they  had  lately  railed.  The 
Englifn  had  but  twenty  men  killed,  and  about  the 
fame  number  wounded,  in  the  whole  of  this  expe-; 
di'tion,  the  fuccefs  of  which  fecured  the  tranquillity 
of  Nova  Scotia. 

While  the  NewEngknders  v/cre  thus  employed 
in  reducing  the  French  in  Nova  Scotia,   prepara- 
tions were  made    in  Virginia  for  attacking   them 
upon  the  Ohio.     A  fort  was  built,  which  was  like- 
v/ife  called. Fort  Cumberland,  and  a  camp  formed,; 
at  Wills's  Creek  ;  and,  on  the  fourteenth  of  Ja- 
General      nuary  of  this  year,  m.ajor-general  Br-addock,  with 
Brad-         colonel  Dunbar's  and  colonel  Flalket's  regiments  of 
dock's un-   jqq^^  failed  from  Cork  in  Ireland  forVirginia,  where 
es^^ed'-  ^    ^^^y  ^^^  landed   fafe    before  the  end  of  February. 
tion.  This  general  might  confequently  have  entered  up- 

on action  early  in  the  fpring,  had  he  not  been  un- 
fortunately delayed  by  the  Virginian  contractors  for 
the  army,  who,  when  he  v/as  ready  to  march,  had 
neither  provided  a  fufficient  quantity  of  provifions 
for  his  troops,  nor  a  competent  number  of  carriages 
for  his  army. 

This  accident  was  forefeen  by  almofl  every  perfon 
who  knew  any  thing  of  our  plantations  upon  the 
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^o'ntin^nt  of  America  :  for  the  people  of  Virginia,  An.  175^,^ 
who  think  of  no  produce  but  their  tobacco,  and 
do  not  raife  corn  enough  even  for  their  own  fub- 
fiftance,  being,  by  the  nature  of  their  country, 
well  provided  with  the  conveniency  of  water-con- 
veyance, have  but  few  wheel-carriages,  or  beafts  of 
burden  ;  whereas  Penfylvania,  which  abounds  in 
corn,  and  moll  other  forts  of  provifions,  has  but 
little  water-carriage,  efpecially  in  its  v/eftern 
fettlements,  v/here  its  inhabitants  have  great 
numbers  of  carts,  waggons,  and  horfes.  Mr. 
Braddock  fhould  therefore  certainly,  in  point  of 
l^rudence,  have  landed  in  Penfylvania:  the  con- 
tract for  fupplying  his  troops  fhould  have  been 
made  with  fome  of  the  chief  planters  there,  v/ho 
Gould  eafily  have  performed  their  engagements ; 
and  if  his  camp  had  been  formed  near  Frank's- 
town,  or  fomev/here  upon  the  fouth-wed  borders 
of  that  province,  he  would  not  have  had  eighty 
miles  to  march  from  thence  to  Fort  Du  Quefne, 
inftead  of  an  hundred  and  thirty  miles  that  he  had  to- 
advance  from  Wills's  Creek,  where  he  did  encamp, 
through  roads  neither  better  nor  more  pra-flicabie 
than  the  other  v/ould  have  been.  This  error,  in 
the  very  beginning  of  the  expedition,  whether  ow- 
ing to  an  ynjudicious  preference  fondly  given  to  the 
Virginians  in  the  lucrative  job  of  fupplying  thefc 
troops,  or  to  any  other  caufe,  delayed  the  march 
of  the  army  for  fome  weeks,  during  v/hich  it  v/as 
in  the  utmofl  diftrefs  for  neceffaries  of  all  kinds  i 
and  v/ould  probably  have  defeated  the  expeditiori 
intirely  for  that  fummer,  had  not  the  contradors 
found  means  to  procure  fome  alTiilance  from  the 
back-fsttlements  of  Penfylvania.  But  eve^r  when 
5  .  thefe 
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An.  1755.  thefe  fupplies  did  arrive,  they  confifted  of  only  fif- 
teen waggons,  and  an  hundred  draught  horfes,  in- 
ftead  of  an  hundred  and  fifty  waggons  and  three 
hundred  horfes,  which  the  Virginian  contraftors 
had  engaged  to  furnifh,  and  the  provifions  were  fo 
bad  that  they  could  not  be  ufed.  However,  fome 
gentlemen  in  Penfyivania,  being  applied  to  in  this 
exigency,  amply  made  up  for  thefe  deficiencies,  and 
the  troops  were  by  this  means  fupplied  with  every 
thing  they  wanted. 

Another,  and  ftill  more  fatal,    error  was  com- 
mitted in  the  choice  of  the  commander  for  this  ex- 
pedition.    Major-general  Braddock,  who  was  ap- 
pointed to  ir,  was  undoubtedly  a  man  of  courage, 
and  expert  in  all  the  punftilios  of  a  review,  hav- 
ing been  brought  up  in  the  Englifh  guards  j  but 
he  was  naturally  very  haughty,  pofitive,  and  diiE-jr 
cult  of  accefs ;  qualities  ill  fuited  to  the  temper  of 
the  people  amongft  v/hom  he  was  to  command. 
His  extreme  feverity  in  matters  of  difcipline  had 
always  made  his  foldiers  diflike  him-,  and  the  ftridt 
military  education  in   which  he  had  been  trained 
from  his  youth,  and  which  he  prided  himfelf  on 
(lri6tly  following,  made  him    hold  the  American 
militia  in  great  contempt,  becaufe  they  could  not 
go  through   their  exercife  with  the  fame  dexterity 
and  regularity  as  a  regiment  of  guards  in  Hyde- 
Park,  little  knowing,  or  indeed  being  able  to  form 
any  idea  of  the  difference  between  the  European 
manner  of  fighting,  and  an  American  expedition 
throuph  woods,  deferts,  and  moralTes.     Before  he 
left  England,  he  received,   in  the  hand-writing  of 
colonel  Napier,  a  fet  of  inftrudions  from  the  duke 
of  Cumberlandj  which  did  honour  to  the  milirary 
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rkill  of  that  prince.  By  thefeinltrudions,  the  at-  An..ijsS' 
tempt  upon  Niagara  was,  in  a  great  meafure,  re- 
ferred to  him  ;  and  the  reduftion  of  Crown-Point 
was  to  be  left  chiefly  to  the  provincial  forces.  But, 
above  all,  his  royal  highnefs,  both  verbally  and  in 
this  writing,  frequently  cautioned  him  carefully  to 
beware  of  an  ambuih  or  furprize.  Inftead  of  regard- 
ing this  fulutary  caution,  his  conceit  of  his  own 
abilities  made  himdifdain  to  afk  the  opinion  of  any 
Under  his  command;  and  the  Indians,  who  would 
have  been  his  fafefl  guards  againft  his  danger  in 
particular,  were  fo  difgufted  by  the  haughtlnefs  of 
his  behaviour,  that  mod  of  them  forfook  his  ban- 
ners. 

Under  thefe  difadvantages  he  began  his   march  His  In- 
from  Fort  Cumberland  on  the  tenth  of  June,  at  the  cautious 
head  of  about  two  thoufand  two  hundred  men,  for  the  towards 
Meadows,  where  colonel  Wafiiington  was  defeated  Fort  Du 
the  year  before.     Upon  his  arrival  there,   he  was   0^^^"^' 
informed,  that   the  French  at  Fort  Da  Quefne, 
v/hich  had  lately  been  built  on  the  fame  river,  near 
its  confluence  with  the  Monangahela,  expedied  a 
reinforcement    of    five  hundred    regular   troops : 
therefore,  that  he  might  march  with  the  greater 
difpatch,  he  left  colonel  Dunbar,  with  eight  hun- 
dred men,  to  bring  up  the  provifions,  {lores,  and 
heavy  baggage,  as  fafl:  as  the  nature  of  the  fervice 
would  permit ;  and  with  the  other  twelve  hundred, 
together  with  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  and  the  necef- 
lary  ammunition   and   proviflons,  he  marched   on 
with  fo  much  expedition,  that  he  fcldom  took  any 
time  to  reconnoitre  the  woods  or  thickets  he  was 
to  pafs    through  ;  as    if  the  nearer  he  approached 
the   enemy,    the  farther    he   was    removed   from 
danger. 
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An,  5755.       On  the  eighth  of  July,  he  encamped  within  tert 
miles  effort  Du  Quefne  j  and  though  colonel  Dun- 
bar was  then  near  forty  miles  behind  him,  and  his 
ofncers,  particularly  Sir  Peter  Halket,  earneftly  in- 
treated  him  to  proceed  with  caution,  and  to  em- 
ploy the  friendly  Indians  that  were  with  him,  hy 
way  ot  advanced  guard,  in  cafe  of  ambufcades; 
yet  he  refumed  his  march  the  next  day,  without  fo 
much  as  endeavouring  to  get  any  intelligence  of 
the  fituation  or  difpoiition  of  the  enemy,  or  even 
fending   out  any   fcouts    to   vifit  the  woods  and 
thickets  then  on  both  fides  of  him,  as  well  as  in 
his  front.     With  this  carlefTnefs  he  was  advancing. 
He  falls      when,  about  noon,  he  was  faluted  with  a  general 
intaan       f^j-g  upon  his  front,  and  all  along  his  left  flank, 
cade" "       from  an  enemy   fo  artfully  concealed   behind  the 
trees  and  bufhes  that  not  a  man  of  them  could  be 
feen,    and  who  had   cunningly   given  ,the  whole 
army  time  to  enter  the  defile  before  they  began  to 
lire.     The  van-guard  immediately  fell  back  upon 
the  main  body,  and  in  an  inftant  the  pannic  and 
Ig  ^e.        eonfulion,  particularly  of  the  regulars,  became  ge- 
feated.        neral  i  fo  that  molt  of  them  fled  with  great  precipi- 
tation, notwithfl:anding  all  that  their  officers,  fome 
of  whom  behaved  very  gallantly,  could  do  to  fl:op 
their  career.    As  to  Braddock  himfelf,  hedifcovered 
at  once  the  greateft  intrepidity,  and  the  higheft  im- 
prudence ;  for,  in  (lead  of  ordering  a  retreat  till  he 
could  fcour  the  thickets  and  bufnes  from  whence  the 
fire  came,  with  grape- fhot  from  the  ten  pieces  of 
cannon  he  had  with  him,  or  ordering  flanking  par- 
lies of  his  Indians  to  advance  againft  the  enemy,  he 
obftinately  continued  upon  the  fpot  where  he  was, 
and  gave  orders  for  the  few  brave  officers  and  men 
who  remained  with  him,  to  form  regularly  and 
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advance.     "While  this  was  doing,  his  men  fell  thick  An.  1755. 
about  him,  and  almoft  all  his  officers  were  Tingled 
but,  one  after  another,  and  killed  or  wounded ; 
for  the  Indians,  who  always  take  aim  when  they 
lire,  and  aim   chiefly  at  the  officers,  diftinguifhed 
them  by  their  drefs.     Ac  laft  the  general,  whofe 
obftinacy  feemed  to  increafe  with  the  danger,   after 
having  had  five   horfes   fhoc  under  him,   received 
himfelf  a  mufket-fhot  thro'  the  right  arm  and  lungs, 
of  which  he  died  four  days  after,  having  been  car- 
ried off  the  field  by  the  bravery  of  lieutenant  colonel  Is  killed; 
GagCj  and  another  of  his  officers.     When^  he  drop- 
ped, the  confufion  of  the  few  that  remained,  turned 
into  a  downright  and  very  diforderly  flight,  though, 
no  enemy  appeared,  or  attempted  to  attack  them. 
All  the  artillery^  ammunition,  and  baggage  of  the 
army  were  left  to  the  enemy,  and  among  the  re(t 
the   general's  cabinet,   with  all  his  letters  and  in- 
ftruftions,  which  the  French  court  afterwards  made 
great  ufe  of  in  their  printed  memorials  or  manifef- 
toes.     But  v/hat  was  very  extraordinary,  the  pro-- 
vincial  militia,  fo  much  defpifed  by  the  general,  thac 
he  made  them  march  always  in  the  rear,    not  only 
were  lefs  affe6ced  with  the  pannic,  and  preferved 
their  order  better  than  the  regular  troops,  thouo-h. 
the  enemy's  fire  fell  as  heavy  upon  them  as  upon 
any  of  the  reft,  but  even  offered  to  cover  the  fuo-i- 
tives :  and   when  the  latter  refafed  to   ftand   their 
ground,  faying,  that  though  they   were  willing  to 
advance   agalnft  an  open  enemy,   they  would  not 
ruffi  blindly  on  againft  brakes  and  buffies  that  were 
lined  v/ith    unfeen  deftrudion  j  the  former   aba? 
bravely   formed,    and  advanced   againft   the   In- 
dians :  to  which  gallantry  it  was  owing  that  the 
regulars  were  nor  all  cut  off.     The  lofs  of  the  Eng- 
R  2  lifh 
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An,  1755.  ji^  jj^  j.|^-g  unhappy  affair  amounted  to  feven  huB'*" 
dred  men.  Their  officers,  in  particular,  fuffered 
much  more  than  in  the  ordinary  proportion  of 
battles  in  Europe.  Sir  Peter  Halket  fell  by  the 
very  fird  fire,  ac  the  head  of  his  regiment ;  and  the 
generars  fecretary,  fon  to  governor  Shirley,  was 
killed  foon  after.  Neither  th^  number  of  men  v/hich 
the  enemy  had  in  this  engagementy  nor  the  lofs 
•  which  they  fuftained,  could  be  fo  much  as  gueffed 
at :  but  the  French  afterwards  gave  out  that  their 
number  did  not,  in  the  whole,  exceed  four  hun- 
dred men,  moftiy  Indians  j  and  that  their  lofs  wa& 
quite  inconliderable,  as  it  probably  was,  becaufe 
they  lay  concealed  infucha  manner  that  the  Engr 
lifh  knew  not  whither  to  point  their  muikets.  The 
pannic  of  thefe  lad  continued  fo  long,  that  they 
never  ftopped  till  they  met  the  rear  divifion ;  and 
£ven  then  they  infeded  thofe  troops  with  their  ter- 
rors J  fo  that  the  army  retreated  without  flopping, 
till  they  reached  fort  Cumberland,  though  the  ene- 
my did  not  fo  much  as  attempt  topurfue,  nor  ever 
appeared  in  fight,  either  in  the  battle,  or  after  the 
defeat.  On  the  whole,  this  wasperhaps  the  moit  ex- 
traordinary vitSbory  that  ever  was  obtained,  and  the 
fartheil  flight  that  was  ever  made.  This  feems  ta 
he  the  cleared  account  that  has  yet  been  given  of 
this  unfortunate  affair,  which,  though  recent  in  re- 
membrence,  is  darker  and  related  with-  a  greater  va- 
riety of  circum  dances  than  might  have  been  expe<5t- 
ed  of  an  event  which  had  happened  in  diftant  ages; 

f    .     Had  the  diatcered  remains  of  this  army  conti- 
£,rror  of  '' 

the  Eng-  nued  at  fort  Cumberland,  and  fortified  themfelves 
lifh  com-  there,  as  they  might  eafily  have  done  during  the 
after  tMs  '^^^  ^^  ^^^  fummer,  they  would  have  been  fuch  a 
aiefeat.        chfick  Upon  the  French  and  their  fcalping  Indians, 

as 
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as  would  have  prevented  many  of  thofe  ravages 
that  were  committed  in  the  enfuing  winter  upon 
thz  Wiiftern  borders  of  Virginia  and  Penfylvaniaj 
but  inftead  of  taking  that  prudent  ftep,  he  ieft  only 
the  fick  and  wounded  at  that  fort,  under  the  pro- 
teclioQ  of  two  companies  of  the  provincial  militia-, 
pofted  there  by  way  ofgarrifon,  andfetouton  the 
fecond  of  Auguft,  with  about  fixteen  hundred  men, 
for  Philadelphia  J  where  thofe  troops  could  be  of 
no  immediate  fervicc,  and  from  whence  they  were 
ordered  away  to  Albany  in  New  York  by  general 
Shirley,  on  whom  the  chief  command  of  the  troops 
m  America  had  devolved  by  the  death  of  major- 
general  Braddock. 

Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Penfylvania,  were  by  jy^^^^^^ 
thefe  nieans  left  intirely  to  take  care  of  themfelves,  lefsftate 
which  they  might  have  done  effcdlually,  had  they  ^f^^ysi- 
been  united  in  their  councils :  but  the  ufual  dif-  ryianj^  " 
putes,  between  their  governors  and  alTemblies,  de-  and  Pen- 
feated  every  falutary  plan  that  was  propofed.  lylvama, 

Penfylvania,  the  mod  powerful  of  the  three,  was 
rendered  quite  impotent,   either  for  its  own  defence, 
or  that  of  its  neighbours,  by  thefe  unhappy  con- 
tefts  •,  though,  at  laft,   the  afTembly  of  that  pro- 
vince, fenfible  of  the  danger  to  which  they  were 
expofed,  and  feeing  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  pro- 
viding a  ftanding   military   force,  and  of  erfting     , 
fome  forts  to  defend  their  weHern  frontier,  pafTcd 
a  bill  for  raifing  fifty  thoufand  pounds.     But  even 
this  fum,  fmall  as  it  was,  even  to  a  degree  of  ridi- 
cule, confidering  the  riches  of  the  province,  and   Difagree- 
the  extent  of  its  frontier,  could  not  be  obtained  j   ment  be- 
the  governor  pofitively  refufing  to  give   his  afient  governor 
to  the  aft  of  the  afTembly,  becaufe  they  had  taxed   andaf- 
the  proprietors  eftate  equally  with  thofe  of  the  in-   p^^T  °^ 
K  3  habitants,  nla. 
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•^^•^755-  habitants,  which,  he  faid,  he  was  ordered  by  his 
inftruflions  not  to  confent  to,  nor  indeed  to  any 
new  tax  upon  the  proprietaries  •,  and  the  affernbly, 
confifting  chiefly  of  members  whofe  eftates  lay  i?i 
the  eaftern  or  interior  parts  of  the  province,  as  po- 
fitively  refufmg  to  alter  their  bill. 

One  would  be  apt  to  think,  that,  in  a  cafe  of 
fuch  urgent  neceffity,  the  governor  might  have 
ventured  to  give  his  aflent  to  the  bill,  ynder  a  pror 
teft,  that  it  Ihould  not  prejudice  the  rights  of  the 
proprietaries  upon  any  future  occafion  :  but  as  he 
did  not,  the  bill  was  dropt,  and  the  province  left 
defencelefs ;  by  which  ic  afterwards  fuffered  fe- 
verely,  to  the  deflrudion  of  many  of  the  poor  in- 
habitants upon  the  weftern  frontier,  and  to  the 
imprefiing  Indians  with  a  contemptible  opinion 
of  the  Englifh,  and  the  higheft  efteem  of  the 
French. 
The  colo-  Our  colonic?  to  the  north  of  Penfylvania  were 
niestothe   more  ^(flive,  and  more  fuccefsful  in  their  prepara- 

more'^Tc?  ^^^"^  ^^^  ^'^'''     ^^^  ^°^^'  following  the  example 
tive.  of  New   England,   paflfed  an  ad  to  prohibit  the 

fending  of  provifions  to  any  French  port  or  fettle- 
ment  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  or  any 
of  the  adjacent  iflands ;  and  alfo  for  raifing  forty- 
live  thoufand  pounds,  on  eftates  real  and  perfonal, 
for  the  better  defence  of  their  colony,  which  lay 
more  expofed  than  any  other  to  a  French  invafior^ 
from  Crown  Point.  However,  this  fum,  great  as  it 
might  feem  to  them,  was  far  from  being  fufficient ; 
nor  indeed  could  they  have  provided  properly 
for  their  fecurity,  without  the  afTiftance  of  our 
other  colonies  to  the  eaft  of  them  :  but  with  their 
help,  and  the  additional  fuccour  of  the  fmall  body 
of  regular   troops  expeded  to  arrive  there  under 

colonel 
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colonel  Dunbar,   they  boldly  relolved  upon  often-  An.  1755. 

fxve  meafures,  which,  when  prailicable,   are  always 

befl  for  defence ;  and  two  expeditions,    one  againfl 

the  French    fort  at  Crown- Point,   and  the  other 

againft  their  fort  at  Niagara,   between  the   lakes 

Ontario  and   Erie,  were  fee  on  foot  at  the  fame 

time. 

The  former  of  thefe  expeditions  was  appointed 
to  be  executed  under  the  command  of  colonel,  now 
general  Johnfon,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  had  long 
refided  upon  the  Mohock  river,  in  the  weftern  parts 
of  New  York,  where  he  had  acquired  a  confiderable 
eftate,  and  was  univerlally  beloved,  not  only  by  the 
inhabitants,  but  alfo  by  the  neighbouring  Indians, 
whofe  language  he  had  learnt,  and  whofe  afFedions 
he  had  gained  by  his  hunianjty  towards  them.  The 
expedition  againft  Niagara  was  conimanded  by  ge- 
neral Shirley  himfelf. 

The  rendezvous  of  ths  troops  for  both  thefe  ex- 
peditions was  appointed  to  be  at  Albany,  where 
moft  of  them  arrived  before  the  end  of  June  :  but 
the  artillery,  battoes,  provifions,  and  other  necefla- 
ries  for  the  attempt  upon  Crown-Pojnt,  could  not  be 
prepared  until  the  eighth  of  Auguft,  when  general 
Johnfon  fet  out  with  them  from  Albany  for  the 
Carrying-place,  from  Hudfon's  river  to  lake 
George,  where  the  troops  had  already  arrived^ 
under  the  command  of  major-general  Lyman,  and 
confifted  of  between  five  and  fix  thoufand  men» 
befides  Indians,  raifed  by  the  governments  of  Bof- 
ton,  Connedicut,  New  Hampftiire,  Rhode  Ifland, 
and  New  York.  Every  thing  was  then  prepared 
as  faft  as  poITible  for  a  march  -,  and,  towards  the 
md  of  the  month  general  Johnfon  advanced  about 
^  4  fQur- 
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fourteen  miles  forward  with  his  troops,  and  en- 
camped in  a  very  ftrong  fituation,  covered  on  each 
fide  by  a  thick  wooded  fwamp,  by  Lake  George  iq 
his  rear,  and  by  a  breaft-v/ork  of  trees,  cut  down 
for  that  purpofe,  in  his  front.  Here  he  refolved 
to  wait  the  arrival  of  his  battoes,  and  afterwards 
to.  proceed  to  Ticonderoga,  at  the  other  end  of  the 
]j^e,  from  whence  it  w^s  but  about  fifteen  miles 
to  the  fort  at  the  fouth  end  of  Lake  Corlaer,  or 
Champlain,  called  Fort  Frederic  by  the  French, 
and  by  us  Crown-Point.  Whilft  he  was  thus  en- 
camped, fom.e  of  his  Indian  fcouts,  of  which  he 
took  care  to  fend  out  numbers  along  both  fides, 
and  to  the  farther  end  of  Lake  George,  brought 
him  intelligence  that  a  confiderable  number  of  the 
enemy  were  then  on  their  march  from  Ticonde- 
roga, by  the  way  of  the  fouth  Bay,  towards  the 
fortified  encampment,  fmce  called  Fort  Edward, 
which  general  Lyman  had  built  at  the  Carrying- 
place,  and  in  v/hich  four  or  five  hundred  of  the 
New  Hampihite  and  New  York  men  had  been  left 
as  a  garrifon.  Upon  this  information  general 
Johnfon  fent  out  two  exprelTes,  one  after  the  other, 
to  colonel  Bianchard,  their  commander,  with  orders 
to  call  in  all  his  out- parties,  and  to  keep  his  whole 
force  within  the  intrenchmetts.  About  twelve 
o'clock  at  night,  thofe  who  had  been  fent  upon  the 
fecond  exprefs  returned,  with  an  account  of  their 
having  ken  the  enemy  within  four  miles  of  the' 
camp  at  the  Carrying -place,  which  they  fcarcely 
doubted  their  having  by  that  time  attacked.  Im- 
portant as  the  defence  of  this  place  was  for  the 
fafety  of  the  whole  army,  and  imminent  as  the 
danger  feemed  to  be,  it  does  not  appear  that  the 

gene- 
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genera!  then  called  any  council  of  war,  or  refolved  An.  1755. 
ypon  any  thing  for  its  relief:  but  early  the  next 
morning  he  called  a  council,  wherein  it  was  unad- 
vifedly  refolved  to  detach  a  thoufand  men,  with  a 
number  of  Indians,  to  intercept,  or,  as  the  general's 
exprelTion  is  in  his  letter,  to  catch  the  enemy  in 
their  retreat,  either  as  viftors,  or  as  defeated  in  their 
defign  ;  and  this  expedient  was  refolved  on,  tho'  no 
one  knew  the  number  of  the  enemy,  nor  could  ob- 
tain any  information  in  that  refpedl  from  the  Indian 
fcouts,  becaufe  the  Indians  have  no  words  or  figns 
for  exprelTmg  any  large  number,  which,  when  it 
exceeds  their  reckoning,  they  fignify  by  pointing 
to  the  fears  in  the  firmament,  or  to  the  hair  of  the 
head  ;  and  this  they  often  do  to  denote  a  number 
iefs  than  a  thoufand,  as  well  as  tp  fignify  ten  thou- 
fand, or  any  greater  number. 

The  refolution  of  the  council  being  unanimouf- 
ly  agreed  to,  betv/een  eight  and  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning  a  thoufand  nien,  with  upwards  of  two 
hundred  Indians,  were  detached  under  the  com- 
mand of  colonel  Williams :  but  they  had  not  been 
gone  two  hours  when  thofe  in  the  camp  begun  to 
hear  a  clofe  firing,  at  about  three  or  four  miles  dif- 
tance,  as  they  judged  :  as  it  approached  nearer  and 
nearer,   they  rightly  fuppofed  that  their  detach- 
ment was  overpowered,  and  retreating  towards  the 
camp ;  which  was  foon  confirmed  by  fome  fugi- 
tives, and  prefently  after  by  whole  companies,  who 
fled  back  in  great  confufion.     In  a  very  fhort  time 
after,  the  enemy  appeared  marching  in  a  regular 
order  up  to  the  center  of  the  camp,  where  the  con- 
fternation  was  fo  great,  that,  if  they  had  attacked 
she  breafl-wprk  directly,  they  rqight  probably  have 
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An.  1755.  throv/n  all  into  confufion,  and  obtained  an  eafy 
victory:    but,    fortunately  for  the  Englifh,    they 
'  halted  for  Ibme  time  at  about  an  hundred  and  fifty 

yards  diluince,  and  from  thence  began  their  attack 
with  platoon  firing,  too  far  off  to  do  much  hurt, 
efpeciajly  againft  troops  who  were  defended  by  a 
fliong  01  v-flwork  On  the  contrary,  this  ineffec- 
tual lira  ie  ved  on*y  to  raife  the  fpirits  of  thefe  fall, 
who,  havf'-g  prepared  their  artillery  during  the 
time  that  t!^e  French  halted,  began  to  play  it  fo 
brifKly  upon  the  enemy,  that  the  Canadians  ancj 
Ind'ans  in  their  fervice  fled  immediately  into  the 
woods  on  each  fid^^  of  the  camp,  and  there  fquatte^ 
behind  bufhes,  or  fculked  behind  trees,  from  whence 
they  continued  firing  with  very  little  execution, 
moft  of  4:heir  Ihot  being  intercepted  by  the  brakes 
and  thickets ;  for  they  never  had  the  courage  tp 
adyaace  to  the  verge  of  the  wood, 
who  are  Baron  Diefkau,   who  commanded  the  French, 

iHtirely       b^lng  thus  left  alone,  v/ith  his  regular  troops,  at  the 
defeated.    f^Qr^^  pf  the  camp,  finding  he  could  not  make  aclofe 
attack  upon  the  center  with  his  fmall  number  of 
men,  moi^ecj  firfl:  to  the  left,  and  then  to  the  right, 
at   both  which  places   he   endeavoured    to   force 
a   paffage  j    but  was  repulfed,   as   being   unfup- 
ported  by  the  irregulars.     Inflead  of  retreating, 
as  he  ought  in  prudence  to  have  done,  he  ftill 
continued   his  platoon    and  bufh  firing  till  four 
o'clocl^  in  the  afternoon,  during  which   time  his 
regular  troops  fuffered  greatly  by  the  fire  from  the 
camp,  and  were  at  laft  thrown   into  confufion  j 
which  was  no  fooner  perceived  by   general  John- 
fon's  men,  than  they,   without  waiting  for  orders, 
jj.imped  over  their  breafl-work,  attacked  the  enemy 

on 
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on  all  fides,  and,  after  killing  or  taking  a  confider-    An-^JSS 
able  number  of  them,  intirely  difperfed  the  reft. 

The  French,  vvhofe  numbers,  at  the  beginning 
of  this  engagement,  amounted  to  about  two  thou- 
fand  men,  including  two  hundred  grenadiers, 
eight  hundred  Canadians,  and  the  reft  Indians  of 
different  nations,  had  between  feven  and  eight 
bundrcd  men  killed,  and  thirty  taken  prifoners : 
among  ihefe  laft  was  baron  Dielkau  himfelf,  who 
ivas  found  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  field  of 
battle  dangeroufly  wounded,  and  leaning  on  the 
ftump  of  a  tree  for  his  fupport.  The  Englilh  loft 
about  two  hundred  men,  and  thofe  chiefly  of  the 
detachment  under  colonel  Williams  ;  for  they  had 
yery  few  either  killed  or  wounded  in  the  attack 
upon  t|ieir  camp,  and  not  any  of  diftin6lion,  except 
Qolonel  Titcomb  killed,  and  the  general  himfelf 
and  major  Nichojs  wounded.  Among  the  flain  of 
the  detachment,  which  would  probably  have  been 
almoft  intirely  ci?t  off,  had  not  lieutenant-  colonel 
Cole  been  fent  out  from  the  camp  with  three  hun- 
dred men,  with  which  he  ftopt  the  enemy's  purfuir, 
and  covered  the  retreat  of  his  friends,  were  colonel 
Williams,  major  Alhley,  fix  captains,  and  feveral 
fubakerns,  befides  private  men  ;  and  the  Indians 
rjeckoned  that  they  had  loft  forty  men,  befides  the 
brave  old  Hendrick,  the  Mohogk  Sachem,  or  chief 
captain. 

When  baron  Diefkau  fet  out  from  Ticpnderpga, 
IjIs  defign  was  only  to  furprife  and  cut  off  the  in- 
trenched camp,  now  called  Fort  Edward,  at  the 
Carrying  place,  where  there  were  but  four  or  five 
hundred  men.  If  he  had  executed  this  fcheme,  our 
^rriiy  would  have  been  thrown  into  great  difiicultiesjj 
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An.J755.   for  ic  couid  neither  have  proceeded  farther,   nor 
have  fubfifled  where  it  v/as,   and  he  might  have 
found  an  opportunity  to  attack  it  with  great  advan- 
tage in  its  retreat.     But  when  he  was  within  four 
or  five  milesof  that  fort,  his  people  were  informed 
that  there  were  feveral  cannon  there,  and  none  at 
the  camp ;  upon  which  they  all  defired  to  be  led 
on  to  this  laft,  which  he  the  more  readily  confented 
to,  as  he  himfelf  had  been  told  by  an  Englifh  pri- 
foner,  who  had  left  this  camp  but  a  few  days  be- 
fore, that  it  was  quite  defencelefs,   being  without 
any  lines,  and  dcftitute  of  cannon  j  which,  in  effedt, 
was  true  at  that  time  -,  for  the  cannon  did  not  ar- 
rive,  nor  was  the  breaft-work  erefted,  till  about 
two  days  before  the  engagement.      To  this  mifm  • 
formation,  therefore^   mull  be  imputed  this  ftep, 
which  would  otherwife  be  inconfillent  with  the  ge- 
nerally allowed  charafter  and   abilities  of  baron 
Diefkau.      A    kfs  juftifiable  error  fzems  to  have 
been  committed  by  general  Johnfon,   in  not  de- 
taching a  party  to  purfue  the  enemy    when    they 
were  defeated  and  fled.       Perhaps   he   was  pre- 
'  vented  from  fo  doing  by  the  ill  fate  of  the  detach- 
ment he  had  fent  out  in  the  morning  under  colonel 
Williams.     However  that  may  be,  his  negled,  in 
this  refpe£t,  had  like  to  have  been  fatal  the  next 
day  to  a  detachment  fent  from  Fort  Edward,  con- 
fifting  of  an  hundred  and  twenty  men  of  the  New 
Hamplhire  regiment  under  captain  M'Ginnes,  as 
a  reinforcement  to  the  army  at  the  camp.     This 
Bravery      party  fell  in  with  between  three  and  four   hun- 
of  captain   ^^^^   ^len   of  Diefkau's    troops,    near    the   fpot 
^''^^"      where  colonel  Williams  had  been  defeated  the  day 
before  :  but  M'Ginnes,  havmg  timely  notice  by 

hi? 
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his  fcouts  of  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  made  fuch 
a  difpoficion,  that  he  not  only  repulfed  the  af- 
failants,  but  defeated  and  intirely  difperfed  them, 
vviih  the  lofs  only  of  two  men  killed,  eleven 
wounded,  and  five  miifing.  He  himfelt  unfortu- 
nately died  of  the  wounds  he  received  in  this  en- 
gagement, a  few  days  after  he  arrived  at  the  camp 
with  his  party. 

It  was  now  judged  too  late  in  the  year  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  attack  of  Crown  Point,  as  it  would 
have  been  neceilary,  in  that  cafe,  to  build  a  ftrong 
fort  in  the  place  where  the  camp  then  was,  in  order 
to  fecure  a  communication  with  Albany,  from 
whence  only  the  troops  could  expedl  to  be  rein- 
forced, or  fupplied  with  frefh  ftores  of  ammunition 
or  provifions.  They  therefore  fet  out  upon  their 
return  foon  after  this  engagement,  havmg  fi^rii 
efedted  a  little  iiockaded  fort,  at  the  hither  end  of 
Lake  George,  in  which  they  left  a  fmail  garrifon, 
as  a  future  prey  for  the  enemy  j  a  misfortune  which 
might  eafily  have  been  forefeen,  becaufe  this  whole 
army,  being  country  militia,  was  to  be  difbanded, 
and  return  to  their  refpedlive  homes,  as  they  ac- 
tually did,  foon  after  their  retreat  to  Albany. 

This  was  all  the  glory,  this  all  the  advantage, 
that  the  Englifh  nation  acquired  by  fuch  an  expen- 
five  expedition.  But  fo  little  had  the  Englifh  been 
accuftomed  ofkteto  hear  of  victory,  that  they  re- 
joiced at  this  advantage,  as  if  it  had  been  an  ac- 
tion of  the  greateft  confequence.  The  general  was 
highly  applauded  for  his  condu6t,  and  liberally  re- 
warded i  for  he  was  created  a  baronet  by  his  ma- 
jefl-y,  and  prefented  v/ith  five  thoufand  pounds  by 
the  parliament. 

The 
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The  preparations  for  general  Shirley's  expedn 
tion  againft  Niagara  were  not  only  deficient,  but 
fhamefully  flow  j  though  ic  was  well  known  that 
even  thd  poHlbility  of  his  fuccefs  muft,  in  a  great 
meafure,  depend  upon  his  fetting  out  early  in  the 
year,  as  will  appear  to  any  perfon  that  confiders  the 
iituation  of  our  fort  at  Ofwego,  this  being  the  only 
way  by  which  he  could  proceed  to  Niagara. 

Ofwego  lies  on  the  Ibuth-eaft  fide  of  the  lake 
Ontario,  near  three  hundred  miles  almoil  due- weft 
from  Albany  in  New  York.     The  way  to  it  from 
thence,  though  long  and  tedious,  is  the  more  con- 
venient,  as  the   far  greateft  part  of  it  admits   of 
water-carriage,  by   what  the  inhabitants  call  bat- 
toes,  which  is  a  kind  of  light  fiat-bottomed  boat-, 
widell  in  the  middle,  and  pointed  at  each  end,  of 
about   fifteen  hundred  weight   burden,   and    ma- 
naged by  two  men,   called  battoe-men,   with  pad- 
dles and  fetting-poles,  the  rivers   being  in  many 
places  too  narrow  to  admit  of  oars.     From  Albany 
to  the  village  of  Shenedady,  whch  is  fixteen  miles, 
is  a  good  waggon- road.     From  thence  to  the  little 
Falls  in  the  Mohock  river,  being  fixty-five  miles, 
the  paflage  is  by  water-carriage  up  that  river,  and 
confequently  againft  the  ftream,    which   in  many 
places  is  fomewhat  rapid,  and  in  others  fo  fliallow, 
that,   when   the   river  is  low,  the  watermen  are 
obliged  to  get  out,  and  draw  their  battoes  over  the 
rifts.     At  the  little  Falls  is   a  poftage,  or  land- 
carriage,   for  about  a   mile,  over   a    ground  fo 
marlhy,  that  it  will  not  bear  ajny  wheel- carriage: 
but  a  colony  of  Germans,  fettled  there,  attend  with 
fledges,  on  which  they  draw  the  loaded  battoes  to 
the  next  place  of  embarkation  upon  the  fame  river. 

From 
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From  thence  they  proceed  by  water  up  that  river,  An.  1755. 
for  fifty  miles,  to  the  Carrying- place,  near  the  head 
of  it,  where  there  is  another  poftage,  the  length 
of  which  depends  upon  the  drynefs  or  wetnefs  ot 
the  feafon,  but  is  generally  above  fix  or  tight  miles 
over  in  the  fummer  months.  Here  the  battoes  are 
again  carried  upon  fledges,  till  they  come  to  a  nar- 
row river  called  Wood's  Creek,  down  which  they 
are  wafted  on  a  gentle  Itream,  for  about  forty 
miles,  into  the  lake  Oneyada,  which  llretches  from 
eaft  to  weft  about  thirty  miles,  and  is  paflfed  with 
great  eafe  and  fafety  in  calm  weather.  At  the 
wellern  end  of  this  lake  is  the  river  Onondaga, 
which  after  a  courfe  of  between  twenty  and  thirty 
miles,  unites  with  the  river  Cayuga,  or  Seneca, 
and  their  united  ftream  runs  into  the  lake  Ontario, 
at  the  place  where  Ofwego-fort  is  fituated.  Buc 
this  river  is  fo  rapid  as  to  be  fometimes  dangerous, 
befides  its  being  full  of  rifts  and  rocks;  and  about 
twelve  miles  on  this  fide  of  Ofwego  there  is  a  fall 
of  eleven  feet  perpendicular,  where  there  is  ccnfe- 
quently  a  poftage,  which,  however,  does  not  ex- 
ceed forty  yards.  From  thence  the  paffage  is  cafy 
quite  to  Ofwego. 

The  lake  Ontario,  on  which  this  fort  (lands,  is  ^^''^.^f. 
rear  two  hundred  and  eighty  leagues  in  circum-  Ontario, 
ference  :  its  figure  is  oval,  and  its  depth  runs  from 
tv/enty  to  twenty- five  fathoms.  On  the  north  fide 
of  it  are  feveral  little  guJphs.  There  is  a  commu- 
nication between  this  lake  and  that  of  the  Hurons 
by  the  river  Tanafuate,  from  whence  it  is  a  land- 
carriage  of  fix  or  eight  leagues  to  the  river  To- 
ronto, which  falls  into  it.  The  PVench  have  two 
forts  of  confequence  on   this   lake ;   Frontignac, 

which 
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An.  1755.   which  commands  the  river  St.  Laurence,   where 

the   lake   communicates   with   it  •,    and   Niagara, 

which  commands  the  communication  between  the 

lake  Ontario  and  the  lake  Erie.     But  of  thefe  fortSj, 

and  this  laft  lake,  v^hich  is  One  of  the  fineft  in  the 

world,  we  Ihall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter. 

Neelea  Though  we  had  long  been  in  pofieffion  of  fort 

of  the         Ofwego,  and  though  it  lay  greatly  expofed  to  the 

Engli{hirt   Prench,  particularly  thofe  of  Canada,  upon  an'V 

not  forti-  ;  /  .  11 

^yinw  it.     rupture  between  the  two  nations,   we  had  never 
taken  care  to  render  it  tolerably  defenfible^  or  even 
to  build  a  fingle  velTel  fit  for  navigating  the  lake  : 
nor  was  this  llrange  negle<S  ever  taken  efFe6lual 
notice  of,  till  the  beginning'  of  this  year,  when, 
at  a  meeting  which  general  Braddock  had  in  April 
with  the  governors  and  chief  gentlemen  of  fevera! 
of  our  colonies,  at  Alexandria  in  Virginia,   it  was 
refolved  to  ftrengthen  both  the  fort  and  garrifon  at 
Oiwego,  and  to  build  fome  large  veffels  at   that 
place.    Accordingly  j  a  number  of  fhipwrights  and 
workmen  were  fent  thitherin  May  and  June.  At  the 
fame  time  captain  Bradflreet  marched  thither,  with 
two  companies  of  an  hundred  men  each,  to  reinforce 
the  hundred  that  were  there  before  under  captain 
King,  to  which  number  the  garrifon  had  been  in- 
creafed   fince  our  contefls   with  France  began  to 
grow  ferious.     For  a  long  time  before,   not  above 
twenty-live  men  were  left  to  defend  this  poll,  which, 
irom  its  great  importance,  and  the  fituation  of  af- 
fairs at  this  jun6ture,  moft  certainly  required  a  much 
ilronger  garrifon  than  was  put  into  it  even  at  this 
jundure  :   but  ceconomy  was  the  chief  thing  con- 
ililted  in  the  beginning  of  this  war,  and  to  that,  in 
a  great  meafure,  has  been  owing  its  long  duration. 

From 
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From  the  above  defcription  of  the  paffage  from  ^n- 1755« 
Albany  to  Ofwego,  it  is  plain  how  neceflary  it  was 
that  the  troops  intended  for  this  expedition  fhould  Slownefs 
have  fet  out  early  in  the  fpring.     Bur,   inflead  of  ofi^^^P^^- 
that,  the  very  firft  of  them,  colonel  Schuyler's  New  for  the 
Jerfey  regiment,  did  not  begin  their  march  till  after  expedid- 
the  beginning  of  July!   and   juft  as  Shirley's  and  ^'^f^jf^ 
Pepperell's  regimenes  were  preparing  to  follow^  the     '    ^     * 
melancholy   account  of  Braddock's  difafter  arrived 
at  Albany,  where  it  fo  damped  the  fpirits  of  the 
people,  and  fpread  fuch  a  terror,  that  many  of  the 
troops  deferted,  and  molt  of  the  battoe-men  dif- 
peffed  and  run  home,  by  which  means  even  all  the 
necefTary  ftores  could  not  be  carried  along  with 
the    troops.      Notwithftanding    this     difappoint- 
riient,   general   Shirley  fet  out  from  Albany   be- 
fore the  end  of  July,   with   as  many  of  the  troops 
and  l^ores   as  he  could  procure  a  conveyance  for, 
hoping  to  be  joined  in  his  route  by  great  numbers 
of  the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,   to  whom  he 
ffint  invitations  to  that  effe£t  as  he  pafTed  by  their 
fectiements :    but  they,  inftead  of  complying  with 
his  defire,  abfolutely  declared  againft  all  hoftilities 
on  that  fide  of  the  country  -,  and  infifted,  that  Of- 
wego, being  a  place  of  traffic  and  peace,  ought  not 
to  be  difturbed  either  by  the  Englifli  or  the  French, 
as  if  they  could  have   perfuaded  both   parlies   to 
agree  to  fuch  a   local  truce.     Upon   this  refufal, 
Mr.   Shirley  proceeded  forward,   being   joined   by 
very   few  Indians,    and  arrived  at  Ofwego  on  the 
feventeenth  or  eighteenth  of  Auguft  ;  but  the  reft 
of  the  troops  and   artillery  did  not  arrive  till   the 
laft   day    of  that   month,    and,   even  then,   their' 
ftore  of  provifions    was   not  fufRcient   to   enable 
Numb.  6,  S  them 
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Ail.  1755.  them  to  proceed  againll  Niagara,  though  foms^ 
tolerable  good  veiTels  had  by  th:s  time  been  builc 
and  got  ready  for  that  purpcfe. 

The  general  now  refolved  to  take  but  fix  hun- 
dred men  with  him  for  the  attack  of  Niagara,  and 
to  leave  the  reft  of  his  army,   conlifting  of  about 
fourteen  hundred  more,  at  Ofwego,  to  defend  that 
place,  in  cafe  the  French  fhould  attack  it  in  his  ab- 
fence,  v/hich  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend   they 
might,   as  they  had  then  a  confiderabie  force  at 
Fort  Frontignac,  from  whence  they  could  eafily 
crofs  over  the  lake  Ontario  to  Ofwego.     However, 
he  was  ftill  obliged  to  wait  at  Ofwego  for  provi- 
fions,  of  which  at  length  a  fmall  fupply  arrived  on 
the  twenty-fisth  of  September,  barely  fufficient  to 
fupport  his  men  during  their  intended  expedition, 
and  to  allow  twelve  days  ihort  fubfiftence  for  thofe 
he  left  behind.     But  by  this  time  the  rainy  boifte- 
rous  feafon  had  begun,  on  v/hich  account  moil  of 
his  Indians  had  already  left  him,  and  were  returned 
home  5    and  the  few  that  remained  with  him  de- 
clared, that  there  v/as  no  crofling  the  lake  Ontario 
in  battoes  at  that  feafon,  or  any  time  before  the 
next  fummer.     In  this  perplexity  he  called  a  coun- 
cil of  war,  which,  after  weighing  all  circumftances, 
unanimouily   refolved  to  defer  the  attempt  upon 
Niagara   till  the  next   year,  and  to   employ   the 
troops,  whilfl;  they  remained  at  Ofwego,  in  build- 
ing barracks,  and  ere6ling,   or  at  lead  beginning 
to  ered,  two  new  forts,  one  on  the  eailfide  of  the 
Tvvo  new   fiver  Onondaga,  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards  dif- 
fortsbe-      tant  from  the  old  fort,  which  it  was  to  command, 
thedvcr     ^^   '^^^^  ^^  ^^^  entrance  of    the  harbour,   and  to 
Ononda-     bs   called  Ontario-forc  j  and  the  other  four  hun- 
g^'-  di-ed; 
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dred  and  fifty  yards  weft  of  the  old  fort,  to  be 
called  Ofwego  new  fort. 

Thefe  things  being  agreed  on,  general  Shirley, 
with  the  greateft  part  of  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, fet  out  on  his  return  to  Albany  on  the 
twenty-fourth  of  Odober,  leaving  colonel  Mercer, 
with  a  garrifon  of  only  about  itvtTi  hundred  men, 
at  Ofv/ego  i  though  repeated  advice  had  been  re- 
ceived, that  the  French  had  then  at  leaft  a  thou- 
fand  men  at  their  fort  of  Frontignac,  upon  the  fame 
lake  :  and,  what  was  ftill  worfe,  the  new  forts  were 
not  yet  near  completed  •,  but  left  to  be  finifhed  by 
the  hard  labour  of  colonel  Mercer  and  his  little 
garrifon,  with  the  addition  of  this  melancholy  cir- 
cumftance,  that,  if  befieged  by  the  enemy  in  the 
winter,  it  would  not  be  pofTible  for  his  friends  to 
come  to  his  affiftance. 

Thus  ended  this  year's  unfortunate  campaign,  at 
lead  on  the  fide  of  theEnglifh  %  for  the  French,  with 
the  affiftance  of  their  Indian  allies,  continued  their 
murders,  fcalping,  captivating,  and  laying  wafte 
the  weftern  frontiers  of  Virginia  and  Penfylvania, 
during  the  whole  winter.  Of  thefe  horrid  ravages 
many  difmal  accounts  have  been  publiflied  in  our 
news-papers,  full  of  the  moft  ihocking  barbarity 
on  one  fide,  and  without  any  oppofition  on  the 
other  :  but  as  a  particular  recital  of  them  would  lead 
us  into  a  detail  too  riiinute  for  a  general  hiftory, 
we  {hall  pafs  over  thofe  private  calamities,  and  re- 
turn to  the  public  affairs  of  Europe. 

The  minifters  of  the  two  jarring  powers  were 

very    bufily   employed   this  year  at  moft  of  the 

courts  of  Europe;  but  their  tranfaftions  were  kepC 

extremely  fecret.     The  French  endeavoured  to  in- 

S  2  fpire 
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An.  1755.   fpire  the  Spaniards  with  a  jealoufy  of  the  ftrengtfo 
Fruitlefs     ^^  ^^^  EngUIh  by  fea,  efpecially  in  America  ;  and 
intrigues     the  Spanifh  court  feemed  inchned  to  accept  of  the 
2,^  ^^^,  .     office  of  mediator  :  but  Mr.  Wall,  who  was  per- 
Spain»        feftly   acquainted  with   the   ftate  of  affairs   be- 
tween England  and  France,  feconded  the  reprefen- 
tationsof  the  Britifh  miniftry,  which  demonftrated, 
that  however  willing  Great  Britain  might  be  to^ 
accept   of  the  mediation  of  Spain,   Ihe  could  not 
agree  to  any  fufpenfion  of  arms  in  America,  which 
France  infifted  onas  a  preliminary  condition,  with- 
out hazarding  the  whole  of  her  intereft  there ;  and 
that  the  captures  which  had  been  made  by  the 
Englifh  were  the  neceffary  confequence  of  the  in- 
croachments  and  injuftice  of  the  French,^  particu- 
larly in  that  country.     Upon  this,  all  farther  talk 
of  the  mediation  of  Spain  was  dropt,  and  the  mi- 
niftry of  Verfailles  had  recourfe  to  the  princes  of 
Their        Germany  •,  amongft  whom  the  eleflor  of  Cologne 
praftices     was  foon  brought  over  to   their  party,  fo  as  to 
^_'^'      confent  to  their  forming  magazines  in  his  territo- 
ries in  Weftphali^.     This  was  a  plain  indication  of 
their  defign  againft   Hanover,  which  they  foon 
after  made  his  Britannic  majefty,  who  was  thea-  at 
Hanover,  an  offer  of  fparing,  if  he  would  engage 
that  affairs  (liould  be  adjufled  to  their  fatisfa^ion 
in  America  :  but  this  propofal  being  reje6ted  with 
difdain*  the  count  D'Aubeterre,  envoy  extraordi" 
nary  from  France  at  the  court  of  Vienna,  pro- 
pofed  a  lecret  negotiation  widi  the  minifters  of 
the  Emprefs-queen  j  and  gave  broad  intimations, 
that  if  fhe  would  enter  into  the  views  of  his  mofc 
Chriftian  majelty,  fhe  might  command  all  that  was 
m  his  pov^'er  againil  the  king  of  Prullia.     The  fe- 

cret 
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^Tet  articles  of  die  treaty  of  Peterfburgh,  be-  An.  1755' 
tween  the  two  EmprefTes,  had  ftipulated  a  kind 
of  partition  of  the  Pruflian  territories  ;  but  his 
Britannic  majefly,  though  often  invited,  had  al- 
ways refufed  to  agree  to  any  fuch  flipulation ; 
and  the  King  of  Poland,  though  much  inclined  to 
favour  the  fcheme,  did  not  dare  to  avow  it  formally, 
till  matters  fhould  be  more  ripe  for  carrying  it  into 
execution.  The  court  of  Vienna,  whofe  favourite 
meafure  this  was,  began  to  liften  to  D'Aubeterre's 
infinuations,  and,  by  degrees,  entered  into  nego- 
tiations with  him,  which,  in  the  end,  were  pro- 
dudive  of  that  unnatural  confederacy  between  the 
Emprefs- queen  and  the  king  of  France  ;  of  v/hich 
farther  notice  will  be  taken  in  the  occurrences  of 
the  next  year,  when  the  treaty  between  them,  into 
which  they  afterwards  found  means  fecretly  tQ 
bring  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  was  concluded  at  Ver- 
failles. 

As  it  could  Jiot  be  doubted,  even  at  the  time  of 
his  Britannic  majefly's  fetting  out  for  his  German 
dominions,  that  the  French  would  endeavour  to 
invade  Hanover,  in  cafe  of  a  war  between  England 
and  them,  which  Teemed  not  only  unavoidable,  but 
near  at  hand ;  it  was  natural,    that    his    majefty 
ibould  endeavour  to  defend  his  poffeffions  by  the 
niofl:    powerful  alliances  he  could  form   on    the 
continent.     To  this  end,  during  his  flay  at  Hano-   Treaty  e- 
ver,  he  concluded,  on  the  eighteenth  of  June,  a   *^^^  '^'"S 
treaty  with  the  landgrave  of  Heffe  Caffel,  by  which  Bt^^iT 
his  ferene  highnefs  engaged  to  hold  in  readinefs,   with  the 
during  four  years,  for  his  majefty's  fervice,  a  body  ^""^S';^ 
of    eight  thoufand   men,  to  be  employed,   if  re-   Caffet ' 
quired,  upon  the  continent;,  or  in  Britain  or  Ire- 
S  2  land  i 
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^"'1755-   land;  but  not  on  board  the  fleet,  or  beyond  the 
feas :  andalfo,  if  his  Britannic  majefty  fhould  judge 
it  neceffary  or  advantageous  for  his  fervice,  to  fur- 
ni{h  and  join  to  this  body  of  eight  thoufand  men, 
within  fix  rnonths  after  they  jfhouid  be  demanded, 
four  thoufand  more,  of  which  feven  hundred  were 
to  be  horfe  or  dragoons,  and  each  regiment  of  in- 
fantry to  have  two  field-pieces  of  cannon.     The 
king,  on  his  fide,  promifed  to  pay  to  the  landgrave, 
for  thefe  fuccours,  eighty  crowns  banco,  by  way  or 
Jevy  money,    for  every    trooper  or  dragoon  duly 
armed  and  rnounted,  and  thirty  crowns   banco  for 
every  foot-foldier ;  the  crown  to  be  reckoned  at 
Sfty-three  fols  of  Holland,  or  at  four  Hiillings  and 
pine  pence  three  farthings   Englifh   money  :    and 
alfo  to  pay  to  his  ferene  highnefs,  for  the  eight 
j;hourand  men,   an  annual  fubfidy   of  an  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  crowns  banco,  during  the  four 
years,  to  commence  from  the  day  of  figning  the 
treaty;  v/hich  fubfidy  was  to  be  increafed  to  three 
hundred  thoufand  crowns  yearly,  from  the  time  of 
requiring  the  troops,  to  the  time  of  their  entering 
into  Britifh  pay  \  and  in  cafe  of  their  beingjdif- 
miffed,  the  faid  fubfidy  of  three  hundred  thoufand 
crowns   was   then  to   revive,     and   be   continued 
during  the  refidue  of  the  term  :  but  if  twelve  thou- 
fand men  were  demanded  and  furniflied,  the  fub- 
fidy was  then  to  be  increafed  in  proportion  :  and  in 
cafe  the  king  of  Great  Britain  fnould  at  any  time 
think  fit  to  fend  back  thefe  troops,  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  treaty,   notice  thereof  was  to  be 
given  to  his  lerene  highnefs  three  months  before- 
_^  band  3  one  month's  pay  was  to  be  allowed  them 

for 
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■for  their  returnj   and  they  were  to  be  furnidied 
gratis  with  the  neceffary  tranfport-veflels. 

Another  treaty  was  begun  with  Ruflla  about  the 
flime  time  ;  byt  this  did  not  take  efFed  during  his 
majefly's  refidence  at  Hanover  :    that  others  were 
rjot  concluded  was  the  mod  furprifing,  as  our  fub- 
fidy- treaty  with  Saxony  bad  then  expired,  and  that 
with  Bavaria  v/as  near  expiring;    and   as    the  fe- 
.curing  of  thefe  two  princes  in  our  intereft  was  ar 
lead  as  neceffary  towards  forming  a  fufHcient  con- 
federacy upon   the  continent  for  the  defence   of 
Hanover,  as  it  was  to  fecure  the  landgrave  of  HeiTe 
Caflel.     If  the  reafon  of  their  not  being  engaged, 
and  no  other  feems  fo  probable,  was,  that  they  re- 
fufed  to  renev/  their  treaties  with  England  upon  any 
terms,  all  that  can  be  faid  is,  that  they  were  guilty 
of  flagrant  ingratitude,  as  they  had  both  received  a 
fubfidy  from  this  kingdom  for  many  years  in  time 
of  peace,  when  they  neither  were  nor  could  be  of 
any  fervice  to  the  intereil  of  Great  Britain. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  July  an  exprefs  arrived  from 
admiral  Bofcawen,  with  an  account  of  his  having  cftheAL 
taken  the  two  French  (liips  of  war,  the  Alcide  and  tLV's'^ 
the  Lys.     This  was  certainly  contrary  to  the  ex-   being 
Deflation  of  the  court  of  France  ;  for,  had  they   ^^^^P- 
apprehended  any  fuch  attack,  they  would  not  have   Eno-iand. 
ordered  Mr.  M'Namara  to  return  to  Breil  with  the 
chief  part  of  their  fquadron  ;  nor  was  it,  perhaps, 
lefs  contrary  to  the  expeclation  of  fome  of  our  own 
miniftry :  but  as  matters  had  been  carried  fo  far, 
k  was  then  too  late  to  retreat ;  and   therefore  or- 
ders v/ere  foon  after  given  to  ^1  our  fliips  of  war 
to  make  reprifals  upon  the  French,  by  taking  their 
fnips  wherever  they  fiiould  meet  them.     Sir  Ed- 
S  4 
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An.  1755.    ward  Hav/ke  failed  from  Portfmouth  on  the  twen- 
ty-firftof  July*  with  eighteen  men  of  war,  to  watch 
the  return  of  the  French  fleet  from  America,  which 
however  efcaped   him,   and  got  into  Breft  on  the 
third  day  of  September.     Commodore  Frankland 
failed  from  Spiihead  for  the  Weft  Indies  on  the 
thirteenth  of  AiigiiLl,    with  four  men  of  war,  fur- 
niihed  with  orders  to  commit  hoftilities,  as  well  as 
to  proteft  our  trade  and  fugar-iflands  from  any  in- 
fult  that  the  French  might  offer  ;  and  the  duke  de 
Mirepoix,  their  ambafiador  at  the  court  of  Lon- 
don, fet  QUI  for  Paris  on  thetwcnty-fecondof  July, 
without  taking  leave. 
Return  of       A  war  being  thus  in  fome  msafure  begun,  his 
the  kmg     majefty  thought  proper,  perhaps  for  that  reafon,  to 
Vnd^^'      ^^turn  to  his  Britifn  dominions  fooner  than  ufual  j 
for  he  left  Hanover  on  the  eight  of  September, 
and  arrived  on  the  fifteenth  at  Kenfington,  where 
the  treaty  of  alliance  between  him  and  the  emprefs 
of  Rufila,  which  he  had  begun  during  his  abfence, 
was  concluded  on  the  thirtieth  of  the  fame  month, 
Kistreatv   By  this  treaty  her  Ruffian  majefty  engaged  to  hold 
tvkhRuf-    in    readinefs    in    Livonia,    upon   the  frontiers  of 
;'^'  Lithuania,  a   body  of  troops   confifting  of  forty 

thoufand  infantry,  v\rith  the  neceffary  artillery,  and 
fifteen  thoufand  cavalry;  and  alfo,  on  the  coafts  of 
the  faid  province,  forty  or  fifty  galleys,  with  the 
neceffary  crews  -,  to  be  ready  to  a6t,  upon  thefirft 
order,  in  his  majefty's  fervice,  in  cafe,  faid  the  fifth 
article,  which  was  the  moft  remarkable,  that  the 
dominions  of  his  Britannic  majefty  in  Germany 
iliould  be  invaded  on  account  of  the  interefts  or 
difputes  which  regard  his  kingdoms  ;  her  Imperial 
majefty  declaring,  that  fhe  would  look  upon  fuch 
'"•"-'  an 
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an  invafion  as  a  cafe  of  the  alliance  of  the  year  An.  1755. 
one  thoLifand  feven  hundred  and  forty-two  -,  and 
that  the  faid  dominions  (hould  be  therein  com- 
prifed  in  this  refpefl: :  but  neither  thefe  troops  nor 
crallies  were  to  be  put  in  motion,  unlets  his  Britan- 
nic majefty,  or  his  allieSj,  fhould  be  fomewhere  at- 
tacked i  in  which  cafe  the  Ruffian  general  fhould 
march,  as  foon  as  poffible  after  requifition,  to  make 
adiverlion  with  thirty  thoufand  infantry  and  fifteen, 
thoufand  cavalry ;  and  fhould  embark  on  board 
the  gallies  the  other  ten  thoufand  infantry,  to 
make  a  defcent  according  to  the  exigency  of  the 
affair.  On  the  other  fide,  his  Britannic  majefty  en- 
gaged to  pay  to  her  Ruffian  majefty  an  annual  fub- 
lidy  of  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fteriing  a  year, 
each  year  to  be  paid  in  advance,  and  to  be  reck- 
oned from  the  day  of  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions, to  the  day  that  thefe  troops  fhould  upon  re- 
quifition go  out  of  Ruffia  ;  from  v/hich  day  the 
annual  fubfidy  to  her  Imperial  majefiy  was  to  be 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fleriing,  to  be  paid 
always  four  months  in  advance,  until  the  troops 
fhould  return  into  the  Ruffian  dominions,  and  for 
three  months  after  their  return.  His  Britannic 
majefty,  who  was  to  be  at  liberty  to  fend  once 
every  year  into  the  faid  province  of  Livonia  a 
commifiary,  to  fee  and  examine  the  number  and 
Condition  of  the  faid  troops,  further  engaged,  that, 
in  cafe  her  Ruffian  majefty  fhould  be  difturbed  in 
this  diverfion,  or  attacked  herfelf,  he  would  furnifh 
immediately  the  fuccour  ftipulated  in  the  treaty  of 
one  thoufand  fsven  hundred  and  forty-two ;  and 
that,  in  cafe  a  war  fhould  break  out,  he  would  fend 

int(^ 
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An.  17.55-   into  the  Baltic  a  fquadron  of  his  fhips,  of  a  force 
fuitable  to  the  circumftances. 

This  was  the  chief  fubftance  of  the  treaty , 
which,  by  agreement  of  both  parties,  was  to  fub- 
fift  for  four  years  from  theexchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions :  but  in  the  feventh  article  thefe  words  were 
unluckily  inferted  :  "  Confidering  alfo  the  proximi- 
ty of  the  countries  wherein  the  diverfion  in  quef- 
tion  will  probably  be  made,  and  the  facility  her 
troops  will  probably  have  of  fubfifting  immediately 
in  an  enemy's  country,  fhe  takes  upon  herfelf 
alone,  during  fcch  a  diverfionj  the  fubfiftence  and 
treatment  of  the  faid  troops  by  fea  and  land.'* 
And  in  the  eleventh  article  it  was  ftipulated,  that 
all  the  plunder  the  llufllan  army  Ihould  take  fron) 
the  enemy  Ihould  belong  to  them. 

That  his  Britannic  majefly,  who  now  knew 
.enough  of  the  court  of  Vienna  to  be  fenfible  that 
he  could  expefl:  np  a?Tn1:ance  from  thence,  in  cafe 
Ills  German  dominions  were  invaded,  fhould  enter 
into  this  convention  with  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  In 
order  to  ftrengthen  his  defence  upon  the  continent, 
was  extremely  natural ;  efpecially  as  he  had  lately 
lived  in  great  friendfhip  with  her,  and  her  tranfac- 
tions  with  the  court  of  France  had  been  fo  fecret, 
by  palling  through  only  that  of  Vienna,  that  he  had 
not  yet  been  informed  of  them  -,  neither  had  the 
projefl  of  the  treaty  ofVerfaiiles  then  come  to  his 
knowledge,  or  to  that  of  the  king  of  Pruflia,  nor 
had  either  of  thefe  princes  yet  made  any  formal  ad- 
vances to  the  other. 

The  firil  intimation  that  appeared  publicly  of  the 
negotiations  of  PVance  with  the  emprefs  of  Germa- 
P'Ys  v,'as,  when  the  French  minifter^  count  d'Aube- 

terrej 
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terre,  declared  at  Vienna,  "  That  the  warlike  de- 
figns,  wirh  which  the  king  his  mailer  was  charged, 
were  lufEciently  confuted  by  his  great  moderation, 
of  which  all  Europe  had  manifold  proofs ;  that  his 
majefty  was  perfuaded  this  groundiefs  charge  had 
given  as  much  indignation  to  their  Imperial  Ma- 
jefties  as  to  himfelf :  that  he  was  firmly  refolve^ 
to  preferve  to  Chriftendom  that  tranquillity  which  it 
enjoyed  through  his  fidelity,  in  religioufiy  obferv- 
ing  the  treaty  of  Aix  la-Chapelle:  but  that  if  his 
Britannic  majefty's  allies  took  part  in  the  war  which 
was  kindled  in  America,  by  furnifhing  fuccours  to 
the  Englifii,  his  majefty  would  be  authorifed  to 
confider  and  treat  them  as  principals  in  it." 
France  likewife  made  the  fame  declaration  to 
other  courts. 

It  mult,  however,  be  confefi'ed,  that  the  words 
and  ftipulation  in  the  above  recited  claufe,  in  the 
feventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  Great  Britain  with 
RufTia,  could  not  but  be  looked  upon  as  a  menace 
levelled  at  the  king  of  Prufiia,  who,  having  fome 
time  after  found  means  to  procure  a  copy  of  this 
treaty,  and  feeing  it  in  that  light,  boldly  declared, 
by  his  minifters  at  all  the  courts  of  Europe,  th^t 
he  would  oppofe  with  his  utmoft  force  the  entrance 
of  any  foreign  troops  into  the  empire,  under  any 
pretence  whatever.  This  declaration  was  particu- 
larly difpleafing  to  the  French,  who  had  already 
marched  large  bodies  of  troops  tov/ards  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  empire,  and  ereded  feveral  great  ma- 
gazines In  "Weilphalia,  with  the  permiflion  of  the 
eledlor  of  Cologne,  for  which  our  minifter  at  his 
court  was,  in  Augufc,  ordered  to  withdraw  from 
thence  without  taking  leave.     However,  as  foon 

as 


2^3 
An.  1755. 

Declara- 
tion of  the 
French 
minifter 
at  the 
court  of 
Vienna, 


Spirited 
declara- 
tion of  the 
king  of 
Pruffia,  in 
confe- 
quence  of 
our  treat}' 
with  Ruf- 


2g4-  HISTORY,  OF  EN'GLAND. 

/^R.1755.  ss -this  declaration  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  noti^ 
lied  to  the  court  of  Verfailles,  they  fent  an  ambaf- 
fador  extraordinary,  the  duke  de  Nivernois,  to 
Berlin,  to  try  to  purfuade  his  majelty  to  retratft  his 
dsclaration,  and  enter  into  a  new  alliance  with 
them.  His  Pruffian  majefcy  received  this  ambaffa- 
dor  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  feemed  to  denote  a  difpo- 
fition  to  agree  to  every  thing  he  had  to  propofe. 
This  awakened  in  England  ajealoufy  that  his  decla- 
ration alone  was  not  to  be  relied  on,  but  that  it  was 
neceffary  to  bring  him  under  fome  more  folemn 
engagement ,  efpecially  as  the  French  had  by  this 
time  a  numerous  army  near  the  Lower  Rhiney 
v/ith  magazines  provided  for  their  march  all  the 
v/ay  to  Hanover  •,  and  if  the  king  of  Pruflla  fuffered 
them  to  pafs  through  his  dominions,  that  eledtorat? 
muft  be  fwallowed  up  before  the  Ruflian  auxili- 
aries could  poiTibly  be  brought  thither,  or  any 
army  be  formed  for  protefling  it.  For  this  reafoii 
A  treaty  a  negotiation  was  fet  on  foot  by  Great  Britain  at  Ber- 
betv?.-een  \i^ .  b^it  as  it  was  not  concluded  before  the  beginning 
and  Pruf-  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  Y^^^'  ^'^  ^^^^^  defer  entering  into  the  par- 
Jia begun,   ticulars  of  it,  till  we  come  to  that  period. 

Mean  while  the  French  made  another  at- 
Frencli  tempt  upon  thecourt  of  IVIadrid,  loudly  complain- 
jnake  an-  ing  of  the  taking  of  their  two  men  of  v/ar  by  Bof- 
cther  uii-  cawen's  fquadron,  before  any  declaration  of  war 
£:teix^p-j  was  made,  reprefentmg  it  as  a  molt  unjultihabJe 
upon  the  proceeding,  which  threatened  a  diffolution  of  all 
fakh  amongil  nations.  This  produced  a  ftrong 
memorial  from  Sir  Benjamin  Keene,  our  minifter 
at  that  court,  importing,  "  Thatit  was  well  known 
that  the  French  fleet  carried  troops,  ammunition, 
a^id  every  thing  neceffary  for  defending  the  coun- 
tries 


court  of 
£pain 
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tries  which  the  French  had  unjuftlyufurped  in  Ame- 
rica, and  of  which  the  Englifli  claimed  the  proper- 
ty. That  the  rules  of  felf- defence  authorife  every 
nation  to  render  fruitlefs  any  attempt  that  may 
t€nd  to  its  prejudice  :  that  this  right  had  been  made 
ufe  of  only  in  taking  the  two  French  fhips  of  war  5, 
and  that  the  diftindion  of  place  might  be  interpreted 
in  favour  of  the  Engliih,  ieeing  the  two  fhips  v/ere 
taken  on  the  coalls  of  the  countries  where  the  con- 
tefb  arofe."  In  anf.ver  to  this  obfervation,  the 
French  minifter  reprefented  the  vaft  number  of 
flaips  that  had  been  taken  in  the  European  feas  -, 
for  in  fad  the  Englifli  ports  foon  began  to  be  filled 
with  them,  in  confequence  of  the  general  orders 
for  making  reprifals.  But  the  court  of  Madrid 
was  fo  far  from  being  mifled  by  any  thing  he  could 
fay,  that  it  gave  his  Britannic  majefty  the  llrongeil 
affurances  of  its  friendlhip,  and  of  its  intention. 
t-o  take  no  part  in  the  differences  between  him  and 
France,  but  fuch  as  fhould  be  reconciliatory,  and 
tending  to  reftore  the  public  tranquillity. 

On  the  other  hand,  his  Britannic  majefty  re- 
quired, as  king  of  Great  Britain,  the  auxiliaries  fti- 
pulated  to  him  by  treaty  from  the  emprefs  queen. 
But  thefe  were  flatly  refufed,  under  pretence  that  as 
the  conteft  between  him  and  France  related  to  Ame- 
ricaonly,  it  was  not  acafe  ofthe  alliance  -,  though  at 
the  fame  time  the  French  made  no  fcruple  of  own- 
ing, that  they  intended  to  malce  a  powerful  defcent 
on  Great  Britain  early  in  the  fpring.  What  is  more, 
when,  a  little  while  after,  France  being  employed  in 
making  great  preparations  for  a  land  war  in  Europe, 
the  king  of  England  required  her  to  defend  her  own 
pofTelTions,   the  Barrier  in  the  Low   Countries, 

with 
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with  the  number  of  men  ftipulated  by  treatyv 
which  countries,  acquired  by  EngliHi  blood  and 
Englilh  treafure,  had  been  given  to  her  on  that  ex- 
prefs  condition  ;  fherefufed  to  do  it,  faying,  that  fhe 
could  not  fpare  troops  for  that  purpofe  on  account 
of  her  dangerous  enemy  the  king  of  Pruffia  :  and 
afterwards,  when  he  was  fecured  by  his  treaty  with 
England,  ihe  urged  that  as  a  pretence  for  her  unna- 
tural alliance  with  France. 

Though  the  Englifh  tontinued  to  make  reprifals 
tipon  the  French,  not  only  in  the  feas  of  America^ 
but  alfo  in  thofe  of  Europe,  by  taking  every  fliip 
they  could  meet  v^rith,  and  detaining  them,  their 
cargoes,  and  crews  -,  yet  the  French,  whether  from 
a  confcioufnefs  of  their  want  of  power  by  fea,  or 
that  they  might  have  a  more  plaulibleplea  to  repre- 
fent  England  as  the  aggreffor,  were  fo  far  from  re- 
turning thefe  hoftilities,  that  their  fleet,  which efcaped 
Sir  Edward  Haiwke,  having,  on  the  thirteenth  of  Au- 
guft,  taken  the  Blandford  man  of  war,  with  go° 
vernor  Littleton  on  board,  going  to  Carolina,  they 
fet  the  governor  at  liberty,  as  foon  as  the  court  was 
informed  of  the  fhip's  being  brought  into  NanteSj, 
and  Ihortly  after  releafed  both  the  fhip  and  crew. 
However,  at  the  fame  time,  their  preparations  for 
a  land  war  ftill  went  on  with  great  diligence,  and 
their  utmofl  arts  and  efforts  were  fruitlefly  exerted 
to  purfuade  the  Spaniards  and  Dutch  to  join  v/ich 
them  againft  Great  Britain.  In  England  the  prepa- 
rations by  fea  became  greater  than  ever  j  feveralnew 
fhipsof  warwereputin  commiffion,  and  many  others 
taken  into  theferviceof  the  government :  the  expor- 
tation cf  gunpowder  was'forbid  :  the  bounties  to  fea- 
men  were  continued  ;  and  the  number  of  thofe  that 

either 


GEORGE    II.  2S7 

dther  entered  voluntarily,  or  were  prefTcd,  in-  An.  1755. 
creafed  daily,  as  did  alio  the  captures  from  the 
French,  among  which  was  their  fhip  the  Efpe- 
rance,  of  feventy  guns,  taken  as  (he  was  going 
from  Kochfort  to  Breit  to  be  manned.  The 
land-forces  of  Great  Britain  were  likewife  ordered  to 
be  augmented  1  feveral  new  regiments  were  raifed ; 
and  all  half-pay  officers,  and  the  out-penfioners 
belonging  to  Ghelfea  hofpital,  were  direded  to 
fend  in  their  names,  ages,  and  time  of  fervicc,  in 
order  that  fuch  of  them  as  were  yet  able  to  ferve 
might  be  employed  again,  if  wanted. 

The  Englilh  navy,  fo  early  as  ia  the  month  of  State  of 
September  of  this  year,  confined  of  one  fhip  of  an   ^he  Eng-- 
hundred  ajid  ten  guns,  live  of  an  hundred   guns   pj-ench 
each,  thirteen  of  ninety,   eight  of  eighty,  five  of  navies^ 
feventy-four,  twenty-nine  of  feventy,  fouroffixty- 
fix,  one  of  fixty-four,  thirty-three  of  fixty,  three  of 
fifty-four,  twenty-eight  of  fifty,  four  of  forty -four, 
thirty-five  of  forty,  and  forty-tv>?o  of  tv/enty,  four 
floops  of  war  of  eighteen  guns  each,  two  of  fix- 
teen,  eleven  of  fourteen,  thirteen  of  twelve,  and 
one  of  ten,    befides  a  great  number  of  bomb- 
ketches,  fireflilps,  and  tenders  5  a  force  fufficienc 
to  oppofe  the  united   maritime  ftrength  of  all  the 
powers  in  Europe  j  whilft  that  of  the  French,  even 
at  the   end  of  this  year,  and  including  the  fhips 
then  upon  the  flocks,  amounted  to  no  more  than 
fix  fhips  of  eighty  guns,   twenty-one  of  feventy- 
four,  one  of  feventy-two,  four  of  feventy,  thirty- 
one  of  fixty-four,    two  of  fixty,   fix  of  fifty,  and 
thirty-two  frigates. 

Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  two  kingdonis.   Meeting 
^hen  on  the  thirteenth  of  November  the  parliament  ^^^^ik^ 

met,   inent. 


2,^S 
An.  1755. 

His  ma- 

jefty's 
fpeech. 


Remark- 
able ad- 
dreffes  of 
tlie  lords 
and  com- 
monso 


HISTORY  GE  E  N  G  L  A  N  D. 

met,  and  his  majefty  opened  the  fefnon  with  a  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  in  which  he  acqijainted  them, 
"  That  the  moft  proper  meafures  had  been  taken 
to  proteftourpoireiTions  in  America,  and  to  regain 
fuch  parts  thereof  as  had  been  ineroached  upon,  or 
invaded ;  that  to  preferve  his  people  from  the  ca- 
lamities of  war,  as  well  as  to  prevent  a  general 
war  from  being  lighted  up  in  Europe,  he  had  been 
always  ready  to  accept  reafonable  and  honourable 
terms  of  accommodation-,  but  that  none  fuch  had 
been  propofed  by  France:  that  he  had  alio  confined 
his  views  and  Operations  to  hinder  France  from 
making  new  encroachments,  or  fupporting  thofe 
already  made  :  to  exert  his  people's  right  to  afatis- 
fadion  for  hoftilities  committed  in  a  time  of  pro- 
found peace  -,  and  todifappoint  fuch  defigns,  as,  from 
various  appearances  and  preparations,  there  was 
reafon  to  think  had  been  formed  againft  his  king- 
doms and  dominions  :  that  the  king  of  Spain  ear- 
neitly  wiflied  the  prefervation  of  the  public  tran- 
quility, and  had  given  afili  ranees  of  his  intention 
to  continue  in  the  fame  pacific  fentiments ;  that  he 
himfelf  had  greatly  increafed  his  naval  armaments, 
and  augmented  his  land-forces  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
might  be  leaft  burthenfome ;  and  finally,  that  he 
had  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia, 
and  another  with  the  landgrave  of  Heire-Caffel, 
which  Ihould  be  laid  before  them." 

In  anfwer  to  this  fpeech,  both  houfes  voted 
moft  loyal  addrefTes,  but  not  without  a  warmoppo- 
fition  in  each,  to  fome  of  the  particular  expref- 
fions  ;  for  it  having  been  propofed  in  the  houfe  of 
lords  to  infert  in  their  addrefs  the  words  following, 
viz.  *^  That  they  looked  upon  themfelves  as  obliged, 

bv 
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by  the  flrongeft  ties  of  duty,   gratitude,  and  ho- 
nour, to  Hand   by  and  fupport  his  majeily  in  all 
fuch  wife  and  necelfary  meafures  and  engagements, 
as  his  majefty  might  have  taken  in  vindication  of 
the  rights  of  his  crown,  or  to  defeat  any  attempts 
which  might  be  made  by  France,  in  refentment  for 
fuch  meafures ;  and  to  affift  his  majefty  in  difap- 
pointing  or  repelling  all  fuch  enterprizes  as  might 
be  formed,  not  only  againft  his  kingdoms,  but  alfo 
againft  any  other  of  his  dominions,  "  though  not 
belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,"  in  cafe 
they  ihould  be  attacked  on  account  of  the  part 
which  his  majefty  had  taken  for  maintaining  the 
cflential  interefts  of  his  kingdoms.'*     The  infert- 
ing  of  thefe  words  in  their  addrefs  was  oppofcd  by 
the  earl  Temple,  and  feveral  other  lords ;  becaufe 
by  the  firft  part  of  them  they  engaged  to  approve 
of  the  treaties  with  Ruffia  and  HelTe  Caftel,  neither 
of  which  they  had  ever  feen,  nor  could  it  be  fup- 
pofed  that  either  of  them  could  be  of  any  advan- 
tage to  this  nation ;  and  by  the  fecond  part  of  thefe 
words  it  feemed  to  be  refolved,   to  engage  this  na- 
tion in  a  continental  connedion  for  the  defence  of 
Hanover,  which  it  was  impoffible  for  England  to 
fupport,  and  which  would  be  fo  far  from  being  of 
any  advantage  to  it  at  fca,  or  in  Am.erica,  that  it 
might  at  laft  difable  the  nation  from  defending  it- 
felf  in  either  of  thofe  parts  of  the  world.      But 
upon  putting  the  queftion,  the  inferting  of  thefe 
words  was  agreed  to  by  a  great  niajority,  and  ac- 
cordingly they  ftand  as  part  of  the  addrefs  of  the 
houfe  upon  that  occafion. 

To  this  remarkable  addrefs  his  majefty  returned  His  maje- 
the  following  as  remarkable  anfwer :   "  My  lords,   ^y's  an- 

N  u  M  B,  VIL  T  I  give  *"''"*"' 
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I  give  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  this  dutiful  and 
affedionate  addrefs.     I  fee,  with  the  gieateft  fatif- 
faftion,  the  zeal  you  exprefs  for  my  perfon  and  go- 
vernment, and  for  the  true  intereft  of  your  coun- 
try, which  1  am  determined    to  adhere  to.     The 
ailurances  which  you  give  me  for  the  defence  of 
my  territories  abroad,   are  a  ftrong  proof  of  your 
affedion  for  me,  and  regard  for  my  honour.     Na~ 
thing  fliall  divert  me  from  purfuing  thofe  meafures 
which  will  effedually  maintain  the  poffeffions  and 
rights  of  my  kingdoms,  and  procure   reafonable 
and  honourable  terms  of  accommodation." 

The  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  commons  breathed 
the  fame  fpirit  of  zeal  and  gratitude,  and  was  full 
of  the  warmeft  afili ranees  of  a  ready  fupport  of  his 
majefty,  and  of  his  foreign  dominions,  if  attacked 
in  refentment  of  his  maintaining  the  rights  of  his 
crown  and  kingdom ;  and  his  majcily's  anfwer  to 
it  was  to  the  fame  effe6t  as  that  to  the  houfe  of 
lords.     The  fame,  or  nearly  the  fame  words,  re- 
lating to  the  treaties  concluded  by  his  majefty,  and 
to  the  defence  of  his  foreign  dominions,  were  pro- 
pofed  to  be  inferted  in  this  addrefs,  which  was  op- 
poied  by  WiUiam  Pitt,  Efq-,  then  paymafter  of  his 
majefty's   forces ;    the    right    honourable   Ht-nry 
Legge,  Efq;  then  chancellor  and  under- treafurer 
of  his  majeily's  exchequer,  and  one  of  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  treafury ;  and  by  feverat  other  gen- 
tlem.en  in  high  poAs  under  the  government,    as 
well  as  by  many  others :  but,  upon  putting  the 
queftion,  it  was  by  a  confi:  erable  majority  agreed 
to  infert  the  words  objeded  to^  and  very  foon  af-r 
ter,  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Legge,  and  moii,  if  not  all  of 
the  gentlemen  who  had  appeared  in  the  oppofition, 

were 
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were  difrniiTecl  from  their  employments.     In  the   An.  1755. 

mean  time,  a  draught  came  over  from  Ruffia  for 

part  of  the  new  fubfidy  Itipulated  to  that  crown ; 

but  fome  of  the  miniflry,   who  were  then  at  the 

head  of  the  finances,  refufed  to  pay  it,   at  lead  till 

the  treaty  Ihould  be  approved  of  by  parliament. 

Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  had  not  been  long  in  pof    Altera- 
feffion  of  the  ofEce  of  fecretary  of  flate,  before  it  ^f  "^  ?^ 

,,  -11,',  T  n     the  mi- 

was   generally  perceived,  that,   though  an   honeit   niftry, 
well-meaning  man,  and  a  favourite  with  the  king, 
his  abilities  were  not  equal  to  the  fundions  of  that 
poll.    Much  lefs  were  they  fo  at  this  juncture,  when 
the  nation  was  on  the  point  of  being  engaged  in  a 
difficuk  and  expennve  v/ar,  and  plunged  into  fo- 
reign meafures  and  connexions,  v/hich  would  re- 
quire the  utmoft  fkill  of  an  able  politician  to  render 
them  palatable  to  the  people.     Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr. 
Fox,  though  they  fcarce  ever  agreed  in  any  other 
thing,  had  generally  united  in  oppofing  his  mea- 
fures ;  and  their  fuperior  influence  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,   and  univerfally  acknowledged  abilities, 
tho'  of  very  different  kinds,  had  always  prevailed ; 
uncommon  as  it  was,  to  fee  two  perfons  who  held 
confiderable  places  under  the  government,  one  of 
them  being  paymailer-general,    and  the  other  fe- 
cretary at  v/ar,   oppofe,   upon  almoft  every  occa- 
fion,   a  fecretary  of  fcate,  who  v/as   fuppofed  to 
know  and  fpeak  the  fentim.ents  of  his  mafter.     Sir 
Thomas  himfelf  foon  grew  fenfible  of  his  want  of 
fufficient  v/eight  in  the  fen  ate  of  the  nation ;  and 
therefore,   of  his    own  accord,   on   the  tenth  of 
November,  wifely  and  dutifully  refigned  the  feals 
of  his  ofiice  to  his  majefty,   who  delivered  them       j   / 
to  Mr.  Fox,   and  appointed  Sir  Thomas  mafcer  cretary  0 
'T  2  of  fia^. 
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of  the  wardrobe,  with  a  penfion  to  him  during  his 
life,  and  after  his  death  to  his  fons.     Lord  Bar- 
rington  fucceeded  Mr.  Fox   as  fecretary  at  war  5 
and   foon    after  Sir   George  Lyttelton  was   made 
Ghancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  a  lord  of  the  trea- 
fury,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Legge,  who  had  declared 
himfelf  againft  the  new  continental  fyftem.     How- 
ever, notwithftanding  even  thefe  changes  in  the 
miniftry,  very  warm  debates  arofe  in  both  houfes, 
when  the  treaties  of  Ruffia  and  HelTe  Cafiel  came 
to  be  confidered  by  them  :  fome  of  the  members 
were  for  referring  them  to  a  committee  -,  but  this 
motion  was  over- ruled,  in  confideration  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  having  engaged  in  them  to  guard  againft  a 
florm  that  feemed  ready  to  break  upon  his  eled:o- 
ral  dominions,    merely  on  account  of  our  quarrel 
with  the  French.     They  were  at  length  approved 
of  by  a  majority  of  three  hundred  and  eighteen, 
againft  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix,   in  the  houfe 
of  commons ;  and  by  eighty-four  againft  eleven, 
in  the  houfe  of  lords. 

The  houfe  of  commons  then  proceeded  to  pro- 
vide for  the  fervice  of  the  enfuing  year,  and  for 
the  deficiencies  of  the  provifions  for  the  former. 
Fifty  thoufand  feamen,  including  nine  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  thirty- eight  marines,  were  voted 
on  the  twenty-fourth  of  November,  for  the  fervice 
of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- 
fix,  together  with  two  millions  fix  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  for  their  maintenance;  and  thirty- 
four  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty-three  land- 
foldiers,  with  nine  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  three  pounds  fix  fliillings  and 
nine  pence  for  their  fupport.  An  hundred  thou- 
fand 
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fand  pounds  were  voted  as  a  fubfidy  to  the  emprefs    An.  1755. 
of  Ruffia;  fifty  four  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
'forty  pounds  twelve  (hillings  and  fix  pence,  were 
voted  to  the  landgrave  of  HelTe  Caffel ;   and  ten 
thoufand  pounds  to  the  eledlor  of  Bavaria. 

While  the  national  bufinefs  was  thus  going  on,  Earth- 
not  only  the  public  of  Great  Britain,  but  the  whole  q^^-^^  at 
world,  was  thrown  into  the  deepeil  confternation 
by  a  dreadful  earthquake,  which,  on  the  firft  of 
November,  fhook  all  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  many 
other  places  in  Europe,  and  laid  the  city  of  Lifbon 
in  ruins.  When  the  nev/s  of  this  great  calamity 
firft  reached  England,  it  was  feared  left  the  confe- 
quences  of  it  might  affed:  our  public  credit,  con- 
fidering  the  vaft  intereft  which  the  Englifti  mer- 
chants had  in  the  Fortugiiefe  trade:  but,  fortu- 
nately, it  afterwards  proved  inconfiderable,  in  com- 
parifon  of  what  had  been  apprehended ,  the  quar- 
ter in  which  the  Englifh  chiefly  lived,  and  where 
they  had  their  warehoufes,  having  fuffered  the 
leaft  of  any  part  of  the  city ;  and  moft  of  the  Eng- 
lifti merchants  then  refiding  there,  together  with 
their  families,  being  at  their  country  houfcs,  to 
avoid  the  infults  to  which  they  might  have  been 
€xpofed  from  the  Portuguefe  populace,  during 
the  celebration  of  their  Auto  da  fe,  which  was 
kept  that  very  day.  The  two  firft  fliocks  of  this 
dreadful  vifitation  continued  near  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  after  which  the  water  of  the  river  Tagus 
rofe  perpendicularly  above  twenty  feet,  and  fub- 
fided  to  its  natural  bed  in  lefs  than  a  minute. 
Great  numbers  of  houfes,  of  which  this  city  then 
contained  about  thirty-fix  thoufand,  extending  in 
length  near  fix  m-iles,  in  form  of  a  creicent,  on 
T  3  the 
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the  aicent  of  a  hill  upon  the  north  fliore  of  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Tagus,  within  nine  miles  from 
the  ocean,  were  thrown  down  by  the  repeated  com- 
motions of  the  earth,  together  with  feveral  magni- 
ficent churches,  m.onaiLeries,  and  public  buildings. 
But  what  entirely  completed  the  ruin  of  this  then 
moil  opulent  capital  of  the  Portugutfe  dominions, 
was  a  devouring  conflagration,  partly  fortuitous  or 
natural,  but  chieuy  occafioned  by  a  let  of  impious 
villains,  who,  unawed  by  the  tremendous  fcene  at 
that  very  inftant  paffing  before  their  eyes,   with  a 
wickednefs  fcarcely  to  be  credited,   ict  fire  even  to 
the  falling  edifices  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  to  ' 
increafe   the   general  confufion,   that  they  might 
have  the  better  opportunity  to  rob  and  plunder 
their  already  defolated   fellow- citizens.       Out  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  inhabitants,  which 
Lisbon  v^^as  then  fuppofed  to  contain,   about  ten 
thoufand  perifned  by  -this  calamity  -,  and  the  furvi- 
-   '    yors,  deprived  of  their  habitations,  and  deftitute 
even  of  the  necefiaries  of  life,  were  forced  to  feek 
for  Ihelter  in  the  open  fields. 

As  foon  as  his   majefty  received  an  account  of 

this  deplorable  event,  from  his  ambafiador  at  the 

court  of  Madrid,   he  fent  a  mefiage  to  both  houfes 

of  parliament,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  November, 

acquainting  them  therewith,  and  defiring  their  con- 

,currence  and   aiTiilance   tov/ards  fpeedily  relieving 

the  unhappy  fuffc re rs  •,  and   the.  parliament  there- 

Reiief        upon,  to  the  honour  of  Britiifi  humanity,   unani- 

voted  by    j^Qully  voted,   on  the  eighth  of  December,   a  gift 

ment  to      ^^  ^"  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  the  diftreffed 

the  Por-      people  of  Portugal.      A   circumitance   which  en- 

tuguefe.     Iiances  the  merit  of  this  adion  is,  that  though  the 

R  EnsUfa 
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Englifli  themfelves  were,  at  that  very  time,  in  great 
want  of  grain,  a  confiderable  part  of  the  fum  was 
fent  in  corn,  flour,  rice,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
beef  from  Ireland  :  fupplies  which  came  very  fea- 
fonably  for  the  poor  Portuguefe,  who  were  in  ac- 
tual want  of  the  neceffaries  of  life.  Their  king  was 
fo  affedled  by  this  inftance  of  Britifh  generofity, 
that,  to  fhew  his  gratitude  for  the  timely  relief,  he 
ordered  Mr.  Caftres,  the  Britifh  refident  at  his  court, 
to.  give  the  preference  in  the  diilribution  of  thefe 
fupplies  to  the  Britifh  fubjeds  who  had  fuffered  by 
the  earthquake  :  accordingly  about  a  thirtieth  part 
of  the  provifions,  and  two  thoufand  pounds  in  mo- 
ney, were  fet  apart  for  that  purpofe  •,  and  his  Portu- 
gueie  majeily  returned  his  thanks,  in  very  warm 
terms,  to  the  Britifh  crown  and  nation. 
-  The  report  of  an   intended   invafion   of  thefe  Troops, 

kingdoms  by  the  French  increafins;  daily,   on  the   ^"Pplies, 

&c.  voted 
twenty-fecond  day  of  January  the  lord  Barrington,    by  parlia- 

as  fecrerary  at  war,  laid  before  the  houfe  an  eftimate  ment. 
for  defraying  tlie  charge  of  ten  new  regiments  of 
foot,  over  and  above  the  thirty-four  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  fixty- three  land-foidiers  before  or- 
dered to  be  railed  ;  and  a  fum  of  ninety-one  thou- 
fand nine  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds  ten  {hil- 
lings, was  voted  for  thefe  additional  forces :  upon 
another  eftimate,  prefented  a  little  after  by  the  fame 
lord,  and  founded  upon  the  fame  realons,  for  raifmg, 
for  the  farther  defence  of  the  kingdom,  eleven  troops 
of  light  dragoons,  forty- nine  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  twenty  eight  pounds  eleven  fhiliings  and  three 
pence,  were  voted  for  the  enfuing  year  •,  together 
with  eighty-one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
eight'pounds  fixteen  HiillingSj  for  a  regiment  of 
*  '  T  4        .  foot 
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foot  to  be  raifed  in  North  America;  two  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  thoufand  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  pounds  feventeen  (hillings  and  ten  pence  half- 
penny, for  the  maintenance  of  our  forces  already 
eilablifhed  in  our  American  colonies ;  and  feventy- 
nine  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  pounds  fix 
fniliings,  for  fix  regiments  of  foot  from  Ireland, 
to  ferve  in  North  America  and  the  Eaft  Indies. 
Befides  all  thefe  fupplies,  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  twenty- 
eightli  of  January,  prefented  to  the  houfe  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  king,  defiring  them  to  take  into 
confideration  the  faithful  fervices  of  the  people  of 
New  England,  and  of  fome  other  parts  of  North 
America ;  upon  which  an  hundred  and  fifteen 
thoufand  pounds  more  were  voted,  and  five  thou- 
fand as  a  reward  to  Sir  William  Johnfon  in  parti- 
cular. In  fnort,  including  feveral  other  fum.s,  as 
well  for  defraying  the  expence  of  the  army  and 
navy,  as  for  a  fubfidy  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
to  the  king  of  Pruffia.  and  an  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty-feven  pounds 
two  fhillings  and  fix  pence  for  Hanoverian  troops, 
of  which  two  kit  articles  farther  notice  will  be 
taken  hereafter ;  the  whole  of  the  fuppiies  granted 
by  parliament,  in  this  fefficn,  amounted  to  (even 
millions  two  hundred  and  twenty- nine  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  feventeen  pounds  four  fhillings 
and  fix  pence  three  farthings  :  for  raifing  this  fum, 
befides  the  malt-tax,  and  the  land-tax  of  four 
fhillings  in  the  pound,  the  whole  produce  of  the 
finking- fund,  from  the  fifth  of  January  one  thou- 
fand leven  hundred  and  fifty-fix,  until  it  fhould 
amount  to  one  million  five  hundred  and  fifty-five 
thouiand  nine  hundred  and  fifty- fi^ve  pounds  eleven 

fliii- 
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■fhilllngs  and  eleven  pence  half-penny,  was  ordered 
to  be  applied  thereunto  •,  together  with  a  million, 
to  be  raifed  by  loans,  or  exchequer- bills^  at  three 
per  centum  intereft ;  one  million  five  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  to  be  railed  by  the  fale  of  re- 
deemable annuities,  ac  three  and  a  half  per  cen- 
tum ;  and  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  be 
railed  by  a  lottery,  at  three  per  centum  :  all  which 
funis,  with  eighty -three  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
twelve  pounds  two  fhillings  and  five  pence  half- 
penny, then  remaining  in  the  Exchequer,  amount- 
ed to  feven  millions  four  hundred  and  tv/enty- 
feven  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty-one  pounds 
five  fhillings  and  leven  pence. 

The  claufe  inferted  in  the  mutiny-bill  laft  year, 
fubjcd;ing  all  ofHcers  and  foidiers  raifed  in  Ame- 
rica, by  authority  of  the  refped:ive  governors  or 
governments  there,  to  the  fame  rules  and  articles 
of  war,  and  the  fame  penalties  and  punifliments, 
as  the  Britiili  forces  were  liable  to  ;  the  ad  palTed 
at  the  fame  time  for  regulating  the  marine-forces, 
while  on  fhore-,  and  that  for  the  more  fpeedy  and 
effeftual  manning  of  his  majefty's  navy-,  were  not 
only  confirmed  now,  but  it  was  farther  ena6red, 
with  refped  to  this  laft,  as  well  as  for  the  more 
fpeedy  and  efFe6lual  recruiting  of  his  majefty's 
land-forces.  That  the  commiHioners  appointed  by 
the  prefent  a6l  fhould  be  impowered  to  raife  and 
L-vy,  within  their  refpedtive  jurifdidions,  fuch  able- 
bodied  men  as  did  not  follow  any  lawful  calling^or 
employment,  or  had  nor  fome  other  lawful  and  fuf- 
ficient  fupport-,  and  might  order,  wherever  and 
whenever  they  pleafed,  a  general  fearch  to  be  made 
for  fuch  perfons,  in  order  to  their  being  brought 

before 
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before  them  to  be  examined ;  nay,  that  the  parlfh 
or  town  officers  might,  without  any  fuch  order, 
fearch  for  and  ft  cure  fuch  perfons,  in  order  to  con- 
vey them  before  the  faid  commiffioners  to  be  exa- 
mined :  That  if  any  three  commiiTioners  Ihould 
find  any  perfon,  fo  brought  before  them,  to  be 
within  the  above  defcription  •,  and  if  the  recruiting 
officer  attending  ffiould  judge  him  to  be  a  man  fit 
for  his  majefty's  fervice,  they  (hould  caufe  him  to 
be  delivered  to  fuch  officer,  who  might  fecure  him 
in  any  place  of  fafety  provided  by  the  juftices  of 
peace  for  that  purpoie,  or  even  in  any  public  pri- 
fon  ;  and  that  every  fuch  man  was  from  that  time 
to  be  deemed  a  lifted  foldier,  and  not  to  be  taken 
out  of  his  majefty's  fervice  by  any  procefs,  other 
than  for  fome  criminal  matter. 

Nothing  could  more  plainly  ftiew  either  the  zeal 
of  the  parliament  for  a  vigorous  profecution  of  the 
v/ar,  or  their  confidence  in  the  juftice  and  modera- 
tion of  our  miniftry,  than  their  agreeing  to  this 
act,  which  was  to  continue  in  force  till  the  end  of 
the  next  feffion  ;  and  which,  in  the  hands  of  a 
wicked  and  enterprifing  adminiftration,  might  have 
been  made  fuch  an  ufe  of,  as  would  have  been  in- 
confiftent  with  that  fecurity  which  is  provided 
by  our  happy  conftitution  for  the  liberty  of  the 
fubjea. 

The  next  obji^6l  of  the  immediate  attention  of 
the  parliament,  in  this  feffion,  was  the  raifing  of  a 
nev  regiment  of  foot  in  North  America ,  for 
which  purpofe  the  fum  of  eighty-one  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  feventy-eight  pounds  fixteen  fhil- 
lings,  to  which  the  eftimate  thereof  amounted, 
was  vottd.     This  reg'ment,  which  was  to  coniift 

of 
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of  four  battalions  of  a  thoufand  men  each,  was  in-   An.  1755. 
tended  to  be  railed  chiefly  out  of  the  Germans  and 
Swifs,   who,   for   many  years   paft,    had  annually 
tranfported  themfelves  in  great  numbers  to  the 
Britifli  plantations  in  America,  where  wafte  lands 
had  been  afligned  them  upon  the  frontiers  of  the 
provinces ;    but,  very  injudicioufly,   no  care  had 
been  taken  to  intermix  them  with  the  Englifh  inha- 
bitants of  the  place.   To  this  circumftance  it  is  ow- 
ing, that  they  have  continued  to  correfpond  and 
converfe  only  with  one  another  ^  fo  that  very  few  of 
them,   even  of  thole  who  have  been  born  there, 
have  yet  learnt  to  fpeak  or  underftand  the  EngliHi 
tongue.     However,    as   they  are  all  zealous  pro- 
teftants,  and  in  general  ftrong,  hardy  men,  and  ac- 
cuitomed  to  the  climate,  it  was  judged  that  a  regi- 
ment of  good  and  faithful  foldiers  might  be  raifed 
out  of  them,   particularly  proper  to  oppofe  the 
French  :  but  to  this  end  it  was  neceffary  to  appoint 
fome  officers,  efpecially  fubalterns,  who  underftood 
military  difcipline,   and   could   fpeak  the  German 
language  ;  and  as  a  fufficient  number  of  fuch  could 
not  be  found  among  the  Englifh  officers,  it  was  ne- 
ceffary to  bring  over  and  to  grant  commiffions  to 
feveral  German  and  Swifs  officers  and  engineers  : 
but  as  this  ftep,  by  the  a6l  of  fettkment,  could  not 
be  taken  without  the  authority  of  parliament,   an 
act  was  now  paffed  for  enabling  his  majefty  to  grant 
commiffions  to  a  certain  numlDer  of  foreign  pro- 
teftants,  v/ho  had  ferved  abroad  as  officers,  or  engi- 
neers, to  aft  and  rank  as  officers,  or  engineers,  in 
America  only. 

An  aft  was  like  wife  paffed  in  this  feffion,  ftri6t:ly 
forbidding,  under  pain  of  death,  any  of  his  ma- 

jefty's 
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In.  1755.  jefly's  fubjeds  toferve  as  ofEcers  under  the  French 
king,  or  to  inlift  as  foldiers  in  his  fervice,  without 
his  majefty's  previous  licence;  and  alfo  for  obliging 
fuch  of  his  majefty's  fubjeds  as  fhould,  in  time  to 
come,  accept  of  commiflions  in  the  Scotch  brigade 
in  the  Dutch  fervice,  to  take  the  oaths  of  alle- 
giance and  abjuration,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  five 
hundred  p'dunds. 

As  it  had  been  refolved,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
preceding  fummer,  to  build  velTels  of  force  upon 
the  lake  Ontario,  an  ad:  was  now  paffed  for  ex- 
tending the  maritime  laws  of  Krigland,  relating  to 
the  government  of  his  majefty's  fhips  and  forces 
by  fea,  to  fuch  ofEcers,  feamen,  and  others,  as 
ftiould  ferve  on  board  his  majefty's  ftiips  or  vefTels 
employed  upon  the  lakes,  great  waters,  or  rivers, 
in  North  America :  and  alfo,  but  not  without  op- 
pofition  to  this  laft,  for  the  better  recruiting  of  his 
majefty's  forces  upon  the  continent  of  America;  to 
which  end,  by  a  pew  claufe  now  added  to  a  former 
aft,  a  recruiting  officer  was  impowered  to  inlift  and 
detain  an  indented  fervant,  even  though  his  miafter 
fliould  reclaim  him,  upon  paying  to  the  mafter 
fuch  a  fum  as  two  juftices  of  peace  within  the  pre- 
cind  lliould  adjudge  to  be  a  reafonable  equivalent 
for  the  original  purchafe- money,  and  the  remain- 
ing time  fuch  fervant  might  have  to  ferve. 

The  inteftine  broils  of  Ireland  were  happily 
compofed  this  year,  by  the  prudent  management 
of  the  marquis  of  Hartington,  lord  lieutenant  of 
that  kingdom.  By  his  fteady  and  difmterefted 
condud,  his  candour  and  humanity,  the  Irifh  were 
DOt  only  brought  to  a  much  better  temper,  even 
among  themfelves,   than  they  were  before   their 

late 
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ktc  outrageous  riots  and  dangerous  dilTentions- An.  1755* 
happened  •,  but  alfo  prevailed  upon  to  acquiefce  in 
the  meafures  of  England,  without  this  laft  being 
obliged  to  give  up  any  one  point  of  her  fuperio- 
rity.  The  leading  men  in  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land were  the  firft  that  conformed  :  arid  though 
the  ferment  continued  very  high  for  foq|e  time  af- 
ter, among  the  middling  and  lower  rank?' of  people, 
it  was  at  length  intirely  allayed  by  the'wifdom  of 
the  lord  lieutenant,  and  the  excellent  laws  which 
he  encouraged  and^pafied  for  the  benefit   of  that 

nation.     The   P of  Ireland,  who   hacf  been 

very  bufy  in  fomenting  many  of  the  late  difturb- 
ances,  was,  by  his  majefty's  command,  llruck  off 
the  lift  of  privy  counfellors  ;  and  the  greateft  part 
of  thofe  patriots,  whom  faftion  had  turned  out  of 
their  employments  there,  were  reinflated  with 
honour. 

Among  other  objects  of  the  attention  of  the  le- 
giflature  of  that  country,  ten  thoufand  pounds  were 
granted  for  m.aking  the  river  Nore  navigable  from 
the  city  of  Kilkenny  to  the  town  of  Inneftalge  ; 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  towards  carrying  on  an 
inland  navigation  from  the  city  of  Dublin  to  the 
river  Shannon  ^  four  thoufand  pounds  for  making 
the  river  Newry  navigable  ;  a  thoufand  pounds  a 
year  for  two  years,  for  the  encouragement  of  Eng- 
liih  proteftant  fchools ;  feveral  fums,  to  be  diftri- 
buted  in  premiums,  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
cambrick,  hempen,  and  flaxen  manufadlures  ;  and 
three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  his  majeily, 
towards  fupporting  the  feveral  branches  of  the 
eftablifhment,  and  for  defraying  the  expences  of 
the  government  for  two  years. 

The 
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The  parliament  of  England,  which  had  ad- 
journed on  the  twenty-third  of  December,  met 
again ;  the  houfe  of  commons  on  the  thirteenth  of 
January,  and  the  lords  on  the  nineteenth.  In  the 
mean  time,  that  is  to  fay,  on  the  fixteenth  of  the 
fame  month,  the  treaty  between  his  Britannic  ma- 
jefty  and  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  figned,  import- 
ing, That,  for  the  defence  of  their  comrr^n  coun- 
try, Germany,  and  in  order  to  preferve  her  peace 
and  tranquillity,  which,  it  was  feared,  was  in  dan- 
ger of  being  difturbed,  on  account  of  the  difputes 
in  America ;  the  two  kings,  for  that  end  only,  en- 
tered into  a  convention  of  neutrality,  by  which 
they  reciprocally  bound  themfelves  not  to  fufFer 
foreign  troops  of  any  nation  whatfo^ver  to  enter 
into  Germany,  or  pafs  through  it,  during  the  trou- 
bles aforcfaid,  and  the  confequences  that  might 
refult  from  them ;  but  to  oppofe  the  fame  with 
their  utmoil  might,  in  order  to  fecure  Germany 
from  the  calamities  of  war,  maintain  her  funda- 
mental laws  and  conftitutions,  and  preferve  her 
peace  uninterrupted.  Their  majefties,  moreover, 
leized  this  favourable  opportunity  to  adjuft  the 
differences  that  had  fubfifted  between  them,  in  re- 
lation to  the  remainder  of  the  Silefia  loan  due  to 
the  fubjefts  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  and  the  in- 
demnification claimed  by  the  fubjecls  of  his  Pruf- 
fian  majefty  for  their  loffes  by  fea  during  the  late 
war;  fo  that  the  attachment  laid  on  the  faid  debt 
was  agreed  to  be  taken  off,  as  foon  as  the  ratifica- 
tion of  this  treaty  Ihould  be  exchanged. 
Anew  On  the  twenty- lirft  of  January  the  houfe  took 

militia-      i^to  confideration  the  lav/s  then  in  being,  relating 
to  the  militia  of  this  kingdom ;  and,  finding  them 
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infufficient,  ordered  a  newJbill  to  be  prepared,  and   An.  1756, 
brought  in,  for  the  better  regulating  of  the  militia 
forces  in  the  feveral  counties  of  England.     A  bill 
was  accordingly  prepared  to  that  efFe<5t,  much  the 
fame  as  that  which  has  been  fmce  paffed  into  a 
law,  and  prefented  to  the  houfe  on  the  twelfth  of 
March  by  the  honourable  Charles  Townlhend,  Efq; 
who,   to  his  honour,  was  one  of  the  chief  pro- 
moters of  it ;    and,   after  receiving  many  amend- 
ments in  the  houfe  of  commons,    it  was  on  the 
tenth  of  May  paffed,    and  fent  to  the  lords  :  but  pafled  by 
feveral  objedtions  being  made  to  it  by  fome  of  the  the  com- 
peers, and  it  feeming  to  them,   as  they  faid,  that  "^°"^ ' 
fome  farther  amendments  were  ftill  neceffary,  which 
they  thought  they  could  not  in  that  feffion  fpare 
time  to  confider  fo  maturely  as  the  importance  of 
the  fubjed  required,  a  negative  of  fifty- nine  againft  butrejea- 
twenty-three  was  put  upon  the  motion  for  palling  ^^  ^y  ^^^ 
the  bill;  though  everyone  mull  have  been  fen-  ^°^^^' 
fible  not  only  of  the  propriety,   but  even  of  the 
abfolute  neceffity  of  fuch  a  law,  which  was  ardent- 
ly defired  by  the  whole  nation. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  of  May  his  majefty  went  End  of 
to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and,   after  giving  the  royal  the  fef= 
affent  to  the  bills   then  depending,    thanked  his  ^'°"* 
parliament,   in  a  fpeech  from  the  throne,   for  the 
vigorous  and  effedual  fupport  they  had  given  him  j 
and  acquainted  them,  that  the  injuries  and  hofti- 
lities  which  had  been  for  fome  time  committed  by 
the  French   againft  his  dominions    and   fubjeds, 
were  then  followed    by  rhe  adual  invafion  of  the 
illand  of  Minorca,  though  guarantied  to  him  by 
all  the  great  powers  of  Europe,  and  particularly  by 
the  French  king :  That ,  he  had   therefore  found 

him- 
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An.  1756.  himfelf  obliged,  in  vindication  of  the  honour  of 
his  crown,  and  of  the  rights  of  his  people,  to  de- 
clare war  in  form  againft  France  ;  and  that  he  re- 
lied on  the  Divine  Protedion,  and  the  vigorous 
affiftance  of  his  faithful  fubjefts,  in  fo  juft  a  caufe. 
The  parliament  was  then  adjourned  to  the  eigh- 
teenth of  June  i  from  thence  afterwards  to  the 
eighteenth  of  July,  and  then  it  was  prorogued. 

In  the  month  of  January  Mr.  Fox,  lately  ap- 
pointed fecretary  of  ftate,  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Rouille,  minifter  and  fecretary  of  ftate  for 
foreign  affairs  to  the  king  of  France,  expoftulating, 
in  the  name  of  his  Ibvereign,  upon  the  orders  and 
inftruclions  for  committing  hoftilicies,  which  his 
Britannic  majefty  had  given  to  general  Braddock 
and  admiral  Bofcawen,  in  diametrical  oppofition 
to  the  moft  folemn  affurances  fo  often  repeated 
by  word  of  mouth,  as  well  as  in  writing.  He 
complained  of  the  infult  which  had  been  offered 
to  his  matter's  flag,  in  attacking  and  takihg  two 
of  his  fhips  in  the  open  fea,  without  any  pre- 
vious declaration  of  war ;  as  alfo  by  committing 
depredations  on  the  commerce  of  his  moft  Chrif- 
tian  majefty's  fubjeds,  in  contempt  of  the  law 
of  nations,  the  faith  of  treaties,  and  the  ufages 
eftabliflied  among  civilized  nations.  He  faid,  the 
fentiments  and  charader  of  his  Britannic  majefty 
gave  the  king  his  mafter  room  to  exped,  that,  at 
his  return  to  London,  he  would  difavow  the  con- 
dud  of  his  admiralty  -,  but  feeing  that,  inftead  of 
puniftiing,  he  rather  encouraged  thofe  who  had 
been  guilty  of  fuch  depredations,  his  moft  Chriftian 
majefty  would  be  deemed  deficient  in  what  he 
owed  to  his  own  glory,  the  dignity  of  his  crown, 

and 
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and  the  defence  of  his  people,  if  he  deferred  any  -^51.1756. 
longer  demanding  a  fignat  reparation  for  the  out-  ( 
rage  done  to  the  French  flag,  and  the  damage  fuf- 
tained  by  his  fubjedts.  He  therefore  demaii  Jed 
immediate  and  full  rellitution  of  all  the  French 
fliips,  which,  contrary  to  law  and  decorum,  had 
been  taken  by  the  Englifh  navy,  together  with  all 
the  officers,  foldiers,  mariners,  guns,  ftores,  and 
merchandize.  He  declared,  that  fhould  this  refti- 
tution  be  made,  he  Ihould  be  willing  to  engage  in 
a  negotiation  for  v/hat  further  fatisfadion  he  might 
claim,  and  continue  defirous  to  fee  the  differences 
relating  to  America  determined  by  a  foiid  and 
equitable  accommodation :  but  if,  contrary  to  all 
hopes,  thefe  demands  fhould  be  rejected,  he  would 
confider  fuch  a  denial  of  juftice  as  the  molt  authen- 
tic declaration  of  war,  and  as  a  formed  delign  in 
the  court  of  London  to  difturb  the  peace  of  Eu- 
rope. 

To  this  peremptory  remonilrance  the  Britiili 
fecretary  was  directed  to  anfwer.  That  though  the 
king  of  England  would  readily  confent  to  an  equit- 
able and  folid  accommodation,  he  would  not  com- 
ply  with  the  demand  of  immediate  and  fuli'rellitu- 
tion  as  a  preliminary  condition  ;  for  his  majelly 
had  taken  no  ileps  but  fuch  as  were  rendered  juft 
and  indifpenfible  by  the  hoftilities  which  the  French 
began  in  time  of  profound  peace,  and  a  proper 
regard  for  his  own  honour,  the  rights  and  Doffef- 
fions  of  his  crown,  and  the  fecurity  of  his  kins:- 
doms. 

Without  all  doubt  tlie  late  tranfacbions  had  af- 
forded fpecious  arguments  for  both  nations  to  im- 
peach the  condud  of  each  other.     The   French 
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An.  1756.  court,   confcious  of  their  incroachments  in  Nova 
The  two  Scotia,  affefted  to  draw  a  fhade  over  thefe,  as  par- 
nations  ticulars  belonging  to  a  difputed  territory,  and  to 
recrimi-  divert  the  attention  to   the  banks  of    the  Ohio, 

nateupon   ^^^^^   TamonviUe  and  his  detachment  had  been 

each  ^ 

&ther.        attacked  and  maffacred  by  the  Englifh,  without  the 

Icaft  provocation.  They  likewife  inveighed  againft 
the  capture  of  their  fhips,  before  any  declaration 
of  war,  as  flagrant  ads  of  piracy  ;  and  fome  neu* 
tral  powers  of  Europe  feemed  to  conlider  them  in 
the  fame  point  of  viev/. 

It  was  certainly  high  time  to  check  the  infolence 
of  the  French  by  force  of  arms,  and  fureiy  this 
might  have  been  as  effeftually  and  expeditioully 
exerted  under  the  ufual  fan6lion  of  a  formal  decla- 
ration J  the  omiiTion  of  which  expofed  the  admi- 
niilration  to  the  cenfure  of  our  neighbours,  and 
fixed  the  imputation  of  fraud  and  free-booting  on 
the  beginning  of  the  war.  The  miniftry  was  faid 
to  have  delayed  the  ceremony  of  denouncing  war 
from  political  confiderations,  fuppofing  that,  fhould 
the  French  be  provoked  into  the  firft  declaration 
of  this  kind,  the  powers  of  Europe  would  confider 
his  moil  Chriftian  majefty  as  the  aggreffor,  and 
Great  Britain  would  reap  all  the  fruits  of  the  defen- 
.  five  alliances  in  which  fhe  had  engaged.  But 
fiothing  could  be  more  weak  and  frivolous  than 
fuch  a  conjefture  j  the  aggreiTor  is  he  who  firft 
violates  the  peace  ;  and  every  ally  will  interpret 
the  agg.-effion  according  to  his  own  intereft  and 
convenience.  The.  ^dminiftration  maintained  the 
appearance  of  candour  rn  the  mid  ft  of  their  hofti- 
lities.  The  merchant-^iips,  of  which  a  great  num- 
ber had  been  taken  from  the  Frenchj  were  not  fold 

and 
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and  divided  among  the  captors,  according  to  the  An.  1756. 
pradice  of  war  ;  but  cajrefully  fequeftereci,  with  ail 
their  cargoes  and  efFedls,  in  order  to  be  retlcnd  to 
the  right  owners,  in  cafe  the  difputes  befwcen  the 
two  nations  fhould  not  be  prodiidive  of  an  open 
rupture.  In  this  particular,  however,  it  was  pity 
that  a  little  common  fenfe  had  not  been  biended 
with  their  honourable  intention.  Greac  oart  of  the 
cargoes  confifted  offilh,  and  other  perifhable  com- 
modities, which  were  left  to  rot  and  putrefy,  and 
afterwards  thrown  overboard  to  prevent  contagionj 
fo  that  the  owners  and  captors  were  equally  difap- 
pointed,  and  the  value  of  them  loll  to  both  na- 
tions. 

The  court  of  Verfailles,  while  they  prefen ted  re- 
m  nftrances  which  they  knew  would  prove  inef- 
fedual,  and  exclaimed  againll  the  condud  of  Great 
Britain  with  all  the  arts  of  calumny  and  exaggera- 
tion at  every  court  in  Chriftendom,  continued  ne- 
verthelefs  to  make  fuch  preparations  as  denoted   a 
defign  to  profecute  the  war  with  uncommon  vigour. 
They  began  to  repair  and  fortify  Dunkirk  :   orders 
were  pubhihed,  that  all  Britifn  fubjedis  fhould  quit 
the   dominions   of  France  :  many  Englifh  vefiels 
■were  feized  in  different  ports  of  that  kingdom,  and 
their  crews  fent  to  prifon.     At   the  fame  time  an 
€di6t   was  ifliied,   inviting  the  French   fubie^ts  to   ^ 
equip  privateers,  offering  a  premium  of  forty  livres    threaten 
for  every  gun,    and  as  much  for  every  man  they   GreatBri- 
fhould  take  from  the  enemy  •,  and  promifmg  that,"  *^'".  "'^^ 
in  cafe  a  peace  fhould  be  fpeedily  concluded,  the    f^Qn. 
king  would  purchafe  the  privateers  at  prime  coll. 
They  employed  great   numbers    of  artificers   and 
feamen  in  equipping  a  formidable  fquadrcn  of  fhips 
U  2  at 
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An.  1756.  atBreft;  and,  affembling  a  ftrong  body  of  land-^ 
forces,  as  well  as  a  confiderable  iiumber  of  tran- 
fports,  threatened  the  iiland  of  Great  Britain  with  a 
dangerous  invafion. 

The  Englifh  people  were  feized  with  conflerna= 
tion  :    the  miniftry  were  alarmed  and  perplexed, 
Requifi-     Colonel  Yorke,  the  Britifh  refident  at  the  Hague, 
tion  of  fix  ^as  ordered  by  his  majefty  to  make  a  requifition  of 
Dutch"      ^^^  ^^^  thoufand  men  whom  the  States  General  are 
troops  ac-  obliged   by  treaty  to  furnifh,  when  Great  Britain 
cording      fhall  be  threatened  with  an  invafion  ;  and  in  Fe- 
to  treaty,    bj-^ary  he  prefented  a  memorial  for  this  purpofe. 
Monfieur  d'Affry,   the  French  king's  minifter  at 
the  Hague,   having  received  intimadon  of  this  de- 
mand, produced   a    counter    memorial  from   his 
mailer,    charging  the  Engiifh  as  the  aggreffors, 
and  giving  the  States  General  plainly  to  under- 
ftand,  that   fhould  they  grant   the  fuccours   de- 
manded by  Great  Britain,  he  would  confider  their 
compliance  as  an  a<ft  of  hoftility  againll  himfelf. 
The  Dutch,   though  divided  among  the mfelves  by 
fadtion,  were  unanimoully  avsrfe  to  any  meafure 
that  might  involve  them  in  the  approaching  war. 
Their  commerce  v/as  in  a  great  meafure  decayed, 
and  their  finances  were  too  much  exhaufted  to  ad- 
mit of  an  immediate  augmentation  of  their  forces, 
which  for  many  other  reafons  they  ftrove  to  avoid. 
They  forefaw  a  great  increafe  of  trade  in  their  ad- 
hering to  a  pundual  neutrality  :  they  were  afraid 
of  the  French  by  land,  and  jealous  of  the  Engiifh 
by  fea-,  and  perhaps  enjoyed  the  profpeft  of  feeing 
thefe  two  proud  and  powerful  nations  humble  and 
impoveriili  each  other.      Certain  it  is,  the  Slates 
General  protraded   their  anfwer  to  Mr.  Yorke's 

memo- 


G  E  O  R  G  E     II.  309 

memorial  by  fuch  afFefted  delays,  that  the  court  of  Aji.  1756. 
London  perceived  their  intention,  and  in  order  to 
avoid  the  mortification  of  a  flat  denial,  the  king  or- 
dered his  refident  to  acquaint  the  princefs  regent, 
that  he  would  not  infift  upon  his  demand.  The 
States,  thus  freed  from  thei r  perplexity,  at  length  dc - 
livered  an  anfwer  to  Mr.  Yorke,  in  which  they  ex- 
patiated on  the  difficulties  they  were  laid  under, 
and  thanked  his  Britannic  majefty  for  having  freed 
them  by  his  declaration  from  that  embarralTment 
into  which  they  were  thrown  by  his  firft  demand 
and  the  counter  memorial  of  the  French  minifter. 
The  real  fentiments  of  thofe  people,  however, 
more  plainly  appeared  in  the  previous  refolution 
delivered  to  the  ftates  of  Holland  by  the  towns  of 
Amfterdam,  Dort,  Haerlem,  Gouda,  Rotterdam, 
and  Enckhuyfen,  declaring  flatly  that  England 
was  uncontrpvertibly  the  aggrefibr  in  Europe,  by 
.  feizing  a  confiderable  number  of  French  vefiels  ; 
that  the  threatened  invafion  of  Great  Britain  did 
not  affe6t  the  republic's  guarantee  of  the  proteftant 
fucceflion,  inafmuch  as  it  was  only  intended  to  ob- 
tain reparation  for  the  injury  fuilained  by  the  fub- 
je6ls  of  his  moil  Chridian  majefty;  finally,  that  the 
fuccours  demanded  could  be  of  no  advantage  to  the 
king  of  England,  as  it  appeared  by  the  declaration 
of  his  'moft  Chriiiian  majefty,  that  their  granting 
thefe  fuccours  would  immediately  lay  them  under 
a  neceffity  of  demanding,  in  their  turn,  alTiftance 
from  Great  Britain.  From  this  way  of  arguing, 
the  Engliih  may  perceive  what  they  have  to  exped 
in  cafes  of  emergency  from  the  friendfnip  of  their 
neareft  allies,  who  muft  always  'be  furniilied  v^rith' 
the  fame  excufe  whenever  they  find  it  convenient 
U  3  or 
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An.  1756.  (^jj.  necefTary  to  their  own  intereft.  Such  a  confide- 
ration,  jaint^d  to  other  concurring  motives,  ought 
to  induce  the  Britifh  legiflature  to  withdraw  its  de- 
pendence from  all  foreign  conh^cions,  and  provide 
fuch  a  conftitutional  force  within  itfelf,  as  will  be 
fully  fufficient  to  bafBe  all  the  efforts  of  an  external 
enemy.  The  apprehenfions  and  diftraftion  of  the 
people  at  this  juncture  plainly  evinced  the  expedi- 
■  ency  of  fuch  a  national  force  :  but  different  parties 
were  divided  in  their  opinions  about  the  nature  of 
fuch  a  provifion.  Sonne  of  the  warmeft  friends  of 
their  country  propofed  a  well-regulated  militia,  as 
an  inftitution  that  v/ould  effe6lually  anfwer  the  pur- 
pofe  of  defending  a  wide  extended  fea-coaft  from 
invafion  ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  this  propofal 
was  ridiculed  and  refuted  as  impradicable  orufelefs 
by  ail  the  retainers  to  the  court,  and  all  the  officers 
of  the  Handing  army.  In  the  mean  time,  as  the 
experiment  could  not  be  immediately  tried,  and 
the  prefent  jun6lure  demanded  fome  inftant  deter- 
mination^ recourfe  was  had  to  a  foreign  remedy. 
Me&rre  Towards  the  latter  end  of  March,  the  king  fent 

from  the     a  written   meffage   to   parliament,    intimating  he 

king  to      ]^^(j  received  repeated  advices  from  different  per- 

the  oar- 

liament      ^^^^  ^^^  places,  that  a  defign  had  been  formed  by 

the  French  court  to  invade  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
land •,  and  the  great  preparations  of  forces,  fhips, 
artillery,  and  warlike  ftores,  then  notorioufly  mak- 
ing in  the  ports  of  France  oppofice  to  the  Britiili 
coafcs,  together  with  the  language  of  the  French 
minifcers  in  fome  foreign  courts,  left  little  room  to 
doubt  the  reality  of  fuch  a  defign  :  that  his  ma- 
jefty  had  augmented  his  forces  both  by  fea  and 
land,  and  taken  proper  meafures  and  precautions 

for 
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for  putting  his  kingdom  in  a  poftnre  of  defence:   An.  1756' 
that,  in  order  further  to  ftrengthen  himfelf,  he  had 
made  a  requifition  of  a  bodyof  Heflian  troops,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  late  treaty,  to  be  forthwith  brought 
over,  and  for  that  purpofe  ordered  tranfports  to  be 
prepared :  that  he  doubted  not  of  being  enabled 
and  fupported  by  his  parliament  in  taking  all  fuch 
meafures  as  might  be  conducive  to  an  end  fo  efien- 
tial  to  the  honour  of  his  crown,  the  prefervation  of 
the  proteftant  religion,   and  the  laws  and  liberties 
of  thefe  kingdoms.     This  mefiage  was  no  fooner 
received,  than  both  houfes  voted,  compofed,   and 
prefented  very  warm  and  affedlionate  addrefles,  in 
which  his  majefty  was  thanked  for  the  requifition 
he   had  made  of  the  Heffian  troops ;  a  meafure 
which  at  any  other  time  would  have  been  ftigma- 
tized  with  all  the  fatire  and  rhetoric  of  the  oppo- 
fition. 

Even  this  precaution  was  not  thought  fufficient 
to  fecure  the  iiland,  and  quiet  the  terrors  of  the 
people.  In  a  few  days  Mr.  Fox,  the  new  miniller, 
encouraged  by  the  unanimity  which  had  appeared 
fo  confpicuous  in  the  motions  for  the  late  ad- 
drefles, ventured  to  move  again,  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  that  another  addrefs  fhould  be  prefented 
to  the  king,  befeeching  his  majefty,  that  for  the 
more  effedual  defence  of  this  ifland,  and  for  the 
better  fecurity  of  the  religion  and  Hberties  of  his 
fubje£ts,  againft  the  threatened  attack  by  a  foreign 
enemy,  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  order 
twelve  battalions  of  his  electoral  troops,  together 
with  the  ufual  detachment  of  artillery,  to  be  forth- 
with brought  into  this  kingdom.  There  was  a 
confiderable  party  in  the  houfe,  to  whom  fuch  a 
U  4  motion 
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An.  1756.  motion  was  odious  and  deteftable  :  but,  conlider- 
ing  the  critical  fituation  of  affairs,  they  were  afraid 
that  a  direft  oppofition  might  expofe  them  to  a 
more  odious  fufpicion  :  they  therefore  moved  for 
the  order  of  the  day,  and  infilled  on  the  queftion's 
being  put  upon  that  motion  ;  but  it  was  carried 
in  the  negative  by  a  confiderable  majority,  which 
alfo  agreed  to  the  other  propofal.  The  refokuion 
of  the  houfe  was  communicated  to  the  lords,  who 
vinanimoufly  concurred  •,  and  their  joint  addrefs 
be'ng  prefented,  his  majefty  aiTured  them  he  would 
immediately  comply  with  their  requeft.  Accord- 
ingly,  fuch  expedition  was  ufcd,  that  in  the  courfe 

A  body  of  of  the  next  month  both  Hanoverians  and  Heflians 
anove-     ^j-j-jyej  jj^  England,  and  encamped  in  different  parts 

nans  and  . 

Heffians  of  the  kingdom.  As  the  fears  of  an  invafion  fub- 
tranfport-  fided  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  their  antipathy  to 
e  to  -ng-  |.]^g^g  foreign  auxiliaries  emerged.  They  were  be- 
held with  the  eyes  of  jealoufy,  fufpicion,  and  dif* 
dain.  They  were  treated  with  contempt,  referve, 
and  rigour.  The  miniftry  was  execrated  for  hav- 
ing reduced  the  nation  to  fuch  a  low  circumftance 
of  difgrace,  as  that  they  fliould  owe  their  fecurity  to 
German  mercenaries.  There  were  not  wanting 
fome  incendiaries  who  circulated  hints  and  infinu- 
ations,  that  the  kingdom  had  been  purpofely  left 
unprovided  •,  and  thar  the  natives  of  South  Britain 
had  been  formerly  fubdued  and  expelled  by  a  body 
of  Saxon  auxiliaries,  whom  they  had  hired  for  their 
prefervation.  In  a  word,  the  doubts  and  fufpicions 
of  a  people  naturally  blunt  and  jealous,  v/ere  in- 
flamed to  fuch  a  degree  of  animofity,  that  nothing 
would  have  reftrained  them  from,  violent  a6ts  of 
'  outrage,  but  the   moil  orderly,  modeft,  and   in- 

offen-  ' 
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offenfive  behaviour  by  which  both  the  Hanoverians   An.  1756. 
and  Hefiians  were  diftinguifhed. 

Under  the  cloak  of  an  invading  armament, 
which  engrolTed  the  attention  of  the  Britifh  nation, 
the  French  were  aftually  employed  in  preparations 
for  an  expedition,  which  fucceeded  according  to 
their  wifh.  In  th^  beginning  of  the  year  advice 
was  received  that  a  French  fquadron  would  foon  be 
in  a  condition  to  fail  from  Toulon  :  this  was  after-  French 
wards  confirmed  by  repeated  intelligence  not  only  Fepara- 
from  foreign  gazettes,  but  alfo  from  Englilh  mi-  rp^^j^^^^ 
nifters  and  confuls  refiding  in  Spain  and  Italy. 
They  affirmed  that  the  Toulon  fquadron  confilled 
of  twelve  or  fifteen  fhips  of  the  line,  with  a  great 
number  of  tranfports ;  that  they  were  fupplied 
with  provifion  for  two  months  only,  confequently 
could  not  be  intended  for  America  -,  and  thatftrong 
bodies  of  troops  were  on  their  march  from  different 
parts  of  the  French  dominions  to  Dauphine  and 
Provence,  in  order  to  be  embarked.  Notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  particulars  of  information,  which 
plainly  poinred  out  Minorca  as  the  objedb  of  their 
expedition  ;  notv/ithflanding  theextenfive  and  im- 
portant commerce  carried  on  by  the  fubjeds  of 
Great  Britain  in  the  Mediterranean  -,  no  care  was 
taken  to  fend  thither  a  fquadron  of  fliips  capable 
to  protect  the  trade,  and  fruftrate  the  defigns  of 
the  enemy.  That  great  province  was  left  to  a  few 
inconfiderable  fhips  and  frigates,  which  could  ferve 
no  other  purpofe  than  that  of  carrying  intelligence 
from  port  to  port,  and  enriching  their  com- 
manders by  making  prize  of  merchant  vefiels. 
Nay,  the  mini  dry  feemed  to  pay  litde  or  no  re- 
gard to  the  remonftrance  of  general  Blakeney,  de- 
puty 
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An.1756.  puty  governor  of  Minorca,  who,  in  repeated  ad- 
vices, reprefented  the  weaknefs  of  the  garrifon 
which  he  commanded  in  St.  Philip's  caftle,  the 
chief  fortrefs  on  the  ifland.  Far  from  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  garrifon  with  a  proper  reinforcement,  they 
did  not  even  fend  thither  the  officers  belonging  to 
it,  who  were  in  England  up9n  leave  of  abfence, 
nor  give  directions  for  any  vefTel  to  tranfport  them, 
until  the  French  armament  was  ready  to  make  a 
defcent  upon  that  ifland  *. 

At 


*  It  is  with  pleafare  we 
feize  this  opportunity  of  re- 
cording an  inftance  of  gallan- 
try andpatriotifm  in  a  Britifh 
officer,  which  would  have  done 
honour  to  the  charafter  of  a 
RoKian  tribune.  Capt.  Cun- 
ningham, an  accortiplifhed 
young  gentleman,  who  afted 
as  engineer  in  fecond  at  Mi- 
norca, being  preferred  to  a 
majority  at  home,  and  recalled 
to  his  regiment  by  an  exprefs 
order,  had  repaired  with  his 
family  to  Nice  in  Italy,  where 
he  waited  for  the  opportunity 
of  a  fhip  bound  for  England, 
when  he  received  certain  in- 
telligence that  the  French  ar- 
mament was  deilined  for  the 
place  he  had  quitted.  His 
lady,  whom  he  tenderly  loved, 
was  juil  delivered,  and  tv/o  of 
his  children  were  dangeroufly 
•ill  of  the  fmall  pox.  He  re- 
collefted  that  the  chief  engi- 
at  Minorca  was  infirm, 
indeed  difabled  by  the 
and  that  many  things 
wanting  for  the  defence 
of  the  fortrefs.  His  zeal  <or 
the  honour  and  fervice  of  his 


recr 
and 
gout, 
were 


country  immediately  triumph- 
ed over  the  calls  of  tendernefs 
and  of  nature.  He  expended 
a  confiderable  fum  of  money 
in  purchafxng  timber  for  the 
platforms,  and  other  neceffa- 
ries  for  the  garrifon  ;  hired  a 
fhip  for  tranfporting  them  thi- 
ther; and  tearing  himfelf  from 
his  wife  and  children;  thus  left 
among  ftrangers  in  a  foreign 
country,  embarked  again  for 
Minorca,  where  he  knew  he 
would  be  in  a  peculiar  man- 
ner expofed  to  all  the  dangers 
of  a  furious  iiege.  In  the 
courfe  of  this  defperate  fervice 
he  acquitted  himfelf  with  that 
vigilance,  skill,  and  aftive 
courage,  which  he  had  on  di- 
vers former  occauons  difplay- 
ed ;  until  the  affault  was  given 
to  the  Queen's  baftion,  when, 
mixing  with  the  enemy  fword 
in  hand,  he  was  diiabled  in 
his  right  arm  by  the  fnot  of 
a  m.ufouet  and  the  thruft  of  a, 
bayonet.  His  behaviour  v/as 
fo  acceptable  to  his  fovereign, 
that  when  he  recurred  to  Eng- 
land he  was  preferred  to  the 
rank  of  colonel  in  the  guards. 
He 
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At  length  the  deftlnation   of  the  enemy's  fleet    An.  1756- 
being  univerfally  known,  the   miniftry  feemed  to 
roufe  from  their  lethargy,  and,   like  perfons  fud- 
denly  waked,  they  adled  with  hurry  and  precipita- 
tion.    Inftead  of  detaching  a  fquadron  that  in  all 
refpe<51:s  fliould  be  fuperior  to  the  French  fleet  in 
the  Mediterranean,  and  beflowing  the  command  of 
it  upon  an  officer  of  approved  courage  and  adivity, 
they  allotted  no  more  than  ten  fliips  of  the  line  for 
this  fervice,   veiling  the  command  of  them  in  ad- 
miral Byng,  who  had  never  met  with  any  occafion 
to  fignahze  his  courage,    and  whofe  charader  was 
not  very  popular  in  the  navy  :   but  Mr.  Weft,  the 
fecond  in  command,  was  a  gentleman  univerfally 
refpe^led  for  his  probity,    ability,   and  refolution. 
The  ten  ihips  dellined  for  this  expedition  were  but 
'in  very  indiuerent  order,  poorly  manned,  and  un- 
provided  with   either  hofpital  or   firefhip.     They    Admifal 
failed  from  Spithead  on  the  feventh  day  of  April,   forthe^^^ 
having  on  board,   as  part  of  their  complement,  a   Mediter- 
regiment  of  foldiers  to  be  landed  at  Gibraltar,  with   ranean. 
msjor  general  Stuart,  the  lord  Effingham,  and  co- 
lonel Cornwallis,  whofe  regiments  were  in  garrifon 
at  Minorca,  about  forty  inferior  officers,  and  near 
one  hundred  recruits,  as  a  reinforcement  to  St.  Phi- 
lip's fortrefs. 

After  all  the  intelligence  which  had  been  re- 
ceived, one  would  imagine  the  government  of 
England  was  ftill  ignorant  of  the  enemy's  force 
and  deftination  ;    for  the  inftrudions  delivered  to 

He  afterwards  acled  as  chief  grievoufly  maimed,  he  accept- 

engineer  in  the  attempts  and  ed  the  fame  office  in  the  expe- 

defcents    that  were  made  on  didon    to    Guadalupe,    where 

the    French  coail.      Though  he  died  univerfally  regretted. 

ad- 
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admiral  Byng  imported,  that,  on  his  arrival  at  Gi- 
braltar, he  fhould  inquire  whether  any  French  fqua- 
dron  had  paffed  through  the  Streights  ;  and  that, 
being  certified  in  the  affirmative,  as  it  was  probably 
defigned  for  North  America,  he  fhould  imme- 
diately detach  rear-admiral  Weft  to  Louifbourg,  on 
the  ifland  Cape  Breton,  with  fuch  a  number  of 
fhips  as,  when  joined  with  thofe  at  Halifax,  wDuld 
conftitute  a  force  fuperior  to  the  armament  of  the 
enemy. 

On  the  fecond  day  of  May  admiral  Byng  arrived 
at  Gibraltar,  where  he  found  captain  Edgecumbe 
with  the  Princefs  Louifa  fhip  of  war,  and  a  floop, 
who  informed  him,  that  the  French  armament, 
commanded  by  Mr.  de  la  Galiflbniere,  confifting  of 
thirteen  Ihips  of  the  line,  with  a  great  number  of 
tranfports,  having  on  board  a  body  of  fifteen  thou- 
fand  land-forces,  had  failed  from  Toulon  on  the 
tenth  day  of  April,  and  made  a  defcent  upon  the 
ifland  of  Minorca,  from  v/hence  he  (captain  Edge- 
cumbe) had  been  obliged  to  retire  at  their  ap- 
proach. 

General  Fowke,  who  commanded  at  Gibraltar, 
had  received  two  fucceffive  orders  from  the  fecre- 
tary  at  war,  with  refpedl  to  his  fparing  a  battalion 
of  troops,  to  be  tranfported  by  Mr.  Byng,  as  a  re- 
inforcement to  Minorca;  but  as  the  two  orders 
appeared  inconfiftent,  or  equivocal,  a  council  of 
war  was  confulted  ;  and  the  majority  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  no  troops  fliould  be  fent  from  thence  to 
Minorca,  except  a  detachment  to  fupply  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  little  fquadron  of  captain  Edge- 
cumbe, v/ho  had  left  a  good  number  of  his  feamen 
and    mariners,   under  the    command  of    captain 

Scroop, 
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Scroop,  to  aiTift  in  the  defence  of  Fort  St.  Philip's.  An.  1756.- 
Thefe  articles  of  intelligence  the  admiral  dif- 
patched  by  an  exprefs  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty, 
and  in  his  letter  made  ufe  of  fome  impolitic  ex- 
prelTions,  which,  in  all  probability,  it  would  have 
been  well  for  him  had  he  omitted.  He  faid,  if  he 
had  been  fo  happy  as  to  have  arrived  at  Mahon 
before  the  French  had  landed,  he  flattered  himfelf 
he  fliould  have  been  able  to  prevent  their  getting 
a  footing  on  that  ifland.  He  complained,  that 
there  were  no  magazines  in  Gibraltar  for  fupplying 
the  fquadron  with  neceflaries  j  that  the  careening- 
wharfs,  pits,  and  ftorehoufes,  were  intirely  de- 
cayed, fo  that  he  Ihould  find  the  greatefl  difficulty 
in  cleaning  the  fliips  that  were  foul ;  and  this  was 
the  cafe  with  fome  of  thofe  he  carried  out  from 
England,  as  well  as  with  thofe  which  had  been  for 
fome  time  cruifing  in  the  Mediterranean.  He  fig- 
nified  his  opinion,  that,  even  if  it  fhould  be  found 
praflicable,  it  would  be  very  impolitic  to  throw 
any  men  into  St.  Philip's  caftle,  which  could  not 
be  faved  without  a  land-force  fufficient  to  raife  the 
fiege  ;  therefore  a  fmall  reinforcement  would  only 
add  fo  many  men  to  the  number  which  mufl  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  He  obferved,  that 
fuch  engineers  and  artillery- men  in  Gibraltar,  as 
had  been  at  Minorca,  were  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
be  impoflible  to  throw  any  number  of  men  into 
St.  Philip's,  if  the  French  had  ereded  batteries  on 
the  two  fhores  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  fo 
as  to  bar  all  paflage  up  to  the  fally  port  of  the  for- 
trefs  •,  and  with  this  opinion  he  fignified  the  con- 
currence of  his  own  fentiments. 


The 
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The  firft  part  of  this  letter  was  a  downright  im- 
peachment of  the  minillry,  for  having  delayed  the 
expedition,  for  having  fenc  but  fhips  unfit  for  fer- 
vice,  and  for  having  neglefted  the  magazines  and 
wharfs  at  Gibraltar,  In  the  latter  part  he  feemed 
to  prepare  them  for  the  fubfrquent  account  of  his 
mifcondud;  and  mifcarriage.  it  cannot  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  they  underwent  this  accufation  without 
apprehenfion  and  refentment  -,  and  as  they  forefaw 
the  lofs  of  Minorca,  which  would  not  fail  to.  excite 
a  national  clamour,  perhaps  they  now  began  to 
take  meafures  for  gratifying  their  refentment,  and 
transferring  the  blame  from  themfeives  to  the  per- 
fon  who  had  prefumed  to  hint  a  difappFobation  of 
their  condud  :  for  this  purpofe  they  could  not  have 
found  a  fairer  opportunity  than  Mr.  Byng's  fubfe- 
quent  behaviour  afforded. 

This  admiral,  being  ftrengthened  by  Mr.  Edge- 
cumbe,  and  reinforced  by  a  detachment  from  the 
garrifon,  fet  fail  from  Gibraltar  on  the  eighth  day 
of  May,  and  was  joined  off  Majorca  by  his  ma- 
jefty's  {hip  the  Phoenix,  under  the  command  of 
captain  Hervey,  who  confirmed  the  intelligence  he 
had  already  received,  touching  the  ftrength  and 
deftination  of  the  French  fquadron.  When  he  ap- 
proached Minorca,  he  defcried  the  Britiih  colours 
ftili  flying  at  the  caftle  of  St.  Philip's,  and  feveral 
bomb  batteries  playing  upon  it  from  different 
quarters,  where  the  French  banners  were  difplayed. 
Thus  informed,  he  detached  three  Ihips  a-head^ 
with  captain  Hervey,  ro  reconnoitre  the  harbour's 
mouth,  and  land,  if  pcfiible,  a  letter  for  general 
Blakeney,  giving  him  to  underiland  the  fleet  was 
come  to  his  afTiftance.     Before  this  attempt  could 

be 
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be  made,  the  French  fleet  appearing  to  the  fouth- 
eaft,  and  the  wind  blowing  ftrong  off  fhore,  he  re- 
called the  Ihips,  and  formed  the  line  of  battle. 
About  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening  the  enemy,  to  the 
number  of  feventeen  fhips,  thirteen  of  which  ap- 
peared to  be  very  large,  advanced  in  order  ;  but 
about  feven  tacked,  with  a  view  to  gain  the  weather- 
gage.  Mr.  Byng,  in  order  to  preferve  that  ad- 
vantage, as  well  as  to  make  fure  of  the  land-wind 
in  the  morning,  followed  their  example,  being  then 
about  five  leagues  from  Cape  Mola. 

At  day-Hght  the  enemy  could  not  be  defcried  ; 
but  two  tartanes  appearing  clofe  to  the  rear  of  the 
Englifli  fquadron,  they  were  immediately  chaced 
by  fignal.  One  efcaped  •,  and  the  other  being 
taken,  was  found  to  have  on  board  two  French 
captains,  two  lieutenants,  and  about  one  hundred 
private  foldiers,  part  of  fix  hundred  who  had  been 
fent  out  in  tartanes  the  preceding  day,  to  reinforce 
the  enemy's  fquadron.  This  foon  re-appearing, 
the  line  of  battle  was  formed  on  each  fide ;  and 
about  two  o'clock  admiral  Byng  threw  out  a  fignal 
to  bear  away  two  points  from  the  wind,  and  en- 
gage. At  this  time  his  diftance  from  the  enemy 
was  fo  great,  that  rear-admiral  Weft,  perceiving  it 
impoflible  to  comply  with  both  orders,  bore  away 
with  his  divifion  feven  points  from  the  wind,  and, 
clofing  down  upon  the  enemy,  attacked  them  with 
fuch  impetuofity,  that  the  fhips  which  oppofed 
him  were  in  a  little  time  driven  out  of  the  line. 
Had  he  been  properly  fuftained  by  the  van,  in  all 
probability  the  Britifh  fleet  would  have  obtained  a 
complete  vidory  :  but  the  other  divifion  did  not 
bear  dowDj  and  the  enemy's  centre  keeping  their 

ilation. 
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An.  1756.  ftation,  rear-admiral  Weft  could  not  purfue  his 
advantage  v/ichout  running  the  rifque  of  feeing  his 
communication  with  the  reft  of  the  line  intirely 
cut  off. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  adion  the  Intrepid,  in 
Mr.  Byng's  divifion,  was  fo  difabled  in  her  rigging, 
that  ftie  could  not  be  managed,  and  drove  on  the 
fhip  that  was  next  in  pofition  :  a  circumftance 
which  obliged  feveral  others  to  throw  all  a-back,  in 
order  to  avoid  confufion,  and  for  fome  time  re- 
tarded the  adion.  Certain  it  is,  that  Mr.  Byng, 
though  accommodated  with  a  noble  ftiip  of  ninety 
guns,  made  little  or  no  ufe  of  his  artillery ;  but 
kept  aloof,  either  from  an  overftraincd  obfcrvance 
of  difcipline,  or  timidity.  When  his  captain  ex- 
horted him  to  bear  down  upon  the  enemy,  _  he 
very  coolly  replied,  that  he  would  avoid  the  error 
of  admiral  Matthews,  who,  in  his  engagement 
with  the  French  and  Spanifti  fquadrons  off  Toulon, 
during  the  preceding  war,  had  broke  the  line  by 
his  own  precipitation,  and  expofed  himfelf  fingly 
to  a  fire  that  he  could  not  fuftain.  Mr.  Byng,  on 
the  contrary,  was  determined  againft  a6ting,  except 
with  the  line  intire  •,  and,  on  pretence  of  re6i:ifying 
the  diforder  which  had  happened  among  fome  ot 
the  fliips,  helitated  fo  long,  and  kept  at  fuch  a  wary 
diftance,  that  he  never  was  properly  engaged, 
though  he  received  fome  few  ftiots  in  his  hull. 
Mr.  de  la  Galiffionere  feemed  equally  averfe  to  the 
continuance  of  the  battle :  part  of  his  fquadron 
had  been  fairly  obliged  to  quit  the  line  •,  and  tho' 
he  was  rather  fuperior  to  the  Englifn  in  number  of 
men  and  weight  of  metal,  he  did  not  chufe  to  abide 
the  confequence  of  a  ciofer  fight  with  an  enemy, 

fo 
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fo  expert  in  naval  operations  :  he  therefore  took   An.  1756. 

advantage   of  Mr.  Byng's  hefitation,  and  edged 

away  with  an  eafy  fail  to  join  his  van,  which  had 

been    difcomfited.      The    Englifh  admiral   gave 

chace  ;  but  the  French  fhips  being  clean,  he  could 

not  come  up  and  clofe  them  again,  fo  they  retired 

at  their  leifure.    Then  he  put  his  fquadron  on  the 

other  tack,  in  order  to  keep  the  wind  of  the  enemy; 

and '  next  morning   they  were  altogether  out  of 

fight. 

While,  with  the  reft  of  his  fleet,  he  lay  to,   at 
the  diftance  of  ten  leagues  from  Mahon,  he  de- 
tached  cruifers  to   look  for  fome  miffi.ng  fhips, 
which  joined  him  accordingly,  and  made  an  inqui- 
ry into  the  condition  cf  the  fquadron.    The  num- 
ber of  killed  amounted  to    forty  two,   including 
captain  Andrews  of  the   Defiance,  and  about  one 
hundred   and  fixty-eight  were  wounded.      Three 
of  the  capital  fliips  were  fo  damaged  in  their  mails, 
that  they  could  not  keep  the  fea,   with  any  regard 
to  their  fafety  :  a  great  number  of  the  feamen  were 
ill,  and  there  was  no  velTtl  which  could  be  con- 
verted into  an  hofpital  for  the  fick  and  wounded. 
In  this  fituation  Mr.  Byng  called  a  coL'ncil  of  warj 
at  which  the  land-ofncers   were  prefent.     He  re- 
prefented  to  them,  that  he  was  much  inferior  to 
the  enemy  in  weight  of  metal  and  numbers  of  men 5 
that   they   had   the  advantage   of    fending  their 
v/ounded  to  Minorca,  from  whence   at  the  fame 
time  they  were  refrefhed  and  reinforced  occafional- 
ly  ;   that,    in  his  opinion,    it  was  impradlicable  to 
relieve  St.  Philip's  fort,  "and  therefore  they  ought 
to  make  the  beft  of  their  way  back  to  Gibraltar, 
which  might  require  immediate  protedion.    They 

Numb.    7.  X  ■  una- 
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An.  1756.   unanimoufly  concurred  with  his  fentiments,  and 
iVIr.Byng    thither  he  direfled  his  courfe  accordingly.     How 
returns  to    j^g  came  to  be  fo  well  acquainted  v/ith  the  imprac- 
ticability of  relieving  general  Blakeney,  it  is  not 
eafy  to  determine,  inafmuch  as  no  experiment  was 
made  for  that  purpofe.     Indeed,  the  negledl   of 
fuch  a  trial  feems  to  have  been  the  lead  excufeable 
part  of  his  condufl  -,  for  it  afterwards  appeared, 
.  that  the  officers  and  foldiers  belonging  to  the  gar- 
rifon  might  have  heen  landed  at   the  fally-port, 
without  running  any  great  rifque ;  and  a  gentle- 
man, then  in  the  fort,  adually  paffed  and  repaffed 
in  a  boat,  unhurt  by  any  of  the  enemy's  batteries. 
Mr.  Byng's  letter  to  the  admiralty,  containing  a 
detail  of  this  aftion,  is  faid  to  have  arrived  fome 
days  before  it  was  made  public  j  and  when  it  ap- 
peared was  curtailed  of  divers  exprefiions  and  whole 
paragraphs,  which  either  tended  to  his  own  juflifi- 
cation,  or  implied  a  cenfure  on  the  condud  of  his 
^  fuperiors.     Whatever  ufe  might  have  been  made 
of  this  letter  while  it  remained  a  fecret  to  the  pub- 
lic, we  ihall  not  pretend  to  explain  :   but  fure  it  is, 
that  on  the  fixteenth  day   of  June,  Sir  Edward 
Havv'ke  ar  d  admiral  Saunders  failed  from  Spithead 
to  Gibraltar,  to  fuperlede  the  admirals  Byng  and 
Weft,   in  their  commands  of  the   Mediterranean 
fqnadron  -,  and  Mr.  Byng's  letter  was  not  publifhed 
till  the  tv^enty-fixth  day  of  the  fame  month,  when 
it  produced  all  the  efFed  which  that  gendeman's 
ITgj.,  «        bittereft  enemies  could  have  defired.     The  popu- 
of  the        hcc   took  fire  like  a  train   of  the  moft  hafty  com- 
peonle  at    buftibles,  and  broke  out  in  fuch  a  clamour  of  rage 
^^^^'        and    indignation   againil  the  devoted  admiral,   as 
could  not  have  been  exceeded,   if  he  had  loft  the 

whole 
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whole  navy  of  England,  and  left  the  coafts  of  the  An.  1756, 
kingdom  naked  to  invafion.  This  animofity  was 
carefully  fomented  and  maintained  by  artful  emif-^ 
faries,  who  mingled  with  all  public  afiemblics,  from 
the  drawing-room  at  St.  James's  to  the  mob  at 
Charing-crofs.  They  expatiated  upon  the  info- 
lence,  the  folly,  the  cowardice,  and  mifcondud  of 
the  unhappy  admiraL  They  even  prefumed  to 
make  their  fovereign  in  fome  meafure  an  inftrument 
of  their  calumny,  by  fuggefling  that  his  majefly 
had  prognofticated  Byng's  mifbehaviour  from  the 
contents  of  his  firft  letter  dated  at  Gibraltar.  They 
ridiculed  and  refuted  the  reafons  he  had  given  for 
returning  to  that  fortrels,  after  his  fcandaious  ren- 
counter with  the  French  fquadron  \  and,  in  order  to 
exafp^rate  them  to  the  moit  implacable  rcfentment, 
they  exaggerated  the  terrible  confequences  of  loiing 
Minorca,  which  muft  now  be  fubdued  through  his 
treachery,   or  want  of  refolution.     In  a  word,   he 

was  devoted  as  the  fcape  goat  of  the  m y,   to 

whofe  fupine  negligence,  ignorance,  and  mifcon- 
duct  the  lofs  of  that  important  fortrefs  was  un- 
doubtedly owing.  Byng's  mifcarriage  was  thrown 
out  like  a  barrel  to  the  whale,  in  order  to  engage 
the  attention  of  the  people,  that  it  might  not  be 
attracted  by  the  real  caufe  of  the  national  misfor- 
tune. In  order  to  keep  up  the  flame  which  had  '' 
been  kindled  againft  the  admiral,  recourfe  was  had 
to  the  lowefh  artifices.  Agents  were  employed  to 
vilify  his  perfon  in  all  public  places  of  vulgar  re- 
fort  -,  and  mobs  were  hired  at  different  parts  of  the 
capital  to  hang  and  burn  him  in  effigie. 

The  two  oiHcers  who  fucceeded  to  his  command 

in  the  Mediterranean  were  accompanied  by  the  lord 

X  2  Tyraw- 
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Tyrawley,  whom  his  majefty  had  appointed  to  fa- 
perfede  general  Fowke  in  the  government  of  Gib- 
raltar, that  gentleman  having  incurred  the  difplea- 
fure  of  the  miniftry  for  not  having  underflood  an 
order  which  was  unintelligible.  By  the  fame  con- 
veyance a  letter  from  thefecretary  of  the  admiralty 
was  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Byng,  giving  him  notice 
that  he  was  recalled.  To  this  intimation  he  re- 
plied in  fuch  a  manner  as  denoted  a  confcioufnefs 
of  having  done  his  duty,  and  a  laudable  defire  to 
vindicate  his  own  conduct.  His  anf\ver  contained 
a  further  account  of  the  engagement  in  which  he 
was  fuppofed  to  have  mifbehaved,  intermixed  with 
fome  puerile  calculationsof  the  enemy's  fuperiority 
in  weight  of  metal,  which  ferved  no  other  purpofe 
than  that  of  expoiing  his  character  ftill  more  to  ri- 
dicule and  abufe  ;  and  he  was  again  fo  impolitic  as 
to  hazard  certain  exprelTions,  which  added  frelh  fuel 
to  the  refentment  of  his  enemies.  Diredlions  were 
immediately  difpatched  to  Sir  Edward  Hawke  that 
,Byng  ihould  be  fent  home  in  arreft  :  and  an  order 
to  the  fame  purpofe  was  lodged  at  every  port  in 
the  kingdom  :  precautions,  v/hich  hov/ever  unne- 
cefifary,  to  fecure  the  perfon  of  a  man  who  longed 
ardently  to  juftify  his  character  by  a  public  trial, 
were  yet  produflive  of  confiderable  effedl  in  aug- 
menting the  popular  odium. 

Admiral  Byng  immediately  embarked  in  the  fhip 
which  had  carried  out  his  fuccefTor,  and  was  ac- 
companied by  Mr.  Weft,  general  Fowke,  and 
feveral  other  officers  of  that  garrifon,  who  were 
alfo  recalled  in  confequence  of  having  fubfcribed 
to  the  refult  of  the  council  of  war,  which  we  have 
mentioned  above.  When  they  arrived  in  Eng- 
land* 
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land,  Mr.  Weft  met  with  fuch  a  gracious  reception   An.  1756. 
from  his  majefty  as  was  thought  due  to  his  extra- 
ordinary merit ;  but  Mr.  Byng  was  committed  clofe 
prifoner  in  an  apartment  of  Greenwich  hofpital. 

In  the  mean  time  the  fiege  of  St,  Philip's  fort  in  Hl^oi'yof 
Minorca  was  profecuted  with  unremitting  vigour,    the  fiege 

The  armament  of  Toulon,  confifting  of  the  fleet  ^J}', 

.         .  Philip  s 

commanded  by   Mr.  de  la  Galiflbniere,  and   the  foj-t  in 

troops  under  the  duke  de  Richelieu,  arrived  on  the  Minorca, 
eighteenth  day  of  April  at  the  port  of  Ciudadella, 
on  that  part  of  the  iiland  oppofite  to  Mahon,  or  St. 
Philip's,    and  immediately    began    to  difembark 
their  forces. 

Two  days  before  they  reached  the  iiland,  gene- 
ral Blakeney  had  by  a  packet-boat  received  cer- 
tain intelligence  of  their  approach,  and  begun  to 
make  preparations  for  the  defence  of  the  caftle. 
The  fort  which  he  commanded  was  very  extenfive, 
furrounded  with  numerous  redoubts,  ravelins,  and 
other  outworks ;  and  provided  with  fubterranean 
galleries,  mines,  and  traverfes,  cut  out  of  the  folid 
rock  with  incredible  labour.  Upon  the  whole, 
this  was  one  of  the  beft  fortified  places  in  Europe, 
well  fupplied  with  artillery,  ammunition,  and  pro- 
vifion  ;  and,  without  all  doubt,  might  have  fuf- 
tained  the  mofc  defperate  fiege,  had  it  been  de- 
fended by  a  numerous  garrifon,  conducted  by  able 
engineers,  under  the  eye  and  aufpices  of  an  adive 
and  fkiiful  commander.  All  thele  advantages, 
however,  did  not  concur  on  this  occafion.  The 
number  of  troops  in  Minorca  did  not  exceed  four 
regiments,  whereas  the  nature  of  the  works  re- 
quired at  leaft  double  the  number ;  and,  even  of 
thefe,  above  forty  officers  v/ere  abfent.     The  chief 
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An.  1756.   engineer  was  rendered  lame  by  the  gout,  and  the 
general  hinrifelf  opprefied  with  the  infirmities  of 
old  age.      The  natives  of  the  ifland  might  have 
been  ferviceable  as  pioneers,  or   day  labourers  5 
but,  from  their  hatred  to  the  proteftant  religion, 
they  were  generally  averfe  to  the  Englifh  govern- 
ment, although  they  had  lived  happily  and  grown 
wealthy  under  its  influence. 
Precauti-        ^he  governor  ordered  his  officers  to  beat  up  for 
b"^oene-    volunteers  in  the  adjacent  town  of  St.  -  Philip's ; 
ral  Blake-   but  few  or  none  would  inlift  under  his  banners, 
"^y-  and  it  feems  he  v/ould  not  venture  to  compel  them 

into  the  fervice.      He  recalled  all  his   advanced 
parties  -,  and,  in  particular,   a  company  polled  at 
Fornelles,  where  a  fmall  redoubt  had  been  raifed, 
and  five  companies  at  Ciudadella,  a  poll  fortified 
with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  which  were  now  with- 
drawn as  loon  as  the  enemy  began  to  difembark 
their  forces.     At  the  fame  time  Major  Cunning- 
ham was  detached  with  a  party  to  break  down  the 
bridges,  and  break   up  the  roads,    between  that 
place  and  St.  Philip's  j  but  the  talk  of  deftroying 
the  roads  could  not  be  performed  in  fuch  a  hurry, 
on  account  of  the  hard  rock  which  runs  along  the 
furface  of  the  ground   through  this  whole  ifland  j 
-  nor  v,^as  there  time  to  demoliih  the  town  of  St. 
.  Philip's,  which  flood   fo  near  the  fort,    that  the 
enemy    could  not    fail  to   take   advantage    of  its 
neighbourhood.       The  ftreets     ferved  them   for 
trenches,    which  otherwife  could  not   have  been 
dug  through  the  folid  rock.     Here  they  made  a 
lodgment  clofe  to  the   works ;    here    they    found 
convenient  barracks  and  quarters   of  refrefliment, 
mafes  for  their  batteries,  and  an  effedual  cover  for 
5  their 
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their  mortars  and  bombardiers.  The  general  has  An.  1756. 
been  blamed  for  leaving  the  town  ftanding  •,  but  if 
we  confider  his  uncertainty  concerning  the  defti- 
nation  of  the  French  armament,  the  odious  nature 
of  fuch  a  precaution,  which  could  not  fail  to  exaf- 
perate  the  inhabitants,  and  the  impoflibility  of 
executing  fuch  a  fcheme  after  the  firft  appearance 
of  the  enemy,  he  will  be  found  excufeable,  if  not 
altogether  blamelefs.  Some  houfes  and  windmills 
were  aflually  demollfhed,  fo  as  to  clear  the  efpla- 
nade  and  the  approaches.  All  the  wine  in  the  cel- 
lars of  St.  Philip's  town  was  deftroyed,  and  the 
butts  were  carried  into  the  caftle,  where  they  might 
ferve  for  gabions  and  traverfes.  Five  and  twenty 
Minorquin  bakers  were  hired,  and  a  large  number 
of  cattle  brought  into  the  fort,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  garrifon.  The  ports  were  walled  up,  the  polls 
affigned,  the  centinels  placed,  and  all  the  different 
guards  appointed.  Commodore  Edgecumbe,  who 
then  anchored  in  the  harbour  of  Mahon,  clofe  un- 
der the  walls  of  the  caftle,  failed  away  with  his 
little  fquadron,  confifting  of  the  Chefterfield,  Prin- 
cefs  Louifa,  Portland,  and  Dolphin,  after  having 
left  all  his  marines,  a  detachment  from  Gibraltar, 
the  whole  crew  of  the  Porcupine  Hoop,  and  the 
greater  part  of  the  Dolphin's,  as  a  reinforcement 
to  the  fort,  under  the  immediate- direftion  and 
command  of  captain  Scroop  of  the  Dolphin,  who 
with  great  gallantry,  offered  himlelf  for  this  fevere 
duty,  and  bravely  fignalized  himfelf  during  the 
whole  fiege. 

The  French  admiral  might  have  certainly 
blocked  up  this  harbour  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would 
have  prevented  the  efcape  of  thefe  iliips,  and  divers 

X  4  other- 
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In.  1756.  other  rich  merchant-vefTels,  which  happened  then 
to  be  at  Mahon  j  but,  in  all  probability,  they  pur- 
pofely  allowed  them  to  abandon  the  place,  which, 
on  any  emergency,  or  afiault,  their  crews  and  offi- 
cers would  have  confiderably  reinforced. 

The  enemy  were  perfc6lly  acquainted  with  the 
great  extent  of  the  works,  and  the  v/eaknefs  of  the 
garriibn  ;  from  which  circumftances'  they  derived 
the  moil  fanguine  hopes  that  the  place  might  be 
fuddenly  taken,  without  the  trouble  of  a  regular 
fiege. 

After  Mr.  Edgecumbe  had  failed  for  Gibraltar, 
,  and  general  Blakeney  had  ordered  a  floop  to  be 
funk  in  the  channel  that  leads  to  the  harbour,  the 
French  fquadron  made  its  appearance  at  this  part 
oftheifland;  but,  without  having  attempted  any 
thing  againft  the  fort,  fell  to  leeward  of  Cape  Mola. 
Next  day  they  came  in  fight  again ;  but  foon  bore 
away,  and  never  afterwards,  during  the  whole 
courfs  of  the  fiege,  approached  io  near  as  to  give 
the  garrifon  the  lead  difturbance. 

On  the  twenty-fecond  day  of  April  the  governor 
fent  a  drummer  to  the  French  general  with  a  lit- 
ter, defiring  to  know  his  reafons  for  invading  the 
ifland.  To  this  an  anfwer  was  returned  by  the 
duke  de  Richelieu,  declaring  he  was  come  with  in- 
tention to  reduce  the  ifland  under  the  dominion  of 
his  moil  Chriftian  majefty,  by  way  of  retaliation 
for  the  condud  of  his  mailer,  vv'ho  had  feized  and 
detained  the  iliips  belonging  to  the  king  of  France 
and  his  fubjefts. 

■     If  we  may  iucjo-e  from  the  firil  ocerations  of  this 
nobleman,  he  was  but  indifferently  provided  with 
engineers :     fofj    inftead  ^of  beginning    his   ap- 
proaches 
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preaches  on  the  fide  of  St.  Philip's  town,  clofe  by   An.  1756. 
the  outworks,  where  he  might  have  been  fcreened    Com- 
from  the  fire  of  the  garrifon,   his  batteries  were   "™ence- 
ereded  at  Cape  Mola,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  har-    ^■^^  ^^ 
bour,  where  they  were  more  expoied,    their  fire 
much  lefs  efFeftual,  and  indeed  at  too  great  a  dis- 
tance to  be  of  any  fervice.     The  fire  of  St.  Philip's 
was  fo  fevere,  and  the  cannon  fo  well  ferved  on  this 
quarter,  that  in  a  little  time  the  enemy  thought 
proper  to  change  their  plan  of  attack,  and  advance 
on  the  fide  of  St.   Philip's  town,   which  ought  to 
have  been  the  firil  objed  of  their  confideration, 
efpecially  as   they  could  find  little  or  no  earth  to 
fill  their  gabions,  and  open  their  trenches  in  the 
ufualform. 

On  the  twelfth  of  May,  about  nine  at  night, 
they  opened  two  bomb  batteries,  near  the  place 
where  the  wind- mills  had  been  deftroyed  ;  and 
from  that  period  an  incelTant  fire  was  kept  up,  on 
both  fides,  from  mortars  and  cannon,  the  French 
continuing  to  raife  new  batteries  in  every  fituation 
from  Vv'hence  they  could  annoy  the  befieged. 

On  thefeventeenth  day  of  the  month  the  garri-   TheEng- 
fon  were   tranfported  with  joy  at  fight  of  the  Bri-    li^'i  %'a- 
tifh  fquadron,   commanded  by  admiral  Byng  -,  and     ^^^  ^^~ 
Mr.  Boyd,  commiffary  of  the  ilores,  ventured  to 
embark  in  a  fmall  boat  with  fix  oars,  which  palTed 
from  St.  Stephen's  cove,   a  creek  on  the  weft  fide 
of  the  fortification,   through    a  iliower  of  cannon 
and  mulquetry  from  the  enemy's  poft  on  the  other 
fide,  and  adually  reached  the  open  fea,  his  defign 
being  to  join    the  fquadron  -,   but   this  being  at  a 
great  diftance,   ftretching  away  to  the  fouthward, 
and  Mr.  Boyd  perceiving  himfelf  chaced  by  two 

of 
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of  the  enemy's  light  veffels,  he  returned  by  the 
fame  route  to  the  garrifon,  without  having  fuftain- 
ed  the  leaft  damage.  A  circumftance  which 
plainly  confutes  the  notion  of  Mr.  Byng,  that  it 
was  imprafticable  to  open  a  communication  with 
the  garrifon  of  St.  Philip's. 

Next  day  the  hopes  of  the  belleged,  which  had 
prognoflicated  a  naval  vidory  to  the  BritiOi  fqua- 
dron,  a  fpeedy  relief  to  themfelves,  and  no  lefs 
than  captivity  to  the  aflailants,  were  confiderably 
damped  by  the  appearance  of  the  French  fleet, 
which  quietly  returned  to  their  ilation  off  the  har- 
bour of  Mahon.  That  fame  evening  they  were 
told  by  a  deferter,  that  the  Englifh  fleet  had  been 
worfl:ed  in  an  engagement  by  Mr.  de  la  Galiflx>- 
niere  -,  and  this  information  v/as  foon  confirmed  by 
a  general  difcharge,  or  Feu  de  joie,  through  the 
whole  French  camp,  to  celebrate  the  viftory  they 
pretended  to  have  obtained. 

How  little  foever  they  had  reafon  to  boaft  of 
any  advantage  in  the  aftion,  the  retreat  of  the  Eng- 
lifli  fquadron  was  undoubtedly  equivalent  to  a  vic- 
tory: for  had  Mr.  Byng  acquired  and  maintained 
the  fuperiority  at  fea,  the  French  forces,  which  had 
been  difembarked  in  Minorca,  would,  in  all  proba- 
bility, have  been  obliged  to  furrender  prifoners  of 
v/ar  to  his  Britannic  majefty.  The  cafe  was  now 
much  altered  in  their  favour  :  their  fquadron 
cruifed  about  the  ifland  without  moleflation:  and 
they  daily  received,  by  means  of  their  transports, 
reinforcements  of  men  and  ammunition,  as  well  as 
■conftant  fupplies  of  provifions. 

The    Englifli   garrifon,   however   mortified   at 
finding  themfelves  thus  abandoned,  refolved  to  ac- 
quit 
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quit  themfelves  with  gallantry  in  the  defence  of  the 
place,  not  without  fome  remaining  hope  that  the 
Englifli  fquadron  would  be  reinforced,  and  return 
to  their  relief. 

In  the  mean  time,  they  fuftained  and  retorted 
the  enemy's  fire  with  undaunted  refolution.  They 
remounted  cannon,  the  carriages  of  which  had 
been  difabled  :  they  removed  them  occafionally  to 
places  from  whence  it  was  judged  they  could  do 
the  greatefl  execution  :  they  repaired  breaches, 
reftored  merlons,  and  laboured  with  furprifing 
alacrity,  even  when  they  were  furrounded  by  the 
numerous  batteries  of  the  foe  ;  when  their  em- 
brafures,  and  even  the  parapets,  were  demolifhed, 
and  they  flood  expofed  not  only  to  the  cannon  and 
mortars,  but  alfo  to  the  mufquetry,  which  fired 
upon  them,  without  ceafing,  from  the  windows  of 
the  houfes  in  the  town  of  St.  Philip.  By  this  time 
they  were  invefled  with  an  army  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  men,  and  plyed  inceiTantly  from  fixty-two 
battering-cannon,  twenty-one  mortars,  and  four 
howitzers,  befides  the  fmall  arms :  neverthelefs, 
the  lofs  of  men  within  the  fortrefs  was  very  incon- 
fiderable,  the  garrifon  being  moftly  fecured  in  the 
fubterranean  works,  which  were  impenetrable  to 
fhells  or  fnot.  By  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  June  General 
they  had  made  a  pradicable  breach  in  one  of  the  ^l^^  J^ 
ravelins,  and  damaged  the  other  outworks  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  they  determined  this  night  to  give 
a  general  affault.  Accordingly,  between  the  hours 
of  ten  and  eleven,  they  advanced  to  the  attack 
from  all  quartets  on  the  land-fide.  At  the  fame 
time  a  ftrong  detachment,  in  armed  boat?,  at- 
tempted to  toixe  the  harbour,  and  penetrate  into 

the 
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the  creek,  called  St.  Stephen's  cove,  to  ftorm  Fort 
Charles,  and  fecond  the  attack  upon  Fort  Marlbo- 
rough on  the  farther  fide  of  the  creek,  the  moil 
detached  of  all  the  outworks.  The  enemy  ad- 
vanced with  great  intrepidity,  and  their  com- 
mander, the  duke  de  Richelieu,  is  faid  to  have  led 
them  up  to  the  works  in  perfon. 

Such  an  afiault  could  not  but  be  attended  with 
great  ilaughter :    they  were  mowed  down,  as  they 
approached,   with  grape-lhot  and  mufquetry  •,  and 
feveral  mines  were  fprung  with  great  effeft,  fo  that 
the  glacis  was  aimoft  covered  with  the  dying  and 
the  dead.     Neverthelefs,   they  perfevered  v/ith  un- 
common refolution;  and,  though  repulfed  on  every 
other  fide,    at  length  made  a  lodgement  in  the 
Queen's  redoubt,  which  had  been  greatly  damaged 
by  their  cannon.      Whether  their  fuccefs  in  this 
quarter  was  owing  to  the  weaknefs  of  the  place,  or 
to  the  timidity  of  the  defenders,  certain  it  is,   the 
enemy  were  in  pofTeffion  before  it  was  known  to 
the  officers  of  the  garrifon  :   for  lieutenant-colonel 
Jeffries,  the  fecond  in  command,   who  had  acquit- 
ted himfelf  fince  the  beginning  of  the  fiege  with 
equal  courage,  fkill,  and  aftivity,  in  his  vifitation 
of  this  poll,  was  fuddeniy  furrounded  and  taken  by 
a  file  of  French  grenadiers,    at  a  time  when  he 
never  dreamed  they  had  made  a  lodgement.     Ma- 
jor Cunningham,  who  accompanied  him,  met  with 
a  feverer  fate,  though  he  efcaped  captivity  :  he  was 
run  through  the  right  arm  with  a  bayonet,  and  the 
piece  being  difcharged  at  the  fame  time,   fhattered 
the  bones, of  his  hand  in  fuch  a  manner,    that   he 
was  maimed  for  life.     In  this  fhocking  condition 
he  retired  behind  a  traverfe,  and  was  carried  home 
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to  his  quarters.  Thus  the  governor  was  deprived 
of  his  tv/o  principal  affiftants,  one  being  taken, 
and  the  other  difabled. 

The  enemy  having  made  themfelves  mailers  of 
Anftruther's  and  the  Queen's  redoubts,  from  which 
perhaps  they  might  have  been  diflodged,  had  a  . 
vigorous  effort  been  made  for  that  purpofe,  before 
they  had  leifure  to  fecure  themfelves,  the  duke  de 
Richelieu  ordered  a  parley  to  be  beat,  in  order  to 
obtain  permifiion  to  bury  the  dead,  and  remove 
the  wounded.  This  requeft  was  granted  with  more 
humanity  than  difcretion,  inafmuch  as  the  enemy 
took  this  opportunity  to  throw  a  reinforcement  of 
men  privately  into  the  places  where  the  lodgements 
had  been  made,  and  thefe  penetrated  into  the  gal- 
lery of  the  mines,  which  communicated  with  all  the 
other  outworks. 

During  this  fhort  ceffation,  general  Blakeney  The  o-ar- 
fummoned  a  council  of  war,  to  deliberate  upon  the  rifon  ca- 
flate  of  the  fort  and  garrifon  ;  and  the  majority  de-  P^"^"^^^^^' 
Glared  for  a  capitulation.  The  works  were  in  many 
places  ruined ;  the  body  of  the  caftle  was  fhattered ; 
many  guns  were  difmounted,  the  embrafures  and 
parapets  demolifhed,  the  palifadoes  broke  in  pieces, 
the  garrifon  exhauiled  Vv'ithhard  duty  and  inceffant 
watching,  and  the  enemy  in  poffeffion  of  the  fub- 
terranean  communications.  Befides,  the  governor 
had  received  information  from  prifoners,  that  the 
duke  de  Richelieu  was  alarmed  by  a  report  that 
the  marfnal  duke  de  Bclleifle  would  be  fcnt  to  fu- 
perfede  him  in  the  command,  and  for  that  reafon 
would  hazard  another  defperate  affauit,  which  it 
was  the  opinion  of  the  majority  the  garrifon  could 
not  fuftain.     Thefe  confiderations,    added  to  the 

delpair 
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An.  1756.  defpair  of  being  relieved,    induced  him  to  demand 
a  capitulation.  But  this  m.eafure  was  not  taken  with 
the  unanimous  confent  of  the  council.     Some  of- 
ficers obferved,   that  the  garrifon  was  very  little  di- 
minifhed,  and  ftill  in  good  fpirits  :   that  no  breach 
was  made  in  the  body  of  the  caftle,  nor  a  fingle 
cannon  ereded  to  batter  in  breach  :  that  the  lofs 
of  an  outwork  was  never  deemed  a  fufficient  reafon 
for  furrendering  fuch  a  fortiefs :  that  the  counter- 
fcarp  was  not  yet  taken,    nor,  on  account  of  the 
rocky  foil,  could  be  taken,  except  by  aflault,  which 
would  coft  the  enemy  a  greater  number  than  they 
had  loft  in  their  late  attempt :   that  they  could  not 
attack  the  ditch,  or  batter  in  breach,  before   the 
counterfcarp  (hould  be  taken,  and  even  then  they 
mufb  have  recourfe  to  galleries  before  they  could 
pafs  the  fofle,  which  was  furnifhed  with  mines  and 
countermines  :  finally,   they  fuggetted  that  in  all 
probabiHty  theBritilh  fquadron  would  be  reinforced, 
and  fail  back  to  their  relief;  or  if  it  fhould  not  re- 
turn, it  was  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  defend  the 
place  to  extremity,  without  having  any  regard  to 
the  confequences.  Thefe  remarks  being  over- ruled, 
the  chamade  was  beat,   a  conference  enfued,  and 
very  honourable  conditions  were  granted  to  the 
garrifon,    in  confideration  of  the  gallant  defence 
they  had  made.     This  it  maifl  be  owned  was  vigo- 
rous while  it  lailed,  as  the  French  general  was  faid 
to  have  loPc  five  thoufand  men  in  the  fiege  -,  whereas 
the  lofs  of  the  garrifon,  which  at  firfl  fell  fhort  of 
three  thoufand  men,   did  not  exceed  one  hundred. 
The  capitulation  imported  that  the  garrifon  fliould 
march  out  v^iih  all  the  honours  of  war,  and  be  con- 
veyed by  fea  to  Gibraltar.     The  French  were  put 

in 
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in  poffefTion  of  one  gate,  as  well  as  Fort  Charles 
and  Marlborough  redoubt :  but  the  Englifh  troops 
remained  in  the  other  works  till  the  feventh  day  of 
July,  when  they  embarked.  In  the  mean  time 
reciprocal  civilities  paffed  between  the  commanders 
and  officers  of  both  nations. 

The  articles  of  capitulation  were  no  fooner  ex- 
ecuted than  monfieur  de  la  Galiflbniere  failed  back 
to  Toulon,  with  all  the  prizes  which  had  lain  ac 
anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Mahon  fmce  the  fort  of 
St.  Philip  was  firft  inveiled.  In  all  probability  the 
fafety  of  himfelf  and  his  whole  fquadron  was  owing 
to  this  expeditious  retreat ;  for  in  a  few  days  after 
the  furrender  of  the  fort.  Sir  Edward  Hawke*s 
fleet,  augmented  by  five  fhips  of  the  line,  which  had 
been  fent  from  England,  when  the  firft  tidings  ar- 
rived of  Minorca's  being  invaded,  now  made  its 
appearance  off  the  ifland:  but  by  this  time  Galif- 
foniere  was  retired,  and  the  Englifh  admiral  had  the 
mortification  to  fee  the  French  colours  flying  upon 
St.  Philip's  Caftle.  What  perhaps  chagrined  this 
gallant  officer  ftill  more,  he  was  not  provided  with 
frigates,  floops,  and  fmall  craft  to  cruife  around  the 
illand,  and  intercept  the  fupplies  which  were  daily 
fent  to  the  enemy.  Had  he  reached  Minorca  fooner 
he  might  have  difcomfited  the  French  fquadron; 
but  he  could  not  have  raifed  the  fiege  of  St.  Philip's, 
becaufe  the  duke  de  Richelieu  had  received  his  rein- 
forcements, and  fuch  a  train  of  artillery  as  no  forti- 
fication could  long  withftand.  Indeed,  if  the  gar- 
rifon  had  been  confiderably  reinforced,  and  the 
communication  with  it  opened  by  fea,  the  defence 
would  have  been  protrafted,  and  fo  many  vigorous 
fallies  might  have  been  made,   that  the  aflailants 

would 
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would  have  had  caufe  to  repent  of  their  enter- 
prize. 

When  the  news  of  this  conqueft  was  brought  to 
Verfailles,    by  the  count  of  Egmont,    v/hom  the 
duke  de  Richelieu  had  difpatched  for  that  purpofe, 
the  people  of  France  were  tranfported  with  the 
moft  extravagant  joy.     Nothing  was  i^tQn  but  tri- 
umphs and  proceffions  ;    nothing  heard  but  an- 
thems,   congratulations,    and   hyperbolical   enco- 
miums upon  the  conqueror  of  Minorca,  who  was 
celebrated  in  a  thoufand  poems,   and  fludied  ora- 
tions -,  while  the  condufl  of  the  EngliOi  was  vili- 
fied and  ridiculed  in  ballads,  farces,   and  pafqui- 
nades.     Nothing  more  argues  the  degeneracy  of  a 
warlike  nation  than  the  pride  of  fuch  mean  triumph 
for  an  advantage  which,   in  more  vigorous  times, 
would  fcarce  have  been  diftinguifhed  by  the  ceremo- 
ny of  a  Te  Deum  Laudamus.     Nor  is  this  childifli 
exultation,    that  difgraces  the  laurels  of  viftory, 
confined  to  the  kingdom  of  France.  Truth  obliges 
us  to  own,  that  even  the  fubjeds  of  Great  Britain 
are  apt  to  be  elevated  by  fuccefs  into  an  illiberal 
infolence  of  felf-applaufe,    and  contemptuous  com- 
parifon.     This  muft  be  condemned  as  a  proof  of 
unmanly  arrogance,  and  abfurd  felf  conceit,  by  all 
thofe  who  coolly  refle6l,  that  the  events  of  war  ge- 
nerally, if  not  always,  depend  upon  the  genius  or 
mifcondu6l  of  one  individual. 

The  lofs  of  Minorca  was  feverely  felt  in  Eng- 
land, as  a  national  difgrace  ;  but,  inftead  of  pro- 
ducing dejedtion  and  defpondence,  it  excited  an 
univeri'al  clamour  of  rage  and  refentment,  not  only 
againft  Mr.  Byng,  v/ho  had  retreated  from  the 
French  fquadron  i   but  alfo  in  reproach  of  the  ad- 
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minif1:ration,  which  was  taxed  with  having  ne-  An.  1756. 
gleded  the  fecurity  of  Minorca.  Nay,  fome  po- 
liticians were  inflamed  into  a  fufpicion,  that  this 
important  place  had  been  negatively  betrayed  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy,  that,  in  cafe  the  arms  of 
Great  Britain  fhoiild  profper  in  other  parts  of  the 
world,  the  French  king  might  have  fome  fort  of 
equivalent  to  reflore  for  the  conqnefis  which  fhould 
be  abandoned  at  the  peace.  This  notion,  how- 
ever, feems  to  have  been  conceived  from  preju- 
dice and  party,  which  now  began  to  appear  with 
the  moft  acrimonious  afpecSt,  not  only  throughout 
the  united  kingdoms  in  general,  but  even  in  the 
f— — -  n's  councils. 

Sir  Edward  Hawke,  being  difappointed  in  his 
hope  of  encountering  la  Gaiilfoniere,  and  relieving 
the  Englifh  garrifon  of  St.  Philip's,  at  leafc  afierted 
the  empire  of  Great  Britain  in  the  Mediterranean, 
by  annoying  the  commerce  of  the  enemy,  and 
blocking  up  their  fquadron  in  the  harbour  of  Tou- 
lon. Underftanding  that  the  Auftrian  govern- 
ment at  Leghorn  had  detained  an  Englifh  priva- 
teer, and  imprifoned  the  captain,  on  pretence  that 
he  had  violated  the  neutrality  of  the  port,  he  de- 
tached two  fhips  of  war  to  infift,  in  a  peremptory 
manner,  on  the  releafe  of  the  ihip,  effeds,  crev/, 
and  captain  j  and  they  thought  proper  to  comply 
with  his  demand,  even  without  v/aiting  for  orders 
from  the  court  of  Vienna.  The  perfon  in  whofe 
behalf  the  admiral  thus  interpofed,  was  one  Fortu- 
natus  Wright,  a  native  of  Liverpool-,  who,  though 
a  ftranger  to  a  fea-life,  had,  in  the  laft  war,  equip- 
ped a  privateer,  and  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  fuch 
a  manner,  by  his  uncomm>on  vi,gilance  and  valour, 
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that,  if  he  had  been  indulged  with  a  command 
fuitable  to  his  genius,   he  would  have  deferved  as 
honourable  a  place  in  the  annals  of  the  navy,  as 
that  which  the  French  have  bellowed  upon  their 
boafted  Gue  Trouin,  Du  Bart,  and  Thurot.    An 
vincommon  exertion  of  fpirit  was  the  occaiion  of 
his  being  detained  at  this  jundlure.    While  he  lay 
at  anchor  in  the  harbour  of  Leghorn,  commander 
of  the  St.  George  privateer  of  Liverpool,  a  fmall 
Ihip  of  twelve  guns  and  eighty  men,  a  large  French 
xebeque,  mounted  with  lixteen  cannon,  and  nearly 
three  times  the  number  of  his  complement,  chofe 
her  ftation  in  view  of  the  harbour,  in  order  to  inter- 
rupt the  Britilh  commerce.    The  gallant  Wright 
could  not  endure  this  infult :  notwithflanding  the 
enemy's  fuperiority  in  metal  and  number  of  men, 
he  weighed  anchor,  hoilled  his  fails,  engaged  him 
within  fight  of  the  Ihore,  and  after  a  very  obftinate 
difpute,    in    which    the   captain,    lieutenant,   and 
above  threefcore  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  xe- 
beque were  killed  on  the  fpot,  he  obliged  them  to 
flieer  off,  and  returned  to  the  harbour  m  triumph. 
This  brave  corfair  would,   no  doubt,  have  figna- 
iized  himfelf  by  many  other  exploits,  had  not  he, 
in  the  fequel,   been  overtaken  in  the  midft  of  his 
career  by  a  dreadful  dorm,  in  which  the  fhip  foun- 
dering, he  and  all  his  crew  perilhed. 

Sir  Edward  Havvke,  having  icoured  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  infulred  the  enemy's  ports,  re- 
turned v/ith  the  homeward-bound  trade  to  Gibral- 
tar; from  whence,  about  the  latter  end  of  the  year, 
he  fet  fail  for  England  v/ith  part  of  his  fquadron, 
leaving  the  reft  in  that  bay  for  the  protedion  of 
our  commerce,  which  in  thofe  parts  foon  began  to 
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fiifo  extremely  from  French  privateers,  that  now    -^"-  '75^* 
fwarmed  in  the  Mediterranean. 

General  Blakeney  had  arrived,  with  the  garrifon 
of  Minorca,  at  Portfmonth  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember, and  been  received  with  expreffions  of 
tumultuous  joy :  every  place  through  which  he 
palTed,  celebrated  his  return  with  bonfires,  illumi- 
nations, bell- ringing,  and  acclamation :  every 
mouth  was  opened  in  his  praife,  extolling  him  for 
the  gallant  defence  he  had  made  in  the  caflle  of 
St.  Philip.  In  a  word,  the  people's  veneration  for 
Blakeney  increafed  in  proportion  to  their  abhor- 
rence of  Byng:  the  firft  was  lifted  into  an  idol  of 
admiration,  while  the  other  funk  into  an  object  of 
reproach;  and  they  were  viewed  at  different  ends 
of  a  falfe  perfpective,  through  the  medium  of  pre- 
judice and  paffion ;  of  a  perfpective  artfully  con- 
trived, and  applied  by  certain  m -rs  for  the  pur- 

pofes  of  felf-intereft  and  deceit.     The  f—  is  faid 
to  have  been  influenced  by  the  prepolTefTion  of  the 
f— t.     Mr.   Blakeney  met  with  a  gracious  recep- 
tion from  his  majefby,  who  raifed  him  to  the  rank 
of  an  Irifh  baron,  in  confideration  of  his  faithful   Blakeney 
fervices,   while  fome   malecontents  murmured  at   promoted 
this  mark  of  favour  as  an  unreafonable  facrifice  to   j°  "jL  of 
popular  mifapprehenfion.  a  baron. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  meafures  taken 
by  the  government  in  England,  feem  to  have  been 
chiefly  diftated  by  the  dread  of  an  invafion,  from 
which  the  miinifliers  did  not  think  themfelves  fe- 
cured  by  the  guard-fliips  and  cruifers  on  different 
pares  of  the  coaft,  or  the  flianding  army  of  the 
kingdom,  though  reinforced  by  the  two  bodies  of 
German   auxiliaries,      A  confiderable  number  of 
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new  troops  was  levied :  the  fiiccefs  in  recruit- 
ing was  not  only  promoted  by  the  land -holders 
throughout  the  kingdom,  who  thought  their  eftates 
were  at  ftake,  and  for  that  reafon  encouraged  their 
dependants  to  engage  in  the  fervice,  but  alfo  in 
a  great  meafure  owing  to  a  dearth  of  corn,  which 
reduced  the  lower  clafs  of  labourers  to  fuch  diftrefs, 
that  fome  infurreftions  were  raifed,  and  many  in- 
lifted  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  livelihood,  which 
otherwife  they  could  not  earn. 

New  jfhips  of  war  were  built,  and  daily  put 
in  commiffion;  but  it  was  found  imprafticable 
to  man  them,  without  having  recourfe  to  the 
odious  and  illegal  pra6tice  of  impreffing  failors, 
which  muft  always  be  a  reproach  to  every  free 
people. 

Notwithftanding  large  bounties,  granted  by  the 
government  to  volunteers,  it  was  found  neceffary 
to  lay  an  embargo  upon  all  fhipping,  and  im- 
prefs  ail  the  feamen  that  could  be  found,  with- 
out any  regard  to  former  protedlions  j  fo  that  all 
the  mer<:hant-fhips  were  flripped  of  their  hands, 
and    foreign   commerce    for    fome   time    wholly 
fufpended.      Nay,    the  expedient  of  compelling 
men  into  the  fervice,  was  carried  to  an  unufual  de- 
gree of  oppreffioa  j  for  rewards  were  publicly  of- 
fered to  thofe  who  Ihould  difcover  where  any  fea- 
man  lay  concealed :  fo  that  thofe  unhappy  people 
were  in  fome  refpefts  treated  like  felons,  dragged 
.  from  their  families  and  connexions  to  confinement, 
mutilation,  and  death,  and  totally  cut  off  from  the 
enjoyment  of  that  liberty,  which,  perhaps  at  the 
expence  of  their  lives^  their  own  arms  had  help- 
ed 
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ed  to  preferve,  in  favour  of  their  ungrateful  coun-   An.  1756. 
try*. 

Above  eighty  fliips  of  the  line,  and  threefcore  Prodama- 
frigates  were  already  equipped,   and  confiderable 
bodies  of  land-forces  affembled,  when,  on  the  third 
day  of  February,   a  proclamation  was  ilTued,  re- 
quiring all  offiters  civil  and  military,  upon  the  firft 
appearance  of  any  hoftile  attempt  to  land  upon  the 
coafcs  of  the  kingdom,   immediately  to  caufe  all 
horfes,  oxen,  and  cattle,  which  mdght  be  fit  for 
draught  or  burthen,  and  not  adlually  employed  in 
the  king's  fervice,  or  in  the  defence  of  the  country, 
and  alfo  (fa  far  as  might  be  pra6ticable)  all  other    ' 
cattle  and  provifions,  to  be  driven  and  removed 
twenty  miles  at  lead  from  the  place  where  fuch 
hoilile  attempt  fhould  be  made,   and  to  fecure  the 
fame,  fo  as  that  they  might  not  fall  into  the  hands 
or  power  of  thofe  who  fhould  make  fuch  attempt; 
regard  being  had-   hovN^ever,    that  the  refpeftive 
owners  lliould  fuifer  as  little  damage  as  might  be 
confiflent  with  the  public  fafety. 

As  the  miniftry  were  determined  to  make  their 
chief  efforts  againft  the  enemy  m  North  America, 
where  the  firll  hoililities  had  been  committed,  and 
where  tlie  (Irongeil  impreiTion  could  be  made,   a 

*  At  this  junfture  a  niim-  gage  in  the  fervice  of  the  na- 

ber    of    public- ipirited    mer-  vy.     In   confequence  of   this 

chants  of  the  city  of  London,  excellent  plan,  which  was  exe- 

and  others,  formed  themfelves  cuted  with  equal  zeal  and  dif- 

into  a  .-very  laudable   afTocia-  cretion^  many  rhoufands  were 

tion,   under  the  name  of  the  refcued  from  mifery,  and  ren- 

Marine   Society,    and   contri-  dered  ufeful  members  of  that 

buted    confiderable    fums     of  fociety,    of  which   they  muft 

money  for  equipping  fuch  or-  have  been   the   bane   and  the 

phans,   friendlefs,    and  forlorn  reproach,  without  this  humane 

boys,   as  were  willing  to  en-  interpofition. 

y  3  detach- 
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detachment  of  two  regiments  was  fent  thither  un- 
der the  conduft  of  general  Abercrombie,  appointed 
as  fucceffor  to  general  Shirley,  whom  they  had  re- 
called, as  a  perion  no  ways  qualified  to  condu6t  mili- 
tary operations:  nor,  indeed,  could  any  fuccefs  in 
war  be  expefted  from  the  endeavours  of  a  man  who 
had  not  been  trained  to  arms,  nor  ever  adted  but 
in  a  civil  capacity.  But  the  command  in  chief  of 
all  the  forces  in  America  was  conferred  upon  the 
earl  of  Loudon,  a  nobleman  of  an  amiable  charac- 
ter, who  had  already  diftinguiflied  himfelf  in  the 
fervice  of  his  country.  Over  and  above  his  com- 
mand, he  v/as  now  appointed  governor  of  Virginia, 
and  colonel  of  a  royal  American  regiment,  confift- 
ing  of  four  battalions,  to  be  raifed  in  that  country, 
and  difciplined  by  officers  of  experience,  invited 
from  foreign  fervice.  Mr.  Abercrombie  fet  fail  for 
America  in  March ;  but  the  earl  of  Loudon,  who 
direded  in  chief  the  plan  of  operations,  and  was 
veiled  with  power  and  authority  little  inferior  to 
thofe  of  a  viceroy,  did  not  embark  till  the  latter 
end  of  May. 

All  thefe  previous  meafures  being  taken,  his 
majefty,  in  the  courfe  of  the  fame  month,  thought 
proper  to  publiih  a  declaration  of  war  *  againft  the 

French 


*  When  the  French  ambaf- 
fador  returned  to  London,  he 
propofed  that  orders  fliould  be 
immediately  difpatched  to  the 
EnglilTi  governors  in  America, 
with  exprefs  orders  to  defift 
from  any  new  undertaking, 
and  ail  afts  of  hofiility;  but 
with  regard  to  the  lands  on 
tfeeOhiOj,  to  put,  without  delay, 


matters  on  the  fame  footing  in 
which  they  flood  before  the 
late  war,  that  the  refpedlive 
claims  of  both  nations  might 
be  amicably  referred  to  the 
commiffaries  at  Paris.  The 
Britilh  court  agreed  to  the  cef- 
fation  of  hoftilities,  and  the 
difcuiFion  of  the  difputes  by  the 
miniflers  of  the  two  crowns^ 
on 
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French  king,  importing,  That,  fince  the  treaty  of  An.  1756: 
Aix-la-Chapelle,    the   ulurpations   and  encroach- 
ments made  upon  the  Britifli  territories  in  America 
had  been  notorious :    That  his  Britannic  majefty 
had,   in  divers  ferious  reprefentations  to  the  court 


on  condition  that  all  the  pof- 
feffions  in  America  Ihould  be 
previoufly  put  in  the  fitnation 
prefcribed  by  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht,  confirmed  by  that  of 
Aix-la-Chapelle.  The  French 
miniftry,  inllead  of  complying 
with  this  condition,  produced 
an  evafive  draught  of  a  preli- 
minary convention,  and  this 
was  anfwered  by  a  counter- 
propofal.  At  length  the  am- 
baflador  of  France  demanded, 
as  preliminary  conditions,  that 
'Great  Britain  would  renounce 
all  claim  to  the  fouth  coaft  of 
the  river  St.  Laurence,  and 
the  lakes  that  difcharge  them- 
felves  into  that  river  ;  cede  to 
the  French  twenty  leagues  of 
country  lying  along  the  bay  of 
Fundy,  which  divides  ilcadia, 
or  Nova  Scotia ;  and  all  the 
land  between  the  rivers  Ohio 
and  Ouabache.  A  memorial 
was  afterwards  prefented  on 
the  fame  fubjeft,  including  the 
aifair  of  the  neutral  iflands  in 
the  Weft-Indies ;  but  this  was 
amply  refuted  in  another  piece, 
in  which  the  BritilTi  miniftry 
obferved,  that  even  at  the  very 
opening  of  the  ccmmiftion  ef- 
tablifhed  in  Paris,  for  termi- 
nating amicably  the  difputes 
in  North  America,  the  French 
invaded  Nova  Scotia,  erefted 
three  forts  in  the  heart  of  that 
province,  and  vi-ouid  have  de- 

y 


flroyed  the  Englifh  fettlement 
at  Halifax,  had  not  they  been 
prevented :  That  the  like  hof- 
tilities  were  committed  upon 
his  Britannic  majefty's  fubjeds 
on  the  Ohio  and  Indian  lakes, 
where  the  governors  appoint- 
ed by  the  French  king,  with- 
out any  fhadow  of  right,  pro- 
hibited the  Englifh  from  trad- 
ing ;  feizsd  their  traders  by 
force,  and  fent  them  prifoners 
to  France  ;  invaded  the  terri- 
tories of  Virginia,  attacked  a 
fort  that  covered  its  frontier, 
and,  to  fecure  their  ufurpa- 
tions,  erefted,  with  an  armed 
force,  a  chain  of  forts  on  the 
lands  which  they  had  invaded: 
That  his  Britannic  majefty  had 
complained  of  thefe  hoftilities 
to  the  court  of  Verfailles,  but 
v/ithout  effefl ;  fo  that  he  found 
himfelf  obliged  to  provide  for 
the  fecurity  of  his  fubjefts ; 
and  as  the  encroachments  made 
by  France  were  hoftile,  it  could 
never  be  unlawful,  or  irrecon- 
cilable with  the  affuraiace  of 
his  majefty's  peaceable  difpoft- 
tion,  to  repel  an  aggreflbr;  and 
that  the  fame  motive  of  felf- 
defence  had  forced  him  to  feize 
the  French  fhips  and  failors, 
in  order  to  deprive  that  court 
of  the  means  of  making  an 
invaflon,  with  which  their  mi- 
nifters  in  all  the  courts  of  Eu- 
rope had  menaced  England. 

4.  -    of 
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An.  1756,  of  Verfailles,  complained  of  thefe  repeated  afts  of 
violence,  and  demanded  fatisfadion  ;  but  notwith- 
ftanding  the   repeated   affurances    given   by    the 
French  king,  that  every  thing  fliould  be  fettled 
agreeable  to  the  treaties  fubfiiling  betv/een  the  two- 
crowns,  and  particularly  that  the  evacuation  of  the 
four  neutral  iilands  in  the  Weft  Indies  fnould  be 
efFed:ed,  the  execution  of  thele  aiTurances,  and  of 
the  treaties  on  v;hich  they  were  founded,  had  been 
evaded  under  the  moft  frivolous  pretences :   That 
the  uniufufid.b]e  practices  of  the  French  governors, 
and  officers  afting  under  their  authority,  were  ftill 
continued,  until  they  broke  Out  in  open  ails  of 
hoftility  in  the  year  one  thoufand  i^tvcn  hundred 
and  fifty-four,   when,  in  time  of  profound  peace, 
without  any  declaration  of  war,   without  any  pre- 
vious notice  given,  or  application  made,  a  body  of 
French  troops,   commanded  by  an  officer  bearing 
the  French  king's  commiffion,  attacked  in  an  hof- 
tile  manner,  and  took  poffeffion  of,  an  Engiiih.  fort' 
on  the  river  Ohio  in  North  America  :   That  great 
naval  armaments  were  prepared  in  the  ports  of 
France,  and  a  confiderabie  body  of  French  troops 
embarked  for  that  country  :  That  although  the 
French  ambaffador  was  fent  back  to  England  with 
ipecious  profeffions  of  a  defire  to  accommodate 
thefe  differences,  it  appeared  their  real  defign  was 
only  to  amufe,   and  gain  time  for  the  paffage  of 
thefe  fupplies    and   reinforcements,    which    they 
hoped  would  fecure  the  fuperiority  of  the  French 
forces  in  America,  and  enable  them  to  carry  their 
ambitious  and  oppreffive  projeds  into  execution  : 
That,  in  confequence  of  the  juft  and  necelTary  mea- 
lures  taken  hj  tho  king  of  Great  Britain  for  pre- 
venting 
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venting  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a  dangerous  defign,  An.  1756. 
the  French  ainbaffador  was  immediately  recalled 
from  England,  the  fortifications  of  Dunkirk  were 
enlarged,  great  bodies  of  troops  marched  down  to 
the  fa  coafts  of  France,  and  the  Britiih  dominions 
threatened  with  an  invafion :  That  though  the 
king  of  England,  in  order  to  fruftrate  thefe  inten- 
tions, had  given  orders  for  feizing  at  fea  the  fliips 
of  the  French  king  and  his  fubjeds,  yet  he  had 
hitherto  contented  himfelf  with  detaining  thofe 
lliips  which  had  been  taken,  and  preferving  their 
cargoes  entire,  without  proceeding  to  confifcation; 
but  it  being  at  lafb  evident,  from  the  holtile  inva- 
fion of  Minorca,  that  the  court  of  Verfaiiies  was^ 
determined  to  rejedt  ail  propofals  of  accommoda- 
tion, and  carry  on  the  war  with  the  utnioil  violence, 
his  Britannic  majercy  could  no  longer,  confiitently 
with  the  honour  of  his  crown,  and  the  welfare  of 
his  fubjefts,  remain  within  thofe  bounds,  which, 
from  a  defire  of  peace,  he  had  hitherto  obferved. 
A  denunciation  of  v/ar  foliov/ed  in  the  ufual  form, 
and  was  concluded  with  an  aiTurance,  that  all  the 
French  fubjefts  refiding  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, who  fhouid  demean  themfelves  dutifully  to 
the  government,  might  depend  upon  its  protedion, 
and  be  fafe  in  their  perfons  and  efFecls. 

In  the  beginning  of  June  the  French  king  de- 
clared war  in  his  turn  againft  his  Britannic  majefty, 
and  his  declaration  was  couched  in  terms  of  un- 
common afperity.  He  artfully  threw  a  fliade  over 
the  beginning  of  hoftilities  in  North  America,  re- 
ferring to  a  memorial  which  had  been  delivered  to    , .    ,   , 

kin?  s  ds- 

the  feveral  courts  of  Europe,    containing  a  fum-   daration. 
jnary  of  thofe  hCts  which  related  to  the  prefent 

war. 


Subftance 
of  the 
French 
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war,  and  the  negotiations  by  which  it  had  been 
preceded.  He  infilled  on  the  attack  made  by  the 
king  of  England,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fifty  four,  on  the  French  poffeffions  in 
North  America  j  and  afterwards  by  the  Englifh 
navy  on  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  the 
French  fubjefts,  in  contempt  of  the  law  of  nations, 
and  dire6t  violation  of  treaties.  He  complained, 
that  the  French  foldiers  and  failors  underwent  the 
harlheft  treatment  in  the  Britilh  ifles,  exceeding 
thofe  bounds  which  are  prefcribed  to  the  molt  ri- 
gorous rights  of  war,  by  the  law  of  nature  and 
common  humanity.  He  affirmed,  that  while  the 
Englifh  miniftry,  under  the  appearance  of  fmcerity, 
impofed  upon  the  French  ambalTador  with  falfe 
proteflations,  orders  diametrically  oppofite  to  thefe 
deceitful  alTurances  of  a  fpeedy  accommodation, 
were  actually  carrying  into  execution  in  North 
America:  That  while  the  court  of  London  em- 
ployed every  caballing  art,  and  fquandered  away 
the  fubfidies  of  England,  to  inftigate  other  powers 
againfl  France,  his  mofi  Chriftian  majefty  did  not 
even  aflc  of  thefe  powers  the  fuccours  which  gua- 
ranties and  defenfive  treaties  authorifed  him  to  de- 
mand J  but  recommended  to  them  fuch  meafures 
only  as  tended  to  their  own  peace  and  fecurity: 
That  while  the  Englilh  navy,  by  the  moll  odious 
violences,  and  fometimes  by  the  vilefc  artifices, 
made  captures  of  French  vefTels,  navigating  in  full 
fecurity  under  the  fafeguard  of  public  faith,  his 
moll  Chriftian  majefty  releafed  an  Englifh  frigate 
taken  by  a  French  fquadron,  and  Britifh  velTels 
trading  to  the  ports  of  France  without  moleftation  : 
That  the  ftriking  ccntraft  formed  by  thefe  different 
5  me- 
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methods  of  proceeding  would  convince  all  Eu-  An.  1756. 
rope,  that  one  court  was  guided  by  motives  of 
jealoufy,  ambition  and  avarice ;  and  that  the  con- 
du6i:  of  the  other  was  founded  on  principles  of 
honour,  juftice,  and  moderation :  That  the  vague 
imputations  contained  in  the  king  of  England's 
declaration,  had  in  reality  no  foundation ;  and  the 
very  manner  in  which  they  were  fet  forth,  would 
prove  their  futility  and  falfhood :  That  the  men- 
tion made  of  the  works  at  Dunkirk,  and  the  troops 
affembled  on  the  coafts  of  the  ocean,  implied  the 
moft  grofs  attempt  to  deceive  mankind  into  a  be- 
lief, that  thefe  were  the  points  which  determined 
the  king  of  England  to  iffue  orders  for  feizing  the 
French  veflels;  whereas  the  works  at  Dunkirk 
were  not  begun  till  after  two  French  fhips  of  war 
Jiad  been  taken  by  an  Englifh  fquadron ;  and  de- 
predations had  been  committed  fix  months  upon 
the  fubjects  of  France  before  the  firft  battalipns 
began  their  march  for  the  fea-fide. 

In  a  word,  the  moil  Chriftian  king,  laying  afide   ^       ,, 
that  politenefs  and  decorum  on  which  his  people   on  this 
value  themfelves  above  all  the  nations  upon  the  P'^^^- 
face  of  the  earth,  very  roundly  taxes  his  brother 
monarch's  adminiflration  with  piracy,  perfidy,  in- 
humanity, and  deceit.    A  charge  conveyed  in  fuch 
reproachful  terms,  againft  one  of  the  moft  reipeft- 
3,ble  crov/ned  heads  in  Europe,    will  appear  the 
more  extraordinary  and  injurious,  if  we  confider 
that  the  accufers   were  well  acquainted  with  the      , 
falfity  of  their  own  imputations,   and  at  the  fame 
time  confcious  of  having  pra6lifed  thofe  very  arts 
which  they  affected  fo  much  to  decry.     For,  after 
^ll,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  nothing  could  be  juftly 

urged 
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iftn.  1756.  urged  againfl:  theEngliili  government,  with  refped 
to  France,  except  the  omifllon  of  a  meer  form, 
y/hich  other  nations  might  interpret  into  an  irre- 
gularity, but  could  not  conftrue  into  perfidious 
dealing,  as  the  French  had  previouily  violated  the 
peace  by  their  infolence  and  incroachments. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  opinion  of  other 
nations,  certain  it  is,  the  fubje61:s  of  Great  Britain 
heartily  approved  of  the  hoftilities  committed  and 
intended  againft  a  people,  whom  they  have  always 
confidered  as  their  natural  enemies,  and  the  incen- 
diaries of  Europe.  They  chearfully  contributed  to 
the  expence  of  armaments  *,  and  feemed  to  ap- 
prove of  their  deftination,  in  hope  of  being  able  to 
v/ipe  off  the  difgraces  they  had  fuftained  in  the  de- 
feat of  Braddock,  and  the  lofs  of  Minorca.    The 
laft  event  made  a  deep  impreflion  upon  the  mind$ 
Addrefsof  of  the  community.     An  addrefs  was  ppefented  to 
thecityof  the  king  by  the  lord  mayor,   aldermen,  and  com- 
°^  ''"'     mon  council  of  London,  containing  ftrong  hints  to 
the  difadvantage  of  the  miniftry.    They  expreffed 
their  apprehenfion,   that  the  lofs  of  the  important 
fortrefs  of  St.  Philip  and  iiland  of  Minorca,  pof- 
fefTions  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to  the  commerce 
and  naval  ftrength  of  Great  Britain,  without  any 
attempt  by  timely  and  effedlual  fuccours  to  prevent 
or  defeat  an  attack,  after  fuch  early  notice  of  the 
enem.y*s  intentions,  and  when  his  majefty's  navy 

*  Immediately  after  the  de-  their  produce  lodged  in   the 

claration  of  war,   the  French  bank;    but   in  what  manner 

'     ihips  and   cargoes   which  had  this  money,  amounting   to  a 

been    taken   were   tried,   and  large  fum,  was  diftributed  or 

condemned    as    legal    prizes,  employed,    we   have  not   yet 

expofed  to  public  fale,   and  been  able  to  difcover. 

was 
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Vias  fo  evidently  fuperior  to  theirs,  would  be  an  An,  1756. 
indelible  reproach  on  the  honour  of  the  Britifh  na- 
tion. They  expatiated  upon  the  imminent  danger 
to  which  the  Britifli  poiTeffions  in  America  were 
expofed,  by  the  mifmanagement  and  delays  which 
had  attended  the  defence  of  thofe  invaluable  colo- 
nies, the  objeft  of  the  prefent  war,  the  principal 
fource  of  the  wealth  and  ftrength  of  thefe  kins-- 
doms.  They  lamented  the  want  of  a  conftitu- 
tional  well-regulated  militia,  the  moft  natural  and 
certain  defence  againft  all  invaders  whatfoever. 
They  fignified  their  hope,  that  the  authors  of  the 
late  lofles  and  difappointments  would  be  detefted 
and  brought  to  condign  punifhment ;  that  his  ma- 
jefty's  known  intentions  of  prote6ting  and  defend- 
ing his  fubjeds  in  their  rights  and  polTefilons, 
might  be  faithfully  and  vigoroufly  carried  into  exe- 
cution ;  and  the  large  fupplies,  fo  neceffariiy  de- 
manded, and  fo  chearfuUy  granted,  might  be  reli- 
gioufly  applied  to  the  defence  of  thefe  kingdoms, 
their  colonies,  and  their  commerce,  as  well  as  to  the 
annoyance  of  their  inveterate  and  perfidious  ene- 
mies, the  only  fure  means  of  obtaining  a  lafling  and 
honourable  peace.  In  anfwer  to  this  addrefs  the 
king  afTured  them,  that  he  would  not  fail  to  do 
juiiice  upon  any  perfons  who  fhould  have  been 
wanting  in  their  duty  to  him  and  their  country  j 
to  enforce  obedience  and  difcipline  in  his  fleets 
and  armies  ;  and  to  fupport  the  authority  and  re- 
fpeft  due  to  his  government.  Remonftrances  of 
the  fame  kind  were  prefented  by  different  counties 
and  corporations ;  and  the  populace  clamoured 
aloud  for  inquiry  and  jullice, 

4 

The 
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The  firfl  vidlim  offered  to  the  enraged  multitude 
was  the  unfortunate  general  F— -ke,  who  had  been 
deputy- governor  of  Gibraltar,  and  behaved  with 
remarkable  condud  and  integrity  in  the  exercife  of 
that  important  office,  till  that  period  when  he  fell 
under  the  difpleafure  of  the  government.  He  was 
now  brought  to  trial  before  a  board  of  general  of- 
ficers, and  accufed  of  having  difobeyed  the  orders 
he  had  received  from  the  fecretary  at  war  in  three 
fucceffive  letters  *,  touching  the  relief  of  Minorca. 

Mr/ 

*  to  Lieut.  Gen.  F ke,  or,  in  his  ahfence,  to  the  Co?nmander  in 

Chief  in  his  Majefty's  Gam/on  of  Gibraltar. 
War-Office,  March  21,  1756. 
SIR,  rifon  equal  to  a  battalion,  to 
I  am    commanded   to    ac-  be  commanded    by   a  lieute- 
quaint  you,   that  it  is  his  ma-  nant-colonel  and  major;  fuch 
jefty's  pleafure  that  you  receive  lieutenant-colonel  and    major 
into  your  garrifon  lord  Robert  to  be  the  eldefl:  in  your  garri- 
Bertie's  regiment,  to  do  duty  fon,  to  be  put  on  board  the 
there;   and  in  cafe  you  fhall  fleet  for  the  relief  of  Minorca, 
apprehend  that  the  French  in-  as  the  admiral  fhall  think  ex- 
tend to  make  any  attempt  upon  pedient,  who  is  to  carry  them 
his  majefty's  ifland  of  Minor-  to  the  faid  ifland.     I  am 
ca,  it  is  his  maiefty's  pleafure,  ,^       ,       , ,    „ 
that  you  make  a'detachment  Your  humble  Servant, 
out  of  the  troops  in  your  gar-  .  B. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  F ke,  or,  in  his  ahfence,    to  the  Commander  in 

Chief  at  Gibraltar. 

War-Office,  March  26,   1755. 

SIR,  talion,  commanded  by  a  lieute- 

1   am    commanded  to    ac-  nant-colonel    and    major,    for 

quaint  you,  that  it  is  his  ma-  the  relief  of  that  place,  to  be 

jefty's   pleafure,    in    cafe    the  "put  on  board  the  Heet,  at  the 

ifland  of  Minorca  fhould  be  in  difpofition  of  the  admiral :  fuch 

any   likelihood   of    being  at-  lieutenant-colonel    and    major 

tacked,  that  you  make  a  de-  to  be  the  eldefl  in  your  gar- 

tachment  from  the  troops    in  rifon. 
your  garrifon  eq^ual  to  a  bat- 
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Mr.  F — ke  alledged  in  his  own  defence,  that  the  An.  1756' 
orders  were  confufed  and  contradidlory,  and  im- 
plied a  difcretionary  power:  that  the  whole  number 
of  his  garrifon  did  not  exceed  two  thoufand  fix  hun- 
dred men,  after  he  had  fpared  two  hundred  and 
feventy-five  to  the  fhips  commanded  by  Mr.  Edg- 
cumbe :  that  the  ordinary  duty  of  the  garrifon  re- 
quiring eight  hundred  men,  the  whole  number  was 
not  fufRcient  for  three  reliefs :  that,  if  he  had  detach- 
ed a  battalion  on  board  the  fleet,  he  fhould  not  have 
had  above  two  reliefs,  at  a  time  when  he  believed 
the  place  was  in  danger  of  being  attacked,  for  good 
reafons  which  he  did  not  think  himfelf  at  liberty  to 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  F ke,   or,  in  his  abjence,  to  the  Commander  in 

Chief  in  his  Majejif  s  Garrifon  in  Gibraltar, 

War-Office^  April  I,    1756. 
SIR,  rifon  the  women  and  children 

It  is  his  majefty's  pleafure,     belonging  to  lord  Robert  Ber- 
that  you  receive  into  your  gar-     tie's  regiment. 

To  Lieut.  Gen.  F— — ke,  or  the  Commander  in  Chief  at  Gibraltar. 

War-Office,  Pv^ay  12,  1756. 
SIR,  to  fend  it  to  Mahon ;  and  yoa 
I  wrote  to  you  by  general  are  alfo  to  detain  all  fuch  emp- 
Stewart:  if  that  order  is  not  ty  vefiels  as  ihall  come  into 
complied  with,  then  you  are  your  harbour,  and  keep  them 
now  to  make  a  detachment  of  in  readinefs  for  any  farther 
700  men  out  of  your  own  re-  tranfportation  of  troops.  I  have 
giment  and  Guile's  j  and  alfo  alfo  his  royal  highnefs  the  duke 
another  detachment  out  of  of  Cumberland's  commands  to 
Pulteney's  and  Panmure's  re-  defire,  that  you  will  keep  your 
giments,  and  fend  them  on  garrifon  as  alert  as  poffible, 
board  the  fleet  for  the  relief  during  this  critical  time,  and 
of  Mahon.  But  if  that  order  give  fuch  other  affiftance  as 
has  been  complied  with,  then  may  be  in  your  power  for  the 
you  are  to  make  only  one  de-  relief  of  Minorca;  taking  care, 
tachment  of  700  men,  to  be  however,  not  to  fatigue  or  en- 
commanded  by  another  lieu-  danger  your  own  garrifon, 
tenant- colonel  and  msjor,  and 

mtn- 
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meniion :  that  his  orders  being  doubtful,  he  held 
a  council  of  war,  which  was  of  opinion,  that  as 
undoubted  intelligence  was  received  of  the  French 
army's  being  landed  in  Minorca  to  the  number  of 
between  thirteen  and  fixteen  thoufand  men,  and 
that  a  French  fquadron  of  fixteen  fhips  were  ftation- 
ed  off  the  harbour,  the  fending  a  detachment  equal 
to  a  battalion  from  Gibraltar  would  be  an  ineffeftual 
fupply  for  the  relief  of  the  place,  and  a  weakening 
of  the  garrifon  from  v/hich  they  muft  be  fent.  He 
obferved  that  fuppofmg  the  orders  to  have  been  po- 
litive,  and  feven  hundred  men  detached  to  Minorca, 
the  number  remaining  at  Gibraltar  would  not  have 
exceeded  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-fix  ; 
a  deduftion  of  feven  hundred  more,  according  to 
the  order  of  May  the  twelfth,  would  have  left  a 
remainder  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty-fix  :  that  the 
men  daily  on  duty  in  the  garrifon,  including  ar- 
tificers and  labourers  in  the  king's  works,  amount- 
ed to  eight  hundred  and  thirty- nine  ;  fo  that  if  he 
had  complied  with  the  orders  as  they  arrived,  he 
would  not  have  had  more  than  feventeen  men  over 
and  above  the  number  necefiary  for  the  daily  work 
of  the  garrifon:  thus  the  important  fortrefs  of 
Gibraltar  muft,  at  this  critical  conjunflure,  have 
been  left  almoft  naked  and  defencelefs  to  the  at- 
tempts of  the  enemy  ;  and  had  thole  detachments 
been  actually  fent  aboard,  it  afterwards  appeared 
that  they  could  not  have  been  landed  on  the  ifiand 
of  Minorca.     The   order  tranfmitted  to  general 

F ke  to  detain  all  empty  vefiels,  for  a  farther 

tranfportation  of  troops,  feems  to  have  been  fuper- 
fiuGus ;  for  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed  he  could 
haveoccafion  for  them,  unlefs  to  embark  the  v/hole 

garri- 
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garrifon,  and  abandon  the  place.  It  feems  likewife  A"-  '75^' 
to  have  been  unneceflary  to  exhort  the  general  to 
keep  his  garrifon  as  alert  as  poiTible,  during  that 
Critical  time  ;  inafmuch  as  it  would  have  been  im- 
poflible  for  the  men  to  have' eajoyed  the  leaft  re- 
pofe  or  intermiffion  of  duty,  had  the  orders  been 
pundually  and  literally  obeyed.  What  other  af- 
fiflance  it  might  have  been  in  the  governor's  power 
to  give  for  the  relief  of  Minorca,  or  in  v/hat  manner 
he  could  avoid  fatiguing  his  garrifon,  while  there 
was  an  impoflibility  of  relieving  the  guards,  it  is 
not  eafy  to  comprehend.  Be  that  as  it  may,  when 
the  trial  was  finifhed,  and  the  queftion  put  to  ac- 
quit or  fufpend  for  one  year,  the  court  was  equally 
divided ;  and  in  fuch  cafes  the  cafting  vote  being 
vefted  in  the  prefident,  he  threw  it  into  the  fcale 
againft  the  prifoner,  whom  his  majefty  thought  fit 
to  difmifs  from  his  fervice. 

The  expedation  of  the  public  was  now  eagerly  Affaiis  of 
turned  towards  America,  the  chief  if  not  the  fole  America, 
fcene  of  our  military  operations.  On  the  twenty- 
fifth  day  of  June,  Mr.  Abercrombie  arrived  at  Al- 
bany, the  frontier  of  New  York,  and  aflTumed  the 
command  of  the  forces  there  afiembled,  confifting 
of  two  regiments  which  had  ferved  under  Brad- 
dock,  two  battalions  raifed  in  America,  two  regi- 
ments now  tranfported  from  England,  four  inde- 
pendent companies  which  had  been  many  years 
maintained  in  New  York,  the  New  Jerfey  regiment, 
four  companies  levied  in  North  Carolina,  and  a 
body  of  provincial  forces  raifed  by  the  government 
of  New  England.  Thofe  to  the  fouthward,  includ- 
ing Penfyivania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  had  not 
yet  determined  on  any  regular  plan  of  operation. 
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An. 1756.  and  were  moreover  hard  preffed  in  defending  their 
weftern  frontier  from  the  French  and  Indians,  who, 
in  fculking  parties,  made  fudden  irruptions  upon 
their  unguarded  fettlements,  burning,  pkindering, 
and  maiTacring  with  the  moft  favage  inhumanity. 
As  for  South  Carolina,  the  proportion  of  Negro- 
flaves  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants,  was  fo 
great  in  that  colony,  that  the  government  could  not, 
"With  any  regard  to  the  fafety  of  the  province,  fpare 
any  reinforcement  for  the  general  enterprize.  The 
plan  of  this  undertaking  had  been  fettled  the  pre- 
ceding year  in  a  council  of  war  held  at  New  York. 
Here  it  was  refolved  to  attack  the  fort  of  Niagara, 
fituated  between  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  in 
order  to  cut  off  the  communication  between  Ca- 
nada and  Louifiana,  and  prevent  the  French  from 
fupporting  their  new  fortreffes  on  the  Ohio ;  to 
reduce  Ticonderago  and  Crown-Point,  fo  that  the 
frontier  of  New  York  might  be  delivered  from  the 
danger  of  an  invafion,  and  Great  Britain  become 
mafter  of  the  lake  Champlain,  over  which  the 
forces  might  be  tranfported  in  any  future  attempt  j 
to  befiege  Fort  Du  Qiiefne  upon  the  Ohio ;  and  to 
detach  a  body  of  troops,  by  the  river  Kennebec,  to 
alarm  the  capital  of  Canada.  This  plan  was  too 
extenfive  for  the  number  of  troops  which  had  been 
» prepared :  the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced  before 
the  regiments  arrived  from  E/igland,  the  different 
colonies  were  divided  in  their  opinions,  and  Mr. 
Abercrombie  poftponcd  the  execution  of  any  im- 
portant fcheme  till  th<t  arrival  of  lord  Loudon,  who 
was  daily  expeded.  The  reafons  that  delayed  the 
reinforcement,  and  detained  his  lordfhip  fo  long, 
we  do  not  pretend  to  explain  ;  though  we  may  be 
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allowed  to  obferve,  that  many  fair  opportunities 
have  been  loll  by  the  negledl  and  procraftination 
of  an  Englifh  miniftry.  Certain  it  is,  the  unac- 
countable delay  of  this  armament  rendered  it  ufe- 
lefs  for  a  whole  year,  afforded  time  and  leifure  to 
the  enemy  to  take  their  precautions  againft  any 
fubfequent  attack,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  pro- 
ceed unmolefted  in  diilreffing  the  Britifh  fettle- 
ments. 

Even  before  this  period,  they  had  attacked  and 
reduced  a  fmall  poll  in  the  cou^.try  of  the  Five  Na- 
tions, occupied  by  twenty-five  Englifhmen,  who 
were  cruelly  butchered  to  a  man,  in  the  midfl  of 
thofe  Indians  whom  Great  Britain  had  long  num- 
bered among  her  allies. 

Soon  after  this  expedition,  having  received  intel- 
ligence that  a  confiderable  convoy  of  provifions 
and  ftores,  for  the  garrifon  at  Ofwego,  would  in  a 
little  time  fet  out  from  Schenedady,  and  be  con- 
veyed in  battoes  up  the  river  Onondaga,  they 
formed  an  ambufcade  among  the  woods  and 
thickets  on  the  north  fide  of  that  river  ;  but,  un- 
derflanding  the  convoy  had  pafTed  before  they 
reached  the  place,  they  refolved  to  wait  the  return 
of  the  detachment.  Their  defign,  however,  was 
fruftrated  by  the  vigilance  and  valour  of  colonel 
Bradilreet,  who  expefted  fuch  an  attempt,  and  had 
taken  his  meafures  accordingly.  On  the  third  day 
of  July,  while  he  ftemmed  the  llream  of  the  river, 
with  his  battoes  formed  into  three  divifions,  they 
were  faiuted  with  the  Indian  war-whoop,  and  a  ge- 
neral difcharge  of  mufquetry  from  the  north-fhore. 
Bradilreet  immediately  ordered  his  men  to  land  on 
the  oppofite  bank,  and  with  a  few  of  the  foremofl 
Z  2  took 
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An. 1 756.  took  pofleffion  of  a  fmall  ifland,  where  he  wa's 
forthwith  attacked  by  a  party  of  the  enemy,  who 
had  forded  the  river  for  that  purpofe ;  but  thefe 
were  foon  repulfed.  Another  body  having  pafled 
a  mile  higher,  he  advanced  to  them  at  the  head  of 
two  hundred  men,  and  fell  upon  them,  fword  in 
hand,  with  fuch  vigour,  that  many  were  killed  on 
the  fpot,  and  the  reft  driven  into  the  river  wdth 
fuch  precipitation,  that  a  confiderable  number  of 
them  was  drowned.  Having  received  informa- 
tion that  a  third  body  of  them  had  pafled  at  a  ford 
ftill  higher,  he  marched  thither  without  hefitation, 
and  purfued  them  to  the  other  fide,  where  they 
were  entirely  routed  and  difperfed.  In  this  adtion, 
which  lafted  near  three  hours,  about  feventy  of  the 
battoe-men  were  killed  or  wounded:  but  the  ene- 
my loft  double  the  number  killed,  and  above  fe-; 
venty  taken  prifoners.  In  all  probability  the  whole 
detachment  of  French,  amounting  to  feven  hundred 
men,  would  have  been  cut  off",  had  not  a  heavy  rain 
interpofed,  and  difabled  colonel  Bradftreet  from 
following  his  blow  -,  for  that  fame  night  he  was 
joined  by  captain  Patten,  with  his  grenadiers,  in 
his  march  from  Oneida  to  Ofwego,  and  next  morn- 
ing reinforced  with  two  hundred  men,  detached 
to  his  affiftance  from  the  garrifon  of  Ofwego:  but 
by  this  time  the  rivulets  were  fo  fwelled  by  the 
rain,  that  it  v/as  found  imprafticable  to  purfue  the 
enemy  through  the  v/oods  and  thickets. 

Patte^i  and  his  grenadiers  accompanied  the  de- 
tachment to  Ofwego,  while  Bradftreet  purfued  his 
voyage  to  Schenedady  ;  from  whence  he  repaired 
to  Albany,  and  communicated  to  general  Aber- 
crombie  the  intelligence  he  had  received  from  the 
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pnfoners,  importing,  that  a  large  body  of  the  ene-   An.  1756* 
my  were  encamped  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  lake 
Ontario,  provided  with  artillery,  and  all  other  im- 
plements,   to  beliege  the  fort  of  Ofwego. 

In  confeqiience  of  this  information,  major-gene- 
ral Webb  was  ordered  to  hold  himfelf  in  readinefs 
to  march  with  one  regiment  to  the  relief  of  that 
garrifon;  but,  before  they  could  be  provided  with 
neceflaries,  the  earl  of  Loudon  arrived  at  the  head-  The  earl 
quarters  at  Albany,  on  the  twenty  ninth  day  of  of  Lou- 
July.    The  army  at  this  time  is  faid  to  have  con-     .  "  ^^' 

•'J  J  rives  at 

lifted  of  regular  troops  to  the  number  of  two  thou-  New 
fand  fix  hundred,  about  feven  thoufand  provin-  ^0^^' 
cials,  fuppofed  to  be  in  readinefs  to  march  from 
Fort  William  Henry,  under  the  command  of  gene- 
ral Window,  over  and  above  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  battoe-men  at  Albany  and  Schenectady. 
The  garrifon  at  Ofwego  amounted  to  fourteen-hun- 
dred  foldiers,  befides  three  hundred  workmen  and 
faiiors,  either  in  the  fort,  or  pofted  in  fmall  parties 
between  the  fort  and  a  place  called  Burnet's  field, 
to  fecure  a  fafe  pafTage  through  the  country  of  the 
Six  Nations,  upon  whofe  friendfhip  there  was  no  lon- 
ger any  reliance.  By  the  beft  accounts  received  of 
the  enemy's  force,  they  had  about  three  thoufand 
men  at  Crown  Point  and  Ticonderagoupon  the  lake 
Champlain  :  but  their  chief  ftrength  was  collected 
upon  the  banks  of  the  lake  Ontario,  where  their 
purpofe  undoubtedly  was  to  reduce  the  Englilli 
fort  at  Ofwego.  The  immediate  obje<5t,  therefore,, 
of  lord  Loudon's  attention  was  the  relief  of  this 
place  :  but  his  defign  was  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  by 
the  province  of  New  York,  and  other  northern 
governments,  who  were  much  more  intent  upon 
Z   2  the. 
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An.  1756.  the  reduftion  of  Crown-Point,  and  the  fecurity  of 
their  own  frontiejs,  which  they  apprehended  was 
connefted  with  this  conqueft.  They  infifted  upon 
Winfiow's  being  joined  by  feme  regiments  of  re- 
gular troops  before  he  fnould  march  againft  this 
fortrefs  ;  and  ftipulated,  that  a  body  of  referve 
fhould  be  detained  at  Albany,  for  the  defence  of 
that  frontier,  in  cafe  Winflow  fhould  fail  in  his  en- 
terprize,  and  be  defeated.  At  length  they  agreed, 
that  the  regiment  which  Mr.  Abercrombie  had 
deftined  for  that  purpofe,  fhould  be  detached  to 
the  relief  of  Ofwego ;  and  on  the  twelfth  day  of 
Augufl  major-general  Webb  began  his  march  with 
it  from  Albany  :  but  on  his  arrival  at  the  Carrying- 
place,  between  the  Mohock's  river  and  Wood's 
creek,  he  received  the  difagreeable  news  thatOfv/e- 
go  was  taken,  and  the  garrifon  made  prifoners  of 
war.  Mr.  Webb,  apprehending  himfelf  in  danger 
of  being  attacked  by  the  befieging  army,  began 
imm.ediately  to  render  the  creek  impalTable,  even 
to  canoes,  by  felling  trees,  and  throwing  them  into 
the  ftream ;  while  the  enemy,  ignorant  of  his 
numbers,  and  apprehenfive  of  a  like  vifitation  from 
him,  took  the  very  fame  method  of  preventing  his 
approach  :  in  confequsnce  of  this  apprehenfion,  he 
was  permitted  to  retire  unmolefted. 

The  lofs  of  the  two  fmall  forts,  called  Ontario 
and  Ofwego,  was  a  confiderable  national  misfor- 
tiine.  They  were  erefted  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
great  lake  Ontario,  {landing  on  oppofite  fides,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Onondago  river,  that  difcharges 
itfelf  into  the  lake,  and  conftituted  a  poll  of  great 
importance,  where  vefTels  had  been  built,  to  cruife 
upon  the  lake,  which  is  a  kind  of  inland  fea,  and 

inter- 
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interrupt  the  commerce  as  well  as  the  motions  and   An.  1756. 
defigns  of  the  enemy.     The  garrifon,  as  we  have 
already  obferved,  confifled  of  fourteen   hundred 
men,  chiefly  militia  and  new-raifed  recruits,  under 
the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel  Mercer,  an  of- 
ficer of  courage  and  experience  :  but  the  fituation 
of  the  forts  was  very  ill  chofen ;  the  materials  moft- 
ly  timber,  or  logs  of  wood  ;   the  defences  wretch- 
edly contrived,   and  unfiniflied;   and,  in  a  word, 
the  place  altogether  untenable  againft  any  regular 
approach,     Such  were  the  forts  which  the  enemy 
wifely  refolved  to  reduce.     Being  under  no  appre- 
henfion  for  Crown-Point,  they  afiembled  a  body  of 
troops,   confifting  of   thirteen  hundred  regulars, 
feventeen  hundred  Canadians,  and  a  confiderable 
number  of  Indian  auxiliaries,  under  the  command 
of  the  marquis  de  Montcalm,  a  vigilant  and  enter- 
prifmg  officer,  to  whom  the  condudl  of  the  fiege 
was  intrufted  by  the  marquis  de  Vaudrueil,  gover- 
nor and  lieutenant-general  of  New  France.     The 
firft  ftep  taken  by  Montcalm  was  to  block  up  Of- 
wego  by  water  with  two  large  armed  veflels,  and 
poll  a  ilrong  body  of  Canadians  on   the  road  be- 
tween Albany  and  the  forts,  to  cut  off  all  commu- 
nication of  futcour  and  intelligence.    In  the  mean 
time,  he  embarked  his  artillery  and  flores  upon  the 
lake,  and  landed  them  in  the  bay  of  Nixouri,  the 
place  of  general  rendezvous.     At  another  creek, 
within  half  a  league  of  Ofwego,   he  erefted  a  bat- 
tery for  the  proteflion  of  his  vefiels ;  and  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  Augufl,   at  midnight,  after  his  dif- 
pofitions  had  been  made,   he  opened  the  trenches 
before  Fort  Ontario.     The  garrifon,  having  fired 
away  all  their  (hells  and  ammunition,  fpiked  up  the 
Z  4  can- 
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An.  1756.   cannon,  and,  deferting  the  fort,  retired  next  day 
acrofs  the  river  into  Ofwego,  which  was  even  more 
expofed  than  the  other,  efpecially  when  the  enemy 
had  taken  pofTeffion  of  Ontario,  from  whence  they 
immediately  began  to  fire   without  intermiflion. 
Colonel  Mercer  being,  on  the  thirteenth,  killed  by 
a  cannon-ball,   the  fort  deftitute  of  all  cover,  the 
oSicers  divided  in  opinion,  and  the  garrifon  in  con- 
fufion,  they  next  day  demanded  a  capitulation,  and 
Ofwego      furrendered  prifoners  of  war,  on  condition,  that 
b-'^'h^^      they  Ihould  be  exempted  from  plunder,  conduced 
eiiemy,       to  Montreal,  and  treated  with  humanity.    Thefe 
conditions,  however,  the  marquis  did  not  punc- 
tually obferve.    The  Britifh  oflicers  and  foldiers 
were  infulted  by  the  favage  Indians,  who  robbed 
them   of  their   cloaths   and  baggage,    maflfacred 
feveral  men  as  they  flood  defencelefs  on  the  pa- 
rade, afTaffinated  lieutenant  De  la  Court  as  he  lay 
wounded  in  his  tent, "  under  the  proteftion  of  a 
French  officer,  and  barbaroufly  fcalped  all  the  fick 
*  people  in  the  hofpital :  finally,  Montcalm,  in  direct 

violation  of  the  articles,  as  well  as  in  contempt  of 
common  humanity,  delivered  up  above  twenty  men 
of  the  garrifon  to  the  Indians,  in  lieu  of  the  fame 
number  they  had  loft  during  the  fiege  -,  and,  in  all 
probability,  thefe  miferable  captives  were  put  to 
death  by  thofe  barbarians  with  the  mofl  excru- 
ciating tortures,  according  to  the  execrable  cuflom 
of  the  country. 

Thofe  who  countenance  the  perpetration  of  cruel- 
ties, at  which  human  nature  fliudders  with  horror, 
ought  to  be  branded  as  infamous  to  all  pofterity. 
Such,  however,  are  the  trophies  that,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  American  war,  have  diftinguiflied  the  ope- 
5  rations 
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rations  of  a  people  who  pique  themfelves  upon 
politenefs,  and  the  virtues  of  humanity. 

The  prifoners  taken  at  Ofwego,  after  having 
been  thus  barbaroufly  treated,  were  conveyed  in 
battoes  to  Montreal,  where  they  had  no  reafon  to 
complain  of  their  reception  -,  and,  before  the  end 
of  the  year,  they  were  exchanged.  The  vidors 
immediately  demolifhed  the  two  forts  (if  they  de- 
ferved  that  denomination),  in  which  they  found 
one  hundred  and  twenty-one  pieces  of  artillery, 
fourteen  mortars,  with  a  great  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition, warlike  ftores,  and  provilion,  befides  two 
floops  and  two  hundred  battoes,  which  likewife  fell 
into  their  hands.  Such  an  important  magazine, 
depofited  in  a  place  altogether  indefenfible,  and 
without  the  reach  of  immediate  fuccour,  was  a  fla- 
grant proof  of  egregious  folly,  temerity,  and  mif- 
conduft. 

The  earl  of  Loudon,  finding  the  feafon  too  far 
'  advanced  to  admit  of  any  enterprize  againft  the 
enemy,  exerted  all  his  endeavours  in  making  pre- 
parations for  an  early  campaign  in  the  fpring,  in 
fecuring  the  frontiers  of  the  Englifh  colonies,  in 
forming  an  uniform  plan  of  a6tion,  and  promoting 
a  fpirit  of  harmony  among  the  different  govern- 
ments, which  had  been  long  divided  by  jarring  in- 
terefts,   and  other  fources  of  diffention. 

Mean  while,  the  forts  Edward  and  William 
Henry  were  put  in  a  proper  pofture  of  defence, 
~  and  fecured  with  numerous  garrifons  ;  and  the 
forces  put  into  winter-quarters  at  Albany,  where 
comfortable  barracks  were  built  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 
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Fort  Granville,  on  the  confines  of  Penfylvania, 
an  inconfiderable  blockhoufe,  was  furprifed  by  a 
party  of  French  and  Indians,  who  made  the  garri- 
fon  prifoners,  confifting  of  two  and  twenty  foldiers, 
with  a  few  women  and  children.  Thefe  they  load- 
ed with  flour  and  provifion,  and  drove  into  capti- 
vity ;  but  the  fort  they  reduced  to  afhes. 

Many  fhocking  murders  were  perpetrated  upon 
defencelefs  people,  without  diltindtion  of  age  or 
fex,  in  different  parts  of  the  frontiers :  but  thefe 
outrages  were  in  fome  meafure  ballanced  by  the 
advantages  refulting  from  a  treaty  of  peace,  which 
the  governor  of  Penfylvania  concluded  with  the 
Delaware  Indians,  a  powerful  tribe  that  dwell  upon 
the  river  Safquehanna,  forming,  as  it  were,  a  line 
along  the  fouthern  fkirts  of  the  province.  At  the 
fame  time  the  governor  of  Virginia  fecured  the 
friendlhip  and  alliance  of  the  Cherokees  and  Ca- 
tawbas,  two  powerful  nations  adjoining  to  that  co- 
lony, who  were  able  to  bring  three  thoufand  fight- 
ing men  into  the  field.  All  thefe  circumftances 
confidered,  Great  Britain  had  reafon  to  exped  that 
the  enfuing  campaign  would  be  vigoroufly  profe- 
cuted  in  America,  efpeciaily  as  a  frefh  reinforce- 
ment of  troops,  with  a  great  fupply  of  warlike 
ftores,  v/as  fent  to  that  country  in  fourteen  tranf- 
ports,  under  convoy  of  two  fhips  of  war,  which 
failed  from  Cork  in  Ireland  about  the  beginning  of 
November. 
Naval  No  aftion  of  great  importance  diilinguifhed  the 

tranfac-  naval  tranfaftions  of  this  year  on  the  fide  of  Ame- 
thTtcoun-  ^^^^-  ^"  ^^^  beginning  of  June  captain  Spry,  who 
try.  commanded  a  fmall  fquadron,  .cruifing  offLouif- 

bourg,  in  the  ifland  of  Cape  Brecon,  took  the  Arc 

en 
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en  Ceil,  a  French  fhip  of  fifty  guns,  having  on 
board  near  fix  hundred  men,  with  a  large  quantity 
of  llores  and  provifions  for  the  garrifon.  He  like- 
wife  made  prize  of  another  French  (hip  with  feven- 
ty  foldiers,  two  hundred  barrels  of  powder,  two 
large  brafs  mortars,  and  other  flores  of  the  like 
deitination. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  July  commodore 
Holmes,  being  in  the  fame  latitude,  with  two 
large  fhips  and  a  couple  of  floops,  engaged  two 
French  fhips  of  the  line  and  four  frigates,  and 
obliged  them  to  fheer  off,  after  an  obftinate  dif- 
pute. 

A  great  number  of  privateers  were  equipped  in 
this  country,  as  v/ell  as  in  the  Wefl  India  illands 
belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  j  and  as 
thefe  feas  fwarmed  with  French  velTels,  their  cruizes 
proved  very  advantageous  to  the  adventurers. 

Scenes  of  flill  higher  import  were  this  year  afted   Tranfac-i 
by  the  Britifh  arms  in  the  Eafl  Indies.     The  cefTa-   ti^ns  in 
tion  of  hoflihties  between  the  Englifh  and  French   ^"^^.^^^ 
companies  on  the  peninfula  of  Indus,  though  it  en- 
couraged Mr.  Chve  to  vifit  his  native  country,  was 
not  of  long  duration :  for  in  a  few  months  both 
fides  recommenced  their  operations,  no  longer  as 
auxiliaries  to  the  princes  of  the  country,  but  as 
principals  and  rivals,  both  in  arms  and  commerce. 
Major  Laurence,  who  now  enjoyed  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  Englifh  forces,  obtained  divers  ad- 
vantages over  the  enemy  ;   and  profecuted  his  fuc- 
cefs  with  fuch  vigour,  as,  in  all  probability,  would 
in  a  little  time  have  terminated  the  war  according 
to  his  ov/n  wifh,  when  the  progrels  of  his  arms  was., 
interrupted  and  fulpended  by  an  unfortunate  event 

at 
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at  Calcutta,  the  caufc  of  which  is  not  eafily  ex- 
plained :  for  extraordinary  pains  have  been  taken 
to  throw  a  veil  over  fome  tranfa6lions,  from  whence 
this  calamity  was  immediately  or  remotely  de- 
rived. 

A  negotiation  was  renewed  between  the  Englifli 
and  French  companies,  when  Suzajud-Douza,  vice- 
roy of  Bengal,  Bakar,  and  Orixa,  taking  umbrage  at 
the  refufal  of  certain  duties,  to  which  he  laid  claim, 
being  particularly  incenfed  at  the  Englilh  governor 
of  Calcutta  for  having  granted  prote6tion  to  one  of 
his  fubjefts  whom  he  had  outlawed,  and  moreover 
irritated  by  other  paftices  of  the  company,  which 
we  cannot  pretend  to  unfold,  he  levied  a  numerous 
army,  andm.arching  to  Calcutta,  invefled  the  place, 
which  was  then  in  no  pofture  of  defence.  The  go- 
vernor, intimidated  by  the  number  and  power  of 
the  enemy,  abandoned  the  fort,  and  with  fome 
principal  perfons  refiding  in  the  fettlement,  took 
refuge  on  board  a  fhip  in  the  river,  carrying  along 
with  them  their  mofl  valuable  effedts  and  the  books 
of  the  company.  Thus  the  defence  of  the  place 
devolved  to  Mr.  Holwtll,  the  fecond  in  command, 
who  with  the  affiftance  of  a  few  gallant  officers, 
and  a  very  feeble  garrifon,  maintained  it  with  un- 
common courage  and  refolution  againft  feveral  at- 
tacks, until  he  was  overpowered  by  numbers,  and 
the  enemy  had  forced  their  v/ay  into  the  caftle. 
Then  he  was  obliged  to  fubmit  •,  and  the  fuba,  or 
viceroy,  promifed,  on  the  word  of  a  foldier,  that  no 
injury  fhould  be  done  to  him  or  his  garrifon. 

Neverthelefs,  they  were  all  driven,  to  the  number 
of  one  hundred  and  forty- fix  perfons  of  both  fexes, 
into  a  place  called  the  black-hole  priibn,   a  cube  of 

about 


GEORGE    II,  165 

about  eighteen  feet,  walled  up  to  the  eaftward  and  An.  1756. 
fouthward,  the  only  quarters  from  which  they  could  Deplo- 
expeft  the  lead  refrefhing  air,  and  open  to  the  rablefate 
weftward  by  two  windows  ftrongly  barred  with  vvho  pe- 
iron,  through  v/hich  there  was  no  perceptible  cir-  n{hed  in 
culation.  The  humane  reader  will  conceive  with  ^gon"  ' 
horror  the  miferable  fituation  to  which  they  mufl 
have  been  reduced,  when  thus  flewed  up  in  a  clofe 
fultry  night  under  fuch  a  climate  as  that  of  Bengal, 
efpecially  when  he  reflects  that  many  of  them  were 
wounded,  and  all  of  them  fatigued  with  hard  duty. 
Tranfported  with  rage  to  find  themfelves  thus  bar- 
baroufly  cooped  up  in  a  place  where  they  muft  be 
expofed  to  fuffocation,  thofe  haplefs  vidims  endea- 
voured to  force  open  the  door,  that  they  might 
rufh  upon  the  fwords  of  the  barbarians  by  whom 
they  were  furrounded  :  but  all  their  efforts  were 
ineffecflual  -,  the  door  was  made  to  open  inwards, 
and  being  once  Ihut  upon  them,  the  crowd  prelTed 
upon  it  fo  ftrongly  as  to  render  all  their  endeavours 
abortive:  then  they  were  overwhelmed  with  di- 
ftradlion  and  defpair.  Mr.  Holweil,  who  had  placed 
himfelf  at  one  of  the  windows,  accofted  a  Jem- 
mautdaar,  or  ferjeant  of  the  Indian  guard,  and 
having  endeavoured  to  excite  his  compafHon,  by 
drawing  a  pathetic  picture  of  their  fufferings,  pro- 
mifed  to  gratify  him  with  a  thoufand  rupees  in  the 
morning  if  he  could  find  means  to  remove  one  half 
of  them  into  a  feparate  apartment.  The  foldier, 
allured  by  the  promife  of  fuch  a  reward,  affiired 
him  he  would  do  his  endeavour  for  their  relief,  and 
retired  for  that  purpofe  •,  but  in  a  few  minutes  re- 
turned, and  told  him  that  the  fuba,  by  whofe  order 
alone  fuch  a  Hep  could  be  taken,  was  afleep,  and 

no 
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no  perfon  durfl:  difturb  his  repofe.  By  this  time  a 
profufe  fweat  had  broke  out  on  every  individual, 
and  this  was  attended  with  an  infatiable  thirft^ 
which  became  the  more  intolerable  as  the  body 
was  drained  of  its  moifture.  In  vain  thofe  mife- 
rable  objeds  ftripped  themfelves  of  their  cloaths, 
fquatted  down  on  their  hams,  and  fanned  the  air 
with  their  hats  to  produce  a  refrefhing  undulation. 
Many  were  unable  to  rife  again  from  this  pofture, 
but  falling  down  were  trod  to  death  or  fuffocated. 
The  dreadful  fymptom  of  thirll  was  now  accom- 
panied with  a  difficulty  of  refpiration,  and  every  in- 
dividual gafped  for  breath.  Their  defpair  became 
outrageous :  again  they  attempted  to  force  the  door, 
and  provoke  the  guard  to  fire  upon  them  by  exe- 
cration and  abufe.  The  cry  of  "  Water !  Water !  " 
ilTued  from  every  mouth.  Even  the  Jemmautdaar 
was  moved  to  compaffion  at  their  diftrefs.  He  or- 
dered his  foldiers  to  bring  fome  ikins  of  water, 
which  ferved  only  to  enrage  the  appetite  and  in- 
creafe  the  general  agitation.  There  was  no  other 
way  of  conveying  it  through  the  windows  but  by 
hats,  and  this  was  rendered  ineiTeftual  by  the  eager- 
nefs  and  tranfports  of  the  wretched  prifoners,  who 
at  fight  of  it  ftruggled  and  raved  even  into  fits  of 
delirium.  In  confequence  of  thefe  contefls,  very 
little  reached  thofe  that  flood  nearefl  the  windows, 
while  the  refl  at  the  farther  end  of  the  prifon  were 
totally  excluded  from  all  relief,  and  continued 
caUing  upon  their  friends  for  afTiflance,  and  con- 
juring them  by  all  the  tender  ties  of  pity  and  af- 
feftion.  To  thofe  who  v/ere  indulged,  it  proved 
pernicious  -,  for,  inftead  of  allaying  their  thirfb,  it 
enraged  their  impatience  for  more.     The  confu- 

fion 
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fion  became  general  and  horrid  :  all  was  clamour  An.  1756. 
and  conteft  :  thole  who  were  at  a  diftance  endea- 
voured to  force  their  paflage  to  the  window,  and 
the  weak  were  preffed  down  to  the  ground,  never 
to  rife  again.  The  inhuman  ruffians  without,  de- 
rived entertainment  from  their  mifei7  :  they  fup- 
plied  the  prilbners  with  more  water,  and  held  up 
lights  clofe  to  the  bars,  that  they  might  enjoy  the 
inhuman  pleafure  of  feeing  them  fight  for  the  bane- 
ful indulgence.  Mr.  Holwell,  feeing  all  his  parti- 
cular friends  lying  dead  around  him,  and  trampled 
upon  by  the  fiving,  finding  himfelf  wedged  up  fo 
clofe  as  to  be  deprived  of  all  motion,  begged,  as 
the  laft  inftance  of  their  regard,  that  they  would 
remove  the  preflure,  and  allow  him  to  retire  from 
the  window,  that  he  might  die  in  quiet.  Even  in 
thofe  dreadful  circumftances,  which  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  levelled  all  diilindion,  the  poor  deli- 
rious wretches  manifefted  a  refpe6t  for  his  rank  and 
charader.  They  forthwith  gave  way,  and  he 
forced  his  pafiage  into  the  center  of  the  place, 
which  was  not  crowded  fo  much ;  becaufe,  by  this 
time,  about  one  third  of  the  number  had  perifhed, 
and  lay  in  little  Compafs  on  the  floor,  while  the  reft 
ftill  crowded  to  both  windows.  He  retired  to  a 
platform  at  the  farther  end  of  the  room,  and,  lying 
down  upon  fome  of  his  dead  friends,  recommended 
his  foul  to  heaven.  Here  his  thirft  grew  infup- 
portable  :  his  difficulty  in  breathing  increafed,  and 
he  was  feized  with  a  flrong  palpitation.  Thefe 
violent  fymptoms,  which  he  could  not  bear,  urged 
him  to  make  another  efibrt :  he  forced  his  way 
back  to  the  window,  and  cried  aloud,  "  Water! 
for  God's  fake  ! "     He  had  been  fnppofcd  already 

dead 
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An.  1756.   dead  by  his  wretched  companions ;    but  finding 
hii^i  ftill  alive,  they  exhibited  another  extraordinary 
pr^of  of  tendernefs    and  regard  to   his   perfon  : 
*'  Give  him  water,"  they  cried ;  nor  would  one  of 
them  attempt  to  touch  it  until  he  had  drank.    He 
now  breathed   more  freely,  and  the   palpitation 
ceafed :  but  finding  himfelf  ftill  more  thirfty  after 
drinking,  he  abftained  from  water,  and  moiftened 
his  mouth  from  time  to  time  by  fucking  the  per« 
fpiration  from  his  fhirt-fleeves  *.     The  miferable 
prifoners,  perceiving  that  water  rather  aggravated 
than  relieved  their  diftrefs,  grew  clamorous  for  air, 
and  repeated  their  infults  to  the  guard,  loading 
the  fuba  and  his  governor  with  the  moll  virulent 
reproach.     From   railing,   they   had  recourfe   ta 
prayer,    befeeching  heaven  to  put  an  end  to  their 
mifery.    They  now  began  to  drop  on  all  hands  ; 
but  then  a  fteam  arofe  from  the  living,   and  the 
dead,   as  pungent  and  volatile  as  fpirit  of  hartf- 
horn ;  fo  that  all  who  could  not  approach  the  win- 
dows were  fuffocated.    Mr.  Holwell,  being  weary 
of  life,   retired  once  more  to  the  platform,   and 
flretched  himfelf  by  the  reverend  Mr.  Jervas  Bel- 
lamy, who,  together  with  his  fon,  a  lieutenant,  lay 
dead  in  each  other's  embrace.     In  this  fituation 
he  was  foon  deprived  of  fenfe,  and  lay  to  all  ap- 
pearance dead  till  day  broke,  when  his  body  was 
difcovered,   and  removed  by  his  furviving  friends 
to  one  of  the  windows,  where  the  frefh  air  revived 
him,   and  he  was  reftored  to  his  fight  and  fenfes. 

*  In  his  defpair  of  obtain-  intolerably  bicter ;  whereas  the 

ing  water,  this  unhappy  gen-  moillure  that  flowed  from  the 

tleman  had  attempted  to  drink  pores    of  his   body  was   foft, 

his  own  urine;    but  found  it  pleafant,  and  refrefhing. 

The 
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The  fuba,  at  lad,  being  informed  that  the  greater  An.  1756. 
part  of  the  prifoners  were  furFocated,  inquired  if 
the  chief  was  alive-,  and  being  anfwered  in  the  af- 
firmative, Tent  an  order  for  their  immediate  releafe, 
when  no  more  than  twenty-three  fiirvived  of  an 
hundred  and  forty-fix  who  had  entered  alive. 

Nor  was  the  late  deliverance,   even  of  thefe  few,    ^j^ij^jg. 
ov/ing  to  any  fentiment  of  companion  in  the  vi:e-    nal  cruel- 
roy.     He  had  received  intimation,  that  there  wi.3    -J"  ^-^°f- 

a  confiderable  treafure  fecreted  in  the  foit.  and  that    t,^'   -~' , 

Mr.  tuL^ 

Mr.  Hoiwell  knew  the  place  v/here  it  was  depo-  well. 
fited.  That  o-entleman,  who,  with  his  furviving; 
companions,  had  been  feized  wich  a  putrid  fever, 
immediately  upon  their  releafe,  was  dragged  in  that 
condition  before  the  inhuman  fuba,  who  quellioned 
him  about  tl\e  treafure,  which  cxifted  no  where 
but  in  his  ov/n  imagination  ,  and  v/ould  give  no 
credit  to  his  proteftations,  when  he  folemnly  de- 
clared he  knew  of  no  fuch  depofit.  Mr.  Hol'-'-v'eli 
and  three  of  his  friends  were  loaded  with  fetters, 
and  conveyed  three  miles  to  the  Indian  camp, 
where  they  lay  all  night,  expofed  to  a  fevere  rain  : 
next  morning  they  were  brought  back  to  town, 
flill  manacled,  under  the  fcorching  beams  of  a  fun 
intenfely  hot  •,  and  muii  infallibly  have  expired, 
had  not  nature  expelled  the  fever  in  large  painful 
boils,  that  covered  almoft  the  whole  body.  In  this 
piteous  condition  they  were  embarked  in  an  open 
boat  for  Muxadabad,  the  capital  of  Bengal,  and 
underwent  fuch  cruel  treatment  and  mifery  in  their 
paiTage,  as  would  Ihock  the  humane  reader,  fiiould 
he  perufe  the  particulars.  At  Muxadabad  they 
were  led  through  the  ciry  in  chains,  as  a  fpeftacie 
to  the  inhabitants,  lodged  in  an  open  ftable,  and 
Numb.  8.  A  a  trsntd 
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An,  1756.  treated  for  fome  days  as  the  worfl  of  criminals. 
At  length  the  fuba's  grandmother  irtterpofcd  her 
mediation  in  their  behalf;  and  as  that  prince  was 
by  this  time  convinced  that  there  was  no  treafure 
concealed  at  Calcutta,  he  ordered  them  to  be  fet 
at  liberty.  When  fome  of  his  fycophants  oppofed 
this  indulgence,  reprefenting  that  Mr.  Holwell  had 
ftill  enough  left  to  pay  a  confiderable  ranfom,  he 
replied  with  fome  marks  of  compunftion  and  gene- 
rofity,  "  If  he  has  any  thing  left,  let  him  keep 
it :  his  fuffefings  have  been  great :  he  fliall  have 
his  liberty."  Mr.  Holwell  and  his  friends  were 
'  no  fooner  unfettered,  than  they  took  water  for  the 
Dutch  Tankfall  or  mint,  in  the  neighhourhood  of 
the  city,  where  they  were  received  with  great  ten- 
dernefs  and  humanity.  The  reader,  we  hope,  will 
excufe  us  for  having  thus  particularized  a  tranfac- 
tion  fo  interelling  and  extraordinary  in  all  its  cir- 
cumftances. 

By  the  redu6lion  of  Calcutta,  the  Eiighfh  Eaft- 
India  company's  affairs  were  fo  much  embroiled  in 
that  part  of  the  world,  that  perhaps  nothing  could 
have  retrieved  them  but  the  interpofition  of  a  na- 
tional force  and  the  good  fortune  of  a  Clive,  whofe 
enterprizes  were  always  crowned  with  fuccefs.  In 
confequence  of  the  company's  reprefentations  to  the 
government,  a  fmall  fquadron  of  large  fhips  was 
fent  to  the  Eaft-lndies,  under  the  command  of  ad- 
miral Watfon  ;  and  in  the  courfe  of  this  year  ar- 
rived at  Fort  St.  David's.  The  governor  of  that 
fortrefs  having  received  intelligence  that  TuUagee 
Angria,  a  piratical  prince  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bombay,  was  on  the  eve  of  concluding  a  treaty 
with  the  nation  of  the  Marahattas,  which  might 

prove 
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prove  prejudicial  to  the  interefls  of  the  Eriglifh  ^n-  i7S^' 
company  ;  a  refolution  was  taken  to  drive  him  from    B.erolu- 
his  refidence  at  Geriah,   which  was  well  fortified,   tlon  taken 
and  annihilate  his  power,  which  was  formidable  to   ^^jTrja^ 
all  the  trading  fliips  of  Europe  :  for  he  maintained 
a   coniiderable   number   of  armed    galiies   called 
grabs,    with  which  he  often  attacked  the  largeft 
fliips,  when  they  happened  to  be  becalmed  on  that 
part  of  the  coaft  of  Malabar.  Fie  was  in  the  fourth 
generation  from  the  fird  freebooter,  who  rendered 
himfelf  independent,    and  lived  like   a  favereign 
prince  poffefTed  of  extenfive  territories.     The  un- 
dertaking againft  Angria  was  originally  concerted    - 
with  the  Marahattas,    v/ho  likewife  equipped  an 
armament  both  By  fea  and  land  againil  Geriah  ^ 
but  they  adled  entirely  on  their  ov/n  fcore  :   and  in 
the  reduction  of  the  place  gave  no  manner  of  alTiil- 
ance  to  the  Englifli. 

Admiral  Watfon  failed  from  the  caafr  of  Coro- 
mandel  to  Bombay,  'where  his  fquadron  was  cleaned 
and  refitted  J  and  having  procured  proper  intelli- 
gence with  refpe<5t  to  the  harbour  and  fort  of  Ge- 
riah, determined,  with  the  advice  of  a  council  of 
war  to  proceed  on  the  expedition  without  delay. 
Being  joined  by  a  divifion  of  fliips,  fitted  out  at 
the  company's  expence,  having  on  board  a  body  of 
troops  commanded  by  colonel  Ciiv.e,  he  failed  on 
the  feventh  day  of  February,  and  found  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Geriah  the  Marahatta  fleet,  con- 
fiding of  four  grabs  and  forty  fmaller  veficls,  called 
gallivats,  lying  to  the  northward  of  the  place,  in  a 
creek  called  Rajipore  ;  and  a  land- army  of  horfe 
and  foot,  amounting  to  feven  or  eight  thoufand 
men,  the  whole  commanded  by  Rhamagee  Punt, 
A  a  2  who 
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who  had  ah-eady  taken  one  fmall  fort,  and  was  ac- 
tually treating  about  the  furrender  of  Geriah. 
Angria  himlelf  had  quitted  the  place  •,  but  his  wife 
and  family  remained  under  the  proteftion  of  his 
brother-in-law  ;  who,  being  fummoned  to  furren- 
der, by  a  meffage  from  the  admiral,  replied,  that  he 
would  defend  the  place  to  the  lafl  extremity.  In 
canfequence  of  this  refufai  the  whole  Engliih  fleet, 
in  two  divifions,  failed  on  the  twelfth  day  of  Fe- 
bruary into  the  harbour,  and  fuftained  a  warm  fire 
from  the  enemy's  batteries  as  they  palled,  as  well 
as  from  the  grabs  polled  in  the  harbour  for  this 
purpoie  :  this,  hov/ever,  was  foon  filenced  after  the 
Ihips  were  brought  to  their  ftations,  fo  as  to  re- 
turn the  falutation.  Between  the  hours  of  four 
and  five  in  the  afternoon,  a  fhell  being  thrown  into, 
one  of  Angria's  armed  velTels,  fet  her  on  fire  ;  and 
the  flames  communicating  to  the  reft',  they  were 
all  deftroyed  :  between  fix  and  feven  the  fort  was 
fet  on  fire  by  another  fhell  -,  and  foon  after  the 
firing  ceafed  on  both  fides.  The  admiral  fufpefling 
that  the  governor  of  the  place  would  furrender  it 
to  the  Marahattas  rather  than  to  the  Englifh,  dif- 
embarked  all  the  trooops  under  Mr.  Clive,.  that  he 
might  be  at  hand  in  cafe  of  emergency  to  take  pof- 
felTion.  In  the  mean  time  the  fort  was  bom- 
barded :  the  line  of  battle  Ihips  were  warped  near 
enough  to  batter  in  breach-,  and  then  the  admiral 
fent  an  officer  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  governor,, 
requiring  him  to  furrender.  His  propolal  being 
again  rejeded,  the  Englifh  fhips  renewed  their  fire 
next  day  wiih  redoubled  vigour.  About  one 
o'clock  the  magazine  of  the  fort  blew  up,  and  at 
four  the  garriibn  hung  Qut  a  white  flag  for  capitu- 
lation» 
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'Nation.     The  parley  that  enfiied,  proving  ineffec-    An.  1756. 
tual,   the  engagement;  began  again,  and  continued 
till  fifteen  minutes  after  five  ;    when  the  white  flag 
was  again  difplayed,    and  now  the  governor  iub- 
mitted   to  the   terms  wiuch  were  impofed.     An- 
gria's  flag  was  immediately  hauled  down  ;  and  tv/o 
Engiilh  captains  raking  poifrfiion  of  the  fort  with  a 
detachment,   forthwrtii  hoiflied  the  Britifh  enflgn. 
In  this  olace,   which  was  reduced  v/ith  very  incon-    His  fort  of 
fiderable  lofs,    the    conquerors  found   above  two    Geriah 
hundred  cannon,  fix  brafs  mortars,  a  large  quan-    ^"^^  f^^j^ 
tity  of  ammunition,   with  money  and  eflefts  to  the    by  admi- 
value  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds,    ral  Wat- 
The  fleet  which  v/as  deflroyed,  conflfced  of  eight   j^^^Qiive, 
grabs,  one  fnip  finiflied,   two  upon  the  flocks,  and 
a  good  number  of  gallivats.     Among  the  piifoners 
the   admiral  found   Angria's   wife,    children,   and 
mother,  towards  whom  he  demeaned  himfelf  with 
great  humanity.       Three  hundred  European  fol- 
diers,  and  as  many  flpoys  were  left  to  guard  the 
fort ;  and  four  of  the  company's  armed  velTels  re- 
mained in  the  harbour  for  the  defence  of  the  place, 
which  v/as  extremely  well  fituated  for  commerce*. 
The  admiral  and  Mr.  Clive  failed  back  to  Ma- 
drafs    in    triumph,     and    there   another   plan  was 

*  When  the  admiral  entered  father  and    their  friend;"  the 

their  apartment,    the  whole  fa  -  youngeft  l^oy,    about  fix  years 

mily  fneddi'ig  floods  of  tears  of  age,      feized    him    by    the 

fell    with    their    faces    to    the  iiand,   and  fobbing  exclaimed, 

ground  ;     from   which    being  "  then  you   fhail   be  my    fa- 

raifed,    the  mother  of  Angria  ther."      Mr.   Watfon    was    fo 

told  him,  in   a  piteaus  tone,  affcfted  with  this  pathetic  ad- 

the  people  had  no  king,    fhe  d.efs,    that  the  tears   trickled 

no  fon,    her  daughter  no  huf-  dovon  his  cheek?,  while  he  af- 

band,  tlieir  children  no  father,  fared  them  they  might  depend 

The  admiral  replying,  "  they  upon  his  prote^lion  and  Iriend- 

snuft  look  upon  him  as  their  fnip. 

A  a  3  formed 
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formed  for  refioring  the  cpriipany's  affairs  upon  the 
Ganges  ;   recovering  Calcutta  ;   and  taking  venge- 
ance on  the  cruei  viceroy  of  Bengal.     In  O6tober 
they  fee  fail  again  for  the  boitom  of  the  bay  •,    and 
about  the  beginning  of  December  arrived  at  Bala- 
fore  in  the  kingdom  of  Beng:al.     Havinsr  croiTed 
the  Braces,  they  proceeded  up  the  river  Ganges  as 
far  as   Faita,    where  they  found  governor  Drake 
and  the  other  perfons  who  had  efcaped  on  board  of 
the  fliips  when  Calcutta  was  invclled.     Colonel 
,  Ciive  was  difembarked  v/ith  his  forces  to  attack  the 
fort  of  Buibudgia  by  land,  while  the  admiral  bat- 
tered it  by  fea  :  but  the  place  being  ill  provided 
with  cannon,  did  not  hold  out  above  an  hour  after 
the  firing  began.     This  conqueft  being  atchieved 
at  a  very  eafy  purchafe,   two  of  the  great  fliipc  an- 
chored betv/een  Tanna  fort  and  a  battery  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  river,  which  were  abandoned  be- 
^    fore  one  fhot  was  difcharged  againft  either ;  thus 
the  paifage  was  laid  open  to  Calcutta,   the  reduc- 
tion of  which  we  fhall  record  among  the  tranfac- 
'         tions  of  the  enfaing  year. 

Having  thus,  to  the  beft  of  our  power,  given 
a  faithful  and  exact:  detail  of  every  material  event, 
in  which  Great  Britain  was  concerned  either  at 
home,  or  in  her  fettlements  abroad,  during  the 
greatefl  part  of  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hund-r 
red  and  fifty  fi^,  we  Ihall  now  return  to  Europe, 
Mot'ves  2,nd  endeavour  to  explain  the  beginning  of  a  bloody 
of  the  war  war  in  Germany,    which  now  feems   to  have   be- 

m  cjer-       ^Q^^e  the  chief  obieft  of  the  Britifh  councils.     On 

many.  -^ 

the  eve  of  a  rupture  between  France  and  England, 
it  was  natural  for  his  B — -  m — -  to  provide  for 
the  fafety  of  his  e — -i  d r-s,   the  only  quarter 
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by  which  he  was  at  all  accefiible  to  the  efforts  of  An.  ijs^- 
the  enemy,   who  he  forefaw  would  not  fail  to  annoy 
Jiim  through  that  avenue.      He  at  that  time  flood 

lipon  indifferent  terms  wijh  the  k of  P- — ~, 

who  was  confidered  as  a  partizan  and  ally  of 
France  ;  and  he  knew  that  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
alone  would  not  be  fuiiicient  to  fupport  him  againft 
two  fuch  powerful  antagonifts.  In  this  emer- 
gency he  had  recourfe  to  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia, 
who,  in  confequence  of  a  large  fubfidy  granted  by 
England,    engaged   to  furnifh   a  ilrong  body  of 

forces  for  the  defence  of  H r.     His  P n 

majefty,  flartled  at  the  conditions  of  this  treaty, 
took  an  opportunity  to  declare  that  he  would  not 
fuifer  foreign  forces  of  any  nation  to  enter  the  em- 
pire, either  as  principals  or  auxiliaries  :  a  declara- 
tion which  probably  flowed  from  a  jealoufy  and 
averfion  he  had  conceived  to  the  court  of  Petenj- 
burg,  as  well  as  to  a  refolution  he  had  formed  of 
ilriking  fome  great  ftroke  in  Germany,  without 
any  rifque  of  being  reftricled  or  controuled.  He 
knew  he  fhould  give  umbrage  to  the  French  king, 
who  had  already  made  preparations  for  penetrating 
into  Weftphalia  :  but  he  took  it  for  granted  he 
fhould  be  able  to  exchange  his  connexions  with 
France  for  an  alliance  widi  Great  Britain,  which 
would  be  TTiuch  lefs  troublefome,  and  much  more  , 
produftive  of  advantage  :  indeed  fuch  an  alliance 
was  the  neceffary  confequence  of  his  declaration. 

Had   his  B c  m -y  maJr  a   requilition  of 

the  Ruffian  auxiliaries,  he  muu  haveexpofed  him- 
ielf  to  the  refentment  of  a  warlike  monarch,  that 
hovered  on  the  fkirts  of  his  ele6torate  at  the  head 
of  one  hundred  ap.d  fifty  thoufand  men,  and  could 
A  a  4  have 
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An.  1 75 6.  have  fubdued  the  whole  country  in  one  week  :  and 
if  he  forbore  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Czarina,   he  did  not  know  how  foon  the  k — r— g  of 

P a  might  be  reconciled  to  his  moll  Chriftian 

majefty's  defign  of  invafion.  As  for  the  Emprefs 
queen,  her  attention  was  engroffed  by  fchemes  for 
her  intereft:  or  prefervation ;  and  her  hands  fo  full 
that  fhe  either  could  not,  or  would  not  fulfil  the 
engagements  fhe  had  conti-aded  with  her  former 
and   firmefi:   allies.       In    thefe    circumilances   the 

k g  of  E d  fought  and  obtained  the  alliance 

ofP a,    v/hich,   to  the  befl  of  our  comprehen- 

fion,  has  intailed  upon  G —  B n  the  enormous 

burthen  of  extravagant  fiibfidies,  together  with  the 
intolerable  expence  of  a  continental  war,  without 
being  produ6live  of  one  advantage  either  pofitive 
or  negative  to  E d  or  H r.  On  the  con- 
trary, this  connexion  threw  the  Emprefs  queen 
into  the  arms  of  France,  whofe  friendfhip  fhe  has 
bought  at  the  expence  of  the  B-irrier  in  the  Nether- 
lands, acquired  v.'ith  infinite  labour,  by  the  blood 
and  treafure  of  the  maritime  powers  :  it  has  given 
birth  to  a  confederacy  of  defpotic  princes;  fuffi- 
eient,  if  their  joint  force  v/as  fully  exerted,  to 
overthrow  the  liberties  of  all  the  free  ftates  in  Eu- 
rope; and,  after  all,  H — -r  has  been  over-run,  and 

fubdued  by  the  enemy  ;   and  the  k g  of  P — a 

put  to  the  ban  of  the  Empire.  All  thefe  confe- 
quences  are,    we  apprehend,  fairly  deducible  from 

the  refolution  which  his  P n  m y  took,   at 

this  jundure,  to  precipitate  a  war  with  the  houfe 
of  AuPtria. 

The  apparent  motives  that  prompted  him  to  this 
meafure,  we  fhall  prefentiy  explain.      In  ihe  mean 

timcj 
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time  the  defenfive  treaty  between  the  Emprefs- 
queen  and  France  was  no  fooner  ratified,  than  ths 
Czarina  was  invited  to  accede  to  the  alliance,  and 
a  private  minifter  fent  from  Paris  to  Petersburg  to 
negotiate  the  conditions  of  this  accefTion,  which 
the  emprefs  of  RuiTia  accordingly  embraced  :  a 
circumftance  fo  agreeable  to  the  court  ofVerfaiiles, 
that  the  marquis  de  L'Hopital  was  immediately  ap- 
pointed ambafiador  extraordinary  and  plenipotentia- 
ry to  the  court  of  Ruffia.  Applications  were  likewife 
made^to  the  courts  of  Madrid  and  Turin,  foiliciting 
their  concurrence  -,  but  their  Catholic  and  Sardi- 
nian majellies  wifely  refolved  to  obferve  a  neutra- 
lity. 

At  the  fame  time  intrigues  were  begun  by  the 
French  emiiTaries  in  the  fenate  of  Sweden,  in  order 
to  kindle  up  a  war  between  that  nation  and  PrulTia; 
and  their  endeavours  fucceeded  in  the  fequel,  even 
contrary  to  the  inclination  of  their  fovereign.  At 
prefent  a  plot  was  difcovered  for  altering  the  form 
of  governm.ent,  by  increafing  the  power  of  the 
crown  ;  and  feveral  perfons  of  rank,  being  con- 
vi6led  upon  trial,  were  beheaded  as  principals  in 
this  confpiracy.  Although  it  did  not  appear  that 
the  king  or  queen  was  at  all  concerned  in  the 
fcheme,  his  Swedifh  maiefty  thought  himfelf  fo 
hardly  treated  by  the  dyet,  that  he  threatened  to 
refign  his  royalty  and  retire  into  his  own  heredi- 
tary dominions.  This  delign  was  extremely  dif- 
agreeable  to  the  people  in  general,  who  efpoufed 
his  caufe  in  oppofition  to  the  dyet,  by  whom  they 
conceived  themfelves  more  opprefled  than  they 
Ihould  have  been  under  an  unlimited  monarchy  : 
an  opinion,  which,  in  all  probability,  will  one  day 

pro- 
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An.  1756.   produce  fuch  a  revolution  in  the  Swediih  govern- 
ment as  hath  happened  in  that  oi'  Denmark,  where 
the  power  was  transferred  from  the  nobles  to  the 
crown,  by  the  concurrence  of  the  clergy  and  the 
people. 
Meafures        The  king  of  Pruffia,  alarmed  at  thefe  formidable 
taLen  by     S-Wmucesj   Ordered  all  his  forces  to  be  completed, 
of  Pruffia     and  held  in  readinefs  to  march  at  the  firfl;  notice  ; 
andelec-     ^^^  a  report  was  induftrioufly  circulated,  that  by  a 

tor  of  Ha-     ,-  \   ,     .       ,      .  \  '  ^  * 

never,  iecret  article  m  the  late  treaty  between  Prance  and 
the  houfe  of  Auftria,  thefe  two  powers  had  obliged 
themfelves  to  defcroy  the  proteftant  religion,  and 
overturn  the  freedom  of  the  Empire,  by  a  forced 
eledion  of  a  king  of  tlie  Romans. 

The  cry  of  religion  was  no  impolitic  meafure ; 
but  it  no  longer  produced  the  fame  effed:  as  in 
times  pad.  Religion  was  made  a  pretence  on  both 
fid  s :  for  the  partizans  of  the  Emprefs-queen  in- 
iinuaved,  on  ail  occafions,  that  the  ruin  of  the  ca- 
tholic faith  in  Germany  was  the  principal  objeft  of 
the  new  alliance  between  the  kings  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Pruffia.  It  was  in  confequence  of  fuch 
fuggeilions,  that  his  Britannic  majeily  ordered  his 
eledoral  minifter  at  the  dyet  to  deliver  a  mem.orial 
to  ail  i;he  miniflers  at  Ratilbon,  expreffing  his  fur- 
prize  to  find  the  treaty  he  had  concluded  with  the 
king  of  Pruffia,  induftrioufly  reprefented  as  a 
ground  of  apprehenfion  and  umbrage,-  efpecially 
for  religion.  He  obferved,  that  as  France  had 
made  open  difpofltions  for  invading  the  eleftorate 
of  Hanover,  and  difrurbing  the  peace  of  the  Em- 
pire •,  that  as  he  had  been  denied,  by  the  Emprefs- 
queen,  the  fuccours  ftipulated  in  treaties  of  alliance; 
and  as  he  was  refufed  afliftance  by  certain  Hates  of 

the 
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the  Ernpire,  who  even  feemed  difpofed  to  favour    An.1756. 
iuch  a  diverfion  -,  he  had,  in  order  to  providie  for 
the  fecurity  of  his  own  dominions,  to  eftablifh  peace 
and  tranquillity  in  the   Empire,  and  maintain  its 
fyllem  and  privileges,  widiout  any  prejudice  to  re- 
ligion,   concluded  adefenfive  treaty  with  the  king 
of  Pruflla  :  that,   by  this  inilance  of  patriotic  zeai 
for  the  welfare  of  Germany,  he  had  done  an  ejGTen- 
tial  fervice  to  the  Emprefs-queen,   and  performed 
the  part  which  the^head  of  the  Empire,  in  dignity 
and  duty,   ought  to  have   afted  :  that  time  would 
demonilrats  how  little  it  was  the  intereft  of  the 
Emprefs-queen  to  engage  in  a  flrid  alliance  with 
a  foreign  power,   v/hich,  for  upv/ards  of  two  cen- 
turies, had  ravaged  the  principal  provinces  of  the 
Empire,    maintained    repeated  v/ars  againft   the 
archducal  houfe  of  Auilria,  and  always  endeavour- 
ed,  as  it  fuited  her  views,    to  excite  diflrufl  and 
diifenficn  among  the  princes  and  ilates  that  com- 
pofe  the  Germanic  body, 

The  court  of  Vienna  formed  two  confiderable 
armies  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia ;  yet  pretended 
that  they  had  nothing  in  viev/  but  felf- prefer vation, 
and  f^lemnly  difclaimed  both  the  fecret  article,  and 
the  defign  which  had  been  laid  to   their  charge. 
His   mod  Chriftian  majeily  declared,  by  his  mi- 
nifter  at  Berlin,  that  he  had  no  other  intention  but 
to  maintain  the  public  tranquillity  of  Europe  ;  and 
this  being  the  fole  end  of  all  his  meafures,  he  be- 
held with  furprize  the  preparations  and  armaments 
of  certain  potentates :  that,  whatever  might  be  the 
view  v/ith  which  they  were  made,  he  was  difpofed 
to  make  ufe  of  the  pov^^er  which  God  had  put  into 
his  hands,  not  only  to  maintain  the  public  peace  of 
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Europe  againil  all  who  fhould  attempt  to  difturb 
it;  but  alfo  to  employ  all  his  forces,  agreeable  to 
his  engagements,  for  the  affiftance  of  his  ally,  in 
cafe  her  dominions  lliould  be  atta^^ked  :  finally, 
that  he  would  act  in  the  fame  manner  in  behalf  of 
all  the  other  powers  with  whom  he  was  in  al- 
liance. 

This  intimation  made  very  little  impreffion  upon 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  who  had  already  formed  his 
plan,  and  was  determined  to  execute  his  purpo;e. 
What  his  original  plan  might  have  bten,  we  ir.all 
not  pretend  to  difclofe  ;  nor  do  we  beiieve  he  i^m- 
parted  it  to  any  confident  or  ally,  it  muiTbe  con- 
fefled,  however,  that  the  intrigues  of  the  court  of 
Vienna,  furniflied  him  with  a  fpecious  pretence 
for  drawing  the  fvvord  and  commencing  hoftilities. 
The  empreis  queen  had  fome  reafon  to  be  jealous 
of  fuch  a  formidable  neighbour.  She  remember- ' 
ed  his  irruption  into  Bohemia,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-four,  at  a  time 
when  fhe  thought  that  country,  and  all  her  other 
dominions  fecure  from  his  invafion  by  the  treaty  of 
Breflau,  which  fhe  had  in  no  particular  contravened. 
She  caballed  againft  him  in  diff^erent  courts  of  Eu- 
rope :  Ihe  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  Czarina, 
which,  though  feemingly  defenfive  implied  an  in- 
tention of  m>aking  conquefcs  upon  this  monarch  : 
Ihe  endeavoured  to  engage  the  king  of  Poland, 
elector  of  Saxony,  as  a  contrading  power  in  this 
confederacy  ;  and,  if  he  had  not  been  afraid  of  a 
fudden  vifit  from  his  neighbour  of  Pruffia,  it  can- 
not be  fuppofed  but  he  would  have  been  pleafed  to 
contribute  to  the  humiliation  of  a  prince  who  had 
once  before,  wiihout  the  ieafl  provocation,  driven 
2  him 
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Iiim  from  his  dominions,  taken  poiTeffion  of  his  An.  1756. 
capital,  routed  his  troops,  and  obliged  him  to  pay 
a  million  of  crowns  to  indemnify  him  for  the  ex- 
pence  of  this  expedition:  but  he  carefully  avoided 
taking  fuch  a  ftep  as  might  expofe  him  to  another 
invalion,  and  even  refufed  to  accede  to  the  treaty 
of  Petcrfburg,  though  it  was  exprcily  defenfive  ; 
the  Cafus  Fcederis  being  his  Pi-uffian  majeify's  at- 
tacking either  of  the  contrading  parties.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  the  count  de  Brohl,  prime 
minifter  and  favourite  of  the  king  of  Poland,  had 
in  conjundion  with  fomeof  the  Auflrian  minillers,  ■ 
carried  on  certain  fcandalous  intrigues,  in  order  to 
embroil  the  king  of  Pruffia  with  the  emprefs  of 
Ruffia,  between  whom  a  mifunderflanding  had  long 
fubfifted. 

His  Pruflian  majefty,  perceiving  the  military  pre-    His  Pruf- 
parations  of  the  court  of  Vienna,  and  having  ob-   f'^"  ^^- 
tained  intelligence  of  their  fecret  negotiations  with    „,/r.A.'n^ 

o  o  man  US  as 

different  powers  in  Europe,  ordered  M.  de  Klin-    explana- 
graafe,  his  minifter  at  the  Imperial  court,  to  de-   tioii  from 
mand  whether  all  thofe  preparations  of  war,  on  the      ^^  '^"" 

.  .  prels- 

frontiers  of  Sileiia,  were  deiigned  againft  him,  and    queeo. 

what  were  the  intentions  of  her  Imperial  majefty  .? 
To  this  demand  the  Emprefs  replied,  That  m 
the  prefent  jundure  (lie  had  found  it  necelTary  to 
make  armaments,  as  well  tor  her  own  defence  as 
for  that  of  her  allies  ;  but  that  they  did  not  tend 
to  the  prejudice  of  any  perfon  or  Hate  whatever. 
The  king,  far  from  being  fatisiied  v/ith  this  gene- . 
ral  anfwer,  fent  freih  orders  to  Klingraafe  to  repre- 
fent,  That  after  the  king  had  dilTembled,  as  long 
as  he  thought  confident  v/ith  his  fafety  and  honour,, 
the  bad  defigns  imputed  to  the  Eaipreis  would 

not 
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An.  1756.  not  fufFer  him  longer  to  difguife  his  fentiments  j 
that  he  was  acquainted  v/ith  the  offenfive  proje6ts, 
which  the  two  courts  had  fornned  at  PeteiTourgh-, 
that  he  knev/  they  had  engaged  to  attack  him  i'ud- 
denly  with  an  army  of  two  hundred  tho'jfand  menj 
a  defign  which  would  have  been  executed  in  the 
fpring  of  the  year,  had  not  the  Ruffian  forces 
wanted  recruits,  their  fleet  mariners,  and  Livonia 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  corn  for  their  fiipport  •,  that 
he  conftituted  the  Emprefs  arbiter  of  peace  or 
war  :  if  flie  dedred  the  former,  he  required  a  clear 
and  formal  declaration,  or  pofitive  alTurance,  that 
llie  had  no  intention  to  attack  him,  either  this  year 
or  the  next  •,  but  he  fhould  look  upon  an  ambigu- 
ous anfwer  as  a  declaration  of  war;  and  he  called 
heaven  to  witnefs,  that  the  Emprefs  alone  would 
be  guilty  of  the  innocent  blood  that  fnould  be 
ipilt,  and  all  the  difmai  confequences  that  would 
attend  the  commifTion  of  hoililities. 

A  declaration  of  this  nature  might  have  pro- 
voked a  iefs  haughty  court  than  that  ofVienna, 
andj  indeed,  feems  to  have  been  calculated  on  pur- 
pofe  to  exafperate  the  pride  of  her  Imperial  ma- 
jefty,  whofe  anfwer  he  foon  received  to  this  eftecl : 
Her  an-  That  his  majefiy  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  already* 
fwer.  been  em.ployed,  for  fome  time,  in  all  kinds  of  the 
moft  confiderable  preparations  of  war,  and  the  mofh 
difquieting;  with  regard  to  the  public  tranquillity, 
when  he  thought  fit  to  demand  explanations  of  her 
majefty,  touching  the  military  difpofitions  that  were 
making  in  her  dominions  •,  difpofitions  on  which 
fhe  had  not  refolved,  till  after  the  preparations  of  ■ 
his  Pruflian  majefty  had  been  made  -,  thai:  though 
her  majefty  might   have  declined  explaiaing  her- 

felf ' 
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ieif  on  thofe  fubjedls  which  reqinred  no  explana-  An.  1756 
tion,  flie  had  been  pleaied  to  declare,  with  her  own 
mouth,  to  Mr.  de  Klingraafe,  that  the  critical  ilate 
of  public  affaire  rendered  the  meafures  ilie  was 
taking  abfolutely  necelTary  for  her  own  fafety,  and 
that  of  her  allies  j  but  that,  in  other  refpe6LS,  they 
tended  to  the  prejudice  of  no  perfon  \yhatfoever : 
that  her  Imperial  majefty  had  undoubtedly  a  right 
to  form  what  judgment  fhe  pleafed  on  the  circum- 
llances  of  the  times  -,  and  iikewife,  that  it  belonged 
to  none  but  herfelf  to  eftimate  her  own  danger  : 
that  her  declaration  was  fo  clear,  fhe  never  ima- 
gined it  could  be  thought  otherwife  :  that  being 
accuftomed  to  receive,  as  well  as  to  pradife  the  de- 
corums which  fovereigns  owe  to  each  other.  Hie 
could  not  hear  without  aftonilliiiient  and  fenfibility 
the  contents  of  the  memorial  now  prefented  by 
Mr.  de  Klingraafe ;  fo  extraordinary,  both  in  the 
matter  and  expreffions,  that  fhe  would  find  herfelf 
under  a  necelTity  of  tranrgreffing  the  bounds  of 
that  moderation  which  ilie  had  prefcribed  to  her- 
felf, were  fhe  to  anfwer  the  v/holeof  its  contents : 
neverthelef?,  fhe  thought  proper  to  declare,  that 
the  information  communicated  to  his  Pruffian  ma- 
jefty of  an  offenfive  alliance  againft  him,  fubfiiling 
between  herfelf  and  the  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  toge- 
ther with  the  circumftances  and  pretended  ftipula- 
tions  of  that  alliance,  were  abfolutely  falfe  aiid 
forged  ;  for  no  fuch  treaty  did  exift,  or  ever  had 
exifted.  She  concluded  vvith  obferving,  that  this 
declaration  would  enable  all  Europe  to  judge  of 
what  weight  and  quality  thofe  dreadful  events  were 
which  Klingraafe's  memorial  announced  ,  and  ta 
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An.  1756.  perceive  that,  in  any  cafe,  they  could  not  be  im- 
puted to  her  Imperial  majelly. 

This  anfwer,  though  feemingly  explicit,  was  not 
deemed  fufiicientiy  categorical,  or  at  leaft  not  fuit- 
able  to  the  purpofes  of  the  king  of  Pruffia,  who, 
by  his  refident  at  Vienna,  once  more  declared, 
that  if  the  Emprefs-queen  would  fign  a  pofitive  af- 
furance  that  fhe  would  not  attack  his  Pruffian  ma- 
jefty  either  this  year  or  the  next,  he  would  direftly 
withdraw  his  troops,  and  let  things  be  reftored  to 
their  former  footing.  This  demand  v/as  evaded,  on 
pretence  that  fuch  an  afilirance  could  not  be  more 
binding  than  the  folemn  treaty  by  which  he  was  al- 
ready fecured  ;  a  treaty  which  the  Emprefs-queen 
had  no  intention  to  violate.  But  before  an  anfwer 
could  be  dehvered,    the  king  had  adually  invaded 

ThePruf-   Saxony,  and  publiihed  his  declaration  again  ft  the 

fianarmy   ^ourt  of  Vienna.     The  court  of  Vienna   believ- 

enters 

Saxony,     i^g  '^hat  the  king  of  Pruffia  was  bent  upon  em- 

andpub-  ploying  his  arms  fom.ewhere  •,  being  piqued  at 
lifhes  a  ^.|^g  didatorial  manner  in  which  his  demands  were 
fefto."  conveyed  •,  unwilling  to  lay  themfelves  under  far- 
ther reftridions ;  apprehenfive  of  giving  umbrage 
to  their  allies  ;  and  confident  of  having  provided 
for  their  own  fecurity ;  relblved  to  run  the  rifque 
of  his  refentment,  not  without  [hope  of  being 
indemnified  in  the  courfe  of  the  war  for  that  part  of 
Silefia  which  the  queen  had  been  obliged  to  cede 
in  the  treaty  of  Breilau. 

Both  fides  being  thus  prepared,  and  perhaps 
equally  eager  for  adlion,  the  king  of  Pruffia  would 
no  longer  fufpend  his  operations ;  and  the  ftorm 
firit  fell  upon  Saxony.  He  refolved  to  penetrate 
through  this  country  into  Bohemia,  and  even  to 

take 
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take  pofieirion   of  it    as  a   frontier;    as   v/ell  as    ^^^i-j^Bi 
for  the  convenience  of  ingrefs  and  egrefs  to,  and 
from    the  Auftrian  dominions.      Befides,   he  had 
reafon     to    believe   the  king   of  Poland,    eledor 
of  Saxony,  was  connefled  with   the  Czarina  and 
the  Emprefs-queen  :   therefore  he  thought  it  would 
be   impolitic   to  leave    that  prince  in  any  condi- 
tion to  give  him    the    lead    difturbance.      Kis 
army    entered   the  Saxon   territory   towards    the 
latter  end  of  Auguft  -,   when  he  publifhed  a  decla- 
ration, importing  that  the  unjuft  conduit  and  dan- 
gerous views  of  the  court  of  Vienna  againft  his  ma- 
jefty's  dominions,    laid  him   under  the  necellity  of 
taking   proper  meafures  for  proteding  his  territo- 
ries and  fubjeds  :     that  for  this   purpofe    he  could 
ROC  forbear  taking  the  difagreeable  refolution  to  en- 
ter with  his  troops    the  hereditary    dominions    of 
his  majefty  the  king  of  Poland,  eledor  of  Saxony  : 
but  he  protefl:ed  before  God  and  man,  that  on   ac- 
count of  his  perfonal  efteem  and  friendihip  for  that 
prince,   he  would  not  have  proceeded  to  this  extre- 
niicy,  had  he  not  been  forced  to  it  by  the  laws  of 
v/ar,   the  fatality  of   the  prefent  conjundure,   and 
the  neceffity  of  providing  for  the  defence  and   fe- 
curity  of  h.s  fubjects.     He  reminded  the  public  of 
the  tendernefs  with  which  he  had  treated   the  elec- 
tor of  Saxony,  during  the  campaign    of  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty  four  ;  and  of 
the  bad  confequences  refulting  to  that  monarch  front 
his  engagements  with  the  enemies  of  Prufiia.     He 
declared    that  the  apprehenfions  of  being  expofecl 
again  to  fuch  enrerprizes,  had  obliged  him  to  take 
thofe  precautions  vvhich  prudence  dictated  :   but  ha 
proteiled,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  that  he  had 
Numb,  IX.  B  b  no 
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An.  1756.  no  hoftile  viev/s  againfl  his  Polifli  majefty,  or  his 
dominions ;  that  his  troops  did  not  enter  Saxony  as 
enemies,  and  he  had  taken  care  that  they  fhould 
obferve  the  bed  order  and  the  moft  exa£t  difci- 
pline  :  that  he  defired  nothing  more  ardently  than 
the  happy  minute  that  fliould  procure  him  the  fa- 
tisfaction  of  reftoring  to  his  PoUfh  majefty  his  here- 
ditary dominions,  which  he  had  leized  only  as  a  fa- 
cred  depofitum. 

By  his  miniiler  at  Drefden,  he  had  demanded  a 
free  pafiTage  for  his  forces  through  the  Saxon  do- 
minions •,  and  this  the  king  of  Poland  was  ready  to 
grant  with   reafonable  limitations  to  be  fettled  by 
commifiaries  appointed  for  that  purpofe.    But  thefe 
were  formalities   which  did  not  at  all  fuit  with  his 
Pruffian  majefty's  difpofition  or  defign.     Even  be- 
fore this  requifition  was  made,  a  body  of  his  troops, 
amounting  to  fifteen  thoufand,  under  the  command 
of  prince  Ferdinand,  brother  to  the  Duke  of  Brunf- 
Prince        wic,  tcok  poflcfiion  of  Leipfic  on  the  twentieth  day 
Ferdinand   Qf  September.     Here  he  publiflied   a   declaration, 
feffion^oV    figi^ifying  that  it  was  his  Pruffian  majefty's  inten- 
Leipfic.      tion  to  confider  and  defend  the  inhabitants  of  that 
ele6lorate    as  if  they  were  his  own  fubjedis ;    and 
that  he  had   given  precife  orders  to  his  troops  to 
obferve   the  moft  exaft  difcipline.     As   the  firfl 
mark  of  his  affedlion,    he  ordered  them  to  provide 
the  army  with  all  forts  of  provifion,  according  to  a 
certain  rate,   on  pain  of  military  execution.     That 
fame  evening  notice  was   given  to  the  corporation 
of  merchants,    that  their  deputies  fhould  pay   all 
taxes  and  cuftoms  to  the  king  of  PrufTia :    then   he 
took  pofieluon  of  the  cuilom-houfe   and  excife- 

oiEce, 
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office^     and  ordered  the   magazines   of  corn  and  An.  1756, 
meal  to  be  opened  for  the  ufe  of  his  foldiers. 

The  king  of  Poland,  apprehenfive  of  fuch  a  vi-   '^j^^^'^'IlS 

,      ,         ,         11,-  ri-       1    n  of  Pruffia 

litation,  had  ordered  all  tne  troops  or  his  electorate  enters 

to  leave  their  quarters,  and  aflcmble   in   a  ilrong  Drefden, 

camp  marked  out  for  them    between  Pirna   and  [^^^ll'^  ' 

Konigftien,   which  was  intrenched,    and  provided  king  of 

with  a  numerous  train  of   artillery.     Thither  the  P°'f"4 

..  -  With  his 

kmg  of  Poland  repaired  with  his  two  Ions  Xave-  troops  as 
rius  and  Charles  j  but  the  queen  and  the  reft  of  Pima, 
the  royal  family  remained  at  Drefden.  Of  this 
capital  his  PrufFian  majefty,  with  the  bulk  of  his 
army,  took  pofleffion  on  the  eighth  day  of  Septem- 
ber, when  he  v/as  vifited  by  the  lord  Stormont,  the 
Englifn  ambaflador  at  that  court,  accompanied  by 
count  Salmour,  a  Saxon  minifter,  who,  in  his  maf- 
ter's  name,  propofed  a  neutrality.  The  king  of 
PrufTia  profefied  himfelf  extremely  well  pleafed 
with  the  propofal  -,  and,  as  the  moft  convincing 
proof  of  his  neutrality,  defired  the  king  of  Poland 
would  feparate  his  army,  by  ordering  his  troops  to 
return  to  their  former  quarters.  His  Polifh  ma- 
jefty did  not  like  to  be  fo  tutored  in  his  own  domi- 
nions :  he  depended  for  his  own  fafety  more  uporl 
the  valour  and  attachment  of  his  troops  thus  af- 
fembled,  than  upon  the  friendfhip  of  a  prince  v.ho 
had  invaded  his  dominions,  and  fequeftered  his  re- 
venue, v/ithout  provocation  ;  and  he  trufted  too 
much  to  the  fituation  of  his  camp  at  Pirna,  which 
was  deemed  impregnable.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
king  of  Pruflia  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  SeidlitZj 
about  half  a  German  league  diftant  from  Pirnaj 
and  pofted  his  army  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  able 
to  intercept  all  convoys  of  provifion  defigned  for 
B  b  a  tfe 
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An.  1756.  the  Saxon  camp:  his  forces  extended  on  the  right 
towards  the  frontiers  of  Bohemia,  and  the  van- 
guard aftually  feized  the  paffes  that  lead  to  the 
circles  of  Satzer  and  Leutmeritz  in  that  kingdom  ; 
while  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfv/ic  marched  with 
a  body  of  troops  along  the  Elbe,  and  took  poll  at 
this  laft  place  without  oppofition.  At  the  fame 
time  the  king  covered  his  own  dominions  by  af- 
fembling  two  confiderable  bodies  in  Upper  and 
Lower  Silefia,  which  occupied  the  pafles  that  com- 
municate with  the  circles  of  Buntzlau  and  Kon- 
ingfgratz. 

Hoftilities  were  commenced  on  the  thirteenth 
day  of  September  by  a  detachment  of  Pruffian  huf- 
fars,  who  attacked  an  Auftrian  efcorte  to  a  convoy 
of  provifions,  defigned  for  the  Saxon  camp  •,  and 
having  routed  them,  carried  off  a  confiderable 
number  of  loaded  waggons.  The  magazines  at 
Drefden  were  filled  with  an  immenfe  quantity  of 
provifion  and  forage  for  the  Pruffian  army,  and 
the  bakers  were  ordered  to  prepare  a  vaft  quantity 
of  bread,  for  which  purpofe  thirty  new  ovens  were 
erefted. 

When  the  king  of  PrufTia  firft  arrived  at  Dref- 
den, he  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  the  countefs  Moc- 
zinilcai  and  gave  orders  that  the  queen  and  royal 
family  of  Poland  lliould  be  treated  with  all  due 
veneration    and  refpeft  *  :    even  while  the  Saxon 

camp 

*  His  majefty  feems  to  have  centinels  were    polled  within 

abated  of  this  refpeft  in  the  the  psiace  where   the    queen 

lequel,  if  we  may   believe  the  and  royal   family  refided  ;    as 

aflertians   of  his  Poliih  majef-  alfo  at   the  door  of  the   fecret 

ty's   queen  and  the   court   of  cabinet,  v^here  the  papers  re- 

Vienna;,   who   aiSrmed,    that  lating  to  foreign  tranfaftions 

were 
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camp   v/as  blocked  up  on  every  fide,  he  fometlmes   An.  1750. 
permitted  a  waggon,    loaded  with   fre(h  provifion 
and  game,    to  pais  unmoiefted  for  the  ufe  of  his 
Pohili  rnajefty. 

During  thefe   tranfaftions  the   greateft   part  of   His  main 
the  PruJTian  army  advanced   into  Bohemia,   under   ng^j-ates 
the  command  of  the  veldt  marechal  Keith  J,  who   into  Bo- 
reduced  the    town    and  palace   ofTetchen,    took    ^^^^^^J 
poiTeiTion  of  all   the    pafles,   and   encamped  near 
Aufiig,  a  fmall  town  in  Bohemia^  at  no  great  dif- 


were  depofited.  The  keys  of 
this  cabinet  were  feized,  and 
all  the  writings  demanded. 
The  whole  Saxon  miniftry 
were  difcharged  from  their  re- 
fpeftive  employments,  and  a 
new  commiffion  was  eftablifn- 
ed  by  the  king  of  PruOia  for 
the  adminiftration  of  affairs  in 
general.  When  the  queen  in- 
treated  this  prince  to  remove 
the  centinels  pofted  within  the 
palace,  and  contiguous  paf- 
fages,  agreeable  to  his  afTu- 
rances  that  all  due  refpeft 
fhould  be  obferved  towards 
the  royal  family,  the  king  or- 
dered the  guards  to  be  dou- 
bled, and  fent  an  cflicerto  de- 
mand of  her  rnajefty  the  keys 
of  the  fecret  cabinet.  The 
queen  obtained  this  officer's 
confent,  that  the  doors  Ihould 
be  fealed  up  ;  but  afterwards 
lie  returned  with  orders  to 
bxeak  them  open  :  then  her 
majeily,  placing  herfelf  before 
the  door,  faid,  flie  trufted  fo 
much  to  the  promife  of  the 
king  of  Prufna,  that  fhe  could 
not  believe  he  had  given  fuch 
orders.     The  officer  declarin? 


that  his  orders  were  pofitive, 
and  that  he  durft  not  difobey 
them,  fhe  continued  in  the 
fame  place,  declaring,  that  if 
violence  was  to  be  ufed,  he 
mult  begin  with  her.  The 
officer  returning  to  acquaint 
the  king  with  what  had  paiTed, 
her  rnajefty  conjured  the  mi- 
niiiers  of  Pruffia  and  England 
to  remind  his  rnajefty  of  his 
promife ;  but  her  reprefcnta- 
tions  had  no  efFefl  :  the  officer 
returned  with  freili  orders  to 
ufe  force,  in  fpite  of  the  oppo- 
fition  fhe  might  make  againft 
it  in  perfon.  The  queen,  find- 
ing herfelf  in  danger  of  her 
life,  at  length  v/ithdrew  :  the 
doors  were  forced,  the  chefts 
broke  open,  and  all  the  papers 
feized. 

J  Brother  to  the  earl  ma- 
refchal  of  Scotland,  a  gentle- 
man who  had  fignalized  him- 
felf  as  a  general  i.T  the  Ruffian 
army,  and  was  accounted  one 
of  the  beft  officers  of  his  time  ; 
not  m.ore  admired  for  his  ge- 
nius, than  amiable  in  his  di& 
pofition. 


Bbs 


tance 
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4n.  J756.  tance  from  the  Imperiararmy,  amounting  to  fifty 
thoufand  men,  commanded  by  count  Brown,  an 
officer  of  Irifli  excraft,  who  had  often  diftinguiilied 
himfelf  in  the  field  by  his  courage,  vigilance,  and 
condu6t. 

His  PrufTian  majefly,  having  left  a  confiderable 
body  of  troops  for  the  blockade  of  Pirna,  aflumed 
in  perfon  the  command  of  marechal  Keith's  corps, 
and  advanced  to  give  battle  to  the  enemy.  On  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  September  he  formed  his 
troops  in  two  columns,  and  in  the  evening  arrived 
with  his  van  at  Welmina,  from  whence  he  faw  the 
Audrian  army  pofted  with  its  right  at  Lowofchutz^ 
and  its  left  towards  the  Egra.  Having  occupied 
with  fix  battalions  a  hollow  way,  and  fome  rifing 
grounds,  which  commanded  the  town  of  Lowo- 
fchijtz,  he  remained  ail  night  under  arms  at  Wel-^ 
mina ;  and  on  the  iirft  day  of  06lober,  early  in  the 
morning,  formed  liis  whole  army  in  order  of  battle; 
the  firft  line,  confifting  of  the  infantry,  occupying 
two  hills,  and  a  bottom  betwixt  them  ;  the  fecond 
line  being  formed  of  fome  battalions,  and  the  third 
compofed  of  the  whole  cavalry.  The  Auftrian  ge- 
neral had  taken  pofTcfnon  of  Lowofchutz  with  a 
great  body  of  infantry,  and  placed  a  battery  of 
cannon  in  the  front  of  the  town  :  he  had  formed 
his  cavalry  chequerwife,  in  a  line  between  Lowo- 
fchutz and  the  village  of  Sanfchitz  ;  and  polled 
about  two  thoufand  Croats  and  irregulars  in  the 
J ,  vineyards   and  avenues  on  his  rio;ht.      The  morn- 

lights  the   ing  was  darkened  with  a  thick  fog,  which  vanilhed 
Jsattle  of     about  feven  :    then  the  PruITian  cavalry  advanced 
(dmu        ^^  attack  the  enemy's  horfe  ;   but  received  fuch  a 
fire  from  the  irregulars,  polled  in  vineyards,  and 

ditches. 
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ditches,  as  well  as  from  a  numerous  artillery,  that   An.  1756. 
they  were  obliged   to  retire  for  proted:ion  to  the 
rear  of  the  Prullian  infantry  and  cannon.     There 
being  formed,    and  led   back  to  the  charge,    they 
made  an  impreffion  on   the  Auftrian  cavalry,  and 
drove  the  irregulars  and  other  bodies  of  infantry 
from  the  ditches,  defiles,  and  vineyards  which  they 
poiTeiTed  :  but  they  fuffered  fo  feverely  in  this  dan- 
gerous fervice,   that  the   king  ordered  them  to  re- 
afcend  the  hill,  and  take  poft  again  behind  the  in- 
fantry, from  whence  they  no  more  advanced,     la 
the  mean  time  a  furious  cannonading  was  main- 
tained on  both  fides,  with  confiderable  effed.     At 
length  the  left  of  the  PrufHan  infantry  was  ordered 
to  attack  the  town  of  Lowofchutz    in  flanks    but 
met  with  a  very  warm  reception,  and,  in  all  like- 
lihood,    would    have   mifcarried,   had   not  veldt- 
marechal  Keith  headed   them  in  perfon  :    when   he    . 
drew  his  fword,  and  told  chem  he  would  lead  them 
on,  he  was  given  to  underftand,  that  all  their  pow- 
der and   iliot   was  exhaufted  :    he  turned   imme-. 
diately  to  them  with  a  chearful  countenance,   faid 
he  v,'as  very  glad   they  had  no   more  ammunition, 
being  well  affured  the  enemy  would  not  withftand 
them  at  pufh  of  bayonet :    fo  faying,   he  advanced 
at  their  head,  and  driving  the  Auftrians  from  Lowo- 
fchutz,   fet  the  fuburbs   on  fire.     Their  infantry 
had  been  already  obliged  to  quit  the  eminen-e  on 
the  right,   and    now  their  whole  army    retired    to 
Budin,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Egra.     Some  pri- 
foners,  colours,  and  pieces  of  cannon,    were  taken 
on  both  fides  •,   and  the  lofs  of  each  might  amount 
to  two  thoufand  five  hundred  killed  and  wounded  : 
fo  that,  on  the  v/hole,  it  was  a  drav/n  battle,  though 
B  b  4  both 
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both  generals  claimed  the  vidory.  The  detail  of 
the  adion,  publiihed  at  Berlin,  declares,  that  the 
king  of  PrulTia  not  only  gained  the  battle,  but  that 
fame  day  eftabl.fhed  his  head-quarters  at  Lowo- 
fchutz  :  whereas  the  Auftrian  gazette  affirms,  that 
the  marechal  count  Brown  obliged  his  Pruffian 
majefty  to  retire,  and  remained  ail  night  on  the 
iield  of  battle  \  but  next  day,  finding  his  troops  in 
want  of  w^ter,  he  repaired  to  the  camp  of  Budin. 
If  the  battle  was  at  all  decifive,  the  advantage  cer» 
tainly  fell  to  the  Auftrians  \,  for  his  Pruffian  ma- 
jefty, who,  in  all  probability,  had  hoped  to  winter 
at  Prague,  was  obliged,  by  the  oppoiition  he  met 
with,  to  refign  this  plan,  and  retreat  before  winter 
into  the  electorate  of  Saxony, 

The  PrulTiasi  army  having  rejoined  that  body 
which  had  been  left  to  block  up  the  Saxons  at 
Pirna,  his  Polifh  majefty  and  his  troops  were  re- 
duced to  fuch  extremity  of  want,  that  it  became 
indifpenfibly  neceffary  either  to  attempt  an  efcape, 
or  furrender  to  the  king  of  PrufTia.  The  former 
part  of  the  alternative  was  chofen,  and  the  plan 
concerted  with  count  Brown,  the  Auftrian  general, 
who,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  execution,  advanced 
privately  with  a  body  of  troops  to  Lichtendorf, 
near  Schandau  ;  but  the  jun6lion  could  not  be  ef- 
fe6led.  On  the  fourteenth  day  of  O6tober  the 
Saxons  threw  a  bridge  of  boats  over  the  Elbe  near 
Konigftein,  to  which  caftle  they  removed  all  their 
artillery  :  then  ftriking  their  tents  in  the  night, 
pafted  the  river  undifcovered  by  the  enemy.  They 
continued  to  retreat  with  all  poffible  expedition  ; 
but,  the  roads  were  fo  bad,  they  made  little  pro- 
[  grefs.     Next  day,    when  part  of  them   had  ad- 
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vanced  about  half  way  up  a  hill  oppofite  to  Konig- 
ftein,  and  the  rell  were  intangled  in  a  narrow 
plain,  where  there  was  no  room  to  aft,  they  per- 
ceived that  the  PruiBans  were  in  poflcfiion  of  all 
the  pafles,  and  found  themfelves  furrounded  on 
every  fide,  fainting  with  hunger  and  fatigue,  and 
deftitute  of  every  convenience. 

In  this  deplorable  condition  they  remained,  when 
the  king  of  Poland,  from  the  fortrefs  of  Konig- 
flein,  fent  a  letter  to  his  general  the  veldt- marechal 
count  Rutowfl^^i,  veiling  him  with  full  and  difcre- 
tionary  power  to  furrender,  or  take  fuch  other 
meafures  as  he  (hould  judge  moft  conducive  to  the 
prefervation  of  the  officers  and  foldiers  *.  By  this 
time  count  Brown  had   retired   to  Budin,   fo  that 
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*  The  letter  was  to  the  fol- 
lowing effect : 

Veldt- marechal  count  Ru- 
towfki, 

Tt  is  not  without  extreme 
forrow  I  underftand  the  deplo- 
rable fituation,  which  a  chain 
of  misfortunes  has  referved  for 
you,  the  reft  of  my  generals, 
and  my  whole  army  :  but  we 
mull  acquiefce  in  the  difpen- 
fations  of  Providence,  andcon- 
fole  ourfelves  with  the  refti- 
tude  of  our  fentiments  and  i|n- 
tentions.  They  would  force 
me,  it  feems,  as  you  give  me 
to  underftand  by  major-general 
the  baron  de  Dyherrn,  to  fub- 
mit  to  conditions  the  more  fe- 
vere,  in  proportion  as  the  cir- 
cumftances  are  become  more 
neceffitous.  I  carnipt  hear 
them  mentioned.  I  am  a  free 
monarch  ;    fuch  I    will   live ; 


fuch  I  will  die  ;  and  I  will 
both  live  and  die  with  honour. 
The  fate  of  my  army  I  leave 
whollv  to  your  difcretion. 
Let  your  council  of  war  de- 
termine whether  you  mufl:  fur- 
render  prifoners  of  war,  fall 
by  the  fvvord,  or  die  by  fa- 
mine. May  your  refolution?, 
if  pifiible,  be  conduftei  by 
humanity  :  whatever  they  may 
be,  I  have  no  longer  any  fhare 
in  them  :  and  I  declare  you 
fhall  not  be  anfwerable  for 
aught  but  one  thing,  namely, 
not  to  carry  arms  againft  me 
or  my  allies.  I  pray  God  may 
have  you,  Mr.  Marechal,  in 
his  holy  keeping.  Given  at 
Konigftein  the  14th  ofOdo- 
ber,  1756. 

Auguftus  Rex. 


To    the    veldt- marechal 
count  Ratowfld, 
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King  of 

Poland's 

memorial 

to  the 

States 

General. 


there  was  no  choice  left.  A  capitulation  was  de- 
manded :  but,  in  effedl,  the  whole  Saxon  army  was 
obliged  to  furrender  at  difcretion  ;  and  the  foldiers 
were  afterwards,  by  compuiiion,  incorporated  with 
the  troops  of  PruiTia. 

The  king  of  Poland,  being  thus  deprived  of  his 
eleftoral  dominions,  his  troops,  arms,  artillery,  and 
ammunition,   thought  it  high  time  to  provide  for 
his  own  fafety,  and  retired  with  all  expedition  to 
Poland.     His  PrufFian  majefty  cantoned  his  forces 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Seidlitz,  and  along  the 
Elbe  towards  Drefden.     His  other  army,   which 
had  entered  Bohemia  under  the  command  of  the 
count  de  Schwerin,    retired  to  the  confines  of  the 
county  of  Glatz,    where  they  were  diftributed  in 
quarters  of  cantonment ,   fo   that  this  fliort  cam- 
paign was  finilhed  by  the  beginning  of  November. 
The  king  of  Poland,  in  his  diftrefs,  did  not  fail 
to  implore  the  afliftance  and  mediation  of  neutral 
powers.     His  minifter   at  the  Hague  prefented  a 
memorial  to  the  States  General,  complaining,  that 
the  invafion  of  Saxony  was  one  of  thofe  attacks 
againft  the  law  of  nations,  which,   from  the  great 
refpedt  due  to  this  law,  demanded  the  affidance  of 
every  power    interefted  in  the  prefervation  of   its 
own  liberty  and  independency.    He  obferved,  that, 
from  the  firfl  glimpfeof  mifunderftanding  between 
the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  he  had   exprefly 
enjoined  his   minifters  at  all  the  courts  of  Europe 
to  declare,   that   it  was  his  firm  refolution,  in  the 
prefent  conjundure  of  affairs,  to  obferve  the  ftrid- 
eft   neutrality.     He  reprefented    that  a   free  and 
neutral  ftate  had  been,  in  the  mldft  of  peace,   in- 
vaded by  an  enemy  who  difguifed  himfeif  under 
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the  mafque  of  friendlhipj  without  alledging  the  An.  1756. 
leaft  complaint,  or  any  pretenfion  whatfoever  ^  but 
founding  himfelf  folejy  on  his  own  convenience^ 
made  himfelf  mailer,  by  armed  force,  of  all  the  ci- 
ties and  towns  of  the  eledlorate,  difmantling  fome, 
and  fortifying  others  :  that  he  had  difarmed  the 
burghers  ;  carried  off  the  magiftrates  as  hoilages 
for  the  payment  of  unjuft  and  enormous  contribu- 
tions of  provifions  and  forage  j  feized  the  coffers, 
confifcated  the  revenues  of  the  deflorate,  broke 
open  the  arfenals,  and  tranfported  the  arms  and 
artillery  to  his  own  town  of  Magdeburg  ;  aboliihed 
the  privy-council,  and,  inftead  of  the  lawful  go- 
vernment, eftablilhed  a  diredory,  which  acknow- 
ledged no  other  law  but  his  own  arbitrary  will. 
He  gave  them  to  underftand,  that  all  thefe  pro- 
ceedings were  no  other  than  preliminaries  to  the 
unheard-of  treatment  which  was  referved  for  a 
queen,  whofe  virtues  ought  to  have  commanded 
refpedt,  even  from  her  enemies :  that,  from  the 
hands  of  that  auguft  princefs,  the  archives  of  the 
flate  were  forced  away  by  menaces  and  violences, 
notwithftanding  the  fecurity  which  her  majefly  had 
promifed  herfelf  under  the  prctedlion  of  all  laws, 
h'uman  and  divine  ;  and  notwithftanding  the  re- 
peated afiurances  given  by  the  king  of  Pruiliaj 
that  not  only  her  perfon,  and  the  place  of  her  refi- 
dence,  Ihould  be  abfolutely  fafe,  but  that  even  the 
PrufTian  garrifon  fhould  be  under  her  diredion. 
He  obferved,  that  a  prince  who  declared  himfelf 
protedtor  of  the  proteftant  religion  had  begun  the 
war,  by  crufhing  the  very  ftace  to  which  that  very 
religion  owes  its  eftablifhment,  and  the  preferva- 
ticn  of  its  moft  invaluable  righrs  :    that  he  had 

broke 
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An.  1756.  broke  through  the  mod  refpeftable  laws  which 
conftitute  the  union  of  the  Germanic  body,  under 
colour  of  a  defence  v/hich  the  Empire  flood  in  no 
need  of,  except  againft  himfelf :  that  the  king  of 
PrufBa,  while  he  infills  on  having  entered  Saxony 
as  a  friend,  demands  his  army,  the  adminiftration 
of  his  dominions,  and,  in  a  v/ord,  the  facrilice  of 
his  whole  eledtorate;  and  that  the  PrufTian  direc- 
tory, in  the  declaration  of  motives,  publifhed  un- 
der the  nofe  of  a  prince  to  whom  friendlhip  was 
pretended,  thought  it  fiiperfluous  to  alledge  even 
any  pretext,  to  colour  the  ufurpation  of  his  terri- 
tories and  revenues. 

Though  this  v*,'as  certainly  the  cafe,  in  his  Pruf- 
fian  majeily's  firft  expofition  of  motives,  the  omif- 
fion  was  afterwards    fupplied  in  a  fubfequent  me- 
morial to  the  States  General  •,    in  which  he  charged 
the  king  of  Poland,  as  an  accomplice  in,  if  not  an 
acceffory  to   the   treaty   of  Peterfburg  •,    and  even 
taxed  him   with  having    agreed    to  a  partition  of 
fome  PrufTian  territories,  v»/hen  they  fhould  be  con- 
quered.    This    treaty  of  partition,    however,    ap- 
pears to  have  been  made  in  timeof  adlual  war,  be- 
fore all  caufe  of  difpute  was  removed  by  the  peace 
of  Drefden. 
Imoerial         While  the  Aufciian  and  Pruffian  armies  v/ere  in 
decrees       jj^g  field,  their   refpeftive  minifters  were  not  idle 
J^ainil^      at  Ratifbon,  where    three  Imperial    decrees   were 
the  icing     pubiifned  againft    his  Pruffian   majefty :    the  firil, 
of  Pruifia.    funnmoning  that  prince  to  withdraw  his  troops  from 
the  eledorate  of  Saxony  •,  the  fecond,  commanding 
all  the  vafTals  of  the  empire  employed  by  the  king 
ofFruflla  to  quit  that   fcrvice  immediately;  and 
the  thirdj  forbidding  the  members  of  the  Empire 

to 
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to  fufFer  any  levies  of  foidiers,  for  the  PrufTian  fer-  An.  1756. 
vice,  to  be  raifed  within  their  refpeflive  jurifdic- 
tions.  The  French  minifter  declared  to  the  dyet, 
that  the  proceedings  of  his  Pruilian  majeily  having 
difclofed  to  the  world  the  proje6t  concerted  be- 
tween that  prince  and  the  king  of  England,  to  ex- 
cite in  the  Empire  a  religious  v/ar,  which  might  be 
favourable  to  their  particular  views,  his  moil  Chrif- 
tian  majefty,  in  confequence  of  his  engagements 
with  the  Emprefs-queen,  and  many  other  princes 
of  the  Empire,  being  refolved  to  fuccour  them  in 
the  mod  efficacious  manner,  would  forthwith  fend 
fuch  a  number  of  troops  to  their  aid,  as  might  be 
thought  neceflary  to  preferve  the  liberty  of  the 
Germanic  body. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  PrufTian  minifter  aflured 
the  dyet,  that  his  mafter  would  very  foon  produce 
the  proofs  that  were  come  to  his  hands  of  the  plan 
concerted  by  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Drefden, 
for  the  fubverfion  of  his  eledoral  houfe,  and  for 
impofmg  upon  him  a  yoke,  which  feemed  to 
threaten  the  whole  Empire. 

About  the  fame  time  the  RuITian  refident  at  the  Dedara- 
Hague  communicated  to  the  States  General  a  de-    tions  of 
claration  from   his   miflrefs,   importing,    that   her   '^'^^'^"^ 
Imperial  majecly  having  feen  a  memorial  prefented 
at  the  court  of  V^ienna  by  the  king  of  PruiTia's  en- 
voy extraordinary,   was  thereby  convinced  that  his 
PrufTian  majefty's  intention  was  to  attack  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  Emprefs-queen  ;  in  which  cafe,  fhe 
(the  Czarina)  was  inevitably  obliged  to  fuccour  her 
ally  with  all  her  forces  ;    for  which  end  fhe  had  or- 
dered all  her  troops  in  Livonia  to  be  forthwith  af- 
fembled  on  the  frontiers,  and  hold  themfeives  in 
3  readi- 
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An.  1756.  readinefs  to  march:  that  moreover,  the  RufTiarl 
admiralty  had  been  enjoined  to  provide  immediate- 
ly a  fufficient  number  of  galhes  for  tranfporting 
a  large  body  of  troops  to  Lubec.  The  minifters 
of  the  P^mprefs-queen,  both  ac  the  Hague  and  at 
London,  delivered  memorials  to  the  States  Gene- 
ral and  his  Britannic  majefty,  demanding  the  fuc- 
cours  which  thefe  tv/o  powers  v/ere  bound  to  af- 
ford the  houfe  of  Auftria  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la- 
Chapelle  j  but  their  high  mightineffes  kept  warily 
aloof  by  dint  of  evafion,  and  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  was  far  otherwife  engaged. 

The  invafion  of  Saxony  had  v/ell  nigh  produced 
tragedies  in  the  royal  family  of  France.  The  dau- 
phinefs,  who  was  far  advanced  in  her  pregnancy, 
no  fooner  learned  the  diflrefsful  circumftances  of 
her  parents,  the  king  and  queen  of  Poland,  than 
ilie  was  feized  with  violent  fits,  which  occafioned  a 
mifcarriage,  and  brought  her  life  into  the  molt 
imminent  danger. 

The  Pruffian  minifter  v/as  immediately  ordered 
to  quit  Verfailles  i  and  direftions  were  difpatched 
to  the  French  minifler  at  Berlin,  to  retire  from 
that  court  without  taking  leave.  Finally,  the  em- 
peror of  Germany  concluded  a  new  convention 
with  the  French  king,  regulating  the  fuccours  to 
be  derived  from  that  quarter :  he  claimed  in 
all  the  ufual  forms,  the  afiiftance  of  the  Germanic 
bcdy  as  guaranty  of  the  pragmatic  fanftion  and 
treaty  of  Drefden  -,  and  Sweden  was  alio  addreffed 
on  the  fame  fubje£t. 

The  king  of  Prufila  did  not  pafTively  bear  all  the 
imputations  that  were  fixed  upon  his  condu<5i:„ 
His  minifter  at  the  Hague  prefented  a  memorial 
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in  anfwer  to  that  of  the  Saxon  refident,  in  which   An.  1756. 
he  accufed  the  court  of  Drefden  of  having  adopted   His  Pruf- 
every  part  of  the  fcheme  which  his   enemies  had   -^Jlyl^g'^^, 
formed  for  his  deilruftion.     He  affirmed  that  the   fwerto 
Saxon  minifters  had,  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe,    ^^^  Saxon 
played  off  every  engine  of  unwarrantable  politics,   j^^^^ 
in  order  to  pave  the  way  for  the  execution  of  their 
projeft :    that  they  had  endeavoured  to  give   an 
odious  turn  to  his  mod  innocent  a<5lions:   that  they 
had  fpared  neither  malicious  infinuations,  nor  even 
the  moft  atrocious  calumnies,   to  alienate  all  the 
■world  from  his  majefty,  and  raifeup  enemies  againft 
him  every  where.     He  faid  he  had  received  inform- 
ation that  the  court  of  Saxony  intended   to  let  his 
troops  pafs  freely,   and  afterwards  wait  for  events 
of  which  they  might  avail  themfeives,  either  by 
joining  his  enemies,  or  making  a  diverfion  in  his 
dominions :  that  in  fuch  a  fituation  he  could  not 
avoid  having   recourfe  to  the  only   means  v/hich 
were   left  him  for  preventing   his  inevitable  ruin, 
by  putting  it  out  of  the  power  of  Saxony  toencreafe 
the  number  of  his  enemies.     He  afierted  that  all 
the   meafures   he   had  purfued  in  that  eleftorate 
were  but  the  neceffary  confequences  of  the  firll  re- 
folution  he  was  forced  to  take  for  his  own  prefer- 
vation  :  that  he  had  done  nothing  but  deprived  the 
court  of  Saxony  of  the  means  of  hurting  him;   and 
this  had  been  done  with  all  poffible  moderation  : 
that  the  country  enjoyed   all  the  fecurity  and    all 
the  quiet  which  could  be  expecfced  in  the  very  midft         ' 
of  peace,  the  PruGlan  troops  obferving  the  moft. 
exa£t  difcipline  :   that  all  due  refpedl  was  fiiewn  to 
the  queen  of  Poland,  who  had  been  prevailed  upon 
by  the  moft  fuitable  reprefenta.tions,  to  fufFer  fome  | 

papers 
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An.  1756.  papers  to  be  taken  from  the  paper- office,  of  which 
his  PrufTian  majefly  already  had  copies;  and 
thought  it  neceflary,  to  afcertain  the  dangerous  de- 
iign  of  the  Saxon  miniftry  againft  him,  to  fecure 
the  originals ;  the  exillence  and  reality  of  which 
might  otherwife  have  been  deniedf .  He  obferved 
that  every  man  has  a  right  to  prevent  the  mifchief 
with  which  he  is  threatened,  and  to  retort  it  upon 
its  author  ;  and  that  neither  the  conftitutions  nor 
the  laws  of  the  Empire  could  obftrud  the  exertion 
of  a  right  fo  fuperior  to  all  others,  as  that  of  felf- 
prefervation  and  felf-defence  \  efpecially  when  the 
depofitory  of  thefe  laws  is  fo  clofely  united  to  the 
enemy  as  manifeftly  to  abufe  his  power  in  her  fa- 
vour. 

But  the  moft  important  flep  which  his  PrulTian 
Ajuflifi.     majefty  took  in  his  own  juftification,    was  that  of 
canon  of     publifliing  another  memorial   fpecifying  the  con- 
^^^^         du6b   of  the  court  of  Vienna  and  Saxony,  and 
their  dangerous  defigns  againft  his  perfon  and  inte- 
reft,   together  with  the  original  documents  adduced 
as  proofs  of  thefe  linifter  intentions.     As  a  know- 
ledge of  thefe  pieces  is  requifite  to  form  a  diftindl 
idea  of  the  motives   which  produced  this  dreadful 
war    upon   the  continent,    it  will  not  be  amifs  to 
uQier  the   fubftance   of  them  to  the    reader's  ac- 
quaintance.    His  Pruffian  majefty  affirms,  that  to 
arrive  at  the  fource  of  the  vaft  plan  upon  which 

■f-  Can  the  levying  exorbi-  her  palace  both  without  and 

tant  contributions,  and  feizing  within,  and  fend  orders  even  to 

the  revenues  of  the  electorate,  do  violence  on  her  perfon  ftiould 

be  deemed  inftances  of  mode-  Ihe  attempt  to  hinder  the  offi- 

ration  ?  VVas  it  confiltent  with  cer  from    breaking   open   the 

the  refpeft  due  to  a  venerable  cabinet  ? 


queen,  to  place  centries  upon 
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the  courts  oF  Vienna  and  Saxony  had  been  em-  An. 
ployed  againft  him  ever  fince  the  peace  of  Dref- 
den,  we  mufl:  trace  it  as  far  back  as  the  war  which 
preceeded  this  peace:  that  the  fond  hopes  which 
the  two  alUed  courts  had  conceived  upon  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  the  campaign  in  the  year  one  thoufand  {Qw^a 
hundred  and  forty  four,  gave  occafion  to  a  treaty 
of  eventual  partition,  ftipulating  that  the  court  of 
Vienna  fhculd  pcfTefs  the  dutchy  of  Silefia,  and 
the  county  of  Glatz:  while  the  king  of  Pqlandj 
elector  of  Saxony,  iliould  fliare  the  dutchies  of 
Magdebourg  and  CroifTen  j  the  circles  of  Zulhchov/ 
and  Swibus,  together  with  the  Prufnan  part  of  Lu- 
fatia :  that  after  the  peace  of  Drefden,  concluded 
in  the  year  one  thoufand  {even  hundred  and  forty-* 
five,  there  was  no  further  room  for  a  treaty  of  this 
nature:. yet  the  court  of  Vienna  propofed  to  thas 
of  Saxony  a  new  alliance,  in  v/hich  the  treaty  of 
eventual  partition  fhould  be  renewed  :  but  this  laft 
thought  it  neceiTary,  in  the  firft  place,  to  give  a 
greater  confiftency  to  their  plan,  by  grounding  it 
upon  an  alliance  between  the  Emprels- queen  and 
the  Czarina.  Accordingly  thefe  two  powers  did,  in 
fa6t,  conclude-a  defenfive  alliance  at  Peterfburg  is 
the  courfe  of  the  enfuing  year :  but  the  body  or 
oftenfible  part  of  this  treaty  was  compofed  meerly 
with  a  view  to  conceal  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
public,  fix  fecret  articles,  the  fourth  of  which  was 
levelled  fingly  againft  Pruflla,  according  to  the 
exafl  copy  of  it,  which  appeared  among  the  docu- 
ments, in  this  article,  the  Emprefs-queen  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia  fets  out  with  a  proteftation, 
that  fhe  will  religioudy  obferve  the  treaty  of  Dref- 
den i  but  explains  her  real  way  of  thinking  upon 
Numb.  9.  '         C  c  the 
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An.  1756.  the  fubjed,  a  little  lower  in  the  following  terms ; 
"  If  the  king  of  Pruflia  Ihould  be  the  firfl  to  de- 
part from  this  peace,  by  attacking  either  her  ma- 
jefty  the  Emprels  queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 
or  her  majefty  the  emprefs  of  RuiTia,  or  even  the 
republic  of  Poland  ,  in  all  thefe  cafes,  the  rights 
of  the  Emprefs- queen  to  Silefia  and  the  county  of 
Glatz,  would  again  take  place,  and  recover  their 
full  effe6t :  the  two  contradiing  parties  fhould  mu- 
tually affifl  each  other  with  fixty  thoufand  men  to 
atchieve  thefe  conquelfs.  The  king  obferves  upon 
this  articles,  that  every  war  v^hich  can  arife  between 

.^„  him  and  RufTia,  or  the  republic  of  Poland,  would 

he  looked  upon  as  a  manifeft  infradlion  of  the  peace 
of  Drefden,  and  a  revival  of  the  rights  of  the  houfe 
of  Auftria  to  Silefiaj  though  neither  Ruifia  nor  the 
republic  of  Poland  is  at  all  concerned  in  the  treaty 
of  Drefden  j  and  though  the  latter,  with  which  the 
king  lived  in  the  mod  intimate  friendHiip,  was  not 
even  in  alliance  with  the  court  of  Vienna:  that,  ac-" 
cording  to  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nature,  re- 
ceived among  all  civilized  nations,  the  mod  the 
court  of  Vienna  could  be  authorifed  to  do  in  fuch 
cafes,  would  be  to  fend  thofe  fuccours  to  her  al- 
lies v/hlch  are  due  to  them  by  treaties,  without  her 
having  the  leaft  pretence,  on  that  account,  to  free 
herfelf  from  the  particular  engagements  fubiifting 
between  her  and  the  king :  he  appealed  therefore 
to  the  judgment  of  the  impartial  world,  whether 
in  this  fecret  article  the  contrafting  powers  had  kept 
within  the  bounds  of  a  defenfive  alliance  :  or  whe- 
'ther  this  article  did  not  rather  contain  a  plan  of  an 
offenfive  alliance  againfb  the  king  of  Pruflia.  He 
affirmed  it  was  obvious,  from  this  article,  that  the 
Q,  court 
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court  of  Vienna  had  prepared  three  pretences  for   An.  i756. 
the  recovery  ofiiiefia-,    and  that   llie  thought  to 
attain    her  end  either   by   provoking  the  king   to 
commence  hoftilities  againil  her,    or  to  kindle   a 
v/ar  between  his   majefty  and  Ruffia  by  her  fecret 
intrigues  and  machinations  :  -  he  alledges  that  the 
court  of  Saxony,   bdng-  invited  to   accede  to   this 
aUiance,  eagerly  accepted  the  invitation  ;   furniihed 
its   miniilers    at  Peterll3urg  with  full  powers  for 
that  purpofe  5   and   ordered   them  to  declare  thac 
their  ma(ier  was   not  only  ready   to  accede  to  the 
treaty   itfelf,   but  alfo   to  the  fecret  article  againPc 
Pruffiaj   and  to  join  in  the  regulations  made  by  the 
tv/o  courts,  provided  euedLUal    meafures  fliould  be 
taken,  as  v/elj  for  the  fecurity  of  Saxony,  as  for  its 
indemnification  and  recompence,   in  proportion  to 
the  efforts  and  progrefs  that  might  be  made  :    thac 
the  court  ofDrefden  declared,   if  upon  any  freili 
attack  from  theking  of  Pruffia,  the  Emprefs-queen 
fhould,   by  their  adiftance,  not  only  reconquer  Si- 
Itfia,  and   tn.e  county   of  Giatz,    but   alfo  reduce 
hhn  within  inarrow-r  bounds  i   the  king  of  Poland, 
as  eleftcr  of  Saxony,    v/ould  abide  by  the  partitioa 
formerly  ftipulated  betv^een  him  and  the  Emprefs- 
queen.  He  alfo  declared  that  count  Lofs,  the  Saxon 
minifter  at  Vienna,  was  charged  to  open  a  private  ne- 
gotiation for  fettling  an  eventual  partition  of  the  con- 
queft  v/hich  might  be  made  on  Prufila,    by  laying 
down,  as  the  bafis  of  it,  the  treaty  of  Leipfic,  figned 
on  the  eighteenth  day  of  May,  in  theyear  one  thcu« 
fand  feven  hundred  and  forty  five  ;    as  would  ap- 
pear by  the  documents    affixed.    He  owned  it  had 
been  fuppofcd,    through  the  whole  of  this  negoti- 
ation,  tiiat  the  king  of  Prufila  fhould  be  the    ag- 
C  c  2  greffor 
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An.  1756.    grefibr  againft  the  court  of  Vienna ;    but  he  in- 
filled,    that  even  in   this  cafe  the   king  of  Poland 
could  have  no  right  to  make  conquelts  on  his  Pruf- 
lian  majefty.     He  likewife  acknowledged  that  the 
court  of  Saxony  had  not  yet  acceded  in  form  to  the 
treaty   of  Peteriburg  ;    but  he   obferved,   its  al- 
lies were  given  to  underftand  again  and  again,  that 
it  was  ready  to  accede  without  reftridlion,  whenever 
this  could  be  done  without  rifque  ;    and  the  advan- 
tages to  be  gained  fhould  be  fecured  in  its  favour  : 
circumilances  proved    by   divers   authentic  docu- 
ments, particularly  by  a  letter  from  count  Fleming 
to    count  de  Bruhl,   informing    him    that  count 
Uhlefield    had  charged  him  to  reprefent  afrefh  to 
his  court,  that  they  could  not  take  too  fecure  mea- 
fures   againft  the  ambitious  views  of  the  king  of 
Pruffia  i    that  Saxony  in  particular,    ought  to  be 
cautious,  as  being  the  moft  expofed  :  that  it  was  of 
the  higheftimportance  to  ftrengthen  their  old  en« 
gagements   upon  the  footing  propofed  by  the  late 
count  de  Harrach  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred   and  forty  five ;    a  fiep  which  might  be 
taken  on  occalion  of  his  Poliih  majefty's  acceffion 
to  the  treaty  of  Peteriburg.     The  anfwer  of  count 
Bruhl  to  this  difpatch  imported,   that  the  king  of 
Poland  was  not  averfe  to  treat  in  the   utmoft  fe^ 
crecy   with  the  court  of  Vienna,    about  fuccours, 
by  private  and  confidential  declarations  relating  to 
the  fourth  fecret  article  of  the  treaty  of  Peterfburg, 
on  condition   of  reafonabie    terms  and  advantages, 
which  in  this  cafe  ought  to  be  granted  to  his  ma- 
jefty.     He  quoted  other  difpatches  to  prove  the  un- 
wilHngnefs  of  his  Polifh  majefty  to  declare  himfelf, 
until  the  king  of  Pruflia  Ihould  be  attacked,  and 

his 
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his  forces  divided  ;  and  that  this  fcruple  was  ad-  Ah,  1756. 
micted  by  the  alHes  of  Saxony.  From  thefe  pre- 
mifes  he  deduced  this  inference,  that  the  court  of 
Drefden,  without  having  acceded  in  form  to  the 
treaty  of  Peterfourg,  was  not  lefs  an  accomphce  in 
the  dangerous  defigns  which  the  court  of  Vienna 
had  grounded  upon  this  treaty  •,  and  that  having 
been  difpenfed  with  from  a  formal  concuirence,  it 
had  only  waited  for  that  moment  v/hen  it  might, 
without  running  any  great  rifque,  concur  in  efFed, 
and  {hare  the  fpoils  of  its  neighbour.  In  expeda- 
tion  of  this  period,  he  faid  the  Auftrian  and  Saxon 
miniiters  laboured   in  concert  and  underhand  with  1 

the  more  ardour,  to  bring  the  Cafus  Fcsderis  into 
exiilence  ;  for  it  being  laid  down  as  a  principle  in 
the  treaty,  that  any  war  whatever  between  him  and 
Ruflia,  would  authorife  the  Emprefs- queen  tore- 
take  Silefia,  there  was  nothing  more  to  be  done 
tut  to  kindle  fuch  a  warj  for  which  ptirpofe  no 
method  was  found  more  proper  than  that  of  em- 
broiling the  king  v/ith  the  emprefs  of  Ruilia  ,  and 
to  provoke  that  princef?,  with  all  forts  of  falfe  in-^ 
linuations,  impofcures,  and  the  moll  atrocious  ca- 
lumnies, in  laying  to  his  majefty's  charge  a  variety 
of  defigns,  fometimes  againft  Ruffia,  and  even  the 
perfon  of  the  Czarina;  fometimes  views  upon  Poland, 
and  fometimes  intrigues  in  Sweden.  By  thefe  and 
other  fuch  contrivances,  he  affirmed  they  had  kind- 
led the  animofity  of  the  Emprefs  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  in  a  couucil  held  in  the  month  of  Odober,  in 
the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty- three, 
Ihe  had  refolved  to  attack  the  king  of  Pruffia  with- 
out any  further  difcuffion,  whether  he  fhould  fall 
upon  any  of  the  allies  of  Ruffia,  or  one  of  them 
C  c  3  Ihould 
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An.  1756,  fliould  begin  with  him  :  a  refolution  which  for  that 
time  was  fruftrated  by  their  want  of  feamen  and 
magazines  -,  but  the  preparations  were  continued, 
iinder  pretence  of  keeping  themfelves  in  a  condi- 
tion to  fulfil  their  engagements  contrafted  in  the 
iaft  fubfidiary  convention  with  England  ;  and  when 
all  were  iiniilied,  the  florm  v/ould  fall  on  the  king 
of  PrniTia. 

Remarks  This  is   the  fubuance  of  that  famous  memorial 

pub'iflied  by  his  Pruilian  majefty,  to  which  the 
juilifying  pieces  or  authentic  documents  were  an- 
nexed •,  and  to  which  a  circumfLandal  anfwer  was 
exhibited  by  the  partifans  of  her  Im.perial  majeity. 
Specious  reafons  may,  doubtlefci,  be  adduced  oti 
either  fide  of  almoft  any  difpute,  by  writers  of  in- 
genuity :  but,  in  examining  this  contefl,  it  m.uft 
be  allowed  that  both  fides  adopted  illicit  practices. 
The  Emprefs-queen  and  the  eleftor  of  Saxony  had 
certainly  a  right  to  form  defenfive  treaties  for  their 
own  prefsrvation :,  and  without  all  doubt,  it  v;^as 
their  intereft  and  their  duty  to  fecure  themfelves 
from  the  enterprizes  of  fuch  a  formidable  neigh- 
bour :  but  at  the  fame  time  the  contrading  parties 
feem  to  have  carried  their  views  much  farther  than 
defenfive  meafures.  Perhaps  the  court  of  Vienna 
confidered  the  cefTion  cfSilefiaas  a  circumflance 
altogether  compulfive,  and  therefore  not  binding 
againft  the  rights  of  natural  equity.  She  did  not 
at  ail  doubt  that  the  king  of  PrufTia  would  be 
Jempced  by  jiis  ambition  and  great  warlike  power, 
to  take  fome  ftep  which  might  be  juflJy  interpreted 
Into  an  infraftion  of  the  treaty  of  Drefden;  and  in 
that  cafe  fhe  vyas  determined  to  avail  herfelf  of  the 
confederacy  ihe  had  formed,  that  ilie   might  rcr 

trieye 
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trieve  the  countries  Ihe  had  lofl  by  the  unfortunate  A"-  '75°. 
events  of  the  laft  war,  as  well  as  bridle  the  dange- 
rous power  and  difpofition  of  the  Pruflian  mo- 
narch: and  in  all  probability,  the  king  of  Poland, 
over  and  above  the  fame  confideration,  v^'as  defirous 
of^fome  indemnification  for  the  laft  irruption  into 
his  ele<5loral  dominions,  and  the  great  fums  he  had 
paid  for  the  fubfequent  peace.  Whether  they 
were  authorifed  by  the  law  of  nature  and  nations  to 
make  reprifals  by  an  actual  partition  of  the  coun- 
tries they  might  conquer,  fuppofing  him  to  be  the 
aggreffor,  v/e  fhall  not  pretend  to  determine  :  but 
it  does  not  at  all  appear  that  his  PrufTian  majefty's 
danger  was  fuch  as  intitled  him  to  take  thofe  vio- 
lent fteps  which  he  now  attempted  to  juilify.  By 
this  time  the  flame  of  war  was  kindled  up  to  a 
blaze  that  foon  filled  the  empire  v/itli  ruin  and  de- 
folation  ;  and  the  king  of  PrufFia  had  drawn  upon 
himfeif  the  refentment  of  the  three  greatefc  powers 
in  Europe,  who  laid  afide  their  former  animofities, 
and  every  confideration  of  that  balance,  which  it 
had  coft  fuch  blood  and  treafure  to  preferve,  in  or- 
der to  confpire  his  deftruftion.  The  king  him- 
feif could  not  but  forefee  this  confederacy,  and 
know  the  power  it  might  exert :  but  probably  he 
confided  fo  much  in  the  number,  the  valour  and 
difcipline  of  his  troops  •,  in  the  fldll  of  his  officers ; 
in  his  own  condu6t  and  activity  %  that  he  hoped  to 
crufh  the  houfe  of  Auftria  by  one  rapid  endeavour 
at  the  latter  end  of  the  feafon,  or  at  leaft  eftabliili 
himfeif  in  Bohemia,  before  her  allies  could  move 
to  her  afTiftance.  In  this  hope,  however,  he  was 
difappointed  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Aultrian  coun- 
cils. He  found  the  Emprefs-queen  in  a  condition 
C  c  4  £Q 
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to  make  head  againft  him  in  every  avenue  to  her 
dominions  •,  and  in  a  fair  way  of  being  afilfted  by 
the  circles  of  the  empire.  He  faw  himfelf  threat:- 
ened  v/ith  the  vengeance  of  the  Rufllan  emprefs/ 
and  the  fword  of  France  gleaming  over  his  head, 
without  any  profpeft  of  affiftance  but  that  which  he 
might  derive  from  his  alliance  with  Great  Britain. 

Thus  the  k —  of  E d  exchanged  the  alliance  of 

R — ,  which  was  his  fubfidiary,  and  the  friend- 
fhip  of  the  Emprefs-queen,  his  old  and  natural 
ally,  for  a  new  connexion  with  his  P — n  majefty, 
■who  could  neither  aft  as  an  auxiliary  to  G —  B--  n, 
nor  as  a  proteftor  to  H— r ;  and  for  this  connec- 
tion, the  advantage  of  which  was  merely  nega- 
tive, fuch  a  price  was  paid  by  E — d,  as  had  never 
been  given  by  any  other  potentate  of  Europe,  evea 
for  fervices  of  the  greateil  importance. 

About  the  latter  end  of  November,  the  Saxorj 
minifter  at  Ratifoon  delivered  to  the  dyet  a  new 
and  ample  memorial,  explaining  the  lamentable 
ftate  of  that  electorate,  and  imploring  afrefh  the 
affiftance  of  the  Empire.  The  king  of  PrulTia 
had  alfo  addreffed  a  letter  to  the  dyet,  demand- 
ing fuccour  of  the  feveral  ftates,  agreeable  to  their 
guaranties  of  the  treaties  of  Weftphalia,  and  Dref- 
den  :    but  the  minifter   of  Mentz,  as  diredor  of 


the   dyet. 


having 


refufed   to    lay   it   before  that 


affembly,  the  minifter  of  Brandenburg  ordered  it 
to  be  printed,  and  fent  to  his  court  for  further  in- 
llruftions.  In  the  mean  time  his  Pruftian  majefty 
thought  proper  to  intimate  to  the  king  and  fenate 
of  Poland,  that  fhould  the  Ruflian  troops  be  per- 
mitted to  march  through  that  kingdom,  they 
Plight  exped  to  fee  their  country  made  a  fcene  of 

war 
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war  and  defolation.  In  France  the  profpe6l  of  a 
general  and  fanguinary  war  did  not  at  all  allay  the 
difiiirbance  which  fprang  from  the  dilTenlion  be- 
tween the  clergy  and  parliament,  touching  the  bull 
Unigenitus.  The  king  being  again  brought  over 
to  the  ecclefiaftical  fide  of  the  difpute,  received  a 
brief  from  the  pope,  laying  it  down  as  a  funda- 
mental article,  that  whofoever  refufes  to  fubmit  to 
the  bull  Unigenitus  is  in  the  way  to  damnation  : 
and  certain  cafes  are  fpecified  in  which  the  fa- 
craments  are  to  be  denied.  The  parliament  of 
Paris,  coniidering  this  brief  or  bull  as  a  diredl  attack 
upon  the  rights  of  the  Gallican  church,  ifiued  an 
arret  or  decree  fuppreffing  the  fiid  bull  ;  referving 
to  themfelves  the  right  of  providing  againft  the  in- 
conveniencies  with  which  it  might  be  attended;  as 
well  as  the  privilege  to  maintain  in  their  full  force 
the  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  the  power  and  ju- 
rifdiftion  of  the  bifnops,  the  liberties  of  the  Gallican 
church,  and  the  cuftoms  of  the  realm.  The  king, 
difiatisiied  with  their  interpofition,  declared  his  de- 
fign  to  hold  a  bed  of  juftice  in  perfon  at  the  pa- 
lace. Accordingly,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  iNovem- 
ber,  the  whole  body  of  his  guards,  amounting  to 
ten  thoufand  men,  took  poft  in  the  city  of  Paris : 
and  next  day  the  king  repaired  with  the  ufual  cere- 
mony to  the  palace  where  the  bed  of  juftice  was 
held  :  among  other  regulations,  an  edid  was 
ifTued  for  fupprelTing  the  fourth  and  fifth  cham- 
bers of  inquefis,  the  members  of  which  had  re- 
markably diftinguiihed  themfelves  by  their  oppo- 
fition  to  the  boll  Unigenitus, 

In  England,   the  dearth  of  corn,  arifing  in   a 
great  meafure  from  the  iniquitous  practice  of  en- 
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groffing,  was  fo  feverely  fek  by  the  common 
people,  that  infurredicns  were  raifed  in  Shropfnire 
and  Warwickfhire  by  the  populace,  in  conjundion 
with  the  colliers,  whofeized  by  violence  all  the  pro- 
vifion  they  could  find  -,  pillaging  without  diftinc- 
tion,  the  millers,  farmers,  grocers^  and  butchers, 
until  they  v/ere  difperfed  by  the  gentlemen  of  the 
country  at  the  head  of  their  tenants  and  depend- 
ants. Diforders  of  the  fame  nature  were  excited 
by  the  colliers  in  the  foreft  of  Dean,  and  thofe 
employed  in  the  works  of  Cumberland,  The  cor- 
porations, noblemen,  and  gentlemen,  in  difrerenc 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  exerted  themfelves  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  who  were  greatly  diftreifed  ,  and 
a  grand  council  being  affembled  at  St.  James's  on 
the  fame  fubjed,  a  proclamation  was  publifhed  for 
putting  the  laws  in  fpeedy  and  efFeftual  execution 
againfl  the  foreftallers  and  engroGers  of  corn. 

The  fear  of  an  invafion  having  now  fubfided, 
and  Hanover  being  fuppofed  in  greater  danger  than 
Great  Britain,  the  auxiliaries  of  that  eledorate  were 
tranfported  from  England  to  their  own  country. 
At  the  latter  end  of  the  feafon,  when  the  weather 
became  fevere,  the  innkeepers  of  England  refufed 
to  admit  the  Heffian  foldiers  into  winter  quarters, 
as  no  provilion  had  been  made  for  that  purpofe  by 
a6l  of  parliament ;  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  hue 
their  camp,  and  remain  in  the  open  fields  till  Janu- 
ary :  but  the  rigour  of  this  uncomfortable  fituation 
was  foftened  by  the  hand  of  generous  charity, 
which  liberally  fupplied  them  with  all  manner  of 
refrefhment,  and  other  conveniencies  ^  a  humane 
interpofition,  whi.h  refcued  the  national  charader 
from  the  imputation  of  cruelty  and  ingratitude. 

On 
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On  the  fecond  day  of  December,  his  majefiy  An.  1756. 
opened  the  feuicn  of  parhament,  with  a  fpeech  that  K'^g's 
feemed  to  be  didated  by  the  genius  of  England,  the'^pi-" 
He  expreiTed  his  confidence,  that,  under  the  guid-  liament. 
ance  of  divine  Providence,  the  union,  fortitude, 
and  affe6lion  of  his  people,  v/ould  enable  him  to 
furmount  all  difficulties,  and  vindicate  the  dignity 
of  his  crown  againfl  the  antient  enemy  of  Great 
Britain.  He  declared  that  the  fuccour  and  prefer- 
vation  of  America  conflicuted  a  main  objedl  of  his 
attention  and  follicitude ;  and  obferved,  that  the 
growing  dangers  to  which  the  Britifh  colonies 
might  fl:and  expofed  from  late  loffes  in  that  coun- 
try, demanded  refolutions  of  vigour  and  difpatch. 
He  faid  an  adequate  and  firm  defence  at  home 
fhould  maintain  the  chief  place  in  his  thoughts ; 
and  in  this  great  view  he  had  nothing  fo  much  at 
heart,  as  to  remove  all  grounds  of  dilTatisfaclion 
from  his  people :  for  this  end,  he  recommended 
to  the  care  and  diligence  of  the  parliament  the 
fi'aming  of  a  national  militia,  planned  and  regu- 
lated v/ith  equal  regard  to  the  juft  rights  of  his 
crown  and  people ;  an  inllitution  which  might  be- 
come one  good  refource  in  times  of  general  dan- 
ger. He  took  notice  that  the  unnatural  union  of 
councils  abroad,  the  calamities  which,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  unhappy  conjunftion,  m.ight,  by 
irruptions  of  foreign  armies  into  the  Empire,  ihake 
itsconftitution,  overturn  its  fyilem,  and  threaten 
opprefTion  to  the  proteilant  interell  on  the  conti- 
nent, were  events  which  muil  fenfibly  affed:  the 
roinds  of  the  BritiHi  nation  ;  and  had  fixed  the 
eyes  of  Europe  on  this  new  and  dangerous  crifis. 
He  gave  them  to  underftand  that  the  body  of  his 
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An.  1756.  eledloral  troops,  which  were  brought  hither  at  the 
deiire  of  his  parliament,  he  had  now  directed  to  re- 
turn to  his  dominions  in  Germany,  relying  with 
pleafure  on  the  fpirit  and  zeal  ot  his  people,  in, de- 
fence of  his  perfon  and  realm.  He  told  the  com- 
mons that  he  confided  in  their  wifdom,  for  prefer- 
ring more  vigorous  effoi  ts,  though  more  expenfive, 
to  a  lefs  effedual,  and  therefore  lefs  frugal  plan  of 
war  j  that  he  had  placed  before  them  the  dangers 
and  necelTities  of  the  public  :  and  it  was  their  duty 
to  lay  the  burdens  they  fliould  judge  unavoidable, 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  leail  difturb  and  ex- 
hauil  his  people.  Jrie  expreffed  his  concern  for  the 
fufFcrings  of  the  poor,  ari(ing  from  the  prefent 
dearth  of  corn,  and  for  the  difturbances  to  which 
it  had  given  rife ;  and  exhorted  his  parliament  to 
confider  of  proper  provifions  for  preventing  the 
like  mifchiefs  hereafter.  He  concluded  with  re- 
marking, that  unprofperous  events  of  war  in  the 
Mediterranean  had  dr;awn  from  his  fubjeds  fignal 
proofs  how  dearly  they  tendered  the  honour  of  his 
crown  ;  therefore  they  could  not,  on  his  part,  fail 
to  meet  with  iufl;  returns  of  unwearied  care,  and 
unceafing  endeavours  for  the  glory,  profperity,  and 
happinefs  of  his  people. 

The  king  having  retired  from  the  houfe  of  peers, 
the  fpeech  was  read  by  the  lord  Sandys,  appointed 
to  a6L  as  fpeaker  to  that  houfe  •,  then  earl  Gower 
moved  for  an  addrefs,  which,  however,  was  not 
carried  without  objeftion.  In  one  part  of  it  his 
'msjefly  was  thanked  for  having  caufed  a  body 
of  eleftoral  troops  to  come  into  England  at  the  re- 
quefb  of  his  parliament  -,  and  this  article  was  dif- 
agrgeable   to   thofe  who  had  difapproved   of  the 

requtil 
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requeft  in  the  laft  fefTion.  They  laid  they  wifhed  An.  1756. 
to  lee  the  pfefent  addrefs  unanimouily  agreed  to  by 
the  lords  •,  a  fatisfadtion  they  could  not  have  if  fuch 
a  paragraph  fhould  be  infcrted  :  for  they  ftili 
thought  the  bringing  over  Hanoverian  troops  a 
prepofterous  meafure ;  becaufe  it  had  not  only 
loaded  the  nation  with  an  enormous  expence,  buc 
alfo  furnifned  the  court  of  France  vvith  a  plaufible 
pretence  for  invading  the  eleclorate,  which  other- 
wife  it  v/ould  have  no  fiiadow  of  reafon  to  attack  ; 
befides,  the  expedient  was  held  in  reprobation  by 
the  fubjefts  in  general,  and  fuch  a  paragraph 
might  be  confidered  as  an  infult  on  the  people. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  exceptions,  which  did  not 
leem  to  be  very  important,  the  addrefs  including 
this  paragraph,  was  approved  by  a  great  majority. 

In   the   addrefs  of  the  commons  no  fuch  pa-    A  bill  ^ 
ragraph  was  inferted.     As  foon  as  the  fpeaker  had   ^^^^f^r'a. 
recited   his  majelly's  fpeech,    Mr.  C.  Townlhend    limited 
propofed    the  heads  of  an    addrefs,  to  which  the    ""^^  ^^^ 

\        r  •  n  11-  r-  expoita- 

houle  unanimouily  agreed;  and  it  was  prefented  tion  of 
accordingly.  This  neceffary  form  was  no  fooner  cornj&Co 
difcuffed,  than  the  houfe,  with  a  warmth  of  huma- 
nity and  benevolence  fuitable  to  fuch  an  aff-mbly, 
refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  to  deliberate  on 
that  part  of  his  majefty's  fpeech  which  related  to  the 
dearth  of  corn,  that  fo  much  diftrelTed  the  poorer 
clafs  of  people.  A  bill  was  immediately  framed, 
to  prohibit  for  a  time  limited,  the  exportation 
of  corn,  malt,  meal,  flour,  bread,  bifcuit  and 
ilarch  ;  and  a  refolution  unanimcufly  taken  to  ad- 
drefs the  fovereign,  that  an  embargo  might  be 
forthwith  laid  upon  all  Ihips  laden  or  to  be  laden 

with 
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An.  1756.  with  thefe  commodities  to  be  exported  from    the 
ports  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

At  the  fame  time  vice-admiral  Bofcawen,  from' 
the  board  of  admiralty,  informed  the  houfe,  that 
the  king  and  the  board  having  been  diiratislied 
with  the  condud  of  admiral  Byng,  in  a  late  adlion 
with  the  French  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
for  the  appearance  of  his  not  having  a6led  agree- 
ably to  his  inllruftions  for  the  relief  of  Minorca, 
be  was  then  in  cuflody  of  the  marflial  of  the  ad- 
miralty, in  order  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial  : 
that  although  this  was  no  more  than  what  wgs  ufual 
in  like  cafes,  yet  as  admiral  Byng  v/as  then  a  mem- 
ber of  the  houfe,  and  as  his  confinement  might 
detain  him  fome  time  from  his  duty  there,  the 
board  of  admiralty  thought  it  a  refped  due  to  the 
houfe  to  inform  them  of  the  commitment  and  de- 
tainer of  the  faid  admiral.  This  meflao-e  beino- 
delivered,  the  journal  of  the  houfe  in  relation  to 
rear-admiral  *  Knowles  was  read,  and  what  Mr. 
Bofcawen  now  communicated  was  alfo  inferred. 

The 


*  Rear-admiral  Kno  vies  be- 
ing, in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber one  thoufand  Teven  hun- 
dred and  forty -nine,  tried  at 
Deptford,  before  a  court-mar- 
tial, for  his  behaviour  jn  and 
relating  to  an  adion,  which 
happened  on  the  lirft  day  of 
Oftober  in  the  preceding  year, 
bet'.veen  a Biitifii  fquadron  un- 
der his  command,  and  a  fqua- 
dron of  Spain  ;  the  court  was 
unaninicully  of  opinion,  that 
the  faid  Knowles,  while  he 
was  Handing  for  the  enemy, 


might,  by  a  different  difpofi- 
tioa  of  his  fquadron,  have  be- 
gun tha  attack  vnth  fix  fhips 
as  early  in  the  day,  as  four  of 
them  were  engaged  j  and  that 
therefore,  by  his  negkding  fo 
to  do,  he  gave  the  enemy  a 
manifell:  advantage  :  that  the 
faid  Knowles  remained  on 
board  the  fhip  Cornwal  with 
his  flag,  after  fhe  was  difabled 
from  continuing  the  adion, 
though  he  might,  upon  her 
being  difabled,  have  Ihifted 
his  flag  on  board  another  fliip  • 
and 
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The  committees  of  fupply,  and  of  ways  and  An.  1757. 
means,  being  appointed,  took  into  confideration  the  Supplies 
necefficies  of  the  ftate,  and  made  very  ample  provi-  granted, 
fion  for  enabling  his  majefty  to  maintain  the  war 
with  vigour.  They  granted  fifty- five  thoufand 
men  for  the  fea-fervice,  including  eleven  thoufaad 
four  hundred  and  nineteen  marines  j  and  for  the 
land-fervice  forty-nine  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
forty-nine  effective  men,  comprehending  four  thou- 
fand and  eight  invalids.  The  fupply  was  granted 
for  the  maintenance  of  thefe  forces,  as  well  as  for 
the  troops  of  Hefle  and  Hanover  j  for  the  ord- 
nance ;  the  levy  of  new  regiments  -,  for  affifting  his 
majefty  in  forming  and  maintaining  an  army  of 
obfervation  ;  for  the  juft  and  necelTary  defence  and 
prefervation  of  his  eledloral  dominions,  and  thofe 
of  his  allies  •,  and  towards  enabling  him  to  fulfil 
his  engagements  with  the  king  of  Pruffia ;  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  Empire  againll  the  irruption  of  fo- 
reip:n  *  armies,   as  v/eil  as  for  the  fuoDort  of  the 

com- 


and  the  court  were  unanimouf-  therefore,  unanimouily  ad- 
ly  of  opinion,  he  ought  to  judged,  that  he  fhould  be  re- 
have  done  fo,  in  order  to  have  primanded  for  not  bringing 
conduced  and  direfted,  dur-  up  the  fquadron  in  clofer  or- 
ing  the  whole  aftion,  the  mo-  der  than  he  did,  and  not  be- 
tion  of  the  fquadron  intruded  ginning  the  attack  with  as 
to  his  care  and  conduft.  Upon  great  force  as  he  might  have 
confideration  of  the  whole  done;  and  alfo  for  not  fhift- 
condudl  of  the  faid  JCnowles,  ing  his  flag,  upon  the  Cora- 
relating  to  that  afticn,  the  wal's  being  difabled, 
court  did  unaniinoiiily  agree,  *  Nothing  could  more  glo- 
that  he  fell  under  part  of  the  riouHy  evince  the  generofityof 
fourteenth  ardcle  of  the  ar:i-  a  Britilh  parliament  than  this 
cles  of  war,  namely,  the  word  in  terpofuion  for  defending  the 
Negligence,  and  no  other  j  liberties  of  Germany,  in  con.= 
and  alfo  under  the  twenty-  junftion  with  two  eleftcrs  on- 
third  articie."— — — The  court,  \y,    againft    the  fenie   of  the 
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M-i']S7-  common  caufe -,  for  building  and  repairs  of  fhips, 
hiring  tranfports,  payment  of  half-pay  ofEcers,  and 
the  pennons  of  widows  •,  for  enabling  his  majefty 
to  difcharge  the  like  fum,  raifed  in  purfuance  of  an 
a6l  pafTed  in  the  lad  feffion  of  parliament,  and 
charged  upon  the  firft  aids  or  fupplies  to  be  grant- 
ed in  this  feffion  ;  for  enabling  the  governors  and 
guardians  of  the  hofpital  for  the  maintenance  and 
education  of  expofed  and  deferted  young  children, 
to  receive  all  fuch  children,  under  a  certain  ao-e,  as 
fhould  be  brought  to  the  faid  hofpital  within  the 
compafs  of  one  *  year  j  for  maintaining  and  fup- 
porting  the  new  fettlement  of  Nova  Scotia  j  for 
repairing  and  finifiiing  military  roads ;  for  making 
good  his  majeily's   engagements  with   the   land- 


other  feven,  and  in  direft  op- 
pofition  to  the  meafures  taken 
by  the  head  of  the  Empire, 
who  has,  in  the  fequel,  ftig- 
matized  thefe  two  princes  as 
rebels,  and  treated  one  of 
them  as  an  outlaw. 

*  This  charity,  eftablifhed 
by  voluntary  contribution, 
might,  under  proper  rellric- 
tions,  prove  beneficial  to  the 
commonwealth,  by  refcuing 
deferted  children  from  mifery 
and  death,  and  qualifying  them 
for  being  ferviceable  members 
of  the  community  :  but  fince 
the  liberality  of  parliament 
hath  enabled  the  governors 
and  corporation  to  receive  all 
the  children  that  are  prefent- 
ed,  without  queftion  or  limi- 
tation, the  yearly  expence  hath 
fwelled  into  a  national  grie- 
vance, and  the  humane  pur- 
pofes  of  Ui§  original  inftitu- 


tion  are  in  a  great  meafure  de- 
feated. Inftead  of  an  aCylam. 
for  poor  forlorn  orphans  and 
abandoned  foundlings,  it  is 
become  a  general  receptacle 
for  the  offspring  of  the  diflb- 
lute,  who  care  not  to  work 
for  the  maintenance  of  their 
families :  thus  the  charity  13 
converted  into  an  encourage- 
ment to  idlenefs ;  and  the  ge- 
neral expence  increafes  fo  faft, 
that  in  a  few  years  the  burden 
will  be  intolerable.  The  hof- 
pital itfelf  is  a  plain  edifice, 
well  contrived  for  ceconomy 
and  convenience,  ftanding  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  city,  and 
a  little  detached  from  it,  in  an 
agreeable  and  falubrious  fitua- 
tion.  The  hall  is  adorned 
with  fome  good  paintings,  the 
chapel  is  elegant,  and  the  re- 
gulations are  admirable. 

grave 
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grave  of  HeiTe  CalTcl ;    for  the  expence  of  march-   An,  175^ 
ihg,  recruiting,  and  remounting  German  troops  in 
-    the  pay  of  Great  Britain  j  for  impowering  his  ma- 
jefty  to  defray  any  extraordinary  expences  of  the 
war,  incurred  or  to  be  incurred  for  the  fervice  of 
the  enfuingyear  ;  and  to  take  all  fuch  meafures  as 
might  be  necelTary  to  difappoint  or  defeat  any  enter- 
prizes  or  defigns  of  his  enemies,  as  the  exigency  of 
affairs  fliould  require  ;  for  the  payment  of  fuch  per- 
fons,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  his  majefty  fhould  direct,  for 
the  ufe  and  relief  of  his  fubjeds  in  the  feveral  pro- 
vinces of  North  and  South  Carolina  and  Virginia^ 
in  recompence  for  fuch  fervices  as,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  his  majefty's  commander  in  chief  in  Ame- 
rica,  they  refpediively   had  performed,    or  fhould 
perform,  either  by  putting   thefe  provinces  in    a 
irate  of  defence,   or  by  ading  v/ith   vigour  againfb 
the  enemy  \  for  enabling  the   Eaft  India  company 
to  defray   the  expence  of  a  military  force  in  their 
fettlem.ents,  to  be  maintained  in  them,  in  lieu  of  a 
battalion  of  his  majefty's  forces  withdrawn   from 
thofe  forts  and  fiflories  j  for  the  maintenance  and 
fupport  of  the  fort's   on  the  coaft  of  Africa ;  for 
\Videning  the  avenues,  and  rendering  more  fafe  and 
commodious  the  ftreets  and  paiTages,  leading  from' 
Charing- crofs  to  the  two  houfes  of  parliament,  the 
courts   of  juilice,   and   the   nev/  bridge    of  Wefl- 
rainfler  *.       Such  v/ere  the    articles  under   which 
we  aaay   fpecify  the  fupplies  of  this  year,   on  the 


*  The  bridge   at  Weftmin-  imni1:er-hali    to    the  oppofi'e 

frer  may  be  {ionridered  as  a  na-  iide  of  the  river,  and  confifts 

Clonal  ornament.     It  was  built,  of  thirteen  arches,  conltruGed 

at  the  public    expence,    from  with  eq^ual  elegance   and  fim- 

tlie    neighbourhood    of  Wt^fc-  plicity. 

Numb.  9.  D  d  whole 
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An.  1757.  whole  amounting  to  eight  millions  three  hundred 
fifty  thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty-five 
pounds  nine  lliillings  and  three  pence.  It  muft  be- 
acknowledged  for  the  honour  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion,  t;hat  the  houfe  of  commons  could  not  have 
exhibited  ftronger  marks  of  their  attachment  to 
the  crown  and  perfon  of  their  fovereign,  as  well  as 
of  their  defire  to  fee  the  force  of  the  nation  exerted 
with  becoming  fpirit. 
Funds  Xhe  funds  provided  by  the  committee  of  ways 

P'^^^^  ^  '  and  means  for  defraying  the  expence  of  the  year, 
may  be  comprehended  under  the  following  refolu- 
tions.  They  impofed  a  land-tax  at  four  fliillings 
in  the  pound  :  they  continued  the  duties  on  malt, 
mum,  cyder,  and  perry  :  they  projected  a  lottery 
of  one  guinea  tickets,  for  raifing  a  fum  not  exceed- 
ing one  mJllion  fifty  thoufand  and  five  pounds  five 
Jhillings  ;  one  moiety  of  the  value  of  the  tickets  to 
be  divided  into  prizes  for  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
prietors j  and  the  other  half  to  be  applied  to  the 
ufe  of  the  public  :  they  refolved  that  the  fum  of 
two  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fhould 
be  raifed  by  annuities  for  lives,  v/ith  the  benefit  of 
furvivorfiiip,  or  for  terms  of  years  certain,  charged 
upon  a  fund  to  be  eilabhllied  in  this  felTion  of  par- 
liamjcnt  for  the  payment  thereof,  and  for  v/hich 
the  finking  fund  fhould  be  a  collateral  fecurity. 
The  conditions  on  which  they  propofed  to  grant 
thefe  annuities,  being  offered  to  the  publick  in  the 
month  of  March,  were  fo  ill  relifhed  by  the  Jews 
and  jobbers,  that  a  very  fmall  fum  had  been  fub- 
fcribed- within  the  time  limited  i  therefore  the  af- 
fair v/as  again  taken  into  confideration  by  the  com- 
mittee,   and  their  refolutions    were  altered  to  the 

foi' 
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following  purpofe  :  that  lb  much  of  the  fum  of  two  An.  1757^ 
milHons  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  intended 
to  be  raifed  by  annuities  for  hves,  with  the  benefit 
of  furvivorfhip,  or  for  terms  of  years  certain,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  the  four- 
teenth of  March,  as  had  not  been  fubfcribed  for 
within  the  time  hmited,  amounting  to  the  fum  of  two 
milhons  one  hundred  eighty-fix  thoufand  and  nine 
hundred  pounds,  fhould  be  raifed  by  annuities  at  the 
race  of  three  pounds  per  centum  per  annum,  tianf- 
ferabie  at  the  bank  of  England,  and  redeemable 
by  parliament,  the  faid  annuities  to  be  payed  by 
half-yearly  payments  j  and  thac  each  contributor 
fliould,  for  every  hundred  potands  contributed,  be 
intitied  alfo  to  an  annuity  for  life,  afrer  the  rate  of  , 
one  pound  two  Ihiliings  and  fix  pence  per  centum, 
to  be  payed  in  like  manner  ;  the  firit,  payment  of 
both  to  be  made  on  the  fifth  day  of  January  one 
thoufand  itvtvi  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  if  fuch 
contributors  refpectively  fhould  on  or  before  that 
time  have  appointed  their  nominees,  or  upon  fuch 
of  the  faid  half  yearly  days  of  payment  as  ihould 
be  next  after  the  relpeftive  appointment  of  their 
nominees  %  the  faid  refpe6t'.ve  annuities  to  be 
charged  upon  the  fund  refalved  to  be  eftablifned 
in  this  feiHon  of  parl'amentj  for  payment  of  the 
annuities  jTieniioned  in  the  refolution  of  March  the 
fourteenth,  for  which  the  finking-fund  fliould  be 
a  collateral  fecurity  \  and  that  all  fuch  contributors 
fhould,  on  or  before  the  fourth  day  of  May,  make  , 
a  depofit  v/ith  the  cafhiers  of  the  bank  of  England 
of  fifteen  pounds  for  every  hundred  which  they 
fhould  choofe  to  contribute,  and  fliould  make  the  , 
future  payments  on  or  before    the   times   herein 

n  d  a  after 
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An.  1757.  after  limited  ;  that  is,  ten  pounds  per  centum  on 
or  before  the  fourth  day  of  June ;  fifteen  per  cen- 
tum on  or  before  the  feventh  of  July,  fifteen  per 
centum  on  or  before  the  eighteenth  ofAuguft; 
fifteen  per  centum  on  or  before  the  twenty- firft  of 
September ;  fifteen  per  centum  on  or  before  the 
tenth  of  November  J  and  the  remaining  fifteen 
per  centum  on  or  before  the  twenty-fecond  day  of 
December :  that  all  perfons  who  had  already  fub- 
fcribed,  pnrfuant  to  the  refolution  of  March  the 
fourteenth,  and  who,  inftead  of  the  annuities  there- 
in mentioned,  fhould  choofe  to  accept  of  the  an- 
nuities propofed  by  this  refolution,  and  who,  on 
or  before  the  fourth  day  of  May,  fliould,  in  books 
to  be  opened  at  the  Bank  for  that  purpofe,  exprefs 
their  confent  or  not  exprefs  their  diflent  thereunto, 
ihould,  upon  their  compliance  v/ith  the  terms  here- 
in mentioned,  for  every  hundred  pounds  fo  by  them 
already  fubfcribed,  be  intitled  to  the  faid  feveral 
annuities  of  three  pounds,  and  one  pound  two  fhil- 
lings  and  fix  pence  ;  in  which  cafe  the  fum  fo  by 
them  already  advanced,  Ibould  be  deemed  part  of 
'  their  contribution  for  the  purchafe  of  the  annuities 
hereby  propofed  ;  and  that  the  fums  fo  contributed 
be  payed  by  the  caihiers  of  the  Bank  into  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  Exchequer,  to  be  applied,  from  time 
to  time,  to  fuch  fervices  as  (hall  then  have  been 
voted  by  thehoufe  in  this  feffion  of  parliament,  and 
not  otherwife.  ^ 

The  fund  eftabllfhed  for  the  payment  of  thefe 
^at  ftamp-    annuities  confifted  of  the  furplus  of  the  duties   on 
duties.        licences    for  retailing  fpirituous  liquors  ;  an  addi- 
tional ilamp-duty  of  one  fhiliingupon  every  inden- 
ture,  ieafe,    bond,    or  deed,  written  upon  vellum, 
3  parch- 
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parchment,  or  paper,  for  which  a  ilamp-duty  of  An.  i757« 
fix  pence  was  payable  by  a  former  a6t  of  parlia- 
ment ;  an  additional  ftamp-duty  of  five  pounds 
upon  every  licence  for  retailing  wine,  to  be  granted 
to  thofe  who  fliould  not  take  out  licences  for  re- 
tailing fpirits,  beer,  ale,  or  other  excifeable  liquors  ; 
an  additional  ftamp  duty  of  four  pounds  for  a 
wine  licence  to  be  granted  to  any  perfcn  who 
fhould  take  out  a  licence  for  retailing  beer,  ale, 
and  other  excifeable  liquors,  but  fhould  not  take  out 
a  licence  for  retailing  fpirituous  liquors  ,  of  an  ad- 
ditional ftamp-duty  of  forty  fhiliings  for  a  licence 
to  retail  wine,  to  be  granted  to  any  perfon  who 
fiiould  take  out  a  licence  for  retailing  fpirituous 
liquors  :  thefe  licences  to  be  taken  out  annually, 
and  granted  by  the  commiffioners  appointed  for 
managing  the  duties  arifmg  by  ftamps  upon  vel- 
lum, parchment,  and  paper.  Theyrefolved  to  re- 
peal the  a£l:  for  the  better  ordering  the  felling  of 
wines  by  retail,  and  for  preventing  abufts  in  the 
mingling,  corrupting,  and  vitiating  of  wines,  and 
for  fetting  and  limiting  the  prices  of  the  fame,  ex- 
cept fo  much  thereof  as  related  to  thefe  sbufes  : 
that  from  the  day  of  the  repeal,  which  was  the  fifth 
of  July  in  the  prefent  year,  the  commiiTion,  where- 
by agents  and  commifTioners  were  appointed  to 
.grant  licences  for  retailing  wine,  fhould  ceafe  and 
determine :  that,  out  of  the  feveral  duties  before 
mentioned,  his  majefty  Ihould  be  impowered  to 
,grant,  during  pleafure,  to  the  faid  feveral  agents  or 
.commiiffioners,  and  their  ofrlcers,  fuch  yearly  al- 
lov/ances  as  he  Ihould  think  proper,  fo  as  not  to 
.exceed  the  prefent  annual  amount  of  their  falaries  : 
that,  after  the  decermination  of  the  former  duties 
D  d  2  upon 
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iU'  1757?  upon  wine-Ii^ences,  his  majefty  fliould  receive  from 
the  new  dudes  a  fum  equal  to  the  produce  of  the 
former. 

The  efiablilhed  fund  was  moreover  augmented 
by  additional  duties  on  news-papers,  advertife- 
roents,  almanacks  or  kalendars,  and  IN ewcaftle coals 
exported  beyona  feas  to  any  country,  except  Ire- 
land, the  Ifle  of  Man,  and, the  Britifh  plantations. 

Towards  the  fupply  for  the  enfuing  year  the 
houfe  likcwife  refolved  to  apply  one  milhon  two 
hundr  rd  thoufand  pounds  from  the  finking-fund  j 
the  favings  out  or  the  grants  made  this  felTicn,  for 
the  pay  of  the  Hanoverian  troops  in  the  fervice  of 
Great  Britain  ;  the  furplus  of  the  duties  on  licences, 
and  ot  the  grants  for  the  preceding  year  remaining 
in  the  Exchequer;  and  one  million  to  be  raifed  by 
loans,  or  Exchequer-bills,  to  be  charged  on  the  firfl: 
aids  granted  in  the  next  feflicn  of  parliament. 

Bills  being  formed  on  thefe  refolutions,  foon 
paiTtd  into  laws  without  oppofition. 

The  funis  granted  by  the  committee  of  fupply 
did  not  exceed  eight  millions  three  hundred  fifty 
thoufand  three  hundred  twenty -five  pounds  nine 
Ihillings  and  three  pence  :  the  funds  eftablifhed 
amounted  to  eight  millions  fix  hundred  eighty- 
nine  thoufand  fifty- one  pounds  nineteen  fliillings 
and  feven  pence  ;  fo  that  there  was  an  overplus  of 
three  hundred  thirty  eight  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  twenty  fix  pounds  ten  fhillings  and  four  pence  : 
gn  excefs  which  was  thought  neceflary,  in  cafe  the 
lottery,  which  was  founded  on  a  new  plan,  fhould 
^not  fucceed. 

Some  of  thefe  impofitions  v/ere  deemed  grievous 
I  fiardlhips  by  thofe  upon  whom  they   immediately 

fellj 


tions  oti 
continen- 
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fell ;  and  many  friends  of  their  country  exclaimed  ^»-  '757 
againfl  the  projedled  army  of  oblervation  in  Ger  Reflec 
many,  as  the  commencement  of  3.  ruinous  conti 
nentai  war,  which  it  was  neither  the  interell  of  the  tal  war. 
nation  to  undertake,  nor  in  their  power  to  main- 
"tain,  without  Itarving  the  operations  by  fea,  and 
in  America,  founded  on  Britifh  principles  ;  with- 
out contrading  fuch  an  additional  load  of  debts  and 
taxes,  as  could  not  fail  to  terminate  in  banicruptcy 
and  diftrefs.  To  thofe  dependants  of  the  miniftry 
who  obferved,  that  as  Hanover  was  threatened  by 
France  for  its  connexion  v/ith  Great  Britain,  it 
ought,  in  common  gratitude,  to  be  proted:ed ; 
they  replied,  that  every  ftate,  in  aiTiftirrg  an  ally, 
ought  to  have  a  regard  to  its  own  prefervation  : 
that  if  the  king  of  England  enjoyed  by  inheritance, 
or  fucceffion,  a  province  in  the  heart  of  France,  it 
would  be  equally  abfurd  and  unjuft,  in  cafe  of  a 
rupture  with  that  kingdom,  to  exhaufr  the  trea- 
fures  of  Great  Britain  in  the  defence  of  fuch  a  pro- 
vince ;  and  yet  the  inhabitants  of  it  would  have 
the  fame  right  to  complain,  that  they  fuiTered  for 
their  connexion  with  England.  They  obferved, 
that  other  dominions,  eleclorates,  and  principali- 
ties in  Germany,  were  fecured  by  the  coniticutions 
of  the  Empire,  as  well  as  by  fair  and  equal  alliances 
with  their  co-eitates;  whereas  Hanover  ftood  foli- 
tary,  like  a  hunted  deer  avoided  by  the  herd,  and 
had  no  other  fhelter  but  that  of  fhrinking  under 
the  extended  ihield  of  Great  Britain  :  that  the  re- 
luflance  expreffed  by  the  German  princes  to  un- 
dertake the  defence  of  thefe  dominions,  flowed 
from  a  firm  perfuafion,  founded  on  experience,  that 
England  would  interpofe  as  a  principal,  and  not 
D  d  4  only 
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f7S7'  only  draw  her  fword  againft  the  enemies  of  the 
eleclorate,  but  concentrate  her  chief  ftrength  in 
that  objed,  and  wafte  her  treafures  in  purchafing 
their  concurrence  :  that,  exclufive  of  an  ample  re- 
•^enue  drained  from  the  fweat  of  the  people,  great 
part  of  which  had  been  expended  in  continental 
efforts,  the  whole  nadonal  debt,  incurred  fince  the 
acceiHon  of  the  late  king,  had  been  contracted  in 
purfuance  of  meafures  totally  foreign  to  the  intereft 
of  thefe  kingdoms:  that,  fince  Hanover  was  the 
favourite  objeft,  England  would  fave  money,  and 
great  quantities  of  Britilh  blood,  by  allowing 
France  to  take  poffeffion  of  the  eleftorate,  paying 
its  ranfom  at  the  peace,  and  indemnifying  the  in- 
habitants for  the  damage  they  might  fuftain  ;  an 
expedient  that  would  be  produftive  of  another 
good  confequence :  it  would  roufe  the  German 
princes  from  tiieir  affected  indifference,  and  oblige 
them  to  exert  themfeives  v/ith  vigour,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  detefted  neighbourhood  of  fuch  an  entetr 
prifmg  invader. 

The  article  of  the  fupply  relatino;  to  the  army  of 
obfervation,  took  rife  from  a  meffage  figned  by  his 
majefty,  and  prefented  by  Mr.  Pint,  now  promoted 
to  the  office  of  principal  fecretary  of  ftate  ,  a  gen- 
tleman who  had,  upon  fundry  occafions,  combated 
the  gigantic  plan  of  continental  connexions  with  all 
the  ftrength  of  reafon,  and  all  the  powers  of  elo- 
quence. He  now  imparted  to  the  houfe  an  inti- 
mation, importing,  It  was  always  with  reludance 
that  his  majefty  afked  extraordinary  fupplies  of  his 
people  ',  but  as  the  united  councils,  and  formidable 
preparations  of  France  and  her  allies,  threatened 
'  Eurbpe  in  general  with  the  moH  alarming  conf.?- 

■      ,      q veneer^ 
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quences  ;  and  as  thefe  unjuft  and  vindiftive  de^  An-iys?' 
ligns  were  particularly  and  immediately  bent  againft 
his  majefly's  eledoral  dominions,  and  thofe  of  his 
good  ally  the  king  of  Pruffia,  his  majefty  confided 
in  the  experienced  zeal  and  affetflion  of  his  faith- 
ful commons,  that  they  would  chearfuHy  affift  him 
in  forming  and  maintaining  an  army  of  obferva- 
tion,  for  the  juft  and  neceflary  defence  and  prefer- 
vation  of  thofe  territories,  and  enable  him  to  fulfil 
his  engagements  with  his  PruUian  majefty  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  Empire  againft  the  irruption  of 
foreign  armies,  and  for  the  fupport  of  the  common 
caufe. 

Pofterity  will  hardly  believe,  that  the  Emperor 
and  all  the  princes  in  Germany  were  in  a  confpira- 
cy  againft  their  country,  except  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
the  eledlor  of  Hanover,  and  the  landgrave  of  Hefle 
Caffeh  and  they  will,  no  doubt,  be  furprifed,  that 
Great  Britain,  after  all  the  treaties  flie  had  made, 
and  the  numberlefs  fubfidies  fhe  had  granted, 
fhould  not  have  an  ally  left,  except  one  prince,  fo 
embarrafied  in  his  own  affairs,  that  hte  could  grant 
her  no  fuccour,  whatever  affiftance  he  might  de- 
mand. 

The  king's  meffage  met  v/ith  as  favourable  a 
reception  as  he  could  have  defired.  It  v/as  read  in 
thehoufe  of  commons,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
treaty  between  his  majefty  and  the  king  of  Pruilia, 
including  the  fecret  and  feparate  article,  and  the 
declaration  figned  on  each  fide  by  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries at  Vv^eftmJnfter  :  the  requsft  was  granted, 
and  the  convention  approved.  With  equal  readi- 
nefs-did  thsy  gratify  his  majefty's  inclination,  flg- 
nified  in  anoiher  meira2;e  deliveredj    on  the  ieven- 

teenth 
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An.  1757-    teenrh  day  of  Majs    by  lord  Bateman,    intimating. 
That,    in  this    critical    conjun6lure,    emergencies 
might  arife  of  the  utmoft  importance,   and   be  at- 
tended with  the  mod  pernicious  confequences,   if 
proper  means  fhould  not  be  immediately  applied  to 
prevent  or  defeat  them  -,  his  majefty  was  therefore 
deiirous,    that  the  houfe  would  enable   him  to  de- 
fray any  extraordinary  expences  of  the  war,    in- 
curred or  to  be  incurred  for  the  fervice  of  the  cur- 
rent year  -,    and  to  take  all  fuch  meafures  as  might 
be  neceffary  to  difappoint  or  defeat  any  enterprizes 
or  defigns  of  his  enemies,  as  the  exigency  of  affairs 
might  require.     The  committee   of  fupply  forth- 
with granted  a  very  large  fum  for  thefe  purpofes, 
including  the   charge  of  German  mercenaries.     A 
like  meffage   being   at  the  fame  time   communi- 
cated  to  the  upper  houfe,   their  lordOiips  voted  a 
very  loyal  addrefs  upon  the  occafion  -,    and  when 
the  article  oilfeipply,  which   it  produced  among 
the  commons,  fell  under  their  infpecElion,  they  un- 
animoufly  agreed  to  it,  by  way  of  a  claufe  of  ap- 
propriation. 
Meafures         We  have  already  obferved,   that  the  firft  bill 
taken  to     which  the  commons  paffed  in  this  fefilon  was  for 
the  dearth   ^^^  relief  of  the  poor,  by  prohibiting  the  exporta- 
©fcorn,      tion  of  corn  :    but  this  remedy  not  being  judged 
adequate  to  the  evil,  another  bill  was  framed,    re- 
moving, for  a  limited  time,  the  duty  then  payable 
upon  foreign  corn  and  flour  imported  ;  as  alfo  per- 
mitting, for  a  certain  term,  all  fuch  foreign  corn, 
grain,  meal,  bread,  bifcuit,  and  flour,  as  had  been 
or  fhould  be  taken  from  the  enemy,   to  be  landed 
and  expended  in  the  kingdom  duty  free.     In  or- 
der Hill  more  to  reduce  the  high  price  of  corn, 

and 
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and  to  prevent  any  iupply  of  provifions  from  being 
fent  to  our  enemies  in  America,  a  third  bill  was 
brought  in,  prohibiting,  for  a  time  therein  limited, 
the  exportation  of  corn,  grain,  meal,  malt,  flour, 
bread,  bifcuir,  ftarch,  b^ef,  pork,  bacon,  or  other 
vi6lual,  from  any  of  the  Britifh  plantations,  unlefs 
to  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  or  from  one  colony  to 
another.  To  this  a6l,  which  will  remain  in  force 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  two  claufes 
were  added  for  allowing  thofe  necelTaries,  men- 
tioned above,  to  be  imported  in  foreign  built  fhips, 
and  from  any  ftate  in  amity  with  his  majefly,  either 
into"Great  Britain  or  Ireland ;  and  for  exporting 
from  Southampton  or  Exeter  to  the  lile  of  Man, 
for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants,  a  quantity  of  wheat, 
barley,  cats,  meal,  or  flour,  not  exceeding  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  quarters. 

The  commons  would  have  ilill  improved  their 
humanity,  had  they  contrived  and  eftablifhed  fome 
efiedual  method  to  punifh  thofe  unfeeling  villains, 
who,  by  engrofilng  and.  hoarding  up  great  quanti- 
ties of  grain,  had  created  this  artificial  fcarcity, 
and  deprived  their  fellow- creatures  of  bread,  with 
a  view  to  their  own  private  advantage.  Upon  a 
fubfequent  report  of  the  committee,  the  houfe  re- 
folved,  that,  to  prevent  the  high  price  of  wheat 
and  bread,  no  fpirits  fhould  be  diftilled  from  wheat 
for  a  limited  time.  While  the  bill,  formed  on  this 
refojution,  was  in  embryo,  a  petition  was  prefented 
to  the  houfe  by  the  brev/ers  of  London,  Weftmin- 
ller,  Southwark,  and  parts  adjacent,  reprefenting, 
that,  when  the  refolution  paffed,  the  price  of  m.alt, 
which  was  before  too  high,  immediately  rofe  to 
fuch  a  degree,    that  the  petitioners  found  them- 

felves 
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felves   utterly  .incapable   of  carrying  on  bufinefs, 
at   the  price  male  then  bore,  occafioned,  as  they 
conceived,  from  an  apprehenfion   of  the  neceffity 
the  dlftillers  would  be  under  to  make  ufe  of  the 
befi:  pale   malt,  and  fubflitute    the  bed  barley  in 
lieu  of  wheat:  that,  in   fuch   a  cafe,  the    markets   . 
would  not  be  able  to  fupply  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
barley  for  the  demands  of  both  profefTions,  befides 
other  neceffary  ufes :  they  therefore  prayed,  that, 
in  regard  to  the  public  revenue,  to  v/hich  the  trade 
of  the  petitioners   fo  largely   contributed,  proper 
meafures  might  be  taken  for  preventing  the  public 
lofs,  and  relieving  their  particular  diilrefs.     The 
houfe  would  not  lend  a  deaf  ear  to  a  remonflrance 
in  which  the  revenue  was  concerned.     The  mem- 
bers appointed  to  prepare  the  bill,  immediarely  re- 
ceived iniiru6lions  to  make    provifion   in  it  to  re- 
fbrain,  for  a  limited  time,  the  diftilling  of  barley, 
malt,  and   all  grain    whatfoever.      The  bill  was 
framed  accordingly  ',  but  did  not  pafs  without,  ilre- 
nuous  oppofition.     To  this  prohibition  it  was  ob- 
je£ted,  that  there    are   always  large  quantities  of 
wheat   and  barley  in  the   kingdom    fo  much  da- 
maged, as  to  be  unfit  for  any  ufe  but  the  diftillery  -, 
confequently  a  reftridion  of  this  nature  would  ruin 
many  farmers,  and  others  employed  in  the  trade 
of  making.     Particular   interefts,  ho¥/ever,  muft 
often  be  facrificed  to  the  welfare  of  the  communi- 
ty •,  and  the  prefent  diflrefs  prevailed  over  the  pro- 
fped  of  this  difadvantage.     If  they  had  allowed 
any  fort  of  grain  to  be  diliilled,  it  would  have  been 
impoirible  to  prevent  the  diftilling  of  every  kind. 
The  prohibition  was  limited  to  two  months ;  but 
at  the  eKpiration  of  that  term,  the  fcarcity  fcill  con- 
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tlnulng,  it  was  protradted  by  a  new  bill  to  the  ele- 
vencti  day  of  December,  with  a  provifo,  impower- 
ing  his  majelly  to  put  an  end  to  it  at  any  time 
after  the  eleventh  day  of  May,  if  fuch  a  ftep  fhould 
be  iudged  for  the  advantage  of  the  kingdom. 
Thefe  were  but  temporary  expedients:  but  the 
committee,  continuing  to  fit,  adopted  fome  other 
refolutions,  v/hich  may  be  produdive  of  'T'lore  effi- 
cacious remedies. 

The  next  bill  that  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
commons,  v/as  a  meafure  of  the  utmod  national 
importance,  though  fecretly  diiliked  by  many  in- 
dividuals of  the  legiflature,  who  neverthelefs  did 
not  venture  to  avow  their  difapprobation.  The 
eftablifhment  of  a  militia*  was  a  very  popular  and 

de- 
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Motion 
for  the 
militia- 
bill. 


*  The  militia-bill  prepared 
and  brought  in  by  thefe  gen- 
tlemen enafted.  That  the  lieu- 
tenants of  counties  fhould  ap- 
point deputy-lieutenants  to 
the  number  of  twenty  or  more 
for  each  county,  every  deputy 
pcireffing  an  eftate  of  four 
hundrect  a  year,  or  being  heir 
apparent  of  a  pofTefnon  worth 
double  that  fum  :  that  the  lieu- 
tenant fhall  command  the  mi- 
litia of  his  o«'n  county,  and 
grant  commifllons  to  lieute- 
jiant-colonels,  majors,  and 
other  officers,  whofe  names 
fhould  be  certified  to  the  king  : 
that  the  qualification  uf  a  lieu- 
tenant-colorel  fhoald  be  three 
hundred  pounds  a  year  in  ac- 
tual poiTeiTion,  or  double  that 
ellate  in  reveriion  :  that  a  cap- 
tain fhould  pofTefs  two  hund- 
red pounds  per  annum,  or  be 
heir  to  four  hundred,  or  fon  to 


a  perfon  who  pofTefTes,  or  did 
pofTefs  at  his  death,  a  for- 
tune amounting  to  fix  hundred 
pounds  a  year :  that  the  en- 
joyment of onehundred  pounds 
per  annum  fhould  be  a  fufHci- 
ent  qualification  for  a  lieute- 
nant, or  his  being  the  fon  of  a 
man  who  pofTeflcs,  cr  did  at 
his  death  pofTefs  two  hundred  ; 
that  of  an  enfign  not  exceed- 
ing the  Jialf  of  that  value: 
that  majors,  captains,  lieute- 
nants, and  enfigns  might  be 
promoted  on  '  extraordinary 
cccafions ;  that  the  king  might 
difplace  any  deputy-lieute- 
nant or  officer,  and  the  lieu- 
tenants appoint  others  in  their 
ftead  :  that  every  deputy  or 
officer  fhould  give  in  his  qua- 
lification to  the  clerk  of  the 
peace,  and  take  the  oaths  to 
the  government  within  fijc 
months  after  he  fiiall  b^^gisi  to 
aft. 
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An.  1757.   defirable  objed,  but  attended  with  numberlefs  dif- 
ficulties, and  a  competition  of  interefts  which  it 

was 


aft,  under  the  penalty  of  two 
hundred  pounds,  to  be  paid 
by  all  above  the  degree  of 
captain,  and  of  one  hundred 
pounds  by  thofe  of  an  inferior 
rank  :  that  peers  fhould  be  ex- 
empted from  ferving  by  them- 
felves  or  their  fubllitutes  :  but 
they  and  their  heirs-apparent 
might  be  appointed  deputy- 
lieutenants,  or  commiffion  offi- 
ficers ;  and  their  qualifications 
in  that  cafe  needed  not  be  left 
with  the  clerk  of  the  peace  ; 
but,  on  taking  the  oaths,  they 
might  aft  without  being  other- 
wife  qualified :  that  a  com- 
miffion in  the  militia  fhould 
not  vacate  a  feat  in  parlia- 
ment :  that  at  the  end  of  four 
years  a  number  of  officers 
fhould  be  difcharged,  equal  to 
the  number  of  thofe,  who, 
being  duly  qualified,  fhould 
follicitfor  admiffion  :  that  each 
regiment  fhould  be  provided 
with  an  adjutant  who  had 
ferved  in  the  regular  forces, 
and  retain  his  rank  in  the 
army  ;  and  every  company 
ihould  be  fupplied  with  two 
ferjeants  or  more  from  the 
ftanding  army,  who  fhould  be 
intitled  to  the  hofpital  at  Chel- 
lea  ;  and  ferjeants  appointed 
from  that  hofpital  fhould  be 
readmitted  on  producing  cer- 
'tificates  of  good  behaviour  : 
that  every  county  in  England 
and  Wales  fhould  be  obliged 
to  find  a  certain  number  of 
men,  according  to  the  propor- 
dons    herein    fpecified  j    and 


that  to  eighty  private  men 
there  fhould  be  no  more  than 
one  captain,  one  lieutenantj 
and  one  enfign  :  that  the  lieu- 
tenant of  each  county,  with 
two  deputy-lieutenanls,  or 
three  or  more  deputy  lieute- 
nants, in  the  abfence  of  the 
lieutenant,  fliould  meet  on  the 
twelfth  day  of  July  in  the  pre- 
fent  year,  and  on  the  firii 
Tuefday  in  June  of  every  fub- 
fequentyear;  and  require  the 
head  conftables  to  deliver  in  a 
lifl  of  all  the  men  between  the 
age  of  eighteen  and  fifty,  in 
their  feveral  diftrifts,  except 
peers,  officers  of  the  militia, 
officers  of  the  regular  forces, 
or  garrifons,  members  of  ei- 
ther univerlity,  clergymen, 
teachers  of  feparate  meetings^ 
peace  and  parifh  officers,  ar- 
ticled clerks,  apprentices,  and 
feamen,  noting  in  the  lift  the 
men  labouring  under  any  bo- 
dily infirmity :  that  every  de- 
puty-conftable,  or  other  petty 
officer,  fliould  tranfmit  to  the 
head  conflable  the  lift  of  his 
divifion,  having  firfl:  affixed  it 
to  the  door  of  the  church  or 
chapel  for  one  Sunday  ;  that- 
on  the  day  appointed  for  re- 
ceiving thefe  lifts,  the  lieute- 
nants and  deputy-lieutenants 
fhould  fettle  the  number  to 
be  taken  from  each  hundred 
or  divifion  of  the  county : 
that  they  fhould  then  fubdivide 
themfelves,  and  three  or  more 
deputies,  or  two  deputies  with 
OAne  juftics  of  the  peace,  or  ons 
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was  impoffible  to  reconcile.     It  had  formerly  been    An,  1757, 
an  inexhauftible  foui'ce  of  contention   between  the 

crown 


deputy  with  twojuftices,  fhould 
meet  within  a  month  in  every 
fuch  diviiion,  to  hear  the  re- 
monUrances  of  thofe  who  think 
themfeives  intitied  to  exemp- 
tion, and,  upon  any  jufi:  caufe, 
correft  their  lifts  :  that  they 
fhou'id  fettle  the  number  to  be 
raifed  in  each  parilh,  and  chufe 
the  individuals  by  lot :  that, 
within  three  weeks  afterwards, 
the  perlon  fo  cho'en  fhouid 
take  the  caths,  and  enter  into 
the  militia  ibi  three  years,  or 
bring  a  man  to  ferve  as  his 
iubftitute ;  or,  Jaftly,  forfeit 
ten  pounds,  and  be  liable,  at 
the  end  of  three  years,  to  ferve 
again :  that  the  deputies  and 
juitices,  according  to  the  fore- 
mentioned  proportion,  fhould 
meet  occafionally  in  their  fe- 
veral  fubdiviiions,  and  annual- 
ly on  the  Tuefday  before  Mi- 
chaelmas ;  then,  ifanyperfon 
thirty  five  years  old,  or  any 
perfon  whatfoever,  Ihould  de- 
fire  his  difcharge,  and  fhew 
juft  caufe  for  it,  they  fhould 
grant  his  requeft,  and  choofe 
another  by  lot  in  his  room; 
the  vacation  by  death  to  be 
filled  up  in  the  fame  manner  : 
that  a  miiitia-man  removing 
to  another  parifh,  fhould  ferve 
the  remainder  of  his  time  in 
his  new  fettlement :  that  new 
lifts  of  men  qualified  for  fer- 
vice,  fhould  be  made  annual- 
ly :  that  a  new  body  bechofen 
every  third  year,  fo  that  all 
perfons  duly  qualified  might 
ferve  in  their  turns ;  and  a  lift 


of  the  perfons  ferving  in  each 
parifh  fliould  be  tranfmitted  to 
the  lieutenant;  that  any  offi- 
cer neglefting  to  return  his 
lift,  or  making  a  falfe  or  par- 
tial lift,  fhould  be  committed 
for  a  month  to  the  common 
gaol,  or  pay  a  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding five  pounds,  nor  under 
forty  fhiilings  :  that  every  pri- 
vate man,  ferving  for  himfelf, 
fhould  be  exempted  from  fta- 
tute-work,  from. ferving  peace 
or  parifh  offices,  or  in  the  re- 
gular forces ;  and  he  that  had 
ferved  three  years,  fhould  not 
ferve  again,  until  it  fhould 
come  to  his  turn  by  rotation : 
that  married  men,  having  per- 
fonally  ferved  in  the  militia, 
if  called  out  in  cafe  of  inva- 
fion  or  rebellion,  fhould  be 
intitied  to  the  fame  privilege 
of  fetting  up  trades  in  any 
place  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, as  by  aft  of  parliament 
is  granted  to  mariners  and 
foldiers :  that  a  quaker,  re- 
fufing  to  ferve,  fhould  hire 
another  man  in  his  ftead  ;  and 
if  he  neglefts,  a  fum  fhould 
be  levied  upon  him  by  diftrefs 
fufficient  for  that  purpofe : 
that,  within  one  month  after 
the  return  of  the  lifts,  the  lieu- 
tenants and  two  deputies,  or 
three  deputies  without  the 
lieutenant,  fhould  form  the 
militia  of  each  county  into  re- 
giments, confifting  of  not  more 
than  twelve,  nor  lefs  than 
feven  companies,  of  forty 
men  each,  appointing  the  of- 
ficers 
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An.  1757.    crown   and  the  commons-,    but   now  both  appa« 
rently  concurred  in  rendering  it  ferviceable  to  the' 

com- 


ficers   to  each  company :   that 
on   the    firft  Monday    in  the 
months  of  March,  April,  May, 
June,  July,  Auguft,    Septem- 
ber, and  Oftober,   they  fhould 
be   exercifed   in    half  coropa- 
3iies .;  on  the  third  Monday  of 
the  faid  months  in  companies ; 
and   once    every  year  on  the 
Tuefday,   Wednefday^  Thurf- 
day,  and  Friday,  of  Whitfun- 
week,     in    whole  regiments  : 
that  no  man  fhould    be  exer- 
cifed in  half  company  or  com- 
pany,   more    than    iix    miles 
from  his  own  houfe  :    that  no,- 
tice   of  the  time  and  place  of 
meeting  iliould  be  fent  by  the 
lieutenants  or  deputies  to  the 
high  conftables,    and  by  them 
to  the   petty    conftables,  who 
fhould  fix  it  upon  the  doors  of 
their  refpeclive  churches :  that 
the  lieutenant  of  the   coanty 
Ihould    appoint   at  pleafure   a 
regimental  clerk,     a  feijeant- 
major,    and    a     drum- major: 
that,  fhould  it   be  thought  in- 
convenient on  account  of  fairs 
or   markets,    to    exercife    the 
militia    on   the   day  fixed   by 
this  afl,   order  might  be  made 
by  three  deputies,  or  two  de- 
puties and  one  juilice,  or  one 
deputy  and  three  juftices,-  for 
exercifing  them  on    any  other 
days,  Sundays  excepted  :    that 
in  counties  where    the   militia 
does  not  amount  to  (even  com- 
panies, or  one  regiment,  tbey 
fhould  be  formed  into  a  batta- 
lion under  the  lieutenant  and 
one  field  ofiicer ;   or:e  adjutant 
being  a  fubaitern  in  the  army. 


a  ferjeant-major,  a  drum-ma- 
jor, and  a  clerk  fhould   be  ap- 
pointed  for  them,    and  they 
fhould  be  exercifed  as  a  com- 
pleat  regiment :  but  where   a 
"  whole  or  half  company  cannot 
be  affembled,    they  might  be 
exercifed   in    fmaller  parties, 
as   the  lieutenant  or  deputies 
fhould  direft;  that  one  commif- 
iioned  officer  fhould  attend  the 
exercife  of  the  half  company, 
and  infpe£l  their  arms  and  ac- 
coutrements :    that    the    arms 
and    cloaths    of    the   militia 
fhould   be  carefully     kept  by 
the  captain  of  each  company, 
in     chefts     provided    by    the 
parifh    where     they     are    de- 
pofited ;    and  the  mufkets   be 
marked  with  an    M  and    the 
name  of  the  county  :    that  the 
king's  lieutenants  or   colonels 
fhould  \\a.ve  the  power  to  feize 
or  remove,  whither  they  fhould 
think  proper,  the  arms,  cloaths> 
and   accoutrements,   when  ne- 
cefTary  to  the  publick   peace  ° 
that  any  perfon  intrufled   with 
the   cuitody    of  any    arms    or 
cloaths,  delivering  them  out, 
unlefs  for  exercife,  or  by  com- 
mand of  his  fuperior   officer, 
or  by  order  of  any  juftice  of 
the  peace,  under  his  hand  and 
feal,    might,    by  two  juftices 
be  committed   to    the  county- 
gaol  for   fix  months  :    that  no 
pity,  arms,  or  cioathing,  fhould 
be  ifiued,   nor   an  adjutant  or 
ferjeant  be  appointed  j  until  four 
fifths  of  the  men  fhould  have 
been  chofen,  and    the  officers 
have  taken  out  their  ccmmif- 
lions ; 
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commonwealth ;    though 
fcheme,  who  were  not  at 


fions  :  tliat  the  officer  who  fu- 
perintends  the  exeicife  ihoiild 
call  over  the  lift,  and  certiiy 
to  a  juftice  the  names  of  thole 
who  may  be  abi'ent  from  ex- 
ercife :  that:  the  juitice  Ihould 
examine  the  e>:cuf>;  ofFered, 
2nd,  fliould  it  be  infufficient, 
punilh  the  defaulter  for  the 
iirll  offence  by  a  iine  of  two 
Ihiilings,  or  fetting  him  in  the 
flocks  for  one  hourj  for  the 
fecond,'  fine  him  double  the 
fum,  ar  fend  him  for  four  days 
to  the  houfe  of  correftionj 
exaft  fix  ihiilings  for  every 
fubfeqftent  offence,  or  com- 
mit him  to  the  houfe  of  cor- 
reftion  for  any  time  not  ex- 
ceeding one  month  :  that  eve- 
ry man,  convifted  by  oath  be- 
fore a  juftice  of  being  drunk  at 
the  time  of  exercife,  Ihould 
forfeit  ten  (hillings,  or  fit  an 
hour  in  the  ftocks  ;  that  every 
man  convifted  in  the  fame 
iTianner  of  infolence  or  difobe- 
dience  to  his  ofiicers,  fhould, 
for  his  firft  offence,,  pay  two 
ihiilings  and  fix- pence  j  andj 
in  default  of  payment,  be  fent 
to  the  houfe  of  correi^ion  for 
four  days;  for  the  fecond,  be 
fined  double  that  fum,  or  com- 
mitted for  feven  days ;  and  for 
every  offence  afterwards^-  be 
fined  in  forty  fnillings,  and 
com.mitted  to  the  houfe  of  cor- 
redfion  for  any  tirae  not  ex- 
ceeding one  month,  and  not 
lefs  than  a  fortnight :  that  any 
man  who  fhall  fell,  pawn,  or 
lofe  his  arflis  or  accoutre- 
.     N  V  M  B     Xi  ' 
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fome    acquiefced  in  the   An.  1,757, 
all  hearty  in  its  favour. 
On 

ments,  ihould  be  fined  a  fum 

not    exceeding  three   pounds"-; 

or,  in  default  of  payment,  be 

committed  to  the  hoi:fe  of  cor- 

redion  for  one  month ;  and  if 

he  cannot  then  raife  the  fum,' 

for  three  months! :  that  he  who 

fliall  negleft  to  return  his  arms 

in  good  order,  after  exercife^ 

the  fame  or  the  next  day^  fhall 

pay  a  fine  of  two  ihiilings  and 

fix-penccj  and   be  fent  to   the 

houfe  of  correfliion  for   ievea 

days ;  if  he  neglefts  to  return 

them  by  Monday  after  Whit- 
fun  week,  he  fhall  forfeit  four 

fhillings,    or   be   fent   to   th^ 

houfe  of  corrcdlion  for  four- 
teen days ;  and  the  perfon  in- 

trafled    by    the    captain    with 

the     care    of    the    arms  and 

cloaths,  omitting  to  complain 

of  fuch   negledl,    fhall  forfeit 

tvX'enty  fhiiiings :  that  any  ibl- 

dier  or  non-corhmiilioned  of- 
ficer,   abfenting   himfelf  from 

his     annuar  exercife,    fhould 

forfeit  ten  fhiiiings ■  a  day,  or 

be  committed  for  one  month 

to   the    houfe    of    correfiion : 

that  any  non-commiffioned  of- 

ficerj  convifted  upon  .oath  of 

being  negligent   in  his    duty^ 

difobedient  or  infolent  to  the 

adjutant,  or  other  i'uperior  of- 

ficerj  fhould  be  fined  by  a  juf- 
tice in  a  fum    not   exceeding 

thirty  (hillings  •     or,  in  default 

of  payment^  be  committed  fof 
fourteen  days  to  the  houie  of 
correction,  from  whence  he 
may  be  difcharged  by  the  lieu- 
tenant :  that  any  perfon,  un~ 
E  8  hw- 
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An.  1757.   On  the  fourth  day  of  December,   a    motion   was 
made  for  the  bill,    by  colonel  George  Townfhend, 

ddeft 


lawfully  buying  or  receiving 
any  arms  or  accoucrements  be- 
longing to  the  militia,  fhould 
incur  the  penalty  of  five 
pounds  ;  in  default  be  impri- 
soned for  three  months,  or 
publickly  whipped  at  the  dif- 
cretion  of  thejullice  :  that  no 
man  fhould  be  cenfured  for 
abfence  occafioned  by  attend- 
ing an  eleftion  :  that  the  mi- 
litia Ihould  be  fubje<fV,  in  mi- 
litary affairs,  to  their  own  of- 
ficers ;  and,  in  civil  affairs, 
to  the  civil  magiilrate :  that 
all  parilh  officers  fhould  alTift 
the  lieutenant  and  jufiices : 
that,  in  cafe  of  aftual  invafion, 
or  upon  imminent  danger 
thereof,  or  in  cafe  of  rebel- 
lion, the  king,  iirft  notifying 
theoccafion  to  parliament,  if 
then  fitting,  or,  in  their  re- 
cefs,  to  the  privy  council,  and 
to  the  people  by  proclamation, 
might  direfc  the  lieutenant,  or 
any  three  deputy  lieutenants  for 
each  county,  to  draw  out  their 
regiments,  which  fhould  march 
by  his  majefty's  order  to  any 
part  of  the  kingdom,  under  the 
command  of  fuch  generals  as 
he fnould appoint;  the  militia 
receiving  in  this  time  of  fer- 
vice  the  fame  pay  given  to  the 
regular  regiments  of  foot,  and 
their  ofhcers  holding  the  fame 
rank  with  the  regular  officers 
of  the  fame  denomination : 
that  the  militia,  during  the 
time  of  fervice,  fhould  be  li- 
able to  the  law  martial  then 
fubfifting ;  and  that  any  msn 
wounded,  Ihould  be  intitled  to 


the  provifion  ot  Chelfea  holpi- 
tal ;  but  a  militia  man,  not 
appearing,  or  refufing  to 
march  on  fuch  an  occaiion, 
fhould  forfeit  forty  pounds, 
or  be  committed  to  the  county 
gaol  for  twelve  months :  that 
in  cafe  of  adual  invafion,  or 
upon  imminent  danger  there- 
of, and  in  cafe  of  rebellion, 
if  the  parliament  be  not  fit- 
ting, nor  its  adjournment  or 
prorogation  to  expire  in  four- 
teen days,  the  king  might 
fummon  it  to  meet  en  any 
day,  upon  giving  fourteen 
days  notice;  and  they  fhould 
meet  accordingly  for  the  dif^ 
patch  of  bufinefs :  tha>.  the  mi- 
litia and  regular  troops  fliould 
be  tried  in  courts  martial,  each 
by  their  own  officers  :  and  that 
the  militia,  during  their  an- 
nual exercife,  ihould  be  bil- 
leted as  regular  troops  :  that 
in  cafe  of  invafion  or  rebel- 
lion, the  juftices,  in  confe- 
quence  of  an  order  from  the 
king,  or  any  chJef  commiffion 
officer  of  the  militia,  fhculd 
ifTue  v/arrants  to  the  chief 
conftables  of  hundreds,  to 
provide  carriages  for  the  arms, 
cloaths,  accoutrements,  pow- 
der, &c.  which  carriages  fliould 
be  payed  for  in  ready  money 
by  the  officer  demanding  them, 
after  the  following  rates :  one 
fhilling  per  mile  for  a  wag- 
gon with  five  horfes,  or  a, 
wain  with  fix  oxen,  or  with 
four  oxen  and  two  horfes ; 
ninepence  per  mile  for  a  cari 
with  four  horfes ;  and  fo  in 
pr@- 
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elded  fon  of  the  lord  vifcount  TownOiend,   a  gen-   An.  1757; 
kman    of  courage,    fenfe,    and  probity  j   endued 


wi 


th 


proportion :  perfons  h.wing 
fuch  carriages  were  required 
to  furnifli  them  for  one  day's 
journey  only;  and  any  chief 
conftabje,  negiefting  his  duty 
an  the  premifes,  was  made  li- 
able to  a  i^ine  not  exceeding 
forty  fhillings,  nor  kfs  than 
the  half  of  that  fum,  to  be  le- 
vied by  diftrefs :  that  the  mi- 
litia fhould  not  be.  on  any  oc- 
cafion,  compelled  to  march 
out  of  the  kingdom  ;  that  in 
all  cities  and  towns,  which 
are  counties  in  themfelves, 
and  have  been  accuftomed  to 
raife  their  own  militia,  the 
lieutenant  or  chief  magiftrate 
fhould  appoint  five  deputy- 
iieutenants^  to  exercife  the 
fame  power  veiled  in  the  other 
.deputies:  that  in  thafe  fmaller 
counties  the  qualiiicarion  for 
deputies,  colonels,  lieutenant- 
colonels  and  majors,  fhall  be 
for  each  a  pofleffion  in  land  to 
the  value  of  three  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  or  a  perfonal 
eftate  amounting  to  live  thcu- 
fand  pounds :  that  every  cap^ 
tain  Ihould  pcfTefs  half  that 
fortune;  and  every  lieutenant 
or  enfign  have  fifty  pounds 
yearly  rent,  or  feven  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  perfonal  ef- 
tate  :  that  one  half  of  the  real 
eftates  polTeiTid  by  the  ofiicer 
of  county  towns,  mull  be  in 
fuch  city  or  town,  or  within 
the  county  at  large,  to  v/hieh 
that  city  or  town  is  united, 
for  the  purpofes  of  this  a£i : 
tJiat  ths  penalty  for  acting,  if 


not  qualified,  fhould  be  one 
hundred  pounds  for  a  deputy- 
lieutenant  or  field  officer,  and 
half  that  fum  for  all  under  1 
that  all  fines  and  forfeitures 
fhould  be  payed  to  the  regi- 
mental clerk,  and  formed  into 
a  common  Itock  in  each  lab- 
divilion,  of  which  an  account 
fhould  be  given  to  three  de- 
puties, or  two  deputies  and 
One  iuftice,  or  one  deputy  and 
tvvojuftices,  who  fiiould  apply 
it  to  the  ereftion  of  butts,  and 
the  provifion  of  gunpowder  to 
be  ufed  in  fhooting  at  marks  : 
the  remainder  to  be  diimbuted 
in  priz-s  to  the  beil  markfmen, 
or  employed  in  any  other 
way  for  the  ufe  of  the  militia: 
that  Dei  fons  committed  to  the 
houie  of  correftion  Upon  this 
afl,  Ihould  be  kept  to  h^id 
labour  :  that  proof  of  qualin- 
catio  1,  in  all  fuifs,  ihouid  lie 
on  the  defendant ;  and  r.o  q?-* 
der  made,  by  virtue  of  this  aft, 
by  a  lieutenant,  deputy,  or 
juHice,  Ihould  be  removed  by 
Cx-rrtiorari,  nor  execution  he 
fuperfeded  thereby  :  that  whei'a 
a  parifi^  extends  into-  two  coun-' 
ties,  its  milida  Ihculi  ferve  ia 
that  county  where  the  church 
flands  :  that  thofe  who  are 
trained  and  muiiered  in  the 
docks,  iliould  net  ferVe  in  ths 
militia  ;  that  all  former  afts, 
relatinpr  to  the  rAilitia,  fhould 
be  repealed  by  this  ^Q^  e%^ 
cept  in  cafes  v/hich  are  herein 
directed  to  be  f^bjed  to  a  for- 
mer aft :  finally,  that  this  aft 
E  e  2  fhould 
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An.  1757.  vvlth  penetration  to  difcern,  and  honelly  to  purfue, 
ithe  real  intereft  of  bis  country ;  in  defiance  of 
|)ower,  in  contempt  of  private  advantages.  Leave 
being  given  to  bring  in  a. bill  for  the  better  order- 
ing of  the  mihria  forces  in  the  feveral  counties  of 
England,  the  ta&  of  preparing  it  was  allotted  to 
Mr.  Townfhend,  and  a  confiderable  number  of 
the  moil  able  members  in  the  houfe,  compre- 
hending his  own  brother,  Mr.  Charles  Townfhend, 
whofe  genius  fhone  with  diftinguilhed  luftre  :  he 
was  keen,  difcerning,  eloquent,  and  accurate  ;  pof- 
fefled  a  remarkable  vivacity  of  parts,  v/ith  a  fur- 
prifing  foiidity  of  underftanding  j  was  a  wit  with- 
out arrogance,, a  patriot  without  prejudice,  and  a 
courtier  without  dependance. 

Petitions  While  the  militia  bill  remained  under  confidera- 

for  and       tlon  of  the  houfe,    a  petition  for    a   conftitutional 
agamlt  it.  ^ 

and  well-regulated  militia   was  prefented   by   the 

mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty  of  the  king's  town 
and  parifh  of  Maidilone  in  Kent,  in  common- 
council  aiTembled.  At  the  fame  time  remonftrances 
were  offered  by  the  protefiant  dilTenting  miniilers, 
of  the  three  denominations,  in  and  about  the  cities 
of  London  and  V/eftrainiler  ;  by  the  protefiant  dif» 
fenters  of  Shrev^fbury  -,  the  dilTenting  miniilers  of- 
Devonfhire  ;  the  proteitant  diifenters,  being  free- 
holders and  burgeffes  of  the  town,  and  county  of 
the  tov/n  of  Nottingham,  joined  with  other  inha- 
bitants of  the  church  of  England  ;  expreffing  their 
apprehtnfion,  that,  in  the  bill  then  depending,  it 
-■  ,    .  might  be  propofed  to  ena6l,   that  the  faid  militia 

fhould  remain  in  force  for  the  fpeding  the  privileges  or  con- 
term  of  five  years.  The  other  veniencies  of  particular  places, 
claufes  contai;;)  proyiiicns  re- 

.fhould 
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Ihould  be  exercifed  on  the  Lord's  day,  commonly  An.  1757. 
called  Sunday  ;  and  praying,  that  no  ciaufe  for  fuch 
purpole  might  pafs  into  a  law.  Though  nothin?^ 
could  be  more  ridiculouily  fanatic  and  impertinent 
than  the  declaration  of  fuch  a  fcruple,  againft  a 
practice  fo  laudable  and  necefTary,  in  a  country 
where  that  day  of  the  week  is  generally  fpent  in 
merry-making,  riot,  and  debauchery,  the  houfe 
payed  fo  much  regard  to  the  fqueamifh  confciences 
of  thofe  puritanical  petitioners,  that  Monday  was 
pitched  upon  for  the  day  of  exercife  to  the  militia, 
though  on  fuch  working  days  they  might  be  much 
more  prbfitably  employed,  both  for  themfelves  and 
their  country ;  and  that  no  religious  pretence 
fhould  be  left  for  oppofmg  the  progrefs  and  execu- 
tion of  the  bill,  proper  claufes  were  inferted  for 
'the  reuef  of  tlie  quakers.  Another  petition  and 
counter-peEition  were  delivered  by  the  magiftrates, 
freeholders,  and  burgelTes  of  the  town  of  JNotting- 
ham,  in  relation  to  their  particular  franchifes ; 
which  \yere  accordingly  confidered  in  framing  the 
bill. 

After  mature  deliberation,  and  divers  alterations,    Altered 
it  paffed  the  lower  houfe,  and  was  fent  to  the  lords    by  the 
for   their  concurrence :    here  it  underwent  feveral     °'  ^° 
amendments,   one  of  which   v-'as  the  reduction    of 
the  number  of  militia-men  to  one  half  of  what  the 
commons  had  propofed  ;     namely,    to  thirty- two 
thoufand  three  hundred  and    forty  men,    for   the 
whole    kingdom  of  England    and  Wales.     The 
amendrnpnts,    being  canvaffed    in  the  lower  houfe, 
met  with  feme  oppofition,    and   divers  conferences 
v/ith   their  lordfhips   enfued  :    at  length,    hov/ever, 
the  two  houfes  agreed    to  every  article,    and   the 
E  e  3  bill 
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bill  loon  received  the  royal  fzn&iipn.  No  provl- 
fion,  however,  was  made  for  cloaths,  arms,  accou- 
trements and  pay:  had  regulations  been  made 
for  thefe  purpofes,  the  aft  would  have  become  a 
money-bill,  in  v/hich  the  lords  conld  have  made 
no  amendment :  in  order  therefore  to  prevent  any 
difference  between  the  two  houfes,  on  a  difpute  of 
privileges  not  yet  determined,  and  that  the  houfe  of 
peers  might  make  what  amendments  they  fhould 
think  expedient,  the  commons  left  the  expence  of 
the  militia  to  be  regulated  in  a  fubfequent  bill, 
during  the  following  feffion,  Vvhen  they  (hould 
^ith  more  certainty  compute  what  fum  would  be 
neceflary  for  thefe  purpofes.  After  all,  the  bill 
feems  to  be  crude,  imperfect,  and  ineffeftual  ;  and 
the  promoters  of  it  were  well  aware  of  its  defefts  : 
but  they  v/ere  apprehenfive  that  it  would  have  been 
dropped  altogether,  had  they  infilled  upon  the 
fcheme's  being  executed  in  its  full  extent.  They 
were  eager  to  feize  this  opportunity  of  trying  an 
experiment,  which  might  afterwards  be  improved 
to  a  greater  national  advantage ;  and  therefore  they 
acquiefced  in  many  reftridions  and  alterations, 
which  otherwife  would  not  have  been  adopted. 

The  next  meafure  that  fell  under  the  confidera* 
tion  of  the  houfe,  was  rendered  neceiTary  by  the  in- 
hofpitable  perfeverance  of  the  publicans  and  inn- 
holders,  who  conceived  themfelves  not  obliged  by 
law  to  receive  or  give  quarters  in  their  houfes  to 
any  foreign  troops  ;  and  accordingly  refufed  admit- 
tance to  the  HefTian  auxiliaries,  who  began  to  be 
dreadfully  incommoded  by  the  feverity  of  the  wea- 
ther. This  objec^tion  implying  an  attack  upon  the 
prerogative,  the  government  did  not  think  fit,   at 

.  '  this 
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t'his  junclure,  to  difpute  any  other  way  than  by  pro-  An.  1757. 
curing  a  new  law  in  favour  of  thofe  foreigners.  It 
was  intituled,  a  bill  to  make  provifion  for  quarter- 
ing the  foreign  troops  now  in  this  kingdom,  pre- 
pared by  lord  Barringtonj  the  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  and  the  folicitor-general,  and  imme- 
mediately  paffed  without  oppolition. 

This  itep  being  taken,  another  bill  was  brought   Another 

in  for  the  regulation  of  marine-forces,  while  alhore.    forthe 

1  •  cl      regula- 

This  was   almoil   a  tranfcript  of   the  mutiny  att,    ^on  of 
with  this  material  difference  :  it  impowered  the  ad-   marine 
miralty  to  grant  commiilions  for  holding  general   ^j^ji^'^. 
courts-  martial,  and  to  do  every  thing,  and  in  the    fhore. 
fame  manner,  as  his  m.ajefty  is  impowered    to  do 
by   the    ufual    mutiny- bill;     confequently   every 
claufe  was  adopted  without  queftion. 

The  fame  favourable  reception  was  given  to  a   A  third 
bill  for   the  more  fpeedy  and  effedual   recruiting   j^^J^^ 
his  majeHy's  land  forces  and  marines  ^  a  law  which   fpeedy 
threw  into  the  hands  of  many  worthlefs  magiftrates    ^^^  ^^^^' 
an   additional  power  of  oppreffing    their   fellow-    cruiting 
creatures:   all  juftices  of  the  peace,  commiiuoners    hismajef- 
for  the  land-tax,   magiftrates  of  corporations   and   fo^ces^and 
boroughs,  were  impowered   to   meet  by  direflion   marines, 
of  the   fecretary  at  war,  communicated  in  precepts 
iffued  by  the  high  fheriffs,  or  their  deputies,  within 
their  relpe<5live  divifions,  and  at  their  ufuai  place  of 
meeting,  to  qualify  themfelves  for  the  execution  of 
the  ad: :    then   they  were  required  to  appoint   the 
times  and  places  for  their  fucceeding  meetings-,  to 
iiTue  precepts  to  the  proper  ofncers  for  thefe  fuc- 
ceeding meetings ;  to  give  notice  of  the  time  and 
place  of  every  meeting  to  fuch  military  officer,  as, 
by  notice  from  the  fecretary  at  war,  fhould  be  di- 
E  e  4  redted 
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4si'i757-    reded   to  attend  that  fervice,  -  At  tJiefe  meetings 
the  commiflioners  were  irnpowered  to   receive  all 
fuch  men  as  fliould  voluntaiiiy  offer  to  inliff:  in  his 
majefty's  fervice  on  or  before  the  fir/i  day  of  May  5 
and,  upon  their  being  approved  by  the  military  of- 
ficer attending,   to  gratify  each   volunteer  with  a 
bounty  of  three  pounds,    to    be  payed   by  the  re- 
ceiver-general  or  colleftor  of  the  land-tax  out  of 
the  money  in  his  hands  ;   fuch  being  the  condition 
of  his  inliiting,  tri at  after  having  ferved  thi'ee  years, 
if  the  war  fhould  then  be  ended,    other  wife  at  the 
end  of  the   war,    he  fhould  be  intitled  to   his   dif- 
-charge.     They  were  alfo  irnpowered  to  imprefsinto 
the  fervice  all  able-bodied,  idle,  and  diforderly  per- 
ibns,  who  did  not  exercife  and  induftrioufly  profe- 
cute  fome  lawful  occupation,   or  had  not  fubftance 
fufficient  for  their  own  maintenance.     For  this  pur- 
pofe  they  were  veiled  with  power  to  make  fearch 
for   and  apprehend   all  fuch  perfons  as  fhould  ap- 
pear to  be  within  the  defcription  of  the  ad: :     even 
church- wardens,  and  other  parifh  ?-nd  town-officers, 
partook  of  this  power,  without  deriving  any  autho- 
rity from  thecommiffioners  ;  and  it  ordained,  that  all 
men  fo  apprehended,  adjudged  by  thecommiilioners, 
at  their  next  meeting,  to  be  within  the  defcription  of 
the  ad,  if  approved  by  the  military  officer  in  atten- 
dance, fhould  be  delivered  over  to  the  faid  officer, 
who  fhould  pay  twenty  fhillings,  or,  if  fuch   im- 
preffed  man  had  a  wife  or  family,    a  fum  not  ex- 
ceeding forty  fhillings,   to  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of 
the  parifh  ;  unlefs  there  was  an  informer,   who,  in 
that  cafe,  would  be  intitled  to  ten  fhillings  of  the 
money.     The  ad  prefcribed,  that  none  fliould  be 
impreffed  but  able-bodied  men,  free  from  ruptures 
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or  bodily  infirmity,  not  a  reputed  papift,  nor  under 
the  fize  of  five  feet  four  inches,  or  Ihort  of  feven- 
teen  years  of  age,   or  turned  of  five  and  forty,  or 
pofiefied  of  a  vote  in  the  eleftion  of  a  member  to 
ferve  in  parliament  for  any  place  in  Great  Britain. 
A  perfon,  thus  imprelTed,  was,  at  the  end  of  five 
years,  or  termination  of  the  war,  intitled  to  his  dif- 
charge  :  but  no  private  foldier,  duly  inliiled  by  this 
a6t,  might,  during  the  time    he  fhould  remain  in 
Great  Britain,  be  difcharged  without  the  confent  of 
the  colonel,   or  field-officer  commanding  the  regi- 
ment, in  writing  under  his  hand  and  feai ;    or,  if  a 
marine,  without  the  confent  of  the  admiralty  ;    the 
officer,  difcharging  him   in  any  other  manner,  be- 
ing liable  to  be  cafhiered.     The  bounty-money  ad- 
vanced by  the  commjffioners  of  the  land-tax,  was 
ordered  to  be  repayed  into  the  Exchequer  by  the 
refpediive   paymafters  of  the  forces  -,   and  the  time 
of  the  bill's  continuing  in  force  was   limited  to  the 
end  of  the  next  feffioh  of  parliament  ;   fuch  a  fhort 
term  being  prefcribed  for  volunteers  to  enter,    be- 
caufe  it  was  necelTary  to  complete  the  regim^ents  by 
the  firft  of  May  ;    and  the  legiilature  rightly  judged 
that  fuch  a  limitation  would  induce  all  thofe  that 
might  think   themfelves  in  danger   of  being   im- 
prelTed to  enter  voluntarily  before  that  day,  in  or- 
der to  intitle  themfelves  to  the  bounty  granted   by 
parliament. 

The  annual  bill  for  preventing  mutiny  and  de- 
fertion  met  with  no  objeftions,  and  indeed  con- 
tained nothing  elTentially  different  from  that  which 
had  paiTed  in  the  lafl  feffion. 

The  next  law  enafted  was  for  further  pre- 
venting embezzlement  of  goods  and   apparel   by 
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thofe  with  whom  they  are  intrufted,   and  putting 
a  ftop  to  the  practice  of  gaming  in   public  houfes. 
By  this  bill  a  penalty  was  infiifted  on  pawnbrokers, 
in  a  fummary  way,   for  receiving  goods,    knowing 
them   not  to  be  the  property  of  the  pledger,  and 
pawned  without   the  authority  of  the  owner.     It 
was  enafted,   that   perfons   pawning,  exchanging, 
or  difpofing  of  goods,  without  leave  of  the  owner, 
fhould  fuffer   in  the  penalty  of  twenty   (hillings ; 
and,    on  non-payment,    be  committed  for  fourteen 
days    to  hard  labour;    afterwards,  if  the    money 
could  not  then  be  payed,    be  whipped  publicly  in 
thehoufe  of  correftion,  or  fuch  other  place   as  the 
I'uftice  of  peace   fhould  appoint,  on  publication   of 
the  profecutor:    that    every    pawnbroker   Ihould 
make   entry  of  the  perfon's   name  and  place  of 
abode  who  pledges  any  goods  with  him  -,     and  the 
pledger,    if  he  required  it,   fhould  have  a  duplicate 
of  that  entry  :  that  a  pawnbroker,  receiving  linnen 
or  apparel  intruded    to  others   to    be   v/afhed  or 
mended,  fhould  forfeit  double  the  fum  lent   upon 
it,  and  reftore  the  goods  :    that  upon  oath  of  any 
perfon  whofe  goods  are  unlawfully  pav/ned  or  ex- 
changed, the  juftice  (hould  iifue  a  warrant  to  fearch 
the  fufpefted  perfon's  houfe  •,  and,  upon   refufal  of 
admittance,  the  officer  might  break  open  the  door  : 
that  goods  pawned  for  any  fum  not  exceeding  ten 
pounds,   might  be  recovered  within  two  years,  the 
owner  making  oath  of  the  pawning,  and  tendering 
the  principal,  intereft,  and  charges  :  that  goods  re- 
maining unredeemed  for  two  years,  fhould  be  for- 
feited and  fold,  the  overplus  to  be  accounted  for  to 
the  owner  on  demand. 


With 
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With  refped:  to  gaming,  the  ad  ordained,  that  An.  1757 
all  publicans  fuftering  journeymen,  labourers,  fer- 
vants,  or  apprentices  to  game  with  cards,  dice, 
fhuffle- boards,  miflllilppijOr  billiard- tables,  flvittles, 
nine- pins,  &c.  fhould  forfeit  forty  fhillings  for  the 
firft  offence,  and  for  every  fubfequent  offence  ten 
pounds  ihall  be  levied  by  diftrefs. 

Divers  inconveniences  having  refulted  from  the  Laws  re- 
interpofition  of  juftices,  who,  in  purfuance  of  an  J^"''^  *^ 
acl  of  parliament  pafled  in  the  prefent  reign,  af-  ofwea 
fumed  the  right  of  eilablifhing  rates  for  the  pay-  ver 
ment  of  wages  to  v/eavers,  feveral  petitions  were 
offered  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  reprefenting  the 
evil  confequences  of  fuch  an  eftabliiliment ;  and  al- 
though thefe  arguments  were  anfwered  and  oppofed 
in  counter-petitions,  the  commons  aduated  by  a 
laudable  concern  for  the  intereft  of  the  woollen 
manufacture,  after  due  deliberation,  removed  the 
grievance  by  a  nev/  bill,  repealing  fo  much  of  the 
former  aft:  as  impowered  juftices  of  the  peace  to 
make  rates  for  the  payment  of  wages.  It  likewife 
imported,  that  all  contrafts  or  agreements  made 
between  clothiers  and  weavers,  in  refpedl  to  v/aws, 
fhould,  from  and  after  the  firft  of  May,  in  the  year 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifry-feven,  be 
valid,  notwithftanding  znf  rate  eftabliOied,  or  to 
be  eftablilhed  :  but  that  thefe  contrafls  or  agree- 
ments fliould  extend  only  to  the  adual  prices  or 
rates  of  workmanfhip  or  wages,  and  not  the  pay- 
ment thereof  in  any  other  manner  than  in  money  : 
and  that  if  any  clothier  ftiould  refufe  or  negle<5l  to 
pay  the  weaver  the  wages  or  price  agreed  on,  in 
money,  within  two  days  after  the  work  fliould  be 
performe4  Siid  deliveredj  the  fame  being  de- 
mand,^'. 
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manded,  Iliould  forfeit  forty  fhillings  for  every  fuch 
offence. 

The  commons  were  not  rpore  forward  to  pro- 
vide fupplies  for  profecuting  the  war  v\?ith  vigour, 
than  ready  to  adopt  new  regulations  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  trade  and  manufacture.  The  fociety 
of  the  free  Britifh  fifhery  prefi^nted  a  petition,  al- 
ledging,  that  they  had  employed  the  fum  of 
one  "hundred  thirty  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
five  pounds  eight  fh.illings  and  fix  pence,  together 
with  the  intire  produce  of  their  fifh,  and  all  the 
moneys  ariiing  from  the  feveral  branches  allowed 
on  the  tonnage  of  their  fhipping,  and  on  the  ex- 
portation of  their  filli,  in  carrying  on  the  faid  fifhe- 
ry ;  and  that,  from  their  being  obliged,  in  the  in- 
fancy of  the  undertaking,  to  incur  a  much  larger 
expence  than  was  at  that  time  forefeen,  they  ncv/ 
found  themfelves  fo  far  reduced  in  thsir  capital,  as 
to  be  utterly  incapable  of  further  profecuting  the 
fiilieries  vv'ith  any  hope  of  fuccefs,  unlefs  indulged 
witlj  the  further  afniiance  of  parliament.  They 
prayed  therefore,  that,  towards  enabling  them  to 
carry  on  the  faid  fifneries,  they  might  have  liberty 
to  make  ufe  of  fuch  nets  as  they  iliould  find  befc 
adapted  to  the  faid  fifheries  •,  each  bufs,  neverthe- 
lefs,  carrying  to  fea  the  fame  quantity  and  depth  of 
netting,  which,  by  the  filTiery  ads,  they  were  then 
bound  to  carry  :  that  the  bounty  of  thirty  Ihillings 
per  ton,  allowed  by  the  faid  a6ls  on  the  veiTels  em- 
ployed in  the  fiQiery,  might  be  increafed  ;  and  for 
as  much  as  many  of  the  flock -proprietors  were  un- 
able to  advance  any  further  fum  for  profecuting 
this  branch  of  commerce,  and  others  unwilling,  in 
the  prefent  fituation,   and  under  the  prefent   re- 

ilraints. 
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frraints,  to  rifque  any  further  fum  In  the  under-    An.  i7$y* 
taking,   that  the  ilock  of  the  fociety,   by  the  faid 
afts  made  iinaHenable,  except  in  cafe  of  death  or 
bankruptcy,  for  a  term  of  years,   might  forthwith 
be  made    transferable  •,     and   that  the   petitioners 
might  be  at  liberty,  between    the  intervals  of  the 
fifhing  feafons,  to  en;iploy  the  buffes  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  they  fliould  find  for  the  advantage   of  the 
fociety.     While  the  committee  was   employed  m 
deliberating  on  the  particulars  of  this  remonftrancCj 
another  was  delivered  from  the  free  Britifli  fifhery- 
chamber   of  Whitehaven    in  Cumberland,    repre- 
fenting,  that,   as  the  law  then  Hood,  they   went  to 
Shetland,  and  returned  at  a  great  expence  and  lofs 
of  time  i   and,  while   the  war  continued,   durfc  not 
ftay  there  to  filh,  befides  being  obliged  to  run  the 
moll   imminent  rifques    by    going  and    returning 
without  convoy  :    that,  ever  fmce  the  inilitution  of 
the  prefent  fifnery,  experience  had  fully  fhewn  the 
fifhery  of  Shetland  not  v/orth  follov/ing,  as  thereby 
the  petitioners  had  loft  two  m.onths  of  a  much  bet- 
ter filhery  in  St.  George's  channel,  within  one  day's 
fad  of  Whitehaven  :   they  took  notice,  that  the  free 
Britifli  fifhery  fociety  had  applied  to  the  hcufe  for  ' 
further  affiftance  and  relief,  and  prayed  that  Camp- 
bel-town  in  Argylefnire   might    be  appointed  the 
place  of  rendezvous   for  the   bulles  belonging   to 
Whitehaven  for  the  fummer,  as  v/ell  as  the  winter 
•fifhery,   that  they   might  be  enabled   to  filh  with 
greater  advantage.     1  he  committee,  having,  con- 
fidered  the  matter  of  both  petitions,   v^^ere   of  opi- 
nion, that  the  petitioners  fhould  be  at  liberty    to 
ufe  fuch  nets  as  they   fhould    find  bed  adapted  to 
the  white  herring  fidiery  :  that  the  bounty  of  thirty 
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lliillings  per  ton,  Hiould  be  augmented  to  fifty  i 
that  the  petitioners  fhould  be  allowed,  during  the 
intervals  of  the  fifiiing  feafons,  to  employ*  their 
veffels  in  any  other  lawful  bufinefs,  provided  they 
fhall  have  been  employed  in  herring -fifhing,  dur- 
ing the  proper  feafons :  that  they  might  ufe  fuch 
barrels  for  packing  the  fifli  as  they  then  ufed,  or 
might  thereafter  find  bed  adapted  for  that  pur- 
pofe ':  that  they  fhould  have  liberty  to  make  ufe 
ofanywafte  or  uncultivated  land,  one  hundred 
yards  at  the  ieaft,  above  high  water  mark,  for  the 
purpofe  of  drying  their  nets ;  and  that  Campbel- 
town v/ould  be  the  mod  proper  and  convenienc 
place  for  the  rendezvous  of  the  buffes  belonging  to 
Whitehaven.  This  lad  refolution,  however,  was 
not  inferted  in  the  bill  which  contained  the  other 
five,  and  in  a  little  time  received  the  royal  aflent. 

Such  are  the  connexions,  dependencies,  and  re- 
lations fubfifling  between  the  mechanical  arts, 
acrriculture,  and  manufactures  of  Great  Britain, 
that  it  requires  ftudy,  deliberation,  and  enquiry  in 
the  legiQature  to  difcern  and  diitinguifli  the  whole 
fcope  and  confequences  of  many  proje6ls  offered 
for  the  benefit  of  the  com.monweakh.  The  fociety 
of  merchant  adventurers  in  the  city  of  Briflol,  al- 
ledcred,  in  a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
that  great  quantities  of  bar  iron  were  imported  into 
Great  Britain  from  Sweden,  RufTia,  and  other 
parts,  chiefly  purchafed  with  ready  money,  fome 
of  which  iron  was  exported  again  to  Africa  and 
other  places  ;  and  the  reil  wrought  up  by  the  ma- 
nufadurers.  They  afErmed  that  bar  iron,  im- 
ported from  North  America,  v/ould  anfwer  the 
fame  purpofes ;  and  the  importation  of  it  tend  not 
2  pni£ 
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Only  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  kingdom,  by  -An.  1757, 
increanng  its  fliipping  and  navigation  j  but  alfo  to 
the  benefit  of  the  Bntiili  colonies :  that,  by  an 
aft  pafled  in  the  twenty -third  year  of  his  prefent 
majefty's  reign,  the  importation  of  bar  iron  from 
America  into  the  port  of  London  duty  free,  was 
permitted :  but  its  being  carried  coafbways,  or 
farther  by  land  than  ten  miles,  had  been  prohi- 
bited ;  fo  that  feveral  very  confiderable  manufac- 
turing towns  were  deprived  of  the  life  of  American 
iron,  and  the  out-ports  prevented  from  employ- 
ing it  in  their  export  commerce :  they  requefted, 
therefore,  that  bar  iron  m"ght  be  imported  from 
iVorth  America  into  Great  Britain,  duty  free,  by 
all  his  majefty's  fubjefts.  This  requefl:  being  re- 
inforced by  many  other  petitions  from  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  other  clafies  of  men,  who 
thought  their  feveral  incerefts  would  be  affeded  by 
fuch  a  meafure,  took  the  alarm  ;  and,  in  divers 
counter  petitions,  fpecified  many  ill  confequences 
which  they  alledged  would  arife  from  its  being 
enafted  into  a  lav/.  Pamphlets  were  publiihed  on 
both  fides  of  the  queftion,  and  violent  difputes 
were  kindled  upon  this  fubjeft,  which  was  juftly 
deemed  a  matter  of  national  importance.  The 
oppofers  of  the  bill  obferved,  that  large  quantities 
of  iron  were  yearly  produced  at  home,  and  em- 
ployed multitudes  of  poor  people,  there  being  no 
lefs  than  one  hundred  and  nine  forges  in  England 
and  Wales,  befides  thofe  ereded  in  Scotland,  the 
whole  producing  eighteen  thoufand  tons  of  iron ; 
that  as  the  mines  in  Great  Britain  are  inexhauftible, 
the  produce  would  of  late  years  have  been  confider- 
ably   incxeafsd,  had   not   the   people    been   kept 

lender 
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An.  1757.  under  continual  apprehenfion  of  feeing  American 
iron  admitted  duty  free  :  a  fuppofition  which  had 
prevented  the  traders  from  extending  their  works, 
and  difcouraged  many  from  engaging  in  this 
branch  of  traffic  :  they  alledged  that  the  iron 
works  already  carried  on  in  England,  occafioned  a 
confumption  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
thoufand  cords  of  wood,  produced  in  coppices  that 
grow  upon  barren  lands,  which  could  not  other- 
wife  be  turned  to  any  good  account :  that  as  the 
,  coppices  afford  fhade,  and  preferve  a  moifl:ure  in 
the  ground,  the  pafture  is  more  valuable  with  the 
wood,  than  it  would  be  if  the  coppices  were  grub- 
bed up  ;  confequently  all  the  eftates  where  thefe 
now  grow  would  fmk  in  their  yearly  value :  that 
thefe  coppices  now  cultivated  and  preferved  for  the 
ufe  of  the  iron  works,  are  likewife  abfolutely  ne- 
celTary  for  the  manufadlure  of  leather,  as  they  fur- 
niih  bark  for  the  tanners ;  and  that,  according  to 
the  management,  of  thefe  coppices,  they  produced 
a  great  number  of  timber  trees  fo  neceflary  for  the 
purpofes  of  building.  They  afferted,  that  neither 
the  American  iron,  nor  any  that  had  yet  been 
found  in  Great  Britain,  was  fo  proper  for  convert- 
ing into  Steel,  as  that  which  comes  from.  Sweden, 
particularly  that  fort  called,  ore  ground  -,  but  as 
there  are  mines  in  the  northern  parts  of  Britain, 
nearly  in  the  fame  latitude  with  thofe  of  Sweden, 
furniihed  with  fufficient  quantities  of  wood,  and 
rivers  for  mills  and  engines,  it  was  hardly  to  be 
doubted  but  that  people  would  find  metal  of  the 
fame  quality,  and,  in  a  few  years,  be  able  to  pre- 
vent the  neceffity  of  importing  iron  either  from 
Sweden  or  RuiTia.     They  inferred,  that  American 

iron 
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iron  could  never  interfere  with  tliat  which  Great  An.  ly^y, 
Britain  imported  from  Sweden,  becaufe  it  was  noE 
iit  for  edge-tools,  anchors,  chain-plates,  and  other 
particulars  necesiary  in  ihip-building  ;  nor  dimi- 
nifh  the  importation  of  Ruffia  iron,  which  was  not 
only  harder  than  the  American  and  BritiHi,  bun 
alio  could  be  afforded  cheaper  than  that  brought 
from  our  own  plantations,  even  though  the  duty 
of  this  laft  ihould  be  removed.  The  importation 
of  American  iron,  therefore,  duty  free,  could  in- 
terfere with  no  other  fort  but  that  produced  in 
Britain,  with  which,  by  means  of  this  advantage, 
it  would  claili  fo  much,  as  to  put  a  ftop  in  a  little 
time  to  all  the  iron  works  now  carried  on  in  the 
kingdom,  and  reduce  to  beggary  a  great  number 
of  families  whom  they  fupport.  To  thefe  objec- 
tions-the  favourers  of  the  bill  foUicited,  replied, 
that  when  a  manufa<5ture  is  much  more  valuable 
than  the  rough  materials,  and  thefe  cannot  be  pro- 
duced at  home  in  fufiicient  quantities,  and  at  fuch 
a  price  as  is  confiftent  vv^ith  the  prefervation  of  the 
manufadlure,  it  is  the  interea  of  the  legiOiture  to 
admit  a  free  importation  of  thefe  materials,  even 
from  foreign  countries,  although  it  fiiould  put  an 
end  to  tlie  produ6lion  of  that  material  in  this 
ifland  :  that  as  the  neighbours  of  Great  Britain  are 
now  more  attentive  than  ever  to  their  commercial 
interefts,  and  endeavouring  to  manufafture  their 
rough  rnaterialfs  at  home,  this  nation  mufl  take 
^very  mrthod  for  lowering  the  price  of  materials, 
otherwilc  in  a  few  years  ir  will  Icfe  the  manufac- 
ture •,  and,  initead  of  fupplying  other  countriss,  be 
furnilhed  by  diem  with  all  the  fine  toys  and  utcnrdi 
made  of  fteel  and  i^on  :  that  being  in  danger  of 
N  u  m  b ,  1  o  =  Ft'  iofi  ag 
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An.  1757.  lofmg  not  only  the  manufa6lure  but  the  produce 
of  iron,  unlefs  it  can  be  procured  at  a  cheaper  rate 
than  that  for  which  it  is  fold  at  prefent  ;  the  only 
way  of  attaining  this  end,  is  by  diminifhing  the 
duty  payable  upon  the  importation  of  foreign  iron, 
or  by  rendering  it  neceffary  for  the  undertakers  of 
the  iron  rrfines  in  Great  Britain  to  fell  their  pro- 
duce cheaper  than  it  has  been  for  fome  years  af- 
forded :  that  the  moft  etfedtual  method  for  this  pur- 
pofe  is  to  raife  up  a  rival,  by  permitting  a  free  im- 
pb)  tation  of  all  forrs  of  iron  from  the  American 
plantations  :  that  American  iron  can  never  be  fold 
fo  cheap  as  that  of  Britain  can  be  afforded  ;  for,  in 
the  colonies,  labour  of  all  kinds  is  much  dearer 
'than  in  England  :  if  a  man  employs  his  own 
flaves,  he  muft  reckon  in  his  charge  a  great  deal 
more  than  the  common  intereft  of  their  purchafe 
money,  becaufe  when  one  of  them  dies  or  efcapes 
from  his  mafter,  he  lofes  both  intereft  and  princi- 
pal :  that  the  common  intereft  of  monsy  in  the 
fjlantations  is  confiderably  higher  than  in  England, 
confequently  no  man  in  that  country  will  employ 
his  money  in  any  branch  of  trade  by  which  he  can- 
not gain  confiderably  more  per  centum  than  is  ex- 
pe6led  in  Great  Britain,  where  the  intereft  is  low, 
and  profit  moderate  j  a  circumftance  which  will 
always  give  a  great  advantage  to  the  Britifh  miner, 
who  likewife  enjoys  an  exemption  from  freight  and  ' 
infurance,  which  lie  heavy  upon  the  American  ad- 
venturer, efpecially  in  time  of  war.  With  refpe6t 
to  the  apprehenfion  of  the  leather  tanners,  they; 
obferved,  that  as  the  coppices  generally  grew  on 
barren  lands,  not  fit  for  tillage,  and  improved  the 
pafturage,  no  proprietor  would  be  at  the  expence 

of 
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of  grubbing  up   the  wood  to   fpoil   the  pafiure,  An.  1757. 
as  he  could  make  no  other  ufe  of  the  land  on  which 
it  was  produced.    The  wood  muft  be  always  worth 
fomething,  efpecially  in  counties  where  there  is  not 
plenty  of  coal,  and  the  timber  trees  would  produce 
confiderable  advantage  :   therefore,  if  there  was 
not  one  iron  mine  in  Great  Britain,    no  coppices 
would  be  grubbed  up,    unlefs    it  grew  on  a  rich 
foil   which  would  produce  corn  inftead  of  cord- 
wood  ;  confcquently  the  tanners   have  nothmg  to 
fear,  efpecially  as  planting  hath  become  a  prevail- 
ing   taile  among  the   landholders  of  the   ifland. 
The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  bill,  fe- 
rioufly  weighed  and  canvafled   thefe   arguments, 
examined  difputed  fadls,  and  infpefted  papers  and 
accounts    relating  to   the   produce,    importation, 
and  manufadtory  of  iron.     At  length  Mr.  John 
Pitt  reported  to  the  houfe  their  opinion,  implying 
that  the  liberty  granted   by  an  ad  palled  in   the 
twenty  third  year  of  his  majeily's  reign,  of  impor- 
ing  bar- iron  from  the  Eritiili  colonies  in  America 
into  the  port  of  London,  fhould  be"  extended  to  all 
the  other  ports  of  Great  Britain  y  and  that  fo  much 
of  that  ad  as  related  to  this  claufe,    fhould  be  re- 
pealed.    The  houfe  having  agreed  to  thefe  refolu- 
tions,   and  the   bill  being  brought  in  accordingly, 
another  petition  was  prefented  by  feveral  noblemen, 
gentlemen,    freeholders,     and   other   proprietors, 
owners.,  and  poiTelTors  of  coppices  and  woodlands 
in  the  weft- riding  of  Yorkfhire,  alledging   that  a 
permiffion  to  import  American  bar-iron  duty  free, 
would  be  attended  withnumberlefs  ill  confequences 
both  of  a   public  and  private  nature  ;   fpecifying 
certain  hardlhips  to  which  they  in  particular  would 
Ff   2       -  be 
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be  expofed  ;  and  praying,  that  if  the  bill  fhov.Id 
pais,  they  might  be  relieved  from  the  preffure  of 
an  ad  pafTed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  obliging 
the  owners  of  coppice- woods  to  preferve  them, 
under  fevere  penalties  •,  and  be  permitted  to  fell 
and  grub  np  their  coppice-woods,  in  order  to  a 
more  proper  cultivation  of  the  foil,  without  being 
reftrained  by  the  fear  of  malicious  and  interefled 
profecutions.  In  conlequence  of  this  remon- 
ftrance,  a  chufe  was  added  to  the  bill,  repealing 
fo  much  of  the  act  of  Henry  the  Eighth  as  pro- 
hibited the  ccnverficn  of  coppice  or  underwoods 
into  pailure  or  tillage;  then  it  palled  through 
both  houfes,  and  received  the  royal  fan6tion.  As 
there  v/as  not  time,  after  this  affair  came  upon  the 
carpet,  to  obtain  any  new  account  from  America, 
and  as  it  v/as  thought  necefiary  to  know  the  quan- 
tities of  iron  made  in  that  country,  the  houfe  pre- 
fented  an  addrefs  to  his  majefty,  defiring  he  would 
be  pleafed  to  give  diredtions,  that  there  fhould  be 
laid  before  them,  in  the  next  fefiion  of  parliament, 
an  account  of  the  quantity  of  iron  made  in  the 
American  colonies,  from  Chriftmas  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty-nine,  to  the  fifth 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  leven 
hundred  and  fifty -fix,  each  year  being  diflin- 
guiibed. 

From  this  imporrant  objed:,  the  parliament  con- 
verted its  attention  to  a  regulation  of  a  much  moie 
private  nature.  In  confequence  of  a  petition  by 
the  lord  mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the 
city  of  London,  a  bill  was  brought  in,  and  pafTed 
into  a  law  v/ichout  oppofition,  for  the  more  effec- 
tual prefervation  and  improvement  of  the  fry  and 

fpawn 
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ipawn  of  fiiili  in  the  river  Thaines,  anJ  waters  of   An.  1757, 
*Medway,   and  for  the  better  regulating  the  filhery 
in  thefe  rivers.     The  two  next  meaiures  taken  for 
the  benefit  of  the  public  were,   firil,  a  bill  to  ren- 
der more  eiTecTtual  the  leveral  laws  then  in  being, 
for  the  amendment  and  pr.fL-rvation  of  the  high- 
ways and  turnpike  roads cf  the  kingdom  ;  the  other 
for  the    mo  e  effe6lual!y  preventing  the  fpreading 
of  the    contagious    diftemper  which  at  that  time 
rao;ed  among  the  horned  cattl:\     A    third   arofe 
from  the  diftrefs  of  poor  filk  manufacturers,    who     Regula- 
v/ere  deftitute  of  employment,  and  deprived  of  all    tionswith 
means  of  fubfiftino:  throuc^h  the  interruption  of  the    '"f;  ^'^  ^^ 
Levant  trade,  occafioned  by  the  war,   and  the  de-    portanoti 
lay  of  the  merchant  fhips  from  Italy.     In.  order  to    of  filk. 
remedy   this    inconvenience,  a   bill  was  prepared, 
enading  that  any  perfons  might  import  from  any 
place,   in  any  fhip  or  velTel  v/hatfoever,  till  the  firll 
day  of  December,  one  thoufimd  feven  hundred  and 
fifty-feven,   organzine  thrown  filk  of  the  growth  or 
produt5tion  of  Italy,    to  be  brought  to  the  cuilom- 
houfe   of  London,   vv-hereicever  landed  :   but  that 
X\o  Italian  thrown  filk,  coarfcr  than  Bologna,  nor 
any  tram  of  the  grov/th   of  lii\y  ;    nor  any  other 
thrown  filk  of  the  growth  or  produflion  of  Tur- 
key,   Perfia,   Eaft  India,  or  Cliina,   fbould  be  im- 
ported  by  this  act,    under  the  penalty  of  the  for- 
feiture thereof.     Notwithftanding  feveral  petitions 
prefcnred  by  the  merchant-,  owners  aad  comman- 
ders of  iliips,   and  others  trading  to  [.eghorn,  and  . 
other  ports  of  Italy  -,  as  well  as  by  the  iniporters  and 
manufadurers  of  raw  filks,  reprefenting  evil  confe- 
.quences    that  would  probably  attend  the  palnng  of 
fuch  a   bill,   the  parliament  agieed  to  this  tempo- 

F  f  3  rary 


HISTORY    OF  ENGLAND, 

rary  deviation  frcm  the  famous  ad  of  navigation, 
for  a  prefent  fupp]y  to  the  poor  manufaflurers ; 
and  perhaps  it  would  be  for  the  intereft  of  th^  . 
community,  at  the  beginning  of  every  war,  to 
fufpend  this  a6l  with  refped  to  foreign  fliips  and 
foreign  feamen,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  import 
ration  of  thofe  rough  materials  that  are  necefiary 
for  the  Britifh  manufa6lures. 
Encou-  The  next  civil    regulation    eflablifhed  in  thig 

ragement  f^^Q^jQj,  ^f  parliament,    was  in  itfelf  judicious,  and, 

to  fmng-  ^  . 

had  it  been  more  early  fuggefted,  might  have 
been  much  more  beneficial  to  the  public.  In  or- 
der to  difcourage  the  pra6lice  of  fmuggling,  and 
prevent  the  defperadoes  therein  concerned  from 
enlifting  in  the  fervice  of  the  enemy,  a  law  was 
paiTed,  enafting,  that  every  perfon  who  had  been, 
before  the  nrft  of  May  in  the  prefent  year,  guilty 
of  illegal  running,  concealing,  receiving,  or  carry- 
ing any  wool,  or  prohibited  goods,  or  any  foreign 
commodities  liable  to  duties,  the  fame  not  having 
been  payed  or  fecured ;  or  of  aiding  therein,  or  had 
been  found  v/ith  nre-arms  or  weapons,  in  order  to 
be  aiding  to  fuch  offenders  -,  or  had  been  guilty  of 
receiving  fuch  goods  after  feizure  -,  or  of  any  aft 
whatlbever,  whereby  perfons  might  be  deemed 
runners  of  foreign  goods  •,  or  of  hindering,  wound- 
ing, cr  beating  any  officer  in  the  execution  of  hi^ 
duty,  or  affifting  therein,  Hiould  be  indemnified 
from  all  fuch  ofFences,  concerning  v/hich,  no  fuit 
fhould  then  have  been  commenced,  orcornpofition 
made,  on  condition  that  he  fhould,  before  being 
apprehended,  or  profecuted,  and  before  the  firft 
day  of  December,  enter  himfelf  with  fome  commif-_ 
fipned  officer  qf  his  majefty's  fleet,  to  ferve  as  a 
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common  Tailor  ;  and  fliould,  for  three  years  from 
fuch  entry,  imlefs  fooner  duly  difchaged,  adlnally 
ferve  and  do  duty  in  that  ftation,  and  regider  his 
name,  &c.  with  the  clerk  of  the  peace  of  the 
country  where  he  refided,  as  the  ad  prefcribes. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  favour  of  the  feamen    ^ttempts 
employed  in  the  navy,   who  had  been  very  irregu-    ^em  that 
larly  payed,  and  fubjed:  to  grievous  hardfliips  in    mifcar- 
confequence  of  this  irregularity.     Mr.  Greenville,   '"i^^, 
brother  to  earl  Temple,    moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in    a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  feamen  em- 
ployed in  his  majefty's  navy,   and  for  eftablifhing 
a   regular  method  for  the  pun6lual,  fpeedy,  and 
certain  payment  of  their  wages,  as  well  as  for  ref- 
cuing  them  from  the  arts  of  fraud  and  impofition. 
The  propofai  was  corroborated  by  divers  petitions : 
the  bill  was  prepared,   read,  printed,  and,  after  it  ' 

had  undergone  fome  amendment,  pafled  into  the 
houle  of  lords,  where  it  was  encountered  with  fe- 
verai  objeftions,  and  dropped  for  this  feffion  of 
parliament.  The  other  defigns  which  mifcarried  in 
the  fame  manner  were  thefe  :  a  bill  for  enlarging 
the  terms  and  powers  granted  and  continued  by 
feveral  a6ts  of  parliament,  for  repairing  the  har- 
bour of  Dover  in  Kent,  and  for  reftoring  the  har-' 
hour  of  Rye  in  SufTex  to  its  antient  goodnefs.  A 
bill  to  continue  an  ad:,  made  in  the  fixth  year  of 
his  prefent  majefty's  reign,  for  the  better  regulat- 
ing of  laftage  and  ballaftage  in  the  river  Thames. 
A  bill  to  reftrain  and  limit  the  vending  and  difpof- 
fing  of  poifons  •,  and  a  bill  regulating  the  manner 
of  licenfing  alehoufes  in  cities  and  towns  corporate 
within  the  kingdom  of  England. 

F  f  4  The  ^ 
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An.  1757.  The  houfc  of  commons  being  defirous  of  pre- 
venting, for  the  future  fuch  diftrefies  as  the  poor 
had  lately  undergone,  appointed  a  committee  to 
confider  of  proper  provifibns  to  reflrain  the  price 
of  corn  and  bread  within  due  bounds  for  the  fi3- 
tui'e.  For  this  purpofe  they  were  impowered  to 
fend  for  perfons,  papers,  and  records  •,  and  it  was 
refolved  that  all  who  attended  the  committee 
fbould  have  voices.  Having'  inquired  into  the 
caufes  ®f  the  late  fcarcity,  they  agreed  to  feveral 
refoiutions,  and  a  bill  was  brought  in  to  explain 
and  amend  the  laws  againft:  regrators,  foreftallers, 
and  engrofiers  of  corn.  The  committee  alfo  re- 
ceived inilruclions  to  inquire  into  the  abufes  of 
millers,  mealmen,  and  bakers,  with  regard  to 
bread,  and  to  confider  of  proper  methods  to  pre- 
vent them  in  the  fequel  •,  but  no  further  progrefs 
was  made  in  this  important  affair,  which  was  the 
more  interefting,  as  the  lives  of  individuals,  in  a 
great  meafure,  depended  upon  a,  fpeedy  reforma- 
tion :  for  the  millers  .and  bakers  were  faid  to  have 
adulterated  their  flour  with  common  v/hiting,  lime, 
bone-afhes,  allum,  and  other  ingredients  pernici- 
ous to  the  human  conflitution  ;  a  confummation  of 
villainy  for  which  no  adequate  punKhment  could 
be  iniii6ted.  Among  the  meafures  propofed  in 
parliament  which  did  not  fucceed,  one  of  the  moil 
remarkable  was  a  bill  prepared  by  Mr.  Role  Fuller, 
Mr.  Charles  Townfliend,  and  Mr.  Banks,  to  ex- 
plain, amend,  and  render  more  effedlual  a  law 
palled  in  the  reign  of  king  William  the  Third, 
intituled,  "  An  a6l  to  punifn  governors  of  planta- 
tions, in  this  kingdom,  fjr  crimes  committed  by 
them  in  the  olantadons."     1  "his  bill  was  prooofed 

in 
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in  confeqiience  of  fome  complaints  Ipecifying  a&s    An.  1757' 
of  cruelty,  folly,   and  oppreilion,    by  which  fome 
Britifh   governor^?   had    been  lately  diftinguifned; 
but  before  the  bill  could  be  brought  in,   the  pariia- 
ment  was   prorogued. 

But  no  ftep  taken  by  the  houfe  of  commons,   in    inquiry 
the  courfe  of  this  i'effuD^  was  more   interCiLing  to    i»to  the 
the  body  of  the  people,   thaa  the  inquiry  into  the    jyjfnorca 
lofs  of  Minorca,    which  had  excited  fuch  loud  and 

'  univerlal  clamour.  By  addrelTes  to  the  king,  una- 
nimouily  voted,  the  commons  requefted  that  his 
majefty  would  give  dirc61:ions  for  laying  before 
them  copies  of  ail  the  letters  and  papers,  con- 
taining any  intelligence  received  by  the  fecretaries 
of  ftate,  the  com.miiTioners  of  the  admiraky,  or  any 
others  of  his  majefty's  miniilers,  in  relation  to  the 
equipment  of  the  French  fleet  at  Toulon,  or  the 
defigns  of  the  French  on  Mmorcq,  or  any  other 
of  his  majefty's  poiTeffions  in  Europe,  lince  the 
firft  day  of  January,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  itvtn 
hundred  and  fifty- hve,  to  the  hril  day  of  iall  Au- 
guft.  They  liMewile  defired  to  perufe  a  lift  of  the 
fhips  of  war  that  were  equipped  and  made  ready 
for  fea,  from  the  firft  of  Auguft,  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty-five,  to  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  April  in  the  following  year  ;  with  the 
copies  of  all  falling  orders  fent  to  the  commanders 
during  that  period  :  as  aifo  the  ftate  and  condition 
of  his  majefty's  Ihips  in  the  leveral  ports  of  Great 
Britain,  at  the  time  of  admiral  Byng's  departure, 
with  the  fquadron  under  his  command,  for  the  re- 

.  Uef  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  during  this  period  of  time 
above-mentioned,  according  to  the  monthly  re- 
turns made  to  the  admiralty,   with  the  number  of 

fea- 
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Au.  1757.  fcdmen  muflered  and  borne  on  board  the  refpec- 
tive  jQiips.  They  demanded  copies  ^of  ail  orders 
znd  inftrudions  given  to  that  admiral,  and  of  let- 
ters written  to  and  received  from  him,  during  his 
continuance  in  that  command,  either  by  the  fecre- 
taries  of  flate,  or  lords  of  the  admiralty,  relating 
to  the  condition  of  his  fquadron,  and  to  the  exe- 
cution of  his  orders.  In  a  word,  they  required  the 
iafpe6tion  of  ail  papers  which  could,  in  any  man- 
ner, tend  to  explain  the  lofs  of  JVIinorca,  and  the 
mifcarriage  of  Mr.  Byng's  fquadron.  His  majefty 
complied  with  evSry  article  of  their  requefts  :  the 
papers  v/ere  prefented  to  the  houfe,  ordered  to  lie 
upon  the  table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members,  and 
finally  referred  to  the  confideration  of  a  committee 
of  the  who;e  houfe. 
Rejlec-  ^"  ^h^  courfe  of  their  deliberations  they   ad- 

dons on      dreifcd  his  majefty  f^r  more  information,    till  at 
this  nic-     JQ^o-tij^  the  truth  feemed  to  be  fmothered  under 

tnoG  or  ^ 

prcceec-  ilich  an  enormous  burthen  of  papers,  as  the  efforts 
of  a  whole  ieflion  could  not  have  properly  removed. 
indeed  many  difcerning  perfons,  v/ithout  doors, 
began  to  defpair  of  feeing  the  myllery  unfolded, 
as  foon  as  the  inquiry  was  undertaken  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfe.  They  obferved  that 
an  affair  of  fuch  a  dark,  intricate,  and  fufpicious 
nature,  ought  to  have  been  referred  to  a  fele6t  and 
fecret  committee,  chofen  by  ballot,  im.powered  to 
fend  for  peribns,  papers,  and  records  ;  and  to  exa- 
mine witnclles  in  the  moft  folemn  and  dehberate 
manner ;  that  the  names  of  the  committee  ought 
to  have  been  publifhed  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  the 
people,  who  could  have  judged  with  fome  cer- 
tainty whether  the  inquiry  would  be  carried  on 

with 
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with  fuch  impartiality  as  the  national  misfortune  An.  1757. 
required.      They  fufpefted  that  this  reference  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  was  a  m- — ^1  con- 
trivance to  prevent  a  regular  and  minute  inveili- 
gation  ;  to   introduce   confufion  and   conteft ;   to 
puzzle,  perplex,    and   obumbratCi    to  teaze,  fa- 
tigue, and  difguft  the  inquirers,  that  the  exami- 
nation might  be  hurried  over  in  a  fuperficial  and 
perfun6lory  manner;    and    the   m— y,  from   this 
anarchy  and  confufion  of  materials,  half  explored 
and  undigefted,  derive  a  general  parliamentary  ap- 
probation, to  which  they  might  appeal  from  the 
accu rations  of  the  people.      A  feied:  committee 
would  have  probably  examined  fome  of  the  clerks 
of  the  refpeftive  offices,    that  they  might  certainly 
know  whether  any  letters  or  papers  had  been  fup- 
prefTed;    whether  the  extra6ts  had  been  faithfully 
made  j  and  whether  there  might  not  be  papers  of 
intelligence,  which,  tho'  proper  to  be  fubmitted  to 
a  feleft  and  fecret  committee,  could  not  confiftently 
with  the  honour  of  the  nation,   be  communicated 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe.  Indeed  ic  does 
not  appear  that  the  m— -rs  had  any  foreign  intelli- 
gence or  correfpondents  that  could  be  much  de- 
pended upon,  in  any  matter  of  national  impor- 
tance ;  and  no  evidence  was  examined  on  this  oc- 
cafton  :  a  circumftance  the  lefs  to  be  regretted,  as 
in  times  paft  evil  minifters  have  generally  found 
means  to  render  fuch  inquiries  ineffectual ;    and 
the  fame  arts  would,   at  any  rate,  have  operated 
with  the  fame  efficacy,  had  a  fecret  committee  been 
employed  at  this  junfture. 

Be  that  as  it  may,   feveral  refolutions  were  re- 
ported from  the  committee,  though  fome  of  them 

were 
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An.  1757.  were  not  carried  by  the  majority  without  violent 

Refolu-  difpute  and  kvere  altercation.     The  firft  and  laft 

tions  of  q£  j.}^gjj.  refolutions  require  particular  notice, 

mittce;  %  ^^^  former  it  appeared  to  the  committee,  that 

and  re-  his  majefty,  from  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  Au- 

marks  on       ^^    j^  ^j^^        j.  ^^^  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
these  relo-    ^       '  ■' 

lutions.  fifty- five,  to  the  twentieth  day  of  April  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  year,  received  fuch  repeated  and  concur- 
rent intelligence,  as  gave  juft  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  French  king  intended  to  invade  his  domi- 
nions of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland. 

In  the  latter  they  declared  their  opinion,  that  no 
greater  number  of  fhips  of  war  could  be  fent  into 
the  Mediterranean,  than  were  aftually  fent  thither 
under  the  command  of  admiral  Byng-,  nor  any 
o-reater  reinforcement  than  the  regiment  which 
was  fent,  and  the  detachment,  equal  to  a  battalion, 
which  was  ordered  to  the  relief  of  Fort  St.  Philip, 
confiftently  with  the  ftate  of  the  navy,  and  the  va- 
rious lervices  effential  to  the  fafety  of  his  majelly's 
dominions,  and  the  interefts  of  his  fubjeds. 

It  muft  have  been  fomething  more  powerful 
than  ordinary  conviction  that  fuggeRed  thefe  opi- 
nions. Whatever  reports  might  have  been  circu- 
lated by  the  French  miniftry,  in  order  to  amufe, 
intimidate,  and  detach  the  attendon  of  the  Englifh 
government  from  America  and  the  Mediterranean, 
where  they  really  intended  to  exert-  -tliemfeives  j 
yet  the  circumftances  of  the  two  nations  being  con- 
fiderea,  one  would  think  there  could  have  been  no 
juft  grounds  to  f.ar  an  invafion  of  Great  Britain  or 
,  Ireland,  efpecially  when  other  intelligence  feemed 
/  to  point  out  much  more -probable  fcenes  of  a6lion. 
But  the  lail  rcfolution  is  flill  more  incomprehen- 
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fible  to  thofe  who  know  not  exactly  the  bafis  on  An.  1757 
which  it  was  raif:?c].  The  number  of  fliips  of  war  in 
aclnal  commiiTion,  amounted  to  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  having  on  board  fifty  thoufand  feamen  and 
marines.  Intelligence  and  repeated  information  of 
the  French  defuxn  uDon  Minorca  had  been  con- 
veyed  to  the  m  -  y  of  England,  about  fix  months 
before  it  was  put  in  execution.  Is  it  credible,  than 
in  all  this  time  the  nation  could  not  equip  or  fpare 
above  eleven  fhips  of  the  line  and  fix  frigates,  to 
lave  the  important  ifland  of  Minorca  ?  Is  it  eafy  to 
conceive,  that  from  a  Handing  army  of  fifty  thou- 
fand men,  one  regiment  of  troops  could  not  have 
been  detached  to  reinforce  a  garrifon,  well  knowa 
to  be  inlufEcient  for  the  works  it  was  deftined  to 
defend  ^  To  perfons  of  common  intelleds  it  ap- 
peared, that  intelligence  of  the  armament  at  Tou- 
ion  was  conveyed  to  the  admiralty  as  e?rly  as  the 
month  of  September,  in  the  year  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fifty-five,  with  exprefs  notice 
that  it  would  confift  of  twelve  fhips  of  the  linei 
that  the  defign  againft  Minorca  was  communicated 
as  early  as  the  twenty-feventh  day  of  Auguft,  by 
conful  Banks  of  Carthagena  ;  confirmed  by  letters 
from  conful  Berttes  at  Genoa,  dated  on  the  feven- 
teenth  and  twenty-fixth  of  January,  and  received 
by  Mr.  Fox,  fecretary  of  ftate,  on  the  fourth  and 
eleventh  of  February  ;  as  well  as  by  many  fubie- 
quent  intimations ;  that,  notvvithftanding  tneie  re- 
peated advices,  even  after  hoftilities  had  com- 
menced in  Europe,  when  the  garrifon  of  Minorca 
amounted  to  no  more  than  four  incomplete  regi- 
ments, and  one  company  of  artillery,  forty  two 
officers    being   abfenij    and    the    place    othervvhc 

un- 
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unprovided  for  a  fiege ;  when  the  Mediterranean 
fquadron,  commanded  by  Mr.  Edgecumbe,  con- 
fifted  of  two  fhips  of  the  line,  and  five  frigates; 
neither  ftores,  ammunition,  or  provifion,  the  abfent 
officers  belonging  to  the  garriion,  recruits  for  the 
regiments,  through  ready  raifed,  miners,  nor  any 
additional  troops,  were  fent  to  the  idand;  nor  the 
fquadron  augmented,  till  admiral  Byng  failed  from 
Spithead  on  the  fixth  day  of  April,  with  no  more 
Ihips  of  the  line  than,  by  the  moll  early  and  au- 
thentic intelligence,  the  government  were  informed 
would  fail  from  Toulon,  even  when  Mr.  Byng 
fhould  have  been  joined  by  commodore  Edge- 
cumbe; a  jun6tion  upon  which  no  dependance 
ought  to  have  been  laid :  that  this  fquadron  con- 
tained no  troops  but  fuch  as  belonged  to  the  four 
regiments  in  garrifon,  except  one  battalion  to  ferve 
in  the  fleet  as  marines,  unlefs  we  include  the  order 
for  another  to  be  embarked  at  Gibraltar,  which 
order  was  neither  obeyed  nor  underftood  :  that 
confidering  the  danger  to  which  Minorca  was  ex- 
pofed,  and  the  forward nefs  of  the  enemy's  prepa- 
rations at  Toulon,  admiral  Ofborne,  with  thirteen 
fliips  of  the  line  and  one  frigate,  who  returned  on 
the  fixteenth  of  February,  after  having  convoyed  a 
fleet  of  merchant-fhips,  might  have  been  detached 
to  Minorca,  without  hazarding  the  coaft  of  Great 
Britain ;  for  at  that  time,  exclufive  of  this  fqua- 
dron, there  were  eight  fhips  of  the  line  and  thirty- 
two  frigates  ready  manned,  and  thirty-two  fliips  of 
the  line  and  five  frigates  almoft  equipped :  that 
admiral  Hawke  v/as  fent  with  fourteen  fhips  of  the 
line  and^one  frigate  to  cruize  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay, 
aftqr  repeated  intelligence  had  been  received  that 

■  the 
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the  French  fleet  had  failed  for  the  Weft  Indies,  An,  1757* 
and  the  eleven  fliips  remaining  at  Breft  and  P^och- 
fort  were  in  want  of  hands  and  cannon,  fo  that  they 
could  never  ferve  to  cover  any  embarkation  or 
defcent;  confequently  Mr.  Hawke's  iquadron  might 
have  been  fpared  for  the  relief  of  Minorca:  that 
inllead  of  attending  to  this  important  objed:,  the 
admiralty,  on  the  eighth  day  of  March,  fent  two 
fhips  of  the  line  and  three  frigates  to  intercept  a 
coafting  convoy  off  Cape  Barfleur :  on  the  eleventh 
of  the  fame  month  they  detached  two  Ihips  of  the 
line  to  the  Weft  Indies  ;  and  on  the  nineteenth  two 
more  to  North  America,  where  they  could  be  of 
little  immediate  fervice:  on  the  twenty- third  two 
of  the  line  and  three  frigates  a  convoy-hunting  oW 
Cherburg ;  and  on  the  firft  of  April  five  fhips  of 
the  line,  including  three  returned  from  this  laft  fer- 
vice, to  reinforce  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  already  too 
ftrong  for  the  French  fleet  bound  to  Canada  :  that 
all  thefe  fhips  might  have  been  added  to  Mr. 
Byng's  fquadron,  without  expofing  Great  Britain 
or  Ireland  to  any  hazard  of  invaflon  :  that  at  length  . 
Mr.  Byng  was  detached  with  ZQn  great  fhips  only, 
and  even  denied  a  frigate  to  repeat  fignals,  for 
which  he  petitioned ;  filthough  at  that  very  time 
there  were  in  port,  exclufive  of  his  fquadron,  fsven- 
teen  fhips  of  the  line  and  thirteen  frigates  ready 
for  fea,  befldes  eleven  of  the  line  and  nineteen 
frigates  almoft  equipped.  From  thefe  and  other 
circumftances,  particularifed  and  urged  with  greaC 
vivacity,  many  individuals  inferred,  that  a  greater 
number  of  fnips  might  have  been  detached  to  the 
Mediterranean  than  were  aftualiy  ftnt  with  admiral 
Byng  :  that  the  not  fending  an  earlier  and  ftronger 
4.  force 
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force  was  one  great  caufe  of  Minorca's  being  loft, 

and  co-operated  with  the  delay  of  the  m y,  in 

fending  thither  reinforcements  of  troops,  their  ne- 
gleft  in  fuffering  the  officers  of  the  garrifon  to 
continue  abient  from  their  duty,  and  their  omit- 
ting to  give  orders  for  raifmg  mineirs  to  ferve  in 
the  fonrefs  of  Mahon. 

The  next  inquiry  in  which  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons engaged,  related  to  the  contrafts  for  vidual- 
ling  the  forces  in  America,  which  were  iuppofed 
by  fome  patriots  to  be  fraudulent  and  unconicion- 
able.  1  his  fufpicion  arofe  from  an  ambiguous 
expreffion,  on  v/nich  the  contrador  being  interro- 
gated by  the  committee,  appointed  to  examine  the 
particulars,  he  prudently  interpreted  it  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  fcreen  himfelf  from  the  refentment  of 
the  leglflature.  The  houfe  therefore  refolved,  that 
the  contraift  entered  into  on  the  twenty-fixth  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fifty-fix,  by  the  commifiioners  of  the  treakny, 
with  Vv^illiam  Baker,  Chriftopher  Kilby,  and  Richard 
Baker,  of  London,  merchants,  for  furnifhing  pro- 
vifions  to  the  forces  under  the  command  of  the 
earl  of  Loudon,  was  prudent  and  neceffary,  and 
properly  adapted  to  the  fecuring  a  conftant  and  ef- 
fedual  fupply  for  thofe  forces  in  America. 

In  the  preceding  feffion  an  addrefs  had  been 
prefented  to  the  king  by  the  houfe  of  commons, 
defiring  his  majeily  would  give  .orders  for  laying 
before  them  feveral  papers  relating  to  difputes 
v/hich  had  lately  happened  between  his  excellency 
Charles  Knowies,  Lfq-,  and  fome  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  iHand  of  Jamaica.  Tnis  gover- 
nor was  accufed  of  many  illegal,  cruel,  ana  arbi- 
2  trarv 
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tfaiy  aiis,  during  the  courfe  of  his  arbitration  : 
but  thefe  imputations  he  incurred  by  aa  exertion 
of  power,  which  was  in  itfelf  laudable,  and  well 
intended  for  the  commercial  intereft  of  the  ifland. 
This  was  his  changing  the  feat  of  government, 
-and  procuring  an  ad  of  affembly  for  removing  the 
feveral  laws,  records,  books,  papers,  and  writings 
belonging  to  feveral  offices  in  that  iiland,  from 
Spaniih-town  to  Kingfton  ;  and  for  obliging  the 
feveral  officers  to  keep  their  offices,  and  hold  a 
lupreme  court  of  judicature,  at  this  laft  place,  to 
which  he  had  moved  the  feat  of  government. 

Spanifli-town,   otherwife  called  St.  Jago  de  la 
Vega,   the  old  capital,  was  an  inconfiderable  inland 
place  of  no  fecurity,  trade,  or  importance -,  where- 
as Kingfton  v;as  the  center  cf  comimerce,   fituated 
on  the  fide  of  a  fine  harbour  filled  v^i^h  fhips,  well 
fecured  fi'om  the  infults  of  an  enemy,  large,   weal- 
thy,   and  flourifliing.     Flere  the  merchants  dwell, 
and  (hip  the  greateft  part  of  the  fugars  tiiat  grow 
upon  the  ifland.     They  found  it  extremely  incon- 
venient and  expenfive  to  take  out  their  clearances 
at  Spanifh-town,  which  flands  at  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance;    and  the  fame  inconvenience  and   expence 
being  lek  by  the  reil  of  the  inhabitants,  v/ho  had 
occafion  to  profecute  luits  at  law,   or  attend  the  af- 
fembly of  the  iiland,  they  joined  in  reprefcntarions 
to  the  governor,  requeiting,  that,   in  confideration 
of  thefe  inconveniences,  added  to  that  of  the  weak- 
nefs  of  SpaniQitown  and  the  importance  of  King-  • 
fton,    the  feat  of  government  might  be   removed. 
He  complied  vnth  their  requeft,  and  in   fo   doing 
intailed  upon  himfelf  the  hatred  and  refentment  of 
certain  povv^erful  planters,  who  pclTeffed  eilates  in 
Numb.  lo.  G  g  and 
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and  about  the  old  town  of  St.  Jago  de  la  Veg2, 
thus  deferted.  This  feems  to  have  been  the  real 
fource  of  the  animofity  and  clamour  incurred  by 
.  Mr.  Knowles,  againft  whom  a  petition,  figned  by 
nineteen  members  of  the  affembly,  had  been  fent 
to  England,  and  prefented  to  his  majefty. 

In  the  two  fefiions  preceding  this  year,  the  affair 
had  been  brought  into  the  houfe  of  commons, 
where  this  governor's  eharafter  was  painted  in 
frightful  colour?,  and  divers  papers  relating  to  the 
difpute  were  examined.  Mr.  Knowles  having  by 
this  time  returned  to  England,  the  fubjed  of  his 
adminiftration  was  revived,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfe. 

In  the  mean  time  petitions  were  prefented  by 
fever al  merchants  of  London  and  Liverpool,  con- 
cerned in  the  trade  to  Jamaica,  alledging,  that  the 
removal  of  the  public  courts,  offices,  and  records 
of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  toKingfton,  and  fixing  the 
feat  of  government  there,  had  been  produdlive  of 
many  important  advantages,  by  rendering  the 
ftrength  of  the  ifland  more  formidable,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  traders  and  inhabitants  more  fecure, 
and  the  profecution  of  all  com.mercial  bufinefs 
more  expeditious  and  lefs  expenfive  than  formerly  ; 
therefore  praying,  that  the  purpofes  of  the  aft, 
pafTed  in  Jamaica  for  that  end  might  be  carried 
into  effeftiial  execution,  in  fuch  manner  as  th^ 
houfe  Ihould  think  proper. 
Refola-  The  committee,   having  examined  a  great  num- 

tionsor  j         .  r  i      • 

1  ber  or  papers,   agreed  to  iome  relolutions,  mioort- 

£be  com-  ■  .  ,         .  ^ 

monson     ing,  that  a  certain  i-efoiuTion  of  the  alTcmbly  of  Ja- 

this  fub-     j-^^-ica,   dated  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  Oftober, 
jecl.  ,         .. 

in  the  year  one  tnouiand  leven  hundred  and  fifty- 
three. 
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three,  implying  a  claim  of  right  in  that  aXfembly  ^"-  ^757- 
to  raife  and  apply  public  money  without  the  con- 
fent  of  the  governor  and  council ;  was  illegal,  re- 
pugnant to  the  terms  of  his  majelly's  commiffion 
to  his  governor  of  the  faid  ifland,  and  derogatory 
of  the  rights  of  the  crown  and  people  of  Gieat  Bri- 
tain :  that  the  fix  laft  refolutions  taken  in  the  af- 
fembly  of  Jamaica,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
Ocftober,  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fifty- three,  proceeded  on  a  manifeft  mifappre- 
henfion  of  the  king's  inftrudlions  to  his  governor, 
requiring  him  not  to  give  his  afient  to  any  bill  of 
an  unuiual  or  extraordinary  nature  and  importance, 
wherein  his  majefiy's  prerogative,  or  the  property 
of  his  fubjedls,  might  be  prejudiced,  or  the  trade 
or  ihipping  of  the  kingdom  any  ways  affedled,  un-= 
lefs  there  ihould  be  a  claufe.inferted,  fufpending 
the  execution  of  fuch  bill  until  his  majefty's  plea- 
fure  fiiould  be  known  ;  that  fuch  inftruftion  was 
juft  and  neceffary,  and  no  alteration  of  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  illand,  nor  any  way  derogatory  to  the 
rights  of  the  fubjefts  in  Jamaica.  From  thef-^-  re- 
folutions the  reader  may  perceive  the  nature  of  the 
difpute,  which  had  arifen  between  the  people  of 
Jamaica  and  their  governor,  vice  admiral  Knowles, 
whofe  condu6l  on  this  occafion  feems  to  have  been 
juitified  by  the  legiilature.  The  parliament,  how- 
ever, forbore  to  determine  the  queftion,  whether 
the  removal  of  the  courts  of  judicature  from  Spa- 
nifh-town  to  Kingfton  v/as  a  meafure  calculated  for 
the  intereft  of  the  ifland  in  general. 

The  laft  lubje6t  which  we   ihall  mention,   as 

having  fallen  under  the  cognizance  of  the  commons 

during  the  feffion  of  parliament,  was  the  ftate  of 

G  g  2  Milford- 
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Milford-haven  on  the  coaft  of  Wales,  one  of  th*e 
moll  eapacionsj  fafe,  and  commodious  harbours  in 
Great  Britain.  Here  the  country  affords  many 
conveniencies  for  building  fhips  of  war,  and  eredl- 
ing  forts,  docks,  quays,  and  magazines.  It  might 
be  fortified  at  a  very  fmall  expence,  fo  as  to  be 
quite  fecure  from  any  attempts  of  the  enemy,  and 
rendered  by  far  the  moil;  ufefui  harbour  in  the 
kingdom  for  fleets,  cruifers,  trading  fhips,  and 
packet-boats,  bound  to  and  from  the  weflward ; 
for  from  hence  they  may  put  to  fea  almoil  with 
any  wind,  and  even  at  low  water:  they  may  wea- 
ther Sciily  and  Cape  Clear  when  no  vefTel  can  Rir 
from  the  Britifh  channel,  or  out  of  the  French  ports 
of  Breil  and  Rochfort ;  and  as  a  pofl  can  travel 
from  hence  in  three  days  to  London,  it  might  be- 
come the  center  of  very  ufefui  fea  intelligence.  A 
petition  from  feveral  merchants  in  London,  waspre- 
fented,  and  recommended  to  the  houfe  in  a  mef- 
fage  from  the  king,  fpecifying  the  advantages  of 
this  harbour,  and  the  fmall  expence  at  which  it 
might  be  fortified  ♦,  and  praying  that  the  houfe 
would  take  this  important  fubjefi:  into  confidera- 
tion.  Accordingly  a  committee  was  appointed  for 
this  purpofe,  with  povv-er  to  fend  for  perfons,  pa- 
pers, and  records  •,  and  every  circumflance  relating 
to  it  was  exam/med  with  accuracy  and  deliberation. 
At  length,  the  report  being  made  to  the  houfe  by 
Mr.  Charles  Townfhend,  they  unanimoufly  agreed 
to  an  addrefs,  reprefenting  to  his  majefty,  that 
many  great.  loiTes  had  been  fuftained  by  the  trade 
of  the  kingdom,  in  time  of  war,  from  the  want  of 
a  fiii-'e  harbour  on  the  weftern  coafl:  of  the  ifland, 
for  the  reception  and  proteclion  of  merchant  fhips, 

and 
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and  fending  out  cruifers :  that  the  harbour  of  Mil- 
ford  haven,  in  the  county  of  Pembroke,  is  moil 
advantageoufly  fituated,  and,  if  properly  defended 
and  fecured,  in  every  refpecb  adapted  to  the  anfwer- 
ing  thofe  important  purpofes :  they  therefore  hum- 
bly befought  his  majefty,  that  he  would  give  im- 
mediate diredions  for  erefting  batteries,  with  pro- 
per cover,  on  the  fides  of  the  faid  harbour,  in  the 
moft  convenient  places  for  guarding  the  entrance, 
called  Hubberftone-road  ;  and  alfo  fuch  other  for- 
tifications as  might  be  neceffary  to  fecure  the  inte- 
rior parts  of  the  harbour  -,  and  that,  until  fuch  bat- 
teries and  fortifications  could  be  completed,  fome 
temporary  defence  might  be  provided  for  the  im- 
mediate proteftion  of  the  fhips  and  veffels  lying  in 
the  faid  harbour :  finally,  they  allured  him  the  houfe 
would  make  good  to  his  majefty  all  fuch  expences 
as  fhould  be  incurred  for  thefe  purpofes.  The  ad- 
drefs  met  with  a  gracious  reception,  and  a  promife 
that  fuch  directions  fhould  be  given.  The  harbour 
v/as  adually  furveyed,  the  places  were  pitched  upon 
for  batteries,  and  the  eftimates  prepared ;  but  we  do 
not  find  that  any  further  progrefs  hath  been  made 
in  the  execution  of  this  truly  national  defign, which, 
in  all  probability,  will  be  negleded  until  it  fhall  be 
revived  by  fome  future  difafter. 

We  have  now  finiflied  the  detail  of  all  the  mate-  Clofe  of 
rial  tranfa6tions  of  this  fefTion,  except  what  relates  ^"^^^^'O"^ 
to  the  fate  of  admiral  Eyng,  which  now  claims  our 
attention.  In  the  mean  time  we  may  obferve,  that 
on  the  fourth  day  of  July  the  feffion  was  clofed  with 
his  majefcy's  harangue  j  the  moft  remarkable  and 
pleafing  paragraph  of  which  turned  upon  his  royal 
alTurance,  that  the  fuccour  and  prefervation  of  his 
4ominions  in  America  had  been  his  conllant  care, 
G  g  5  and. 
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and,  next  to  the  fecurity  of  his  kingdoms,  fhould 
continue  to  be  his  great  and  principal  objedl.  He 
told  them  he  had  taken  fuch  meafures  as,  he  trufted, 
by  the  bleffing  of  God,  might  effei'tually  difappoint 
the  defigns  of  the  enemy  in  thofe  parts ;  that  he 
had  no  further  view  but  to  vindicate  the  juft  rights 
of  his  crown  and  fubjeds  from  the  moft  injurious 
encroachments ;  to  preferve  tranquility,  as  far  as 
the  circumftances  of  things  might  admit ;  to  pre- 
vent the  true  friends  of  Britain,  and  the  liberties  of 
Europe,  from  being  oppreffed  and  endangered  by 
any  unprovoked  and  unnatural  conjundtion. 

Of  all  the  tranfadlions  that  diftinguifhed  this 
year,  the  moft  extraordinary  was  the  fentence  exe- 
cuted on  admiral  Byng,  the  fon  of  that  great  officer 
who  had  acquired  fuch  honour  by  his  naval  exploits 
in  the  preceding  reign,  and  was  ennobled  for  his 
fervices  by  the  title  of  lord  vifcount  Torrington. 
His  fecond  fon,  John  Byng,  had,  from  his  earhefl 
youth,  been  trained  to  his  father's  profeffion;  and 
was  generally  efteemed  one  of  the  beft  officers  in 
the  navy,  when  he  embarked  in  that  expedition  to 
Minorca  which  covered  his  charadler  with  difgrace, 
and  even  expofed  him  to  all  the  horrors  of  an  igno- 
minious death.  On  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  De- 
cember his  trial  began  before  a  court-martial^  held 
on  board  of  the  fhip  St.  George  in  the  harbour  of 
Portfmouth,  to  which  place  Mr.  Byng  had  been 
conveyed  from  Greenwich  by  a  party  of  horfe- 
guards,  and  infulted  by  the  populace  in  every  town 
and  village  through  which  he  paffed.  The  court 
having  proceeded  to  examine  the  evidences  for  the 
crown  and  the  piifoner,  from  day  to  day,  in  the 
courfe  of  along  fitting,  agreed  unanimoully  to  thir- 
ty feven  refolutions,  implying  their  opinion,  that 
5  admi- 
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admiral  Byng,  during  the  engagement  between  the 
Britilh  and  French  fleets  on  the  twentieth  day  of 
May  laft,  did  not  do  his  utmoft  endeavour  to  take, 
feize,  and  deftroy  the  fliips  of  the  French  king, 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  have  engaged ;  and  to  af- 
fift  fuch  of  his  majefty's  fliips  as;  were- engaged, 
which  it  was  his  duty  to  have  affiftedj  and  that  he 
did  not  exert  his  utmoft  power  for  the  relief  of  St. 
Philip's  caftle.  They  therefore  unanimoufly  agreed, 
that  he  fell  under  part  of  the  twelfth  article  of  an  aft 
of  parliament,  pafTed  in  the  twenty-fecond  year  of 
the  prefent  reign,  for  amending,  explaining,  and 
reducing  into  one  ad;  of  parliament  the  laws  re- 
lating to  the  government  of  his  majefly's  fhips, 
veffels,  and  forces  by  fea ;  and  as  that  article  pofi- 
tively  prefcribed  death,  without  any  alternative  left 
to  the  difcretion  of  the  court,  under  any  variation 
of  circumftances,  they  unanimoufly  adjudged  the 
faid  admiral  John  Byng  to  be  fhot  to  death,  at  fuch 
time  and  on  board  of  fuch  ihips  as  the  lords  commif- 
fioners  of  the  admiralty  fhould  pleafe  to  dired:. 
But  as  it  appeared,  by  the  evidence  of  the  officers 
that  were  near  the  admiral's  perfon,  that  no  back- 
wardnefs  was  perceiveable  in  him  during  the  aftion, 
Bor  any  mark  of  fear  or  confufion  either  in  his 
countenance  or  behaviour;  but  that  he  delivered 
his  orders  coolly  and  diftinftly,  without  feeming 
deficient  in  perfoRal  courage,  and  from  other  cir- 
cumftances, they  believed  his  mifcondu6l  did  not 
arife  either  from  cowardice  or  difafieftion,  they  una- 
nimoufly and  earneflly  recommended  him  as  a  pro- 
per objeft  of  mercy.  The  admiral  himfeif  behaved, 
through  the  v/hoie  trial,  with  the  nioil  chearful  com- 
pofure,  feemingly  the  effe61;  of  confcious  innocence, 
upon  which  perhaps  he  too  much  relied.  Even 
G  g  4  afteir 
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after  he  had  heard  the  evidence  examined  againfl: 
him,  and  finilhed  his  own  defence,  he  laid  his  ac- 
count in  being  honourably  acquitted,  and  ordered 
his  coach  to  be  ready  for  conveying  him  directly 
from  the  tribunal  to  London.  A  gentleman,  his 
friend,  by  whom  he  was  attended,  having  receiv- 
ed intimation  of  the  fentence  to  be  pronounced, 
thought  it  his  duty  to  prepare  him  for  the  occafion, 
that  he  might  fummon  all  his  fortitude  to  his  affiil- 
ance-,  and  accordingly  made  him  acquainted  with 
the  information  he  had  received.  The  admiral 
gave  tokens  of  furprize  and  refentment;  but  be- 
trayed no  marks  of  fear  or  diforder,  either  then  or 
in  the  court  when  the  fentence  was  pronounced.  On 
the  contrary,  while  divers  members  of  the  court- 
martial  manifefted  grief,  anxiety,  and  trepidation, 
Ihedding  tears,  and  fighing  with  extraordinary  emo- 
tion, he  heard  his  doom  denounced  without  under-" 
going  the  kail  alteration  of  feature,  and  made  a 
low  obeifance  to  the  prefident  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  court  as  he  retired. 

The  officers  that  compofed  this  tribunal  were  fo 
fenfible  of  the  law's  feverity,  that  they  unanimoufly 
fubfcribed  a  letter  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  con- 
taining this  remarkable  paragraph  :  "  We  cannot 
help  laying  the  diftreffes  of  our  minds  before  your 
lordfliips  on  this  occafion,  in  finding  ourfelves  un- 
der a  neceility  of  condemning  a  man  to  death,  from 
the  great  feverity  of  the  twelfth  article  of  war,  part 
of  which  he  falls  under,  which  admits  of  no  miti- 
gation, if  the  crime  ihould  be  committed  by  an  er- 
ror in  judgment  ^  and  therefore,  for  our  own  con-. 
fciences  fake,  as  well  as  in  juftice  to  the  prifoner, 
we  pray  your  lordfnips,  in  the  moft  earnefi  manner, 
%Q  recQOimend  him  to  his  majetly's  clemency."  The 

lords 


G  E  O  R  G  E    IL  473 

lords  of  the  admiralty,  inftead  of  complying  with  An.  1757. 
the  requeil  of  the  court  martial,  tranfmitted  their 
letter  to  the  king,  with  copies  of  their  proceedings, 
and  a  letter  from  themfelves  to  his  majeily,  fpecify - 
ing  a  doubt  widi  regard  to  the  legality  of  the  fea^ 
tence,  as  the  crime  of  Negligence,  for  which  the 
admiral  had  been  condemned,  v/as  not  expreffed  in 
any  part  of  the  proceedings.  At  the  fame  time  co- 
pies of  two  petitions  from  George  lord  vifcount 
Torrmgton,  in  behalf  of  his  kinfman  admiral  Byng, 
were  fu omitted  to  his  majefly's  royal  wifdom  and 
determination.  All  the  friends  and  relations  of  the 
unhappy  convid  employed  and  exerted  their  in- 
fluence and  intereft  for  his  pardon ;  and  as  the  cir- 
cumftances  had  appeared  fo  ilrong  in  his  favour,  it 
was  fappofed  that  the  fceptre  of  royal  mercy  would 
be  extended  for  his  prefervadon :  but  infamous  arts 
were  ufed  to  whet  the  favage  appetite  of  the  popu- 
lace for  blood.  The  cry  of  vengeance  was  loud 
throughout  the  land:  fuUen  clouds  of  fufpicion  and 
malevolence  interpofmg,  were  faid  to  obftrud;  the 
genial  beams  of  the  beft  virtue  that  adorns  the 
throne i  and  the  f— — n  v/as  given  to  underiland, 
that  the  execution  of  admiral  Byng  vv^as  a  vidim 
abfolutely  neceifary  to  appeafe  the  fury  of  the  peo- 
ple. His  majefty,  in  confequence  of  the  reprefentati- 
on  made  by  the  lords  of  the  admiraky,  referred  the 
fentence  to  the  confideracion  of  the  twelve  judges, 
who  were  unanimouily  of  opinion  that  the  fentence 
was  legal.  This  report  being  tranfmitted  from  the 
privy-council  to  the  admiralty,  their  lorddiips  iffued 
a  v/arrant  for  executing  the  fentence  of  death  on 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  Febriiary.  One  gentle- 
man at  the  board,  however,  refufed  to  fubfcribe  the 
warrant  J  afllgning,  for  his  refufal,  the  reafons  which 
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An.  1757.   we  have  inferted  by  way  of  note,  for  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  the  reader  *. 


Though 


*  A — -1  F s's  reafons  for  notfigning  the  warrant  for  admiral  Byng's 

execution. 

"  It  may  be  thought  great  prefumption  in  me  to  difFer  from  fo  gr^t - 
authority  as  that  of  the  twelve  judges  ;  but  when  a  man  is  called  upon  to 
fign  his  name  to  an  adl,  which  is  to  give  authority  to  the  (bedding  of 
blood,  he  ought  to  be  guided  by  his  own  confcience,  and  not  by  thq^ 
opinions  of  other  men.  ■ 

In  the  cafe  before  us,  it  is  not  the  merit  of  admiral  Byng  that  I  confi- 
der  :  whether  he  deferves  death,  or  not,  is  not  a  queftion  for  me  to  de- 
cide ;  but  whether  or  not  his  life  can  be  taken  away  by  the  fentence  pro- 
nounced on  him  by  the  court-martial;  and  after  having  fo  clearly  ex^ 
plained  their  motives  for  pronouncing  fuch  a  fentence,  is  the  point  which 
alone  has  employed  my  moft  ferious  confideration. 

The  twelfth  article  of  war,  on  which  admiral  Byng's  fentence  is 
grounded,  fays;  (according  to  my  underftanding  of  its  meaning)  "  That 
-every  perfon  who,  in  time  of  aftion,  fhall  withdraw,  keep  back,  or 
not  come  into  fight,  or  who  Ihall  not  do  his  utmoft,  &c.  through  motives 
of  cowardice,  negligence,  or  difaffeaion,  fhall  fuffer  death."  The  court- 
martial  does,  in  exprefs  words,  acquit  admiral  Byng  of  cowardice  and  dif- 
affeclion,  and  does  not  name  the  word  Negligence.  Admiral  Byng  does 
not,  as  I  conceive,  fall  under  the  letter  or  defcription  of  the  twelfth  article 
of  war.  It  may  be  faid,  that  negligence  is  implied,  though  the  word  is 
not  mentioned  ;  otherwife  the  court-martial  would'  not  have  brought  his 
offence  under  the  twelfth  article,  having  acquitted  him  of  cowardice  and 
difaffeftion.  But  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  negligence  impHed 
cannot  be  wilful  negligence  :  for  wilful  negligence,  in  admiral  Byng's 
fituation,  muft  have  proceeded  from  either  cowardice  or  difaffeftion,  and 
he  is  exprefly  acquitted  of  both  thefe  crimes  :  befides,  thefe  crimes,  which 
are  implied  only,  and  not  named,  may  indeed  juftify  fufpicion,  and  pri- 
vate opinion  ;  but  cannot  fatisfy  the  confcience  in  a  cafe  of  blood. 

Admiral  Byng's  fate  was  referred  to  a  court  martial  ;  his  life  and 
death  were  left  to  their  opinions.  The  court-martial  condemn  him  to 
death,  becaufe,  as  they  exprefly  fay,  they  were  under  a  neceffity  of  do- 
ing fo  by  reafon  of  the  letter  of  the  law,  the  feverity  of  which  they  com- 
plained of,  becaufe  it  admits  of  no  mitigation.  '  The  court-martial  ex- 
prefly fay,  that  for  the  fake  of  their  confciences,  as  well  as  in  juftice  to 
the  prifoner,  they  moft  earneftly  recommend  him  to  his-  majefty  for 
mercy  ;  it  is  evident  then,  that  in  the  opinions  and  confciences  of  the 
judges,  he  was  not  deferving  of  death. 

The  queftion  then  is,  fhall  the  opinions,  or  necefTities,  of  the  court- 
martial  determine  admiral  Byng's  fate  ?  if  it  fhould  be  the  latter,  he 
will  be  executed  contrary  to  the  intentions  and  meaning  of  his  judges  ;  if 
the  former,  his  life  is  not  forfeited.  His  judges  declare  him  not  de- 
ferving of  death  ;  but,  miftaking  either  the  meapiingof  the  law,  or  the 
nature  of  iiis  offence,  they  bring  him  under  an  article  of  war,  which,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  defcription  of  his  offence,  he  does  not,  I 
conceive,  fall  under;  and  then  they  condemn  him  "to  death,  becaufe, 
as  they  fay,  the  law  admits  of  no  mitigation.  Can  a  man's  life  be 
taken  away  by  fuch  a  fentence  ?  I  would  not  willingly  be  mifunderftood, 
and  have  it  believed  that  I  judge  of  admiral  Byng's  deferts;   chat  was  the 
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Though  mercy  was  denied  to  the  crimmal,  the    An.  1757. 
crown  feemed  determined  to  do  nothing  that  fhould  The 
be  thought   inconfiftent  with  law.    A  member  of  ^i"g's 
parliament^  who  had  fat  upon  the  court-martial   ^ariS 
at  Portfmouth,  rofe  up  in  his  place,  and  made  ap-   mentwith 
plication  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  in  behalf  of  ^^P^"^^° 
himfelf,  and  feveral  other  members  of  that  tribu-   tence. 
nal,  praying  the  aid  of  the  legiflature  to  be  releafed 
ffom  the  oath  of  fecrecy  impofed  on  courts-martial, 
that  they  might  difclofe  the  grounds  on  which  fen- 
tence  of  death  had  pafied  on  admiral  Byng,   and, 
perhaps,  difcover  fuch  circumftances  as  might  fhew 
the  fentence  to  be  improper.    Although  this  appli- 
cation produced  no  refolution  in  the  houfe,  the 
king,  on  the  twenty -fixth  day  of-  February,  fent  a 
meffage  to  the  commons  by  Mr.  fecretary  Pitt,  im- 
porting, that  though  he  had  determined  to  let  the 
law  take  its  courfe,  with  relation  to  admiral  Byng, 
and  refilled  all  follicitations  to  the  contrary,  yet,  as 
a  member  of  the  houfe  had  exprefled  fome  fcruples 
about  the  fentence,  his  majefty  had  thought  fit  to 
refpite  the  execution  of  it,  that  there  might  be  an 
opportunity  of  knowing,  by  the  feparate  exami- 
nation of  the  members  of  the  court-martial,  upon 
oath,  what  grounds  there  were  for  fuch  fcruples  j 
and  that  his  majefty  was  refolved  ftill  to  let  the  fen- 
tence be  carried  into  execution,  unlefs  it  fhould 

bufinefs  of  a  court-martial,  and  it  is  my  duty  only  to  aft  according  to  my 
confcience  ;  which,  after  deliberate  confideration,  aflifted  by  the  befl;  light 
a  poor  underftanding  can  afford,  it  remains  flill  in  doubt,  and  therefore  I 
cannot  confent  to  fign  a  warrant  whereby  the  fentence  of  the  court-mar- 
tial may  be  carried  into  execution;  for  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  how- 
ever criminal  admiral  Byng-may  be,  his  life  is  not  forfeited  by  that  fen- 
tence. I  don't  mean  to  find  fault  v/ith  other  men's  opinions  :  all  I  en- 
deavour at,  is  to  give  reafons  for  my  own  ;  and  all  I  defire,  or  wifli,  is, 
that  I  may  not  be  mifunderfirood;  I  do  not  pretend  to  judge  admiral 
Byng's  defeits,  nor  to  give  any  opinion  on  the  propriety  of  the  ad:. 

^igned  i5  Feb,  1757,  at  the  Admiralty,  J.  F ."  - 
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'^n.ij'^'j.  appear  from  the  faid  examination,  that  admiral 
Byng  v/as  unjuftly  condemned.  The  fentence 
might  be  llridly  legal,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  very 
feverc,  according  to  the  maxim,  fummum  jus  fum- 
ma  injuria.  In  fuch  cafes,  and  perhaps  in  fuch 
cafes  only,  the  rigour  of  the  law  ought  to  be  foft- 
ened  by  the  lenient  hand  of  the  royal  prerogative. 
That  this  was  th.t  cafe  of  admiral  Byng,  appears 
from  the  warm  and  eager  interceffion  of  his  jury, 
a  fpecies  of  intercefTion  which  hath  generally,  if  not 
always,  prevailed  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  when 
any  thing  favourable  for  the  criminal  had  appeared 
in  the  courfe  of  the  trial.  How  much  more  then 
might  it  have  been  expedled  to  fucceed,  when  eam- 
eftly  urged  as  a  cafe  of  confcience,  in  behalf  of  a 
man  whom  his  judges  had  exprefly  acquitted  of 
cowardice  and  treachery,  the  only  two  imputations 
that  rendered  him  criminal  in  the  eyes  of  the  na- 
tion !  Such  an  interpofition  of  the  crown  in  parlia- 
mentary tranfadions  was  irregular,  unnecelTary, 
'  and,  at  another  jundure,  might  have  been  pro- 
dudive  of  violent  heats  and  declamation.  At  pre- 
fent,  however,  it  paffed  without  cenfure,  as  the 
effed  of  inattention,  rather  than  a  defign  to  en- 
croach upon  the  privileges  of  the  houfe. 

The  mefiage  being  communicated,  a  bill  was 
immediately  brought  in  to  releafe  the  members  of 
the  court-marfhal  from  the  obligation  of  fecrecy, 
and  pafled  through  the  lower  houfe  without  oppo- 
fition  :  but  in  the  he  ife  of  lords  it  appeared  to  be 
deftitute  of  a  proper  foundation.  They  fent  a  mef- 
fage  to  the  commons,  defiring  them  to  give  leave 
that  fuch  of  the  members  of  the  court-martial,  as 
were  members  of  that  houfe,  might  attend  their 
iordihips,  in  order  to  be  examined,  on  the  fecond 
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reading  of  the  bill :  accordingly,  they  and  the  reft 
of  the  court  martial  attended,  and  anfwered  all 
qneftions  without  hefitation.  As  they  did  not  in- 
fift  upon  any  excufe,  nor  produce  any  fatisfadory 
reafon  for  fhewing  that  the  man  they  had  con- 
demned was  a  proper  objeft  of  mercy,  their  lord- 
Ihips  were  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  occalion  for 
paffing  any  fuch  bill,  which,  therefore  they  aimoll 
unanimoufly  rejeded.  It  is  not  eafy  to  conceive 
what  ftronger  reafons  could  be  given  for  proving 
Mr.  Byng  an  objed  of  mercy  than  thofe  mentioned 
in  the  letter  fent  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  by 
the  members  of  the  court-martial,  Vv^ho  were  im- 
pov/ered  to  try  the  imputed  offence,  confequently 
muft  have  been  deemed  well  qualified  to  judge  of 
liis  condud. 

The  unfortunate  admiral  being  thus  abandoned  Theexe^ 
to  the  ftroke  of  juftice,  prepared  himJelf  for  death  cution  of 
with  refignation  and  tranquility.  He  maintained 
a  furprifing  chearfulnefs  to  the  laft ;  nor  did  he, 
from  his  condemnation  to  his  execution,  exhibit 
the  leafc  fign  of  impatience  or  apprehenfion.  Dur- 
ing that  interval  he  i  .-  remained  on  board  of  the 
Monarque,  a  third  rate  £hip  of  war,  anchored  in 
the  harbour  of  Portfmouth,  under  a  ftrong  guard, 
in  cuilody  of  the  marfnal  of  the  admiralty.  On 
the  fourteenth  of  March,  the  day  fixed  for  his  exe- 
cution, the  boats  belonging  to  the  fquadron  at 
Spithead  being  manned  and  armed,  containing 
their  captains  and  officers,  with  a  detachment  of 
marines,  attended  this  foiemnity  in  the  harbour, 
which  was  alfo  crouded  with  an  infinite  number  of 
other  boats  and  veiTels  filled  with  fpeclators.  About 
noon,  the  admiral  having  taken  leave  of  a  clergy- 
inanj  and  two  friends  who  accompanied  him, 
%  walked 
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walked  out  of  the  great  cabin  to  the  quarter-deck, 
where  two  files  of  marines  were  ready  to  execute 
the  fentence.  He  advanced  with  a  firm,  delibe- 
rate ftep,  a  compofed  and  refolute  countenance, 
and  refolved  to  fuffer  with  his  face  uncovered,  un- 
til his  friends  reprefenting  that  his  looks  would 
poffibly  intimidate  the  foldiers,  and  prevent  their 
taking  aim  properly,  he  fubmitted  to  their  requeft, 
threw  his  hat  on  the  deck,  kneeled  on  a  cufhion, 
tied  one  white  handkerchief  over  his  eyes,  and 
dropped  the  other  as  a  fignal  for  his  executioners, 
who  fired  a  volley  fo  decifive  that  five  balls  paffed 
through  his  body,  and  he  dropped  down  dead  in  an 
inflant.  The  time  in  which  this  tragedy  was  adted, 
from  his  walking  out  of  the  cabin  to  his  being  de- 
pofited  in  the  coliin,  did  not  exceed  three  minutes. 
Thus  fell,  to  the  ailonifliment  of  all  Europe,  ad- 
miral John  Byng,  who,  whatever  his  errors  and 
indil'cretions  might  have  been,  feems  to  have  been 
rafhiy  condemned,  meanly  given  up,  and  cruelly 
facrificed  to  vile  confiderations.  The  fentiments 
of  his  own  fate  he  avowed  on  the  verge  of 
eternity,  when  there  was  no  longer  any  caufe  of 
diflimulation,  in  the  following  declaration,  which, 
immediately  before  his  death,  he  delivered  to  the 
marllial  of  the  admiralty.  "  A  few  moments  will 
now  deliver  me  from  the  virulent  perfecution,  and 
frultrate  the  further  malice  of  my  enemies.  Nor 
need  I  envy  them  a  life  fubjedttothe  fenfationsmy 
injuries,  and  the  injuftice  done  me,  mufl  create; 
perfuaded  I  am  that  juftice  will  be  done  to  my  re- 
putation hereafter :  the  manner  and  caufe  of  raifing 
and  kteping  up  the  popular  clamour  and  preju- 
dice againft  me,  vs'ill  be  feen  through.  I  fhali  be 
confidered  (as  I  now  perceive  myfelt)  a  vidim  def- 
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tined  to  divert  the  indignation  and  refentment  of 
an  injured  and  deluded  people  from  the  proper  ob- 
je<5ls.     My  enemies  themfclves  muft  now  think 
me  innoccpi:.  Happy  for  me,  at  this  my  laft  mo- 
ment,, that  I  know  my  own  innocence,  and  am 
confcious  that  no  part  of  my  country's  misfortunes 
can  be  owing  to  me.    I  heartily  wifh  the  fhedding 
my  blood  may  contribute  to  the  happinefs  and  fer_ 
vice  of  my  country  •,  but  cannot  refign  my  juft 
claim  to  a  faithful  difcharge  of  my  duty  according 
to  the  beft  of  my  judgment,  and  the  utmoft  exer- 
tion of  my  ability  for  his  majefty's  honour^  and  my 
country's  fervice.    I  am  forry  that  my  endeavours 
were  not  attended  with  more  fuccefs ;  and  that  the 
armament,  under  my  command,  proved  too  weak 
to  fucceed  in  an  expedition  of  fuch  moment.  Truth 
has  prevailed  over   calumny   and   falfhood,    and 
jullice  has  wiped  off  the  ignominious  ftain  of  my 
fuppofed  want  of  perfonal  courage,  and  the  charge 
of   difaffedion.     My    heart  acquits  me  of  thefe 
crimes  :  but  who  can  be  prefumpcuouQy  fure  of  his 
own  judgment  ?  If  my  crime  is  an  error  in  judg-- 
ment,  or  differing  in  opinion  from  my  judges,  and 
if  yet  the  error  in  judgment  fhould  be  on  their  fide, 
God  forgive  them,  as  I  do;  and  may  the  diftrefs  of 
their  minds,   and  uneafmefs  of  their  confciences, 
.which  in  juftice  to  me  they  have  reprefented,   be 
relieved  and  fubfide  as  my  refentment  has  done. 
The  Supreme  Judge  fees  all  hearts  and  motives, 
and  to  him  Imuft  fubmit  the  juftice  of  my  caufe." 
Notv/ithftanding  all  that  has  been  faid   in  his 
favour ;   notwithftanding  the   infamous    arts   that 
were  pradifed  to  keep  up  the  cry  againft  him:  not- 
withftanding this  folemn  appeal  to  heaven  in  his 
iait  momentSj  and  even  felf-conviclion  of  inno- 
cence. 
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An.  1757.  ceiice,  the  charader  of  admiral  Byng,  in  point  of 
perfonal  courage,  will  ftill  with  many  people  re- 
main problematical.  They  will  flill  be  of  opinion, 
that  if  the  fplrit  of  a  Britifli  admiral  had  been  pro- 
perly exerted,  the  French  fleet  would  have  been 
defeated,  and  Minorca  relieved.  A  man's  opinion 
of  danger  varies  at  different  times,  in  confequence 
of  an  irreguiar  tide  of  cuiimai  fpirits,  and  he  is 
actuated  by  confiderations  which  he  dares  not  avow. " 
After  an  officer,  thus  influenced,  has  hefitated  or 
kept  aloof  in  the  hour  of  trial,  the  mind,  eager  for 
its  own  juftification,  aiiembles,  with  furprizing  in- 
dufcry,  every  favourable  circuaifcance  of  excufe, 
and  broods  OYcrthem  v/ith  parental  partiahty,  until 
it  becomes  not  only  fausfied,  but  even  enamoured 
of  their  beauty  and  complexion ;  like  a  doating  mo- 
ther, blind  to  the  deformity  of  her  own  offsprmg, 
.Whatever  Mr.  Byng's  internal  feelings  might  have 
been;  whatever  confeqences  might  have  attended 
his  behaviour  on  that  occaiiOHj  as  the  tribunal  be- 
fore which  he  ^yas  tried,  acquitted  him  exprefly  of 
cowardice  and  treachery,  he  v/as,  without  all  doubt, 
a  proper  objed  for  royal  clemency,  and  fo  im.partial 
poilerity  will  judge  him,  after  all  thcfe  dilhonour- 
able  motives  of  fadion  and  of  fear,  by  which  his 
fate  was  influenced,  fhall  be  loft  in  oblivion,  or  re- 
membered with  difdain.  The  people  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, naturally  fierce,  impatient,  and  clamorous, 
have  been  too  much  indulged,  upon  every  petty 
mifcarriage,  with  trials,  courts-martial,  and  difmif- 
fions,  vv'hich  tend  only  to  render  their  military  com- 
manders rafh  and  precipitate,  the  populace  more 
licentious  and  intradable,  and  to  difgrace  the  na- 
tional charader  in  the  opinion  of  mankind. 

End  of  the  FIRST  VOLUME, 
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